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History

First Baptist Winter Haven started in a schoolhouse in the summer of 1885.
Mrs. S.A. Crosier, a member of Thirty-Third Street Baptist Church, New York
City, living in Winter Haven, raised funds from her home church in New York
to begin a Baptist work in Florida.

On November 22, 1885, the First (Missionary) Baptist Church of Winter
Haven was organized with five charter members: Mrs. Eliza J. Pierpont,
Walter J. Robinson, Mrs. Annie Robinson, P.S. Crosier and Mrs. S.A.

Crosier. The Rev. P.S. Crosier was the church's first pastor. In 1886 the church
was received into the South Florida Baptist Association. The first church was
erected at the site of Third Street and Central Avenue S.W. for the sum of
$700.

The year 1916 saw the church relocate to the present site of Second Street and
Central Avenue, building a new sanctuary. In 1918 the church called Dr. J.
Harrison Griffin as pastor. He served 20 years as pastor of First Baptist
Church.

n 1948, Dr. James P. Rodgers was called as pastor of First Baptist Church.
During his pastorate, the church voted to build the "Griffin Educational
Building" and the Lake Shipp mission was started. On January 1, 1956, Lake
Shipp Chapel was organized into Lake Shipp Baptist Church.
p———
In September 1961, First Baptist Church broke ground for a new S.E. Chapel,
and in February 1962 this chapel was constituted into the Parkland Baptist
Church. In 1963 the church voted to build a new sanctuary located at the
corner of Second and Central Avenue. Groundbreaking for this building was
July 14, 1963. This is the present sanctuary.

First Baptist is still a vibrant and growing congregation. There are ministries
for all ages. From children's musicals to trips and programs for senior adults,
First Baptist Church strives to be a lighthouse for the city of Winter Haven and
the surrounding communities.To God be the glory; great things he has done
and continues to do through the people of First Baptist Church Winter Haven,
Florida.
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B S. R.Shimer ........ovenimminiiiiiiiienn, 1910
hv. W.G. Law ..o 1911-1915
F L Griffin. .o 1916-1917
Env R. N. McNemer ....................................... 1917-1918
EI‘ J. Harrisgp NI TIT 1918-1938

...................................... 1948-1954

Bev. Jacob Gamble ... .o, 1970-1984
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YOUNG PASTOR

The [Rev. James P Rodgers]

pastor of the Northwood Bap-
tist church, who leads an ener-
getic congregation which this
week will launch a new phase
of the church bullding " pro-
gram. The church is located at
Broadway and Thirty-ninth
street.
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resignation as pastor of the
Northwood Baptist Church to
accept the pastorate of the
Norwood Baptist Church  of
Birmingham, Ala. His resigna-
tion becomes effective June 18

ACCEPTS
NEW PASTORATE

Resigns As Pastor Of
Northwood Baptist
Church Sunday

Sunday announced his resignation‘

as pastor of the Northwood Bap-
tist Church to accept the pastor-

ate of the Norwood Baptist
Church of Birmingham, Ala., the
resignation to become effective
June 18,

His resignation leaves both Bap-
tist churches of the city without
pastors, Dr, C, H. Bolton having
resigned as pastor of the First
Baptist Church to accept an ap-
pointment with the Reliel and An-
nuity Board of the Southern Bap-

(was less than 100 and at present

Here Six Years
Mr. [Rodgers is leaving North-
wood Church after a successful
pastorate, coming here six years
ago when the church membership

the roll numbers 517, He has seen
the church property grow from a
small auditorium to a large edifice
with complete church school facili-
ties. The Sunday School attend-
ance has grown from less than
100 to an average of 325 each
Sunday, ‘

The Northwood Church six
years ago was valued at about
$£2,500 and was heavily in debt and
today is valued at $25,000, with
a small indebtedness.

Mr. is a graduate of i
Steuon Univemty class of 1930
and attended Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary at Louis-
ville, Ky. He was field secretary
for two years for Stetson Univer-
sity, then accepted the pastorate
of the Pahokee Baptist Church
which he held for two and ong
half years before accepting a call
to the Northwood Church.

He is moderator of the newly
organized Palm-Lake Baptist As-
sociation and is secretary of the
Ministerial Association of the
Palm Beaches.

Born In Miami

He is the son of the lite Jesse
S. [Rodgers and Mrs. [Rodgers
Mlami md was born in Miami

where he was active in church
and woung peoples work before
attending college.

With his wife and two children,
Jimmy, Jr., and Nell, Mr. [Rodgers
will leave for Birmingham shortly
after June 18, taking over his new
work July 1
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%\ prominent parts In the campaigns.
and Longfellow Sireet,- will have
services nightly at 7:48 from tomor-

S row through April 19, and will also
s have services for boys and girls from

¥ congregational singing.

| Petworth. Baptist Church in Wash-
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The Florida Times-Union
Sat, Apr 11, 1953 -Page 2

Three Baptist
Revival Rites
i Begin Sunday

Revival meetings will open in three
Baptist Churches here temorrow,
with out-of-town preacher: having

Ortega Church, Algonquin Avenue

|

| 330 to 4 pmy dally,

[ The Rev. James P. Rodgers, pas-
tor of First Baptist Church of Winter
Haven, will be the guest speaker and
W. Q. Stroup, head of the music de-
pariment for the Florida Baptist
Convention, will lead the choir lﬂd

© Rev| Mr. Rodgers was pastor of!

ington, D.C, before going to Winter
Haven. He is a native of Miami and
| prior to his Washington service was
pastor of the Northwood Church In
West Palm !uch
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Rev. James P. Rodgers |
Accepts Valdosta Call *

i
|

WINTER HAVEN, Nov. 3—The
eV, Jamés P. Rodgers] pastor cvl‘t
First Baptist Church here lm-‘:ef
August, 1948, has announced lm‘t
resignation to accept a call to the i
pastorate of the First Baptist
Cnurch of Valdosta, Ga. |
The resignation, whict. came as,
s surprise to the 1300-member
congregation, becomes effeciive ¢
Dec 15 but the minister will'
preach his farewell sermon at the
Sunday, Nov 20, services. .
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[New Pastor to Preach
First Sermon Next Week
LR ORE a
versily and for the
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The Miami News
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REV. J. P. RODGERS
IS REPORTED ILL

Serious illness of thel Rev. James
I‘m Miamian whoT
'at the Southern Baptist seminary,
' Lonisville, Ky., from sleeping sickness
'was  reported here today by his
' brother. Wilbur [E Todgers] clerk of |
'Dade county school board. al
| graduate of Miami High school, was |
pastor of Northwood Baptist church
i hbefore goinz to the seminary. |
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Senior High, who has taught ad-| VANCEO STUMIES juks s
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Influence Charge

For Adams Again

WASHINGTON P — Interstate
Commerce Commissioners were ac-

| cused yesterday of yielding to in-

fluence by Sherman Adams and
others in refusing to investigate
the takeover of the New York
Central Railroad by Robert R.
Young.

Stockholders trying to force an

investigation also charged that

friendship between Dr. Miiton
Eisenhower, Pres, Eisenhower's
brother, and Young had an effect
on the commission.

They said in a lawsuit filed in
US. District Court here the

—— g previously had pastorates at Win-
iham and West Palm Beach. He/

Graduation
Speaker

DND—Rcv. James P, Rod

of sclence degree at Stetson iIn
1030 and whose son received his
degree at Stetson in 1055, will be
the Summer commcncgmentm
speaker Friday, according to Dr. J.‘

Ollie Edmunds, president of the

university.
Rodgers| is pastor of First)

Baptist Church, Valdosta, Ga. He

ter Haven, Washington, Birming-

i a graduate of Southern Baptist
| Beminary. |
A member of the Georgia Bap-' la
| tist Education Committee, he has| ‘
 served as & member of the boards
of trustees of the Southern tm!l
Southwsetern Baptist Seminaries, | N
member of Southern Baptist k
Evangelical Committee, president w
of Florida Baptist Assembly, vice | w
president of Florida Baptist Con-|r:
vention, chairman of Florida Bap- 't
tist Witness Commission, and |
moderator of Valdosta Baptist p
Assn, ‘ ) : | S
At Stetson, _M-.L‘gl&_kg was {|
business manager of o alee’a
Clubs for four years and arranged  {
|the first tour of churches in the

in
w

friendship between Dr. Eisenhower state. He was business manager t
and Young, a spectacular busi- of Theta Alpha Phi, president of t
he ness operator who later committed Delta Sigma Phi, university Sum- D}
in suicide, was made known to the mer filed worker, member of Ox- v
al  President and to members of the ford Fellowship group and monitor t
| ICC or persons close to them. |of Conrad Hall |a
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