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(LEO B. ROBERTS) is a native Floridian. Born in Peunsacola
where he spent his chnildhood and early manhood. He recelved
hls elementary and high school training in the public schcols
of Escambia County. He is a graduate of -Stetson University

with an A.B. degree, and of Southern Baptist Seminary with a

Th.M/'degree.

In addition to serviung churches in the Pensacola
o @

.Bay Association during his early ministry he served as a

Chaplain during World Wear II for three and & half years.
Upon returhing to the pastorate he served the First Baptist
Church, Halues City, and Delaney Street Baptist Church,
Orlzndo.

-

On March 1, 1959, Roberts began his service as Fleld

Secretary of Florida Baptist Convention in District 9, This

position he held until he came to his present assignument
January 1, 1963. He 1s currently General Director of the

Floride Baptist Retirement Center, Vero Beach.



WALNUT HILL BAPTIST CHURCH

In 1915 Southern States Lumber Company constructed a one-room school building near
the present Walnut Hill Station east of the Frisco Railroad. Arranged for classroom
work and preaching services, Baptists and Methodists met there together for almost five
years. On June 13, 1920, under the leadership of Rev. J.H. McAnally and Rev. J.T. Fillin-
gim, Walnut Hill Baptist Church was organized.

Charter members were Mr. and Mrs. J.H. Brown, Mr. and Mrs. J.J. Deaux, Mr. and Mrs.
W.0. Cohron, and Mr. and Mrs. W.A. Brown. Mr. W.A. Brown was elected clerk and deacon,
and Rev. McAnally was called as pastor, receiving $60 annual salary. The church was
received into Pensacola Bay Baptist Association October 12, 1920.

The first building was constructed in 1925 on land donated by Mr. and Mrs. W.A.
Brown. Located on the north side of the highway, it stood until 1992. Construction on
the present sanctuary was completed in 1954, and the adjacent pastorium (today a youth
building) was built in 1958. A brick pastorium was completed in 1976, and a fellowship
building was constructed in 1986.

o AL ) Some of the pastors who have served the church are J.T. Fillingim, H.W. McNair,

A.J. Noblett, C.O. Stewart, Holly Secrist, LaDon Hall, Cary Hanks, Jr., Roy

Chewning, Jesse Wood (Interim), and James Boyd (Interim).
The church owns twenty-one acres of land, including the cemetery with 641 grave-
sites. A special offering to maintain the cemetery is received each year at Homecoming,

which is observed the first Sunday in August.

Submitted by Billy G. Ward, 5361 Arthur Brown Rd., Walnut Hill, FL 32568

Written by Judith Richbourg Jolly, 8588 Belle Meadow Blvd., Pensacola, FL 32514
Sources: Records of Walnut Hill Baptist Church and Pensacola Bay Baptist Association

Photo: Walnut Hill Baptist Church, 5741 Arthur Brown Road, Walnut Hill, Florida
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George Smith

Agnes Pylant

George Thomas Smith is the new pastor
of First Church, Miami Gardens, Hollywood.

He received a bachelor of divinity and
master of divinity degrce from Northern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, Brookfield, {ll. and
did graduate work in counseling at Wright
State College, Fairborn, Oh, He served church-
¢s in both Illinois and Ohio.

Smith and his wile, Lois, have two children:
Sheidon and Sheri.

Agnes Durant Pylamt, minister to senior
adults, First Church, Palmetto, recently re-
ccived an honorary doctor of ministry degree
in church recreation at Southwest Baptist Col-
lege, Bolivar, Mo. It is belicved to be the
first certificate awarded by a college in the
development of church recreation training.

Mrs. Pylant is a graduate of Texas Chris-

res

tian University and Southwestcrn Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, Ft. Worth, and author of
many books published on the subject of church
recreation.

Don E. Collins has accepted the call as
minister of education at North East Park
Church, St. Petersburg.

A graduate of the University of Florida,
Gainesville and Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, Ft. Worth, he has served
as minister of education and cvangelism at
Lake Forest Church, Jacksonville for the past
threc years.

Collins and his wife, Marie, have two chil-
dren.

Pleasant Ridge Church, Westville has called
Thomas Miller as pastor.

He is a student at Baptist Bible Institute,
Graceville.

While stationed in Greeee, he served as
pastor of the English-speaking church of Thes-
salonica.

Miller and his wife, the former Dianc Ray-
bon, have two children.

Macedonia Church, Jacksonville has called
Wayne Rowe as minister of music.

Rowe was formerly at First Church, Calla-
han and comes to Jacksonville from Hickory
Grove Church, Green Cove Springs.

ties boilding on February 29. Cost of the 17,008 square foot complex is spproximately

$335,000. Participating im the omy were

bers of the building ¢ H

(from left):

W. C. Copeland, ITI, Evelym May, Van H. Priest, Mildred Bruner, Lacy Woodard (co-chasir-
man), W, B, Clark (chairman), Claymore Schanitker and Edith Davis; Pastor Eddie Humes.
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Leo Roberts Dies

Leo B. Roberts, 72, died March 14 in
Lakeland.

A graduate of Stetson University, DeLand
and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary,
Louisville, he attended chaplaincy schools whik
on active duty and in the Army reserve.

Roberts was pastor of First Church, Huns
City for four years and of Delaney Street

Church, Orlando for seven ycars. He wasalo |

active in denominational work, scrving as &

member of ‘Florida State Board of Missions; |

field secretary, district nine; and gencral direc-
tor, Florida Baptist Retircment Center, Vero
Beach at the time of his rctirement in 1968.

TFuneral services were held March 16 at
Southside Church, Lukcland with Pastor Phillip
E. Lykes officiating. Burial was in Pensacols

Survivors include his widow, Edith, Lake-
land; daughter, Mrs. Joha (Betty) Hill, Austin,
Tex.; and son, Douglas, Orlando.

FIRST SPANISH Church, Orlando was cou-
stituted on February 29, with 213 charter
members. It began in 1969 as a Spanish De
partment of First Church, Orlando by Rafael
de Armas (center), who will continue to scrve
as pastor. Participating in the service were
(from left): Henry Allen Parker, pastor of
First Churcly, Orlando; Armas; Tom Draper,
director of assaciational missions, Wekiwa
Association; (Not shown): Hubert Hurt, direc-
tor of Language Missions Department, Florida
Baptist Convention; and Carmen Martines
church member.

Revivals

North Jacksonville Church, Jacksonvill;
Evangelists: The Stalnccker Team; 27 profes
sions of faith; cight by letter; Ralph Stone,
pastor.

Springhill Church, Fernandina Beach;
Evangelist James McKeithen; 28 profession
of faith, two by letter; Charles Fouraker, par
tor.

Hickory Church, Lake City; Evangelist Bil
Wilkes; 23 professions of faith; James Steele,
pastor.
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Rev. Leo B. Roberts

"According to the Pleasant Grove Baptist Church Centennial Year 1869-1969
historical document, Bro. Leo B. Roberts, was licensed to preach by that church, August
16, 1925.

"There is no record of Bro Leo preaching at Union Hill, however, the Shiver
family girls remember him preaching there, and they remember him preaching his first
sermon at Union Hill.

"In addition to that, some of the Shiver sisters remember his lovely wife, Edith
Bell Roberts, because she wore big, beautiful, large brim hats, and they remember her
beautiful smile. They remember seeing her many, many times at the church.

"No church records are available for those years because they were burned with
the church when it was destroyed by fire in September 1943.

"Brother Leo Roberts must have been pastor of Union Hill Baptist Church,
because the Myrtle Grove Baptist Church has this to say about him in their 1930-1980
Bicentennial Celebration historical document: 'On May 11, 1930, the church voted to call
Reverend Leo Roberts as pastor, however, Brother Roberts asked that the call be withheld
until he could call a conference with his church, Union Hill. On June 13, 1930, the
church again voted to call Reverend Roberts as pastor.’

"The church goes on to say that 'Reverend Leo Roberts served as pastor for three
years, leaving the church in December 1932. During his pastorate here, he saw the
church membership grow to 71 while the Sunday School enrollment reached 127 and the
B.Y.P.U. enrollment rose to 52.'

"Reverend L.eo Roberts served the remaining portion of his ministry in Cedar
Keyes, Florida. The Leo Roberts family had a son and a daughter. Brother Leo was one
of the sons of R.L. Roberts of Pleasant Grove, who was one of the brothers to my father,
and he was one of my double first cousins.

"We leave this subject with this thought: Reverend Leo Roberts was Myrtle Grove
Baptist Church's first pastor. He served two and a half years, from June 1930 to
December 1932."

History of Union Hill Baptist Church by Tyrus Roberts

Rev. Leo B. Roberts, son of Robert Lee Roberts and Theodosia Frances Jones Roberts,
was born August 2, 1904. He died March 14, 1976 and is buried in Pleasant Grove
Baptist Church Cemetery, southwest Escambia County, Florida.

Edith M. Bell Roberts was born May 1, 1908. She died June 4, 1998 and is buried in
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church Cemetery, southwest Escambia County, Florida.

Judith Richbourg Jolly
Florida Baptist Historical Society
October 18, 2007
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Undated Copy Of Newspaper Article
From The Files Of Mrs. Mary Pokrant, Pensacola, Florida
Capt. Leo B, Roberts, husband of Mrs. Leo B. Roberts of 806 North Q street,
is a chaplain with an anti-aircraft unit assigned to the Ninth Air defense
command in France. He attended John B. Stetson university and Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary and held pastorates in Kentucky and Florida
before entering the chaplain's corps of the Army.

Undated Microfilm Copy Of Obitvary
From The Files Of Mrs. Mary Pokrant, Pensacola, Florida

LAKELAND - Rev. Leo B, Roberts, a native of Pensacola, died Sunday at
Lakeland Hospital. Rev. Roberts was a retired Baptist minister and had served
churches in Florida and Kentucky. He served as an Army Chaplain during
World War Il in England, France and Germany. Rev. Roberts was a ficld
secretary of South Florida Shiloh and Ridge Association from 1957 to 1963,
At the time of his retirement in 1968, he was director of the Florida Baptist
Retirement Center in Vero Beach, Fla.. Survivors include his widow, Edith
Roberts of Lakeland; one son, Douglas Roberts of Orlando; one daughter,
Betty Hill of Austin, Texas; one sister, Vera O'Brien of Seminole, Ala., one
brother, Rev. Emest Roberts of Pensacola; and four grandchildren. Gentry
Morrison Southside of Lakeland is in charge of arrangements.
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