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First Church, Melbourne 

Calls Minister of Education
Patrick Anderson Ordained 
By No. Jacksonville Church

Patrick Anderson, a student at 
Furman University and son of 
Evangelist and Mrs. Elwin Ander­
son of Jacksonville, was ordained 
to the Gospel ministry by North 
Jacksonville Church, Jacksonville 
on March 10.

Participating in the ordination 
were Robert Yates, Spring Park 
Church; Elwin Anderson; Harrell 
Cushing, Woodstock Park Church; 
William Thirlwell, Brentwood 
Church; R. Wilbur Herring, host 
pastor; and Charles Julian, min­
ister of evangelism at North Jack­
sonville Church.

Anderson is pastoring Buckeye 
Forest Mission, sponsored by First 
Church, Spartanburg, S. C.

Howard B. Williams has been 
called as minister of education at 
First Church, Melbourne, where 
Stephen H. Zukor is pastor.

A native of North Carolina, 
Williams is a graduate of Wake 
Forest College and Southern 
Seminary. He has served as pas­
tor of Swan Quarter Church in 
North Carolina and Clio Church, 
Clio, S. C.; and as minister of 
education at Colonial Heights 
Church, Columbia, S. C. and Bue- 
chel Park Church, Louisville, Ky.

Revival Reports
Westside Church, Lake City, 

Evangelist A. Jay Wimberly, 
Singer Donald Freeman, one for 
baptism, one by letter, Pastor I. 
K. Clements.

Northside Church, Brooksville, 
Evangelist J. A. McKeithen, 13 
for baptism, seven by letter, Pas­
tor J. H. Davis.

Medlock Joins Staff of 
First Church, Lake Worth

The annual luncheon for alum­
ni of Southern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary will be held on May 
7 at the Muehlback Hotel in Kan­
sas City, during the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

Special tribute will be paid to 
Dr. W. W. Adams, for nine years 
professor of New Testament In­
terpretation at Southern, who re­
tires this summer.

Luncheon tickets may be order­
ed from Prof. Inman Johnson, 
alumni president, for $3.75 each.

On March 31 Carl A. Howell 
marked his 18th anniversary as 
pastor of Murray Hill Church, 
Jacksonville.

During these 18 years 1,952 peo­
ple have been baptized. Church 
membership is now 1,997. Ten 
missions, nine of which are now 
churches, have been sponsored. 
Gifts to mission causes have total­
ed $270,075.

On March 17 Dick Wayne John­
son was licensed to preach the 
Gospel by First Church, Polk 
City, where Wilson Shields is pas­
tor.

Johnson is the son of Pastor 
and Mrs. William D. Johnson of 
Sterling Church, Brunswick, Ga.

First Church, Lake Worth has 
called William Medlock as mini­
ster of music.

A graduate of Middle Tennes­
see State College of ' Murfrees­
boro, Tenn, and of Southern 
Seminary, Medlock holds a B.S. 
degree, Bachelor of Sacred Music 
and Master of Church Music de­
grees. He has been minister of 
music at Una Church, Nashville, 
Tenn.; First Church, Murfrees­
boro; Tenn.; Crestwood Church,

On March 20 Sherman L. Scott 
was licensed to preach the Gos­
pel by First Church, Waldo, C. E. 
Rentz, pastor.

Scott is available for supply 
and may be contacted at P.O. Box 
58, Waldo, Fla.

Crestwood, Ky.; and goes to 
Lake Worth from Sevems Val­
ley Church, Elizabethtown, Ky.

The Medlocks have a son, 
Kenny.

Two Tampa Ministers Die
W. FRANK BISHOP

W. Frank Bishop, pastor of 
Belmont Heights Church, Tampa, 
died on March 27.

A native of Tallahassee, Ala. 
Bishop had resided in Tampa for 
42 years. He was ordained to the 
ministry in 1937 and served the 
following churches: State High­
way West Hillsborough, Southside 
of Bradenton, and Belmont 
Heights, where he had been pas­
tor since October, 1945.

Bishop was moderator of Tam­
pa Bay Association two times, and 
was a member of the State Board 
of Missions of the Florida Baptist 
Convention.

Survivors include his widow, 
Mrs. Jessie Bishop; one son, Wil­
liam F., Jr.; a daughter, Dorcne; 
and four brothers, Fletcher Bis­
hop, Lonnie Bishop, J. Earl Tharp, 
and Surrie Tharp.

C. E. RODGERS
C. E. Rodgers, long active in 

Tampa Bay Association, died on 
Sunday, March 24.

Rodgers was pastor of First 
Church, Brandon; and Bayshore 
Church, Tampa before going to 
Vero Beach, where he retired. He 
returned to Tampa and remained 
active in the association, serving 
as interim pastor in a number of 
churches.

Mr. and Mrs. James E. Foster 
left the States March 20 to begin 
their first term of service as 
Southern Baptist missionaries to 
Ghana. They may be addressed 
at Box 78, Tamale, Ghana, West 
Africa. He is a native of Palatka, 
Fla.

William R. Flury became pas­
tor of Collins Chapel Baptist 
Church, Greenwood on April 1. 
He will preach there on the first 
and third Sundays.

The son of a Baptist preacher, 
Flury grew up in Atlanta, Ga. He 
was a salesman in Jacksonville 
before entering the ministry and 
enrolling at Baptist Bible Insti­
tute in 1961. This is his first pas­
torate.

Mrs. Flury was Miss Frances 
Oliver of Atlanta. They have two 
daughters: Brenda Jean, 12; and 
Wanda Ann, 9.

Leo D. Barnes, from Central 
Church, Leesburg, became pastor 
of Sunset Point Church, Clear­
water on April 1.

Leon M. Gambrell has been 
interim pastor at Sunset Point 
Church for five months.

O. S. Rutherford, custodian of 
West Side Church, Lake Wales, 
has retired after ten years' serv­
ice. The church presented him a 
gift at a reception held in his 
honor.

Rutherford has held various of­
fices in the Sunday school and 
Training Union.

Middle Florida Ho 
Cooperative Revi

Challenged by the Gosj 
sages of James A. Sawyei 
of First Church, Cocoa,: 
music leadership of W 
Sims, secretary, Church 
Department, Baptist: 
School Board, 22 of the 25 
es of Middle Florida Bap 
sociation helped to mail! 
average attendance abovi 
an association-wide re 
March 11-17, in First 
Madison.

The meeting was spons 
the Associational Brot 
with Bill Coody in ch- 
planning and organization 
Jack A. Shaw of Madison 
as host for the service 
Vernon Ragans and Mis 
Grace Sapp were accom 

“The success of the m 
says Shaw, “crowned a vei 
cooperation and fellowsh 
has been an inspiration': 
people of this area."

LaVern Plett, minister 
cation at North Jack 
Church, Jacksonville, has 
ed a call from Kennedy 
Memphis, Tenn, to be mil 
education.

Minister of Music-Y
Philip! 

bert, fron 
Shores ( 
Miami 5 
has been 
as mini 
music ani 
at Miami, 
Church,; 
Springs.

The Lamberts, original 
Louisville, Ky., have one

Migrant Missionary J. i 
lor and Mrs. Taylor, whi 
the SBC Home Mission: 
serve the Florida, Geori 
South Carolina areas, hat 
pleted the season's work : 
ida and moved to the Sou) 
lina work. Until August 
address is: Missions Depl 
Baptist Building, 907 Riehl 
Columbia, S. C.

They will be back in the 
ida responsibilities from! 
1-April 1 and may then'; 
dressed at Box 605, Cl 
Fla.

North Dade Heights'
(Continued from pnge : 

Miami in a fish hatchery, 
Miami Shores Church to< 
sponsorship of the Chapel 
The Chapel bought two-an 
acres of ground for $37,7 
remodeled the old build 
approximately $10,000. Th 
er church contributed son 
000 to the Chapel and is 
all indebtedness on the prij

James Kirstein was pl 
the Chapel until January 
when T. E. Williams was 
as pastor.
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•SPIRITUAL CONQUEST NOW 

• CONVENTION WIDE 2 
•evangelistic CONFERENCE* 
® Dallas, Texas •

'* JULY 2, 3, 4, 1963 **

•••••••••

IN MEMORY OF REV. C. E. RODGERS
WHEREAS God in His infinite wisdom and lcve 

has seen fit to cal] Rev. C. E. Rodgers to his heaven­
ly home on March 27th, at the age of 67

THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED that we. the 
members of Flrwt Baptist Church. Brandnn, Florida, 
in regular session June 5, 1963, do pass the follow­
ing resolutions.

1. That we are profoundly grateful for God bless­
ing us with a dedicated, devoted and steadfast min­
ister.

2. That Brother Rodgers was a consecrated Chris­
tian. whose devotion to God was an inspiration to 
all who knew him.

3. That we will always remember with fond affec­
tion this man of God who gave his utmost to pro­
moting Christianity, wherever lie served.

4. That It can be truly said of Brother Rodgers 
"Well done, thou good and faithful servant.”

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that one copy of 
these resolutions be placed in the minutes of the 
June business meeting of the FlTSt Baptist Church, 
Brandon, Florida, one copy sent to the Florida Bap­
tist Witness, and one copy sent to Mrs. Rodgers.

Respectfully submitted.
L. G. Meadows. Pastor-Moderator 
G. Oscar I-a«tinger. Clerk

222 CHURCH LIBRARIES REGISTERED IN MAT
NASHVILLE — The statistical scoreboard shows 

that 222 new church libraries were registered with 
the church library department of the Baptist Sun­
day School Board during May.

The new additions brlnR the total number of reg­
istered libraries in the Southern Baptist Convention 
to 9.329.

"The year 1963 la proving to be an exceptional one 
for beginning new libraries." said Wayne E. Tudd, 
department secretary "As of May 31, the year's To­
tal was 912. The best year on record was 1961. when 
649 libraries were registered."

Thirty-two states the District of Columbia, and 
Mexico were represented In the May count.
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f&L Bear-do^
added. The motion carried. For unknown reasons, perhaps with 
healing in mind, a motion was made and seconded that Rev. W. 
B. Davidson, the former pastor, be invited back to preach a 
series of sermons on three designated nights. The motion failed.

Wise counsel prevailed, at least in part, when the church 
accepted a motion made by Sister D. D. Thompson that a 
committee visit the M. Z. Brandon’s and ask them to come 
back. The committee was also asked to visit H. W. Cornett and 
wife to seek to restore fellowship. The make-up of this 
committee was:

Bro. Woods, Chairman: Bro. Pelt; 
Sister Watson; Sister Fontaine;
Sister J. C. Cornett; Sister W. W. Marlowe

The hurt feelings, however, must have run deep for“... H. 
W. Cornett stated that the Committee need not visit his family 
because the vote was not unanimous. H. W. Comett also stated 
that he severed forever his connections with this church.” 
(However, that proved not to be so.)

Fellowship with the Brandons was restored in short order 
fortheir names were re-entered on the church roll on November 
16, after being absent less than two weeks, noting how these 
outstanding Christians proved themselves again. Somehow this 
opened the flood gates for an exodus. Before it was over letters 
for the following members were granted:

J. C. Cornett, Mrs. J. C. Comett, Edna Comett, Edith 
Comett, W. Comett, Mrs. W. Cornett, Sam Comett, 
Elsie Comett, Nathan Cornett, Mary Comett, W. W. 
Marlowe, Mrs. W. W. Marlowe, Evelyn Groves, Catherine 
Marlowe, Charley Pelt, Mrs. Charley Pelt, Gilbert Pelt, 
Milton Pelt, S. L. Durrance, Mrs. S. L. Durrance, 
Mildred Durrance, Gwendolyn Durrance, Jules Durrance.

But God was not through with this congregation (though 
grieved He surely must have been) for He had a man named C. 
E. Rodgers waiting in the wmgs. Rev. Rodgers has later been

spoken of as “a revitalizer of churches” and this church was a 
ten on the one to-ten scale in need of restored fellowship and 
restatement of purpose. God could not have given the church a 
better Christmas present, than when on December 21, 1930, a 
Call was extended, a unanimous Call, which Rev. Rodgers 
accepted. '
“ Rev. C. E. Rodgers was bom in Mango, Florida, September 
25, 1895. He received his college training at Mercer University 
in Georgia, where, upon graduation, he taught Greek for two 
years. He then attended Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
at Louisville, Kentucky. His pastorates included: Five years at 
Brandon, eight years at Bayshore Baptist Church in Tampa and 
thirteen years at First Baptist Church in Vero Beach, Florida. 
He married Miss Flora Crum of the Plant City area on January 
19, 1917. She actively supported and assisted him during 
college and career.

Rev. Rodgers died March 27, 1963, six months after 
serving as Interim Pastor at the Brandon Church where earlier 
he had done so much to improve the fellowship within the 
congregation. Mrs. Rodgers survived him and lived at the 
Florida Baptist Retirement Center in Vero Beach, Florida. 
(Note: During the writing of this history, Mrs. Rodgers died 
January 6,1986.) In Rev. Rodger’s memory, the church passed 
a resolution which included the following line:

“That we are profoundly grateful to God for blessing us 
with a dedicated, devoted and steadfast minister.”

(Further, in 1963, the church installed electronic Carillon 
bells atop the church building honoring Bro. Rodgers. Their 
beautiful tones are still heard around the area as they play 
hymns of faith for the townspeople from atop the present 
sanctuary.)

The church arose from despair and continued to function. 
On January 4, 1931, a slate of officers was elected to lead for 
the year. On January 7 the church approved a motion that the 
deacons serve as the Finance Committee with authority to 
hand'e bills as they saw fit.
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