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About 1861, Lardner as we knew him, with his family
migrated to Fort Green,'Floridé, where they raised cattle
on the pioneer frontier. Lardner's mother passed away
May 3, 1899 and was bﬁriéd in New Zion Cemetery.

His father, James M. Hendry} remarried to Martha
Francis Wihgate, who was born December 24, 1870. To
this family were born three boys and three girls, making a
total of i? brothers>andISis£ers. We are sure there is
much to be writtenlﬁn the Cﬁristian life of Reverend
Lardner Hendry but Qe'do not héve it at this time.

It was duriﬁg this period that a Mrs. Elsie Foot
Hawkins, whb passed awéy Aﬁgust 22, 1912, was laid to rest.
She wasxthe”firgf pérsoh to be laid to rest in Bethany
Cemetefyg' Tﬁere were two others that year, one was a two year
old éﬁild, Jéséié Th;mpsbn, whé died October 14, 1912. Another
child was entered that year, "Leffie Tayldr" died December 31,

1912, and was the third peréon to be interred. ‘At that time

o

the developin"offthe cemetery plot began’in earnest,
which consisted of very strenuous work as it was all done
with hand éboié.

REVEREND JOHN ALTON ROBERTS

August 12, 1917, Bethany Church called Reverend John
A. Roberts as pastor and he pastored until 1921. Afterwards

he served two other terms. Reverend John was the son of
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Henry Ca;son_Roberts, Henry Carson Roberts was born in
1820, qnd was married to Nancy Ann No;ris, who was born in
1830.

Henry Carson was a_Civil’War soldier and a very popular
wrestle: and a farmg;. :Many pfhthe,querts of DeSota, Hardee,
Manatee, Lee and Hillsborough Counties yg;e/are descendgnts
of Henry Carson Roberts.

~After the death of Henry Roberts in May, 1882, a
wagon train left Bainbridge, Georgia, pound for South
Florida. It included many of the Roberts familieg,
including Reverend John who was about 12 years old at
that time. Brothers and'sisters‘of Reverend John were
Mary, Martha, William, Enoch, Charity,‘Nanqy,_and Burrell.
John Alton Roberts was born in Decatur County, Georgia,
September 17, ;870 and lived with Brother Brown Roberts
after his parents died.

John A. Roberts married Edna V. Albritton, daughter
of Asbury Albritton, and to this union were addeq four
sons: Alton, Owen, Sidney and Lelandf Reve;end.John
joined with the Union Baptist Church at Lily, apd_wgs
ordained in 1911. Afterwards he moved to the community
of New Zion, on phe west p;ongjéf Hone C?eek, where he
Ffarmed q;t:us and_tfgck farmed,:and raised his family,.

Soon after moving here he and his wife moved their membership



to New Zion‘Church iﬁ the year of 1898.

Reverend John Robeifs pastored many churches through
the Association and many converts accepted the Lord and
were added to the Lamb's Record Book of Life.

Reverend John was a faithful péstor to his flock at
Bethany and will always_be reﬁembefea with affection.
Reverend John was followed by oﬁe son and two grandsons
in the ministerial services.

Brother John departed thisllife to bé.with Jesus and
his loved ones May 27, 1938, aﬂd was laid to rest in the
New Zion Cemetery in Hardee Cé@nty beside his wife, Edna.
Obituary gf Reverend John Roﬁerts:

Death Claims Rev. John Roberts

‘ New Zion Baptist Church has suffered a great

" loss in the death of Brother John Roberts who was
called to his reward on May 27, 1938. Brother John
was born in Decatur Co., GA., September 17, 1870.
(He) moved to Florida when about 12 years of age,
living with his brother Brown Roberts as his
parents died when he was quite young. He grew to
manhood, joined the Baptist Church at Lily, later
"was ordained to ministerial work and for many years

pastoring many churches throughout this Association and

with the approval of the Lord in great power of the
spirit brought many souls into the Kingdom. After
moving to this community, he and his wife moved
their membership with us in the year of 1898 till
time of death. His place in this church can't be
filled. We miss him with bowed heads and humble
hearts we say goodby to meet him again in that city
where all is peace and joy and we shall know each
other there. Brother John leaves to mourn his going,
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Brother Alton, Sydnéy; Owen, and Leland Roberts, their
families and relatives and a host of friends.

- Committee . Roberts

. McLeod

. Stephens. = . |
. Roberts, Clerk
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REVEREND JOHN COKER

Reverend John was called to pastor ééthany Baptist.
Churcﬁ Oétober 9; 1§21.' He was abdﬁt SOIyears old Qhehi
he surrendered to his call to thelminisﬁrf. |

.:nReverénd John was aivery dédiéaied éervant ténthe
Lord and His churches in the diféicult timeé the frontief'
ministers faced in that era. It is said Reverend John
and Reverend P.0. Miller teamed-togetherland conducted.
successfully many révival meetihgs. Revefehd John, as
most all of our pastbré{fsuppiied for other pastors when
he wasAnét'obligagéthQ anoﬁhe; church. ,We kﬁow Reverend
John was:pastbr‘ét aipumﬁé;:of the'§1der,gﬁuxcﬁéé buf we
do not_ha&eith?t rééprd af this‘time.

Revefend\Johnislpeoplexcame tb‘Florida ff6m the'j=
Carolinas in ﬁhg.eatly 1800's and sgttié@ first aféuhd old
Town onllﬁetSJQaheé'éiver,aﬁd'afterwards fﬁ;ther';outh.

Reverénd;dohn is thought to have'beeh born'Aeaf'

Jasper, Florida, on December 22, 1§54, and‘pas$edfawéy

P

June 2, 1925.

Reverend John's father, Jonathan Coker, who drowned
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