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This, That and the Other

First Church, Melbourne
Calls Minister of Education

Howard B. Williams has been
called as minister of education at
First Church, Melbourne, where
Stephen H. Zukor is pastor,

A native of North Carolina,
Williams is a graduate of Wake
Forest College and Southern
Seminary. He has served as pas-
tor of Swan Quarter Church in
North Carolina and Clio Church,
Clio, S. C.; and as minister of
education at Colonial Heights
Church, Columbia, S. C. and Bue-
chel Park Church, Louisville, Ky.

Medlock Joins Staff of
First Church, Lake Worth

First Church, Lake Worth has
called William Medlock as mini-
ster of music.

A graduate of Middle Tennes-
see State College of ‘Murfrees-

boro, Tenn. and of Southern
Sem'mary, Medlock holds a B.S.
degree, Bachelor of Sacred Music
and Master of Church Music de-
grees. He has been minister of
music at Una Church, Nashville,
Tenn.; First Church, Murfrees-
boro; Tenn.; Crestwood Church,

Patrick Anderson Ordained
By No. Jacksonville Church

Patrick Anderson, a student at
Furman University and son of
Evangelist and Mrs. Elwin Ander-
son of Jacksonville, was ordained
to the Gospel ministry by North
Jacksonville Church, Jacksonville
on March 10,

Participating in the ordination
were Robert Yates, Spring Park
Church; Elwin Anderson; Harrell
Cushing, Woodstock Park Church;
William Thirlwell, Brentwood
Church; R. Wilbur Herring, host
pastor; and Charles Julian, min-
ister of evangelism at North Jack-
sonville Church,

Anderson is pastoring Buckeye
Forest Mission, sponsored by First
Church, Spartanburg, S, C.

Revival Reports

Westside Church, Lake City,
Evangelist A. Jay Wimberly,
Singer Donald Freeman, one for
baptism, one by letter, Pastor I.
K. Clements,

Northside Church, Brooksville,
Evangelist J. A. McKeithen, 13
for baptism, seven by letter, Pas-
tor J. H, Davis.

The annual luncheon for alum-
ni of Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary will be held on May
7 at the Muehlback Hotel in Kan-
sas City, during the Southern
Baptist Convention.

Special tribute will be paid to
Dr. W. W. Adams, for nine years
professor of New Testament In-
terpretation at Southern, who re-
tires this summer.

Luncheon tickets may be order-
ed from Prof. Inman Johnson,
alumni president, for $3.75 each.

On March 31 Carl A. Howell
marked his 18th anniversary as
pastor of Murray Hill Church,
Jacksonville,

During these 18 years 1,952 peo-
ple have been baptized, Church
membership is now 1,997. Ten
missions, nine of which are now
churches, have been sponsored.
Gifts to mission causes have total-
ed $270,075.

On March 17 Dick Wayne John-
son was licensed to preach the
Gospel by First Church, Polk
City, where Wilson Shields is pas-
tor.

Johnson is the son of Pastor
and Mrs. William D. Johnson of
Sterling Church, Brunswick, Ga.

On March 20 Sherman L. Scott
was licensed to preach the Gos-
pel by First Church, Waldo, C. E.
Rentz, pastor.

Scott is available for supply
and may be contacted at P.O. Box
58, Waldo, Fla.

Crestwood, Ky.; and goes to
Lake Worth from Severns Val-
ley Church, Elizabethtown, Ky.

The Medlocks have a son,
Kenny,
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Two Tampa Ministers Die

W. FRANK BISHOP

W. Frank Bishop, pastor of
Belmont Heights Church, Tampa,
died on March 27.

A native of Tallahassee, Ala.
Bishop had resided in Tampa for
42 years. He was ordained to the
ministry in 1937 and served the
following churches: State High-
way West Hillsborough, Southside
of Bradenton, and Belmont
Heights, where he had been pas-
tor since October, 1945.

Bishop was moderator of Tam-
pa Bay Association two times, and
was a member of the State Board
of Missions of the Florida Baptist
Convention,

Survivors include his widow,
Mrs, Jessie Bishop; one son, Wil-
liam F., Jr.; a daughter, Dorcne;
and four brothers, Fletcher Bis-
hop, Lonnie Bishop, J. Earl Tharp,
and Surrie Tharp,

C. E. RODGERS

C. E. Rodgers, long active in
Tampa Bay Association, died on
Sunday, March 24.

Rodgers was pastor of First
Church, Brandon; and Bayshore
Church, Tampa before going to
Vero Beach, where he retired. He
returned to Tampa and remained
active in the association, serving
as interim pastor in a number of
churches.

Mr, and Mrs, James E. Foster
left the States March 20 to begin
their first term of service as
Southern Baptist missionaries to
Ghana. They may be addressed
at Box 78, Tamale, Ghana, West
Africa. He is a native of Palatka,
Fla,

William R. Flury became pas-
tor of Collins Chapel Baptist
Church, Greenwood on April 1.
He will preach there on the first
and third Sundays.

The son of a Baptist preacher,
Flury grew up in Atlanta, Ga. He
was a salesman in Jacksonville
before entering the ministry and
enrolling at Baptist Bible Insti-
tute in 1961, This is his first pas-
torate,

Mrs, Flury was Miss Frances
Oliver of Atlanta, They have two
daughters: Brenda Jean, 12; and
Wanda Ann, 9,

Leo D. Barnes, from Central
Church, Leesburg, became pastor
of Sunset Point Church, Clear-
water on April 1.

Leon M. Gambrell has been
interim pastor at Sunset Point
Church for five months.

0. S. Rutherford, custodian of
West Side Church, Lake Wales,
hag retired after ten years’ serv-
ice, The church presented him a
gift at a reception held in his
honor,

Rutherford has held various of-
fices in the Sunday school and
Training Union,

FLORIDA BAPTIST
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Church 5.8 T.U. Bapt IN MEMORY OF REV. C. K. RODGERS
Lake City, Westside . e @8 n WHEREAS Goad in His infinite wisdom and love
Lake Garfield, First 109 g has seen fit to call Rev. C. E. Rodgers to his heaven-
" o) o ls H) ? ly home on March 27th, at the age of 67.
(,"\t{.ll I_A‘venuc ‘u n THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED that we. the
Pu al ake _— o 33 members of Firat Baptist Church. Brandon, Florida,
" Dixicland - 208 1 in regular session June 5, 1963, do pass the follow-
2 5 {ll_r = 1 Ing resolutions.
»  Parkview 2 1. That we are profoundly grate{ul for God hless-
*  Southside sl };‘l llr‘lta“u: with a min-
. ‘Webster Avenue .
Lake Park, First . s o 13 4 2. That Brother Rodgers was a consecrated Chris-
Lake Placid, First __ .. A @& tlan, whose devotion to God was an inspiration to
Lake w:(l;;m!":rn - 1’1: :‘lll) all who knew him.
ew X 3. That we will always remember with fond affec-
L :.o waorth, Militana = 4 tion this man of Yo wave hia utmglt to pro-
arg f;:lh:l Road 41 M moting Chnnhnlly. wherever he served,
Leesburg, Main Street __ —— 201 4“6 That it can be truly said of Brother Rodpn
Live Os . First I | ns 1 "Well done, thou good and {aithful servant.”
Jowmd m» 1 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that one copy of
Longwood, Flrst ... s 184 48 these resolutions be placed in the minutes of the
Marlanna, First e — 234 June business meeting of the First Baptiat Church,
Melrose, Eliam : 147 64 Brandon, Florids, one copy sent ta the Florida Bap-
Miami, Bird Road & Mission ... 433 154 tist Witness, and one copy sent to Mrs, Rodgers.
Caral Cit ... 298 03 1 Rcs ctiull! bmif ud
C:n(rnl &y Mis) o 952 362 3 pe“ul‘y o !
sion 317 118 Pas
w (C,MM i g = 200 G Oscar Lnﬂn(er Clcrk
. Cutler Ridge — 2711 101 — -
:' iret . b 502 195 222 CIIUICII I.IBRARI!l IFGIE'I‘ERBD IN MAY
¢ Plagami & Mission 7{; 244 NASHVILLE — The statlstical scoreboard shows
% E'n.tl;'\:: Street ... . . g” %?g l:“c?: n;ulllbchurclz Mbr‘lrlulw-‘relhregédered gvm\
- ur a -
¢ Lake Vew & Mission gg} {;; 4 d:y Sthool Board durt %.r retiefithe: Bantus SUg
“ SeF 24 363 The new additions bring the tnul number of reg-
“ 90 1 istered libraries in the tist Co
w 131 2 t0 9,328,
" 591 1 “The year 1963 Is proving to be an eltepllnrull one
- 82 3 sor b:gmnm- ne:.v mrnxi«‘ said o at%‘n E. d,
Ll 76 epartmen! secretar S Q € year s 10~
" 156 . tal was 912. bu’:. year on rt(zrd was 1881, when
“ 231 1 849 libraries were registered.”
o 79th Street . 272 90 2 Thirty-two states, the District of Columbia, and
" %on:f.hul({ &, 157 58 Mexica were represented in the May count
= wr;yv‘::l.ty Musions e Iey — — i ———
“ West Flagler Park . - 358 126 Church 8.8. T.U. Bapt.
Milton. First .48 1m 1 Plant C'gﬂ:h"ﬂ ;;g 153
ount ra, Firs - % 101 v any
Mulberry. First . W T st Side ... — 252 107
Neptune Bch., Nepiune & Mission . 437 13 2 o First .. - - . 340 145
New Fort Richey, First & Mission — e 52 ©  Springnead ______ 2l 14
Niceville, First — = — W3 146 3 ’Nrke‘ Creek .. 243 178 1
Ocala, First W ~ 83 13 Pompano Beach, North Pompnno 346 ]
- Highlan _ a8 67 ;or: (31rarluue First & M\mon — lzﬁ ;g
“  Wyomina Park o1 oM or ange -
Okuchobez First & Missions .. “ o mn Port St. Joe, First ... 289 122
Oneco, First 2 180 2 ;L“V‘Ldﬁé“cld V‘ng:t 1“ g
Orange Park, First .. Mm n orda. b1 - S
n 122 35
Qrlonde; C:ﬁ.e‘:e :"k & Mission % % Auxustine, Ancient Clty .. 4us
- Duflnnegodstreet & Mission g 3 St Pe‘"'z‘:;g' Ax l' ﬁ; gg
" 1 = =
" Fu!rvlew Shores ... - 13 = Emina ~am 188 o
. ;]l“r‘i A 5‘,‘2”‘"“ 2 L: T ~ mh Avenue & Misslon I%;} ga 1
A orida or es - [ ] . *
“  Holden Helghts W/ 1M . r N"'k‘hm"i Pek & Mi gg l;g
“ North Park & Mission w1 T2 2 orih East Park & Mission Y
*  Pine Castle . — 06 1: 1 Northaide et 414 0
" Pine Hilly . — 0 s Snnlord. Pincerest - 363 i A |
" %'."""GG - : l; Sarasots, Bay Haven — . 274 1M
“  Walnut Street _ 2§ 134 v Eitheiae '"l_om St 7
Orla Vista, Lake Hill & Mission M 40 Scottsmoor, First 100 28
Oviedo, First 11 3% Sebastian, First -1 =
Pahokee, First ETU R Tt Sebring, Flest — . 73 11
Palatka, First 574 137 ey e e G
Palmetto, First e MO W8 Starke, Madhoh Street —....—... 118 S0
anmn glty. Cedar Grave . 17 " 1 Stuart, First & Mlssion .. - 328 122 3
~~~~~~~~ U7
e ey = l= Tallghassee, First & Mission _ 1,075 382
Immonuel & Missions 451 188 L — R
parker Fisi 0 B Tampe, s e W
. k]
P:nucoll Ean Hill . 181 3 P ay&ho) . 535 180
P Hel( s B.i - ;lrn &HMl:lsslon = !z!]: 228
- orest Hills 59
gﬂy‘:'l-'.r'ﬂ?m?m — 50 R ey i @ oz
Olive & Mission P ake Carroll ... ..
Plainview i ;e Mango o 522 152
Pleasant Grov ve 200 9 Old Fashion ‘s m s
Warringto! Mission 841 Palma Cela 619 212 1
Whitfield Memurlal 3 = B rovidence —.....——. 375 222
Perry, First . oo 78 10 Serninole ' T
New. Home - M3 Spencer Memorial . 807 285 ]
Southslde - LLLEE Trinity s 198 43
== - — — S s Wolhwood S gy 203 a1
P Tavares, First & Mission - 330 kid
.. . Titusville, First & Misslon 462 135
.. [ ] ® Valparulso, First ... - 25 8%
. . Venlce. First .. 223 83
;1] T 2
m .‘ Vero Beach, First — U8 113 10
. Glendale & Mission . 257 12§ 3
OSPIRITUAL CONQUEST Now® Vo™ "™ w1
averly .. - 81 3
wm Fll}y}\ Bl:h u)‘lnt & Mlmor 12"1!: 270 1
averhi 4 170
P4 VA'C‘S?LV'SE:ZI%% WIDE . Northwood & Mission 8 13 3
NFERENC% e ate ..
Whitehouse _ 122 65
‘ﬂ wudwood First & Missions - 3N 100
. Dallas, Texas . Williston, First i | gy
JULY 2 3 4 Winter Garden, First & Mission 309 ™
’ Winter Haven, First __ e 481 148
. 1963 . inman Park _ st -+
® “  Parkland . — . . 215 69
.. . Winter Park, East Side . 0]
L I ITY] Killarney & Mis B9 1 1
Zephryhills, First .. . - 279 53




added. The motion carried. For unknown reasons, perhaps with
healing in mind, a motion was made and seconded that Rev. W.
B. Davidson, the former pastor, be invited back to preach a
series of sermons on three designated nights. The motion failed.

Wise counsel prevailed, at least in part, when the church
accepted a motion made by Sister D. D. Thompson that a
committee visit the M. Z. Brandon’s and ask them to come
back. The committee was also asked to visit H. W. Cornett and

wife to seek to restore fellowship. The make-up of this
committee was:

Bro. Woods, Chairman: Bro. Pelt;
Sister W atson; Sister Fontaine;
Sister J. C. Cornett; Sister W. W, Marlowe

The hurt feelings, however, must have rundeep for*. . . H.
W. Cornett stated that the Committee need not visit his family
because the vote was not unanimous. H. W. Comett also stated
that he severed forever his connections with this church.”
(However, that proved not to be so.)

Fellowship with the Brandons was restored in short order
fortheir names were re-entered on the church roll on November
16, after being absent less than two weeks, noting how these
outstanding Christians proved themselves again. Somehow this
opened the flood gates for an exodus. Before it was over letters
for the following members were granted:

J. C. Cornett, Mrs. J. C. Cornett, Edna Cornett, Edith
Cornett, W. Cornett, Mrs. W. Cornett, Sam Cormett,
Elsie Comett, Nathan Cornett, Mary Cornett, W. W.
Marlowe, Mrs. W, W. Marlowe, Evelyn Groves, Catherine
Marlowe, Charley Pelt, Mrs. Charley Pelt, Gilbert Pelt,
Milton Pelt, S. L. Durrance, Mrs. S. L. Durrance,
Mildred Durrance, Gwendolyn Durrance, Jules Durrance.

But God was not through with this congregation (though
grieved He surely must have been) for He had a man named C.
E. Rodgers waiting in the wings. Rev. Rodgers has later been
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spoken of as “‘a revitalizer of churches™ and this church was a
ten on the one-to-ten scale in need of restored fellowship and
restatement of purpose. God could not have given the church a
better Christmas present, than when on December 21, 1930, a
Call was extended, a unanimous Call, which Rev. Rodgers
accepted.

Rev. C. E. Rodgers was born in Mango, Florida, September
25, 1895. He received his college training at Mercer University
in Georgia, where, upon graduation, he taught Greek for two
years. He then attended Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
at Louisville, Kentucky. His pastorates included: Five years at
Brandon, eight years at Bayshore Baptist Church in Tampa and
thirteen years at First Baptist Church in Vero Beach, Florida.
He married Miss Flora Crum of the Plant City area on January
19, 1917. She actively supported and assisted him during
college and career.

Rev. Rodgers died March 27, 1963, six months after
serving as Interim Pastor at the Brandon Church where earlier
he had done so much to improve the fellowship within the
congregation. Mrs. Rodgers survived him and lived at the
Florida Baptist Retirement Center in Vero Beach, Florida.
(Note: During the writing of this history, Mrs. Rodgers died
January 6, 1986.) In Rev. Rodger’s memory, the church passed
a resolution which included the following line:

“That we are profoundly grateful to God for blessing us
with a dedicated, devoted and steadfast minister.”

(Further, in 1963, the church installed electronic Carillon
bells atop the church building honoring Bro. Rodgers. Their
beautiful tones are still heard around the area as they play
hymns of faith for the townspeople from atop the present
sanctuary.)

The church arose from despair and continued to function.
On January 4, 1931, a slate of officers was elected to lead for
the year. On January 7 the church approved a motion that the
deacons serve as the Finance Committee with authority to
handle bills as they saw fit.
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