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ORGAN OF THE BAPTISTS OF FLORIDA
FIFTY YEARS OF SERVICE

VOL. LI JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA, MARCH 10, 1938 ' No. 10

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, STUART, FLORIDA

This church was organized in 1914 and shortly afterwards dis­
banded because of the World War. It was reorganized October 15, 
1923. The first pastor was Rev. EL C. English. The second pastor 
was Rev. E. A. Burnette. The third pastor was Rev. l^KReid. The 
fourth pastor was Rev. R. D. Carrin and the fifth ancTpresen^Pastoi­
ls Rev. L. E. Thomas.

At a homecoming service on Sunday, February 27, the church 
joyfully paid off the last cent of its indebtedness. Pastor and people 
are to be congratulated.



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 



/>Z4ert H. Russell, Rev. Fred E. Britten, Rev. 
I Oscar B. Harris, Rev. W. P. Wheeler, Rev. 

uinady and the 
R<^7 U. E. Reid, the nrpipnt nastolh The 
membership uuW 19 4W. "

The official board of the church consists 
of three trustees, Y. W. Means and Geo. V. 
Castor (having served since the church was 
organized) and C. C. Douglas; Mrs. Harry 
A. Murphy, church clerk (having acted as 
clerk since the church was organized); 
trustees, W. S. Eastman, H. C. McKay, Ed­
ward Proctor, W. E. Powell, G. S. Sanders, 
J. S. McGowan, T. A. Tittle, O. H. Harrison 
and L. P. Josenhaus; treasurer 
church, Edward Proctor; director
P. U., W. E. Powell; superintendent of Sun­
day School, Edward Proctor, and president 
of W. M. U„ Mrs. H. B. Blosch. This board 
is known as the Advisory Board of the 
church.

There is a harmonious feeling among the 
members and the visitors with the pastor. 
Average attendance of the Sunday School

KT nrr' it. V.

of the 
of B. Y.

REV. U. E. REID, Pastor
( ■■ -<

The First Baptist Church of Lake Worth, 
Florida, was organized March 28, 1920, in 
the Lake Worth Woman's Club building by 
the Rev. J. M. Walker, D. D., of Lexington, 
Ky. A large crowd was present—Baptists
from nearby cities and other States. There 
were eleven charter members, namely: Mr. 
and Mrs. Jas. W. Means, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. 
V. Castor, Mr. and Mrs. Martin Speck, Mr. 
and Mrs. H. M. Varney, Mrs. Caroline Hes­
ter, Mrs. Harry A. Murphy and Mrs. Earle 
E. Menges.

Meetings of worship were held in the Wo­
man’s Club building by the Rev. Walker un­
til he was called to Kentucky in April. Dr. 
Robert H. Russell, then pastor of the First 
Baptist Church of Delray, Fla., was called 
as pastor.

Under the leadership of Dr. Russell a lot 
was purchased for a church. The church 
was begun August 24, 1922, with H. M. Var­
ney, a charter member, as superintendent 
of construction. By a loan from the Home 
Board and funds raised by the membership 
and the work on the construction being do­
nated by members and friends the building 
was completed under the able leadership of 
Rev. Fred E. Britten. The church was dedi­
cated by Dr. S. B. Rogers March 23, 1924.

The W. M. U. was organized June 3, 1921, 
at the home of Mrs. H. A. Murphy. Mrs. 
Davis was elected president; Mrs. Varney, 
vice-president; Mrs. Means, secretary; Mrs. 
Murphy, treasurer; Mrs. Caroline Hester, 
mission study chairman, and Mrs. Geo. V. 
Castor, treasurer of the building fund. 
Through the untiring efforts of these ladies 
they assisted financially in the building and 
furnishing of the church.

The B. Y. P. U. was organized by the 
Rev. Fred E. Britten with Mrs. Britten and 
Mrs. Robert L. Speir as directors.

The building was constructed of tile and 
stucco.

The membership has Increased all these 
years under the pastorates of the Rev. Rob- 

over 200; the B. Y. P. U. over 100, and the 
church well filled at the regular preaching 
services.

Progress is noted in the enlistment of 
the church through the church envelopes 
and the monthly giving to missions.

All families of the church receive the
Florida Baptist Witness through the efforts 
of the pastor.

Although the depression has hit our city 
as it has many places and the church has 
felt it financially, under the Christian and 
brotherly leadership of Pastor Reid much 
good has been accomplished and the Lord’s
work has progressed in the First Baptist 
Church the past two years of Rev. Reid's 
pastorate and we are looking forward to 
another year’s blessings.

Mrs. Harry A. Murphy, 
Church Clerk.

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CITY OF 
LAKE WORTH

By Mrs. J. W. Means

LAKE WORTH, situated on the beautiful 
blue waters of the lake which bears its 

name, was incorporated in April, 1913. The 
founders were Colorado men and it reads 
something like a fairy tale to think they 
traveled down to Florida and selected a 
location for a townsite to which flocked 
people from all over the United States and 
Canada with the one common interest of 
building themselves a new home in the 
Sunny Southland.

A beloved citizen, Prof. Louis de Gottran, 
of those early days, made the following 
prophecy: “In my mind’s eye I see a glori­
ous future. On broad avenues lined with 
cocoanuts, autos speeding along to Okeecho­
bee City, among rich plantations, where yes­
terday the wild Indian was daring Uncle 
Sam in the labyrinth of bayous and saw­
grass. Pleasure boats of all descriptions 
plying on the great lakes, railroads, mag­
nificent hotels, and exuberance of life ev­
erywhere.”

As one of the pioneers I have watched 
with deep Interest bungalows with all their 
tropical setting of shrub and flower take 
the place of palmettoes and pine thickets. 
From a few dozen in 1912 the population 
has increased to about six thousand.

The city taxes are reduced to a mini­
mum by owning and operating the electric 
light and water plant, as this department 
charges only moderate rates for service and 
helps to finance the municipal government.

Being situated along the waters of Lake 
Worth and only a mile from the Atlantic 
Ocean the city enjoys a wonderful year 
around equitable climate. The average tem­
perature is about 74 degrees. This is due 
largely to the effects of the famous Gulf 
stream flowing so peacefully near our com­
munity.

Citizens take great pride in the several 
parks. Another source of pride is the free 
public library located on the ground floor in 
the west half of City Hall, which is sur­
rounded by spacious grounds artistically 
set with colorful beds of blooming flowers 
and the ever delightful tropical plants of 
many varieties.

There has always been a high regard foi* 
law and order as exemplified by the large 
number of civic organizations and the many 
churches representing almost every denomi­
nation.

The schools of Lake Worth are fully 
standardized, the High School being rated 
as Senior A school by the State Depart­
ment of Education.

No city of its size on the East Coast has 
been more zealous in looking after, the in­
terests and cordially welcoming its quota 
of Northern guests.

In the town’s central park, recently 
named Pioneer Park, the hall of early days 
is being replaced by a three-story audito­
rium which will cost ?70,000 when com­
pleted.

We as individuals as well as through 
organizations should guard with jealous 
care every good influence as well as to de­
nounce the evil in the interests of the 
younger generation. These boys and girls 
now roaming our streets will be the citizens 
of tomorrow, and we should endeavor by 
precept and example to make the city of 
Lake Worth the best place on the East 
Coast of Florida. The best place not only 
commercially, but morally—the place 
where the golden rule turns sordid selfish­
ness into righteousness. The place where 
the boy of today can point with pride and 
say, “There is where I learned to be a true 
and honest man.” The place where each 
and every citizen is striving with courage 
and sincerity to make it in very truth—“The 
Wonder City.”

Come, take that task of yours which you 
have been hesitating before, and shirking 
and walking around, and on this very day 
lift it up and do it.—Phillips Brooks.

When by yourself, watch your thoughts. 
When in the family, watch your temper. 
When in company, watch your tongue.



Penny
August 24, 1950


