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Wandermg church fmds new home in Medley

By BARBARA GUTIERREZ Church has occupied four buildings
Herald Staff Writer in its 20 years of existence. For the

The Rev. Pedro Pared likes to past year and a half, the:
compare his church to the tribesof  congregation has been meeting at
Israel, who roamed the desert for Hialeah Gardens City Hall after

k40 years before coming to Canaan,  selling its church to a Haitian
the promised land. congregation.
e Northside Spanish Baptist

Butnow the promised land looks
at hand.

And, surprisingly enough, it is
the lndustrial town of Medley.

Medley Baptist Church has voted
to accept the Spanish congregation
as neighbors and invited it to build
. £V ' tssanct next to the Medley
Ty ' 4 & churchat 7850 NW S. River Dr.

""" 4 The new bullding is supposed to be
ready in November. j

““This just shows that the Lord

E&rhnl for our church,” said the
Mr. 40. “We have
moved around a lot, but now we
Y he b will have a permanent sanctuary.”
§ e 1 ern urches will be a
Tbls J‘.‘st ma?s t at first. Usually, a church has two

the Lord has plans for Hoat e

our church.’ Spanish- m.hlln" iy

Rev. Pedro Pared  “But now we will have two
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Wandering church finds new home in Medley
separate churches side by side,” build before because with the

said the Mr. ;noney w;ulh?d'?vl:i co:hld not buy
Edward Albritton, pastor of  Cuban-borm pastor. |

Medley Baptist Church, said his

church will lease the land to the Northside Spanish Baptist

Northside Spanish Baptist Church was founded about 20 years

congregation indefinitely, charging  ago as a mission by a now defunct

only $1 a year. English-speaking con tion. It

was first based in a small house in
“I think it will help them to grow Northwest Dade.

because it will give them a

permanent place of worship,” said From there the congregation

the Mr. Albritton who leadsa  moved temporarily to a Hialeah
church of 150 members. “And I location followed by a short stay at
think our congregation will realize  the mother church.

;hr;un"helplns A oM Finally, in 1968 the congregation
; : bought its own church at 840 NW
The new Northside Spanish 1 St. "

Baptist, with a congregation of 100 “But by 1980 st %
members, will have a sanctuary by 1980 we were losing
with room for 180 worshippers, 14 congregation members because the

community became
small classrooms, a kitchen and overwhelmingly black and

SRy Io08. Haitian,” said Olga Antuniz, a

A large baptistry, a bedroom and  charter member and church
bathroom will be shared by the secretary.
churches, said the Mr. “We could not reach people who
&ddlnz that the room will be used  spoke our language so we sold,”

by visitng, mlldmrl;:w . sidthe ol Mr Barell
orthside Spanish as e congregation then
$100,000 in its building fund. holding services at Medley Baptist

“But we had not been able to on Sunday afternoons and lost

approximately 30 members who '-"!Aﬂﬂ we hupe to grow much
’°‘l““:: i ’:ﬁ"":‘“"’“t' more when In Medley," said the
ast May, a retired pastor . Pared!
obtained ermlsslon from Hialeah Mr. Pared.
* Gardens to hold the services at City Mario Garcia, 24, an eight-year
Hall for free. member of the Spanish chu

“So now we are here," said the believes that the union of the two

Revi Mr. Pared looking at the large  churches will be mutually
appropriate place for us, but at least Deneficial,
we caﬂ: hgld the service in the “I see it asa ‘M EXI.I'I'IP]-& for
s eri e, M€ COmMunty,” said Garcia. “Here
HIaI::hr&?r;eﬁm.ttsh: tcel:ulr‘:::tg::s z I‘ an Amerlun Ohlll'ﬂh lﬂﬁl‘.ﬂﬂl a
become the only one in the town. 1t hand to a Latin one. It will serve as

: to attract '

: Hialaah and Northwest Dade. @ Iesson in brotherhood.”
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be guest preacher tomorrow morning at
the Palma Ceia Baptist Church. [Pared
was born in Cuba and was baptized a
Christian in 1959. He and his family
came to Tampa from Macon, Ga., in
1973.
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A Warm

Welcome

owaits fomilies of both
English ond  Spanish
backgrounds ot  the
services of the

WELLSWOOD BAPTIST CRURCH
and SPANISH WISSION
5101 North Reme Ave,

Worship
“T.:dhlll.
Spamish Warship
11:45 AM. end &15 P AL




