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1918-1920 - Rev. J. W. Owens 
1920-1922 - Rev. C. C. Hancock 
1923-1926 - Rev. W. E. Cooper 
1927 - Rev. D. R. Hickman
1928-1929 - Rev. S. W. McClelland 
1930-1932 - Rev. W. W. Dossey 
1933 - Rev. J. T. Rawlins
1934-1943 - Rev. S. W. McClelland

When Rev. Steve W. McClelland resigned, the church extended a call 
to Rev. T. F. O'Steen. This man was knavn as the "walking preacher," 
traveling all over the area from Groveland to Lakeland mostly by walk­
ing. During his ministry, 1944-1946, Gapway made excellent progress. 
A revival was conducted in the spring of 1945 by Rev. Hubert Barnes, 
who at the time was pastor of Berea Baptist Church, Plant City, Florida. 
God gave a great revival and many of those converted at the time are 
still members, some in places of leadership. Others are in the ministry, 
at least one of them, Rev. Paul Parrish, now pastor of North Rome Baptist 
Church in Tampa, Florida. Paul's father is Brother Flem Parrish and also 
the father of our organist, Mrs. Louverne Fallin. Brother Parrish served 
in this church as a deacon, clerk, music director, and a loyal member 
many years. He was sadly missed when he moved to Bradley. He has 
since gone to be with the Lord. * /

There was a need for more room to take care of the crowds desiring to 
come and it was under the leadership of Rev. O'Steen the present sanc- 

w tuary was begun. The leadership, Deacons, etc., were opposed to the
church going in debt, so this building was erected on a pay as you go 
basis. Therefore, several pastors had a part in its erection. It was sev­
eral years after it began before the first service was conducted in the new 
sanctuary. Brother O'Steen was the first fulltime pastor to move on the 
field. The church by this time had grown to the extent they felt they 
could afford to have the services of a pastor on the field. The arrange­
ments for paying the pastor was on a percentage basis. The pastor was to 
receive 75% of the offerings while 25% was for the other expenditures.

In 1947, upon the resignation of Rev. T. F. O'Steen, Rev. W. Hubert 
Barnes was called and served a little less than a year. The salary for the 
pastor was set at $50.00 a week with a house furnished.

Rev. H. C. Harvey was then called and at the end of 1948, upon his 
resignation. Rev. Steve E. Simmons was called. One would think the 
church bad reverted to the annual call by the record. However, this was 
not the case. This was a time of unrest, and it carried over into every 
area of life. Rev. Simmons remained for a year and upon his resignation, 
Bro. Roy Reynolds served as supply pastor until Rev. Raymond Yeater was 
called in 1950-51. The church passed through a storm during the ministry 
of Brother Yeater, and several members left, going to other churches in 
the area.

Penny
Gapway BC

Penny

Penny
1981



Penny
FBC, Center Hill (St. Johns River)

Penny



 
 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/137273669/joseph_t-rawlins 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Joseph T. and Dora Rawlins, and sisters, Juanita Jordan 

and Betty Jo Cappleman. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 


