Cecil A. Roberts was born in Waco, Texas. He graduated from Baylor University and
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. Roberts served as pastor of churches in Oklahoma
and Florida including First Baptist Church, Tallahassee, 1962-1967. He served as Chaplain to the
Florida House of Representatives during his Tallahassee pastorate. Roberts and his wife, Delores
Patterson Roberts had three daughters.
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He also wanted time for travel
and as much time as the church
could spare for him to preach
in other towns and cities.

His fame as @ preacher has

>

1 of 71 maiches

is

v Pastor of Tallahassee's
4500member First Baptist
Church, with his Sunday morn-
ing services televised. !

v Author of three series of
Sunday school lessons.

House of Representatives,
» Named one of the state's

spread. He will preach this

Recently, @ crisis occurred in

summer at Bantist assemblv

Tampa Bay Times
Sat, Apr 18, 1964 -Page 44

revival, the invitations came
flooding in.
v o

IN 1958, when they were grad-
uated from Baylor, Roberis and
Dolores Patterson were mar-
ried. Dolores taught school
while Roberts attended South-
western  Baptist
Seminary in Fort Worth.

In 1956, when he got his bach-
elor's degree from the semin-
ary, the big Baptist Church in
Altus, Okla. invited him to be-
come its pastor.
to pet his Th.D. from the sem-
inary. Incredibly, the church
waited a year without @ pastor,
then invited him again and
promised him time to finish his
work for his doctorate.

spread. He will preach this
summer at Baptist assembly
grounds in Glorietta, N. Mex.
and at Ridgcrest, N.Cl

He has written three series of
Sunday school lessons for teen-
agers and is working on the
fourth.

“This is bonekilling work,”
he said. “My wife savs she'll
divorce me if 1 take on another

seres.

Hoberts has two hobbies —
golf and reading. He reads vo-
raciously and Subscribes to 36
periodicals and belongs to sey-
eral book clubs.

o e

FLORIDA HOUSE Speaker
Mallory Horne invited Roberts

i ¥

haim fmi . o |
(&—. Clip (.i. Print/D.

Recently, @ crisis occurred in
his ministry at the segregated
First Baptist Church here. At
his urging, the deacons sub-
mitted to the congregation at a
Wednesday night prayer meet-
ing @ proposal for @ ballot at
the Sunday morning service on
the question of opening the
chureh's doors to all persons—
black or white.

The Wednesday night group
refused — 640 to 626 — to pre-
sent the ballot on Sunday to the
congregation.

But the matter is not closed.
refuses to discuss
with the press, saying merely
that it is an internal matter,
but members of his church say
that committees are
ing on it.

The church has survived the
battle so far, and Roberis has
no plans for leaving.

=




of 30 matches

¥ 2%
it
:E °
Hi

3
st
g
L
i

i
:

s i
5}%255
M
el 1
<558 E§

g
|
g
£

Members of the hospitality

Union Pres : Davie Talley,
and Mrs. Talley; Baptist Train-
ing Union president, Roy Rhodes.

Mrs. Ernest Cason, general
chairman of the reception, is
being assisted by Mrs. Ray-
mond Berry, Mrs. J. Lewis Hall
Sr., invitations; Mrs. Edwin
Clark and Mrs. R. F. Lee, dec-
orations; Miss Helen Frazee and
Edward B. Henderson Jr., mu-
sic: and Mrs. Greene S. Johns-
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RELIGION IN THE NEWS

Beatniks And Religion

By GEORGE W. CORNELL
Asvorinied Press Keligionm Writer

SOME MINISTERS are saying
that part of Christianity is know-
ing what it's like to feel “beat”
in & crass and constricting "'World.

That's just what happened to
Jesus' followers, the ministers say
—exeept that they found heart
and hope beyond all the seeming
futdlity,

“Jesus would have had compas-
sion for the beatniks if hs were
here today,” says Raob-
erts, a Baptist of Altus, Okla., who
has spent B vear studying them
firsthand, “Jesus would have un-
derstood hecause He was & non-
conformist, too."

Numerous other clergy lately
nlso have cited close paraliels be-
tween problems bothering the beat
generation, and the problems dealt
H'Itf:h by Christinnity from the out-
e

THE TENDENCY
means new," says Merrill €/
Tenney, dean of the graduats
school of Wheaton College. “Jesus
encountered the same attitude as
He stood with his disciples in the
upper room just before going to
the eross.™

Specifically, the dean says, Peter,
Thomas and Philip showed in
their remarks the same obtuse
defeatism that robs many Young
adults today of incentive in the
face of the World's frustrations,
and makes them consider all ef-
fort as useless,

“The disciples were plunged into
an abyss of despair,” he says. “The
whale situation did nat make
tense, and they protested loudly.
They felt beaten by the wall of

“is by no

irrational  injustices that
fronted them."
L] L L

THAT, HE SUGGESTS, {5 the
kind of protest and nihilism that
besets the so called beats, who in
an era of wars armaments and
Eross materialism see no point in
life—except just existing for the
physical moment.

However, he writes in the week-
Iy, Christianity Today, Jesus had
the answer for their bewilderment
in His resurrection triumph over
hopelessness, semmed up in His
words: T am the way ., . . be of
good cheer, T have overcome the
World.”

“Jesus' attitude toward the
‘beatniks’ among the disciples sets
@ pattern for our attitude,” Dean
Tenney adds, “He did not excuse
their failures but He prayed that
they might come to share His
victory."

@ & @

SEVERAL MINISTERS have
made a speciality of becoming ac-
quainted with the beat crowd,
with their beards, berets, poetry
and colfes house idling.

Rev. Pierre H. Delattre, who
runs [ store front “bread and
wine” mission for assorted artists
and Bohemian ikconoclasts in San
Franeciseo’s Noith Beach, with
support from the Congregational
Christian Churches, says:

“I found that at its best the
community is engaged in & pro-
foundly religious quest for more
spiritually intense and personally
authentic grounds of existénce,

“The fact that the quest so often
ends in grotesque failure only em-
phasizes the desperation leading
ite memhbaers to undertakes it

- L]

REJECTING conventional ga-

ciety, they seek an individuslistic
mode of living, he says and their
dominant philosophy is anti-intel-
lectual, emphasizing instead direct
experience and sensatlon—of form,
rhythm, enlor, emation.

Although on first acquaintance,
they're inclined to sneer at Chris-
tianity and morals, and “pretend
that nothing matters,” their real
search for good eventually comes
out, Rev, Delattre writes In the
United Chureh Herald.

“I have become strengthened in
my conviction that the Protestant
church must be more willing to
listen to the voice of the protest-
ers,” he adds. “Christlan prophets
may well emerge from the lu call-
ed m-lnlp.rdn [ruupl

[REV. Hﬂm spent [@ year in
research among beats in Dallas,
Ban Francisco and New York's
Greenwich age. He says the
church has & soluton for them,
but won't get it across with “the
same old sermons.” He says the
church itself must leam new
means of communicating. He'll
lecture next term an the subject
at Southwestern Baptist Theolog=
ical Seminary, Port Worth, Tex.

For one thing, he says that in
an age of hypoerisy, status seeking
and conformity, the same forces
which sent Christ to the cross, the
churech has minimized the element
of suffering, B reality of which the
beats are keenly aware.

“The tragedy iz that the church-
€3 have taken the cross out of
preaching,” he says. “Young peo-
ple are crying out against the in-
nocent szuffering they see all
araind them. And the ehurch has
failed to challenge them with the
innocent suffering of Christ.,”
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" What ever happened

to the Rev. C. A. Roberts

of the First Baptist Church?

erts| former chaplain

of the Florida House

of lhpmienes. is teaching philosophy at Stephen
F. Austin College in Nacogdoches, Tex., according
to Associate Pastor Philip Lykes of the First Baptist

. Before that, according

to close friends, the

fc pastor was with Word Publishing Co. in Waco,
Tex., and before that, had a fellowship at Harvard.
He still preaches when time permits.
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Divinity School in & program for
post - graduate training for
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Rev. C. A. Roberts| to Hold
A Weekend Revival For
The Seventh Street Baptists

ey ( A Roberlsl Fort W irin,

THE WEWOKA TIMES Page 3 2-8-57

T wil mduct @ woeckend re
vival at the Seventh Street Bap-
t church be2inning with servies
es Fridav at 7:30 pom It will ¢con
tinue  through the Sunday eve-
inf l i

An oulsl lHng vouth leader In
th obhwrid has conducted

et e ctings thi rthout Al
h.." 1 | T ";l"! b ﬁ»i.-*—

Fenm ¢, Oklahoma and
Mo

m Wil born in Wieo, Tex. |
an reared in |I-|. “'H”‘.q Ol TR he |
received Mis publie school educha |
tion. Hi I graduate of Poly hig
chool in Fort Worth where h
| nasketoanll and lrack
Hi ] wluate of Bavior Un
FeCe) rm 11 E AL AR
., Mo reo ed his B, D, de
e (rom sovthwestern seminar
in Fort Worth this past spring. At

hi graduation he was cliosen H‘.‘ REY. C. A. ROBERTS
L] i L] #
|

the faculty of the School of Theo
logy to receive the Albert Vent
nz, Jr. Award, on the basis of |
cholarship, preaching, and possi-| tov of



