
There will be preaching and communion service by the pastor, Rev. Rogers (Rodgers), if he is able to be there. He 
was moved from the hospital a week or ten days ago, but at this writing does not know whether he will be able to 
preach Sunday.

1929. J. C.poseph Commodore) Rodgers^Bushnell, pastor; +3 baptisms; 26 members; 1 revival; 3rd Sunday
preaching; 6 families recerving’TTorzSS Witness; SS enrollment 21; pastor's salary $60; church
house/grounds value $2,000; local church expenses $10.10; missions $54.59; Mrs. A. A. Abbott, WMS president 14 
members, 2 RS subscribers, 6 Florida Baptist Witness subscribers, $23.48 missions, $35.82 local aid, 3 personal 
service (end WMU report). (PBA officers/leaders from EBC - T. R. Alexander, executive committee member and 
clerk; Mrs. Tom Alexander, committee on memorials; Rodney Abbott gave Christian education report.)

1930. Pasco Baptist Association - No minutes on microfilm.

1931. Pasco Baptist Association - No minutes on microfilm.

1932. Pasco Baptist Association - No minutes on microfilm.

1933. Pasco Baptist Association - No minutes on microfilm.

1933. Works Progress Administration Church Records - C. C. (Charles Cecil) Hancock, RFD #1, Lakeland, pastor. 
"Present Clergyman, C. C. Hancock. Dates of Tenure 1933-1937."

1934. Works Progress Administration Church Records - C. C. (Charles Cecil) Hancock, pastor. (See 1933 entry.)

1934. Pasco Baptist Association - No pastor; H. C. Douglas, Ehren, clerk; 18 members; pastor's salary $82.25; total 
church expenses, including pastor's salary $108.79; no church budget; house/grounds value $2,000.

1935. Pasco Baptist Association - No minutes on microfilm.

Mar. 15,1935. Dade City Banner;

EMMAUS
Mrs. Linna Connell, Rep.

March 13 - Rev. C. C. Hancock of Socrum, will fill his regular appointment here at the church Sunday. Dinner will 
be served at the noon hour. In the afternoon Mrs. A. J. Reinhart of Dade City will give a talk on missions. We hope 
to have a large attendance. Visitors are always welcome.

Sept. 6,1935. Dade City Banner:

Church To Be Host To Former Members

The Emmaus Baptist church, one of the oldest churches in Pasco county, will be host to all its former members and 
friends and all the relatives and friends of those who rest in the church cemetery.

The Sunday school which is celebrating its second anniversary on this date will meet at 10 o'clock. Mr. T. R.



History of Bethany Baptist Church http://www.fivay.org/bethany.html

[Pasco Baptist Association Minutes] (Perhaps the Dade City church had a branch 
Sunday school at Bethany in 1889.)

October 30-November 1, 1891. Not represented. [Pasco Baptist Association 
Minutes]

November 3,1892. Not represented. [Pasco Baptist Association Minutes]

November 2-4,1893. Not listed. [Pasco Baptist Association Minutes]

Bethany Baptist Church No. 2 
1894-1896

Research indicates this is a new and separate church, unrelated to the original 
Bethany, organized 1882. The ‘new’Bethany gives 1894 as its organization date.

November 1-3,1894. Pasco thany received by petitionary letter;
Messenger, L. Kersey.” Past enotasasie (Thonotosassa); Males 5,
Females 8, Total 13; Home Missions .50; Minutes .50. [Pasco Baptist Association 
Minutes]

October 31 - November 2,1895. PastoiZ J.C. Rodgers^ Thonotosassa; Members 13. 
[Pasco Baptist Association Minutes] x--------------—'

October 29-31,1896. No Pastor; Members 13; Organized 1894. [Pasco Baptist 
Association Minutes]

November 4-6,1897. Not listed. [Pasco Baptist Association Minutes]

Judith Richbourg Jolly
Dade City, Pasco County, Florida
April 18, 2015

Chair, Board of Directors
Florida Baptist Historical Society
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Joseph Commodore “JC” Rodgers I 

Birth  12 Mar 1853 

Alabama, USA 

Death  19 Jul 1942 (aged 89) 

Sumter County, Florida, USA 

Burial   

Antioch Cemetery 

Thonotosassa, Hillsborough County, Florida, USA Show Map 

 

Martha Jane Franklin (1858-1931) and Joseph Commodore "JC" Rodgers (1853-

1942) married circa 1879. They seem to have lived in Florida throughout their 

marriage: Hillsborough County in 1880--1885; Pasco County in 1900; Alachua 

County in 1910; and Bushnell, Sumpter County in 1920 and 1930. 

 

J. C. supported his family by farming (1880-1900,) as a Baptist preacher (1910,) 

and as owner of a retail store (1920-1930.) By 1910 Martha Jane had given birth to 

13 children, of whom seven were still alive. 

 

Information other than that found on grave marker (see "Inscription") came from 

US Census enumerations for 1880 (with spouse and children in Hillsborough 

County, Florida,) 1900 (with spouse and children in Slaughter, Pasco, Florida,) 

1910 (with spouse and children in High Springs, Alachua, Florida,) 1920 and 1930 

(with spouse in Bushnell, Sumter, Florida;) Florida State Census for 1885 (with 

spouse and children in Hillsborough County, Florida;) and Florida Death Index, 

1877-1998. 

Inscription 

 

 

Family Members 

Spouse 

    Martha Jane Franklin Rodgers 

1858–1931 

 

Children 

    Joseph Benjamin Rodgers 

1876–1957 

    Mabel Charlotte Rodgers Hunt 

1887–1974 

 


