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Bro. J. W. Senterfit who succeeded Rev. E.
A. Cottrell, rendered valuable service to the
young church during the two years he was
with us.

In 1908, Dr. W. W. Whitfield, who was a
retired minister and an invalid, was called to
be the under-shepherd of the church. After
having served for a short time, he was called
to his reward in Heaven, October 8, 1909. Mrs.
Whitfield held her membership in the church
until her death February 10, 1925. Before her
death, she deeded her home on Gonzalez Street
to the West Hill Church.

home was sold and the proceeds were
used in the building of a pastorium at 1703
West Jackson Street which is now the home of
our Minister of Music and Education. J. W. SENTERFIT

To show in part the appreciation of the church for the gift of Mrs. Whitfield the
church memorialized Dr. Whitfield -and his-faithful_wife by changing the name from

— West Hill Baptist”church\to Whitfield Memo-
rial Baptist Church in 1924.

R e og

Rev. E. E. Rice, after serving two years,

was given a leave of absence to go to Illinois
on a mission tour. He was born in Medora,
IIl. He was educated in the schools of illinois
and Ellingham College. He came to Pensacola
in 1906 and was ordained to the gospel minis-
try by The East Hill Baptist Church, Febru-
ary 20, 1907. Following this he served country
churches until he was called to full time serv-
ice in West Hill Church. He had previously
served our church for half time since he first
came to us in 1910.

During his absence from October 1911 io /
October 1912, Richard R. Heal, who was a /£
licentiate, was called on to supply until Bro.
Rice returned. Subsequently, the church or- #
dered the ordination of Bro. Beal, March 3}

5 1912. Bro. Rice served as our pastor lomger
i than any other up to this time, a total.of eight
E. E. RICE Y ETS. ™

T T Yo o e e o

Being a young church and much in need of the
“Teaching them to obscrve all things whatsoever
I have commanded you,” his ministry was most helpful.
He specialized in doctrine and siewardship. We did not
quite double in membership, 136 in 1910 to 217 in 1918.
But we more than doubled in finances by $580.35 as to
$1,323.31. He died May 5, 1944.

On March 21, 1948 Whitfield Church gathered to-
gether for ground breaking for our new auditorium.
Approximately one year after ground breaking day the
basement was completed and was used for services
until October 7, 1951, when we moved upstairs fr
services in the completed auditorium. June 20, 1934
Whitfield held its debt free dedication service under
the leadership of the Pastor, W. A. Luckie, during
whose term of service, seven years, the membership in-
creased from 842 in 1947 to 1395 in 1954. The £i- 2 :
namens increased from $10,008.00 in 1947 to $38,695.00 REV. W. A. LUCKIE
in 1954.
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E. E. Riee was born in the
vear 1878 at Medora, Illinois.
He was one of two sons of
James W, snd Nancy Con-
rod Rice. He grew up leurn-
ing and living as an average
boy did during the late 1890’s.
When he was about twenty-
three years old, we began to
see the guiding hand of God
gently directing the pattern

ofhis life. At this time he

chose as his wife, companion
and helper, Matilda Gruuer.
Time has shown that his
choice had the approval of
the Lord ss witnessed by the
fruits of their companionship.

Brother Rice eame to Flor-
ida for the first time in 1904.
In April, 1906, and while a
member of the First Baptist
{ Church of Milton, Bro, J. A.
* Abbott, pastor, he was li-

¥y ELDER E. E. RICE censed to preach, The fol-
lowing February, 1907, be was ordained into the ministry at the Kast
Hill Baptist Church.

In the periods of his early ministry he was pastor of the First
- Baptist Church, Nashville, Iil.; East Hill Baptist Church, Pensacola,
and the West Hill Baptist Church, Pensacola, Fla.

- In 1920 he did missionary work in California and Arizona, leav-
ing evidence of his faith and doctrine. About two years later he
“ helped to orgamize the Emmanuel Baptist Church, Pensacola, Fla.

Shortly after, he went to Denver, Colo., and there helped to organize
.the Mountain View Baptist Church. He remained as pastor for about
" eleven years.

- He was led to return to Pensacola and was our missionary for
Fectwo vears before being called as pastor of Emmanuel Baptist Cbureh,
Pensacola. 'While ‘pastor at Emmanuel, a new church .was built at

W and Godsden street. He was pastor st Emmanuel-at the time -
of his death, May'6, 1944, g P NIRRT
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men, os well, remember bis staunchness and his w1l|mgue

help all who asked. i, - ’1
e .

He was aleo a good husband and father helpmg to Tear hree-
children in the way he believed best. . y‘f

This is small tribute from man fo a great and humbla servant of ",
our Lord and he leaves us many happy memones and monumnnta‘o[

his faith.




k. B RICE

Pastor and Evangelist contineously for thirty vears. is well known by maeny in
many states of the Union: vet u stranger to many. Therefore this introduction :

AS AN EVANGELIST.

Ur. Hen 3, Bogard, Edite s fhe thps
wud Commoner (of Little Rock, Ark. dor wloim
tie held two revival meetingy, says:

“§ orepand Elder K. B Rice 4 a2 gicar
pewcher, sound o the faith god o stronyg ovan-
gelist.  He will belp any comununity where he
may gu, and not lave sowibing to G5 up aiter
be is goie  His woerk 15 of the permanent sort:
subatautial. sovod. b van keprtily recounmend
him to any paszror vr chureb whese real preach
mg 15 needed.”

AS TO ABILITY OF SPIRIT,
TO SPEAK THE TRUTH
IN LOVE —

Wath reference (o o tous duyes Jdebate hebt
wm Donver, Colo, with I Rdwand O Sharp,
grmfuate of Drake Univeraty, Ied Mo, and
the University of Chicago; Dr. A M G0 Morse,
pastor of the First Maptist Church of Denver,
whi was Brother Rice s moderator, saya.

“My Dear Brother: Permit me o sl tua
hoe of expressing my groar pleasurs i listemng
to the debaty v which vou engsayged with the
Rev I £). Sharp of the Hody of the Disciples,

“f greatly admire the spieit of both debaters.
1 think your subjects were well stated and hau-

led with nuch skill on both sides. Naturally,
T foed thiat you hail greue advantage, both In giigs
amd i1 your mastery of the subject.

“1 was much apressed with your very large
acguaintance, not anly with the history and doe-
teines of wur own deavmauation, bur with those
also of Disciples, and [ am sure that you inade
vorr case ip EVRERY mstance,

E roay #ay; however, that whea you encoun-
tered Mr, Sharp yon encouutered a man with no
mean yitts, and e defended his pusition with as
mocly skill as possibles bur yone subjects werc
w0 staterd rhat lus positions wevs dmpossthle
notwithstunding all his efforrs.

“I wm glad to express my pleasure in the
evenings which 1 spent with voa.

“IVith cery warin personil regards and good
wishies far your growing charch--"

AS PASTOR and BUILDER--

A nwmber of church buildings bave beeu
erecied under dos leadersbip; mainiy i Penaw
cola, Fhouda aud Denver, Coloradi.

“He has dome a pood work everywhere he
Baptist and Commoner.

AS ONE WITH WIDE UNDER-
STANDING OF PRESENT-DAY
PROBLEMS—

For a period of twenty years he has wriiten
weekly vontributious to the pupers v the cities
where he hes preached, and to vepygious pehlica-
turts, besides wany tragts and paniphlers.

AS TO DOCTRINES
BELIEVED—

rle holds to rhe spivitual realities taught in
the Beniptures and the doctrines held in general
by the people calted Baptists,

IN THE PAST TWENTY
YEARS—

Hte has becn pasior ot churches as follows:
The First Baptist Chureh, Nashville, Th.; The
Fast H Baptist Church, Peusacoln, Fla @ "Phe
West Hill Baptist Church, Pepsacola, Gla s Phe
Emanuel Baptist Church, Pensacoly, Fla. and
The Mountam View Raptist Church, Denver,

Codos . and Jaas aseistud  tw ectings sn aemy

hus gone ™

dates

AS TO METHODS OF CHURCH
COOPERATION—

As a rule discussions perfaining to eonven-
tivnd, assoviations, unions aml varions reethpds
of missionary activity dogs nut eater intw his
preaching, unless hy special oceasion or reguest.

Hear Hm at
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1 8Enal o8- PRAECE:
and

OEZRTIPIOAIB ot NADINATION
(eopy)

LICENSE

This certifise thai Brother E. E. Rice, is a member
of the Pirst Baptist (hurch of Miltom, Fla. in good
etanding, and held by us in high seteem: and, af'ter
having opportunity for judgeing. we believe him to
have been called of God, to the work of the gospel
ministry, and herety give him eur emtire consent and
sordial approval in the improvement ot his gifts in
preaching the Gospel, as providence way afrord him
an opportunity. And we pray the great heed of the

vhurch to endow him witk all needtul gruce, and
orosn his labors with abundent sucoess.

Done by order of the Ghurch, this day, April 22, 1906
J« Ae Abbott—~Pastor

CERTIFICATE of ORDINATION

This certifies that our Brother E. B. Rice, wac
publisly ordained and set apart to the work of the
Goapel ministry with apyropriate religious services,
prayer, and the laying on ef hands, nccopding to the
usages of baptist shurcne®, at Pensacola, Fla,

Fobruary 20th. 1907, i

That he wae called to ordination by the Pirst Baptist

Church of Nilton, Fla. of which he was & member, and
which, after full amd suftioemt cpportunity for

judging of his gifta, were agresd in the opinion that
he was dévinely oalled to the work of the ministry.

{contimied)




Three ohurches were represexied in the Qouncil by
three ministers, and three laymen, and that, after
a full, fair and deliberate exmmimation, beling
satiefied on all pointe, the Ooumoil did urmanimeusly
recomeond his ordimation.

That cur Brother E. B. Rise, did secordingly recébve
the full, entire and hearty spprewel of the Qouncil

in his africisl entrance ypdéa the work of the minisury,
administering the ordiances, and ctherwise assuming
ali the functions of a Christian mimister, And mmy
the blessing of the great NHeed of the Gmur ch attend
him, crown his labors mith abupdant success, and meke
hiz an honored instrument of good to Zion and the
world.

Thos. M. ellamy--Modsrataor
Jeo W, Senterfitt—-~0olerk

Pensecela, Pla.
February 20th, 1907
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records of Escambia. County,
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in Deed Bnak 137 at Pace—27 in
the records or the above =ald
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 which—encumbers the property-de-
*r.had aliove in—‘hirrrotlco to de-~

inT\'LSS my hand a.nd seal of
'sald Court at Pensaconla. Egscambia
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E-=Good cheap and desir-
y. See G. L. Metts or J. F.
n, Fla,
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le Youmans desires fo an-
gshe will ba at the school
sdnesday morning to meet
pupils, and requests that
ot.
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>hn H. Collilng, D. R. Read,
‘omasello are In Pensacola
iidg an important meeting
imbia-Santa Rosa Bridge

L E X X X J .
L. Flowers, oms
ing turpentine
og" business in
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i Q. Heanshsw, State Con
sr-is spending a fow
ity looking after 'bu
his famfly at nndul.
:us&. -
boomw for the
‘ommy of this city, was
visitor Saturday morning,
:ar by way. of Florldatown.
spsas.
Webstep, formerly in bus-
iton, but now located in
a8 transacting - business
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of &na damagze / ‘
Pensx A

for Ja.isonville over the Sianish Trail.
These geutlemen are larye cattle deal-
ers in Baldwin county, and it is ro-
mored they expect to esteblish a pack-
ing plant in Pensacola in the mear fu-
ture to nandie aii kinds oi menis,
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Cul. A, Nichuison, of Delfaniak, ar-
rived in Milton from Pensacola the lat-
ter part of last week and is spending
a short time here looking after his bus-
fness interests in this locality. Mr.
Nicholson says the story in the Pensa-
cola paper of him and his car being
run ¢ 2r by an auto-truck in Pensacola
were greatly exaggerated. That whiie
an anto truck did strike his car and
demolizhed one wheel, he himself was
not hwrt, nor was his car otherwise
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Rev. E. E. Rice, pastcr of the West
Hill Baptist ‘Church of Pensacola,
preacled two strong sermons to large
congregations at the Bapiist church of
this city Sunday. Rev. Rice formerly
lived here being at ome time engaged
in the photograph business and later
entesing the minixtry, preached here
for ecmetime. Many of his old friends
and m2mbers of big csngregation as-
mbled to hear him azuia snnd..s'.
. = S -
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the§ for binging in their catch, -After.
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Mrs, Mary Elanbetn Wodiiz,
of 2Ir. (o, B. 1Tendriv, vied 1'c’ 1ay
gust 18th, at 6:10 a. m., at her
honee, 1223 Fnst Strong sfreet.
‘. surv.'~: by her husbt-it, one
and thro danghters, as tollows:
G. BE. Zendrix, of Jacksonville, .
Mrs. S, P. Fullow and Mra, R, C. C
man, ¢ Pensacola, and Mrs. W
Salier of Milton.

The taneral services will be cor
ted Sat.rday at 4:46 p. ™.. at the
ily residence. Intermeri fu St Ji
cemetery. Services will be eondy
by Rev. Herhert Rice, 07 (¢ Gud
Strect Methodist Episecm:! churel

Active pallbearers will lie a8 folh
G. E. Hendrix, R. C. Ceshinan. V
‘Salter, Welter Bennett, Robert Br:
E. B Johnson.

The Lionorary pallbeacers are: I
Wilkinson, W. I.. Mowbray, Ar
Hendrix and Walter Everett. -
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Elder Edward Eugene Rice
Edward Eugene Rice was born at Medora, Macoupin County,
Illineis on March 18, 1878. He and his brother, Clarence Theodore
Rlce, were sons of James Washington Rice and Nancy Ann
- <wamgy Coonrod. Edward Eugene Rice was

attended Ellingham College. He
* married Matilda Elizabeth Gruner,
*% born March 18, 1880 in

® Pinckneyville, Perry County,
Illinois, daughter of Charles and
Mary Gruner. Matilda was the
! “wife, companion, and helper” of
= Elder E. E. Rice. They came to
Florida in 1904.

On April 22, 1906, while a mem-

=% ber of the First Baptist Church of
% Milton in Santa Rosa County, E.E.
4 Rice was licensed to preach. The
j church pastor, Rev. James Arzo
Abbott, noted that “Brother E.E.
s Rice is a member in good standing
Elder Edward Eugene Rice g held by us in high esteem. We
believe him to have been called of
God to the work of the Gospel ministry and hereby give him our
entire consent and approval in the improvement of his gifts in
preaching the Gospel, as Providence may afford him an opportuni-
ty. And we pray the great Head of the Church. . . to crown his labors
with abundant success.” E.E. Rice was ordained on February 20,
1907 at the East Hill Baptist Church in Pensacola.

In the early days of his ministry, he served the Bast Bay
Missionary Baptist Church in Santa Rosa County. He also pastored
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, East Hill Baptist Church, and
West Hill Baptist Church (today’s Whitfield Memorial) in
Escambia County. In addition, he served First Baptist Church in
Nashville, Illinois.

“In 1920 he did missionary work in California and Arizona, leav-
ing evidence of his faith and doctrine. He helped to organize the
Emanuel Baptist Church, Pensacola, Florida. Shortly after, he went
to Denver, Colorado and there helped to organize the Mountain
View Baptist Church. He remained as pastor for about eleven
years.

“He was led to return to Pensacola and was our missionary for
two years before being called as pastor of Emanuel Baptist Church.
While pastor at Emanuel, a new church was built at “W” and
Gadsden streets.

“Brother Rice was a scholar and evangelist, a true defender of the
faith with deep and abiding convictions and spoke his sentiments
without fear or favor. Many young new preachers and laymen, as
well, remember his staunchness and his willingness to help all who
asked.”

Elder Edward Eugene Rice died May 5, 1944 in Pensacola.
Following services at Emanuel Baptist Church, he was laid to rest
at St. John's Cemetery. Matilda Elizabeth Gruner Rice died April

21, 1970. Her funeral was held at the First Missionary Baptist.--

Church in Pensacola, and she was laid to rest beside her husband.
Edward Eugene and Matilda Elizabeth Gruner Rice were par-
ents of Orlin Clifford Rice (January 21, 1903-January 18, 1974);
Laureta Evelyn Rice Woodcock (June 17, 1912-August 31, 2001);
and Ruth Alene Rice Pfeiffer (February 3, 1916-July 26, 1986).
Se&r:ral descendants remain in Santa Rosa and Escambia counties
today.
Su-bnyitted by: Ronald E. Pfeiffer, grandson, 3203 Bay Street, Gulf Breeze,
Florida 32563. Written by: Judith Richbourg Jolly, Pensacola, Florida. Sources:
Family, church, census, and vital records; The Pensacola Journal; Scrapbook of



