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N. Hialeah Baptists Start
$150,000 Building Project

No. 223 In a Series

lr JOSEPH FAUS

The secret or the mental sere-
nity of members of Hik-
leah Church, 5800 Palm
Ave., is that they know God's
promises will be kept.

“Parents and teachers,” said
the pastor, Rev. Samuel B. Jor-
dan, Sr., “learn early that prom-
ises cannot be made too freely.
Nothing condemns an adult in the
mind and trusting confidence of
a child as seriously as a broken
promise. Between friends, also,
promises should be made ad-
vwed]y.

“God alone can make promises
unreservedly! He knows all the
facts involved — present, past
and future. Sometimes patience
wears thin. Too often, in time of
trial, faith weakens and doubts
arise. Yet the blessings He has
promised will surely come, pro-
vided we are willing to meet the
conditions He has set.

“Qur willingness in surren-
dered lives — come what may,
whatever the cost — is an essen-
tial part of the promise. Only
then can we know with certainty
that *‘there hath not failed one
word of all His good promise.” »

Riverside Sponsored Mission

Two years ago Bro. Jordan felt
that many persons residing in the
area adjacent to Little River Ca-

REV. SAMUEL B. JORDAN

ber met for church service and
Sunday school in the larger home
of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. C. Albury,
313 East 63rd St. In two months
the young [North Hialeah missi
had an enrollment of about 40,
and a larger meeting place was
imperative.

A building, at 330 East 60th St.,
was rented. It was remodeled
into a sancutary, and occupied
July 1, 1952. For the ensuing two
weeks a Vacation Bible School
was held. It had an attendance
of 74 children! Other services
continued.

In August the congregation con-
sidered as a permanent home site
a five-acre tract of land at 58th

first unit of a modern church

St. and Palm Ave. On it were |
two houses, a large ranch type1
edifice facing the avenue, and a |
smaller dwelling. In October the |

ennnenring o huro h Rivercide

of 252! Indeed, greater facilities
soon became necessary, and the
congregation is now erecting the

plant that on completion will cost
£150,000.

More important than all this,
an increasing number of
h-nve come to

tist Church to accept and to cher-
ish God's promises as supports of
their faith and as challenges to
ﬁore deeply dedicated Christian

ving.

All this material and spiritual
progress is due largely to the
consecrated leadership of the
pastor. A native of Godfiren, Ga.,
Bro. Jordan received an A B. de-
gree from Mercer University,
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and diplomas from the Chicago
Y.M.C.A. and Athens (Ga.) Busi-

ness College. He earned his Mas- '
ter of Theology degree in South- |’

ern Theological Se-mi-“

For almost 35 vears this vel-|
eran worker has sown the uedsl
of God's promises in five earthly ||
vineyards and has seen countless
people reap the precious harvest |
in richer and better lives.

His service tenure in these five
pastorates averages seven years

each, which attests strongly to
his 1b11|ty and popularity. Prior
to his present storate, he
strved at First Church in
for almost seven years.
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‘H‘iﬁ is School Teacher



that ‘there hath not failed one
word of all His good promise.”
Riverside Sponsored Mission
Two years ago Bro. Jordan felt
that many persons residing in the
area adjacent to Little River Ca-
nal and horth of the city of Hia-

tic.

The subject was taken up by
the mission committee of this
great church. A survey was made
of the area in question. Ending
favorably, the committee called
Rev. M. Jordan to begin the de-

" this
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sidered as a permanent home site
a five-acre tract of land at 58th
St. and Palm Ave. On it were
two houses, a large ranch-type
edifice facing the avenue, and a
smaller dwelling. In October the
sponsoring chureh, Riverside
Baptist] gen purchased

property for the suburban

Building Remodeled

Members greatfully cleared the
land, remodeled the ranch-
type into an attractive
chapel with an auditorium and
nine Sunday school rooms, and
changed the other building into a
home for the beginners and nur-
sery departments.

On Sunday. Dec. 7, 1952, North
mﬁhammm

Did |

WORD GAME

REPROACH
(Reproach: re-PROACH; to blame, chide)

- e e O YL OO

each, which attests strongly to
his ability and popularity. Prior
to his present storate, he
served at First Church in
for almost seven years.
Wife is School Teacher

Mrs. Jordan, a public school
teacher, is of great aid to her
husband. A son, Rev. Samuel B.
Jordan, Jr., is a minister in
Louisville, Ky. Two daughters,
nlrs.. gnnm ‘Jones and Mrs.
Doris Jones, are Sunday schoo]
teachers. ¥

Today the North Hialeah Bap-
tist Church has a membership of
110, a Sunday school enrollment
of 275, and a property valuation
of $25,000.

The directory includes L. B.

Ha-
h Church show i
ﬂrmbelldhﬂhmhumg
their performances as active
Christians,
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In 1922 a commtnlty Sunday Séhool
present H1aleah—South Elementary Sg;
a Baptist minister, started the'S <

'ev. 0% E ?arwzch,

gn& later, with a
“ns Comﬁit%ee of
the Miami Baptist Assoniation*ha
view of eStablishing work here. "1
was organized with twenty-five. “cha rembe __-fRev. Cheeter
Todd was called ‘as pastor.‘~ The d g f'a'negAVDrk at"
Hialeah were. many.- - The very-fact tha: LW
built around the gambling ‘intere: .

to build up-moral and spzritual
The church, had no 1lot, ‘
The members were faithful

world's goods. The congr

First Baptist had to
from within and without.
“made to hold Eervices :

city of HLaleah, gave ‘a lot;
to the Florida - Baptlst Mas

cure a sufficlent site.‘ Alo
gave $1,700.00 for. bulldlng.
of some of the fir R

Rev. Todd re81gned. 1ndt
Rev. C.A-. :
‘remained as pastcr_ {e)
galned strength.;'

27,_}935, Rev.:Cox re31gne

was called as pastor.g
the congregatlon, ‘the work
first served ~as missionary
State Mn551on Boardw. In
Taylor




Succeeding Rev. Taylor was Rev. William Jones, who pastored the
church for a period of two years. From 194k to 1950, Rev. Samuei

. Jord Sr., was pastor. During his ministry Sunset "B,
4hﬁﬂfgga%zurch was established as a mission. Also, during this
time,three additional lots were purchased and an educational unit
constructed at the rear of the existing auditorium.

In 1950, Rev. R. Perry Tomlinson came as pastor, and served until
Mareh 7, 1965. During the pastorate of Rev. Tomliinson,much growth
took place in the 1life of the church. In- April of 1952, the
first issue of "Church Life", the church paper, was published.
Miss Lucille Welch came as Educational Director and Gratten Tom-
linson was Music Director. In 1952, a mission was established
at Graham's Dairy. The land was made available to us by the
generosity of the late Senator Ernest R. Graham. During this
year an ll-point program of building was adopted and on AugustlT,
1952, construction was begun on the temporary auditorium and

permanent educational building. This building was dedicated Octo-

ber L4, 1953. On October 9, 1955, a church library was opened and
has continued through the years. C.J. Hoolsema came to serve as
fulltime Minister of Music and Education on January 2, 1955. Con-
struction was begun on an educational building directly Dbehind
the temporary auditorium in October of 1957. This building,
known as the Mullins Building, was dedicated in 1958.

October 10, 1957, saw work started with Spanish-speaking people

with Rev. Milton Leach serving as pastor. In June of 1959,
Gratten Tomlinson returned to the church to serve as Minister of
Music and Youth. On August, 1960, another two story educational
building was built. This is known as the Lunsford building. From
1960 to 1968, Dr. Aurelio Travieso was the pastor of the Spanish
speaking congregation, A mission was organized at North Palm
Springs in 1962, In the same year an auditorium was dbuilt, fol-

lowed by an educational building for North Palm Mission.

January 6, 1963, was the completion and dedication of & nursery
building with ten well equipped nurseries. Rev. Tomlinson resign-
ed on Marey T, 1965, to accept the call to the Parkway Baptist
Church. During the year of 1965, a two-story building, (Kimmons
Building), housing a new kitchen, dining room, and elementary
department, was completed.

Dr. Ernest R. Campbell was called as pastor in February of 1966.
Under his leadership a chapel with educational space was built
for the Spanish Department in 1967. The old (1937) auditorium was
leveled to make way for a new auditorium. Several pieces of pro-
perty were acquired. Three buildings were razed to provide park-
ing facilities for approximately 155 cars. On Easter Sunday 1967,
North Palm Chapel Dbecame a constituted church, and continues a
great ministry. Orn June 12, 1966, Clay A. Krummel came to serve
as Minister of Education and Perry L. Scott came in November of
1967, to serve as Minister of Music and Youth.

The year of 1968 saw the completion and dedication of the new
1,000 seat auditorium-and two story educational duildins. The
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church property now covers more than half a block of buildings
and approximately one half block of parking facilities.

in 1965 there was a beginning of decline in the church attend-
ance which continued to grow for ten years. In the fall of 1970,
the church was searching for its future and the Lord led in’ sev-
eral areas of outreach. In August of 1970, a program of weekday
ministries in child care was started. The Day Care was opened
with space for 160 children, birth through five years of age.
January 1971, saw two important areas of work to begin. The con-
gregation was challenged with starting a Bus Ministry in Febru-
ary which has grown to one of the finest in our city. Also, dur-
ing the 1971 year, plans were formulated to ©begin our school.
The first year of school was first through the sixth grades. The
school has led in the best of education since its beginning. We
now have grades through the Junior High level. With the addi-
tional areas of work developing, our church saw a need for the
Spanish work to be more closely united with the overall churech
life. Rev. Edwin Diaz was called as pastor to the Spanish-speak-
ing people and led in the development of the present ministry.
As the Bus Ministry began to grow, the need for full time direc-
tion became evident and the church called Rev. Ben Tidwell to
lead this area of work. Dr. Cempbell resigned on March of 19Tk,
to go to Boynton Beach, Florida.

In September of 1975, Dr. James H. Ballard was called to pastor
our church and has led in the area of church renewal. The years
before us are very promising. Many avenues of work are reach-
ing people from all over our city and outlying areas. The fifty
years have been great and the next fifty are expected to be even
greater.

The present membership of First Baptist Church is LT61. During
the last fifty years, 2,370 persons have been baptized into the
church family and $4,306,259.98 has been given in gifts to the
church and world wide mission programs. The church has build-
ings worth $1,07L,000.00 located on twenty four lots in the down
town area of the City of Hiasleah, Florida.
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Rev. CHESTER Tobp
1926-1927

REv: A, W. TaYLOR
1936-1940
Rev. WiLLiam M. Jones
1941-1943

<f/§EQ. SAMUEL B. JORDAN
1944-1050

Y
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DR, ERNEST ‘R, CAMPBELL
1966-1974

gormer padforé

Rev, C. A. Cox
1927-1935

Rev. R, PErrY TOMLINSON

1950-1965
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Friday, October 30, 2009
History of First Baptist Church of Pine Castle, Florida

I'm helping my great-aunt Carol and the rest of the history committee over at FBCPC to compile a book
to be released next year to coincide with the opening of their new sanctuary.

So far, they've gathered quite a bit of odds and ends. This morning, they handed it off to me over
breakfast at Carol's Place and asked me to go thru it and make additions, corrections, suggestions, etc.

I'm thinking the biggest thing they need to do is organize the material, and am going to suggest they
group everything by pastorate. In that vein, I compiled the following list of all the church's pastors, and
thought I'd share it with ye socks. Let me know if you can share any additional information about these
guys, especially as relates to their time in Pine Castle:

Thomas Jefferson Bell, 1887-?
George M.T. Wilson, 1891-1893
G. Alex Bryant, 1894-1897

Alex Tindall, 1898

Owen N. Williams, 1901-1902
B.H. Guy, 1905-1906

W.E. Murphy, 1909-1910

S.R. Bowman, 1911

E.A. Milton, 1913-1914

E.T. Poulson, 1915-1916

K.B. Tupper, 1917-1918

J. Dean Adcock, 1919

S.G. Symonds, 1920-1921

Rev. Wheeler, 1922

J.B. Webb, 1923-1927

Sam B. Jordan, 1927-1937

O. George Hall, 1937-1946

Paul Henley, 1946-1947

W_.E. Murphy (again!), 1947
V.N. Maggard, 1948-1953

AM. Glisson, 1953-1961
Earnest A. Petroff, 1961
Thomas A. Ellington, 1961-1965
Elvin R. Hall, 1965-1987

Mel Gentry, 1987-1988

David McAlpin, 1988-1993

Joe Boatwright, 1993-1994

Bob Followell, 1994-2000

Joe Boatwright (again!), 2000-2001
Bill Burkhalter, 2001-present






