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Rev. William M. Rabb

William M. Rabb, pioneer Baptist minister and missionary, was
pastor of Union Hill Baptist Church and Pleasant Hill Baptist
Church (_lé]a_____p__MS in Escambia County, Florida in 1892. He
also served as a missionary for the Pensacola B Bay Baptist
Association. In the réport he gave to the 1894 fall meeting, he said
that he had traveled 2158 miles from March 1 to November 1,
- preached 112 sermons, organized one church and one Sunday
School, and made 289 visits. He had baptized eight and received six
by letter. He was paid $30 per month for his missionary work.

He also pastored Shady Grove Baptist Church (present-day Jay
First Baptist Church) in 1891 and Milton Baptist Church in 1893.
Both churches are in Santa Rosa County, Florida. He was pastor at
Flomaton Baptist Church in Escambia County, Alabama in 1891
and also preached in Crestview in 1893. According to WPA records,
the Crestview church was a mission of Milligan Baptist Church
and was begun in 1889. The mission disbanded in 1906 and reor-
ganized in 1916. Today it is First Baptist Church.

William M. Rabb was born about 1849 to 1850 in Conecuh
County, Alabama. Research indicates that he was the son of Young
Madison Rabb (April 4, 1826-November 28, 1894) and his wife,
Mary “Polly” Hodge Rabb born August 20, 1830. The family lived
at Evergreen and were active members of the Evergreen Baptist
Church. Young Madison Rabb was a respected lay leader in the
church and often represented the church at Bethlehem Baptist
Association meetings. William M. Rabb grew up in a devout
Christian home and in a strong missionary church. He was sur-
rounded by the influence of many missionaries and preachers who
served in northwest Florida.

It is believed that William M. Rabb married (1) Mary Morrow in
Conecuh County on December 24, 1867. Mary Morrow was the
daughter of Martha A. McCreary Morrow and Rev. William C.
Morrow, who pastored the Evergreen church for several years. Rev.
Morrow performed the marriage of the young couple. Apparently
Mary Morrow Rabb died within a few years.

On November 14, 1872 in Lowndes County, Alabama, William
Rabb married Alice Whitley. Their young family was enumerated
in the 1880 census at Old Town, Conecuh County. William M. Rabb
was a school teacher. He and his wife, Alice, age 23, were parents of
William Y. Rabb, age 6, and Emely L. Rabb, age 2.

The family became ill in the 1883 Yellow Fever epidemic at
Brewton. Mrs. Annie Waters in History of Escambia County,
Alabama recorded that Mrs. Rabb became ill on September 28;
Willie Rabb on October 1; Robert Rabb on October 1; William Rabb
on October 13; and Katie Rabb on October 23. Each recovered from
the illness.

The April 23, 1893 issue of The Pine Belt News (Brewton,
Alabama) read, “The sad news of the death of Mrs. Alice, wife of
Reverend W.M. Rabb, reached Brewton this morning. While on a
visit to friends at Letohatchie, she was taken suddenly sick, which
proved fatal. The burial takes place this afternoon from the Baptist
Church.”

The date and place of death of Rev. William M. Rabb is unknown
to this researcher.
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y the 12830 census he was living in Pulaski County, Georgia, and on January 25, 1883, he married Lizzie
JoCzl in that same county. In 1883 he was living in Santa Rosa County and his name appeared in the
minutes of the Pensacolz Baptist Association’s minutes as pastor at Milton where he served from 1889-
1830 Since church minutes before that time have been lost, we know nothing of his time in Milton.

Leaving Milton in 1888, he moved to Pensacola and joined the First Baptist Church there. Besides being
2 preacher, Rev. Waite was also an architect and builder. At Pensacola he was appointed to the building
committee to draw up the plans for a new church building on Palafox Hill. When he showed the plans to
the church, they were delighted as he described the stonework, a tall tower and steeple, and arched
stained-glass windows. The plans were approved and building soon began.

Rev. Waite became ill in August 1893. The Daily News reported that he was struck with yellow fever! He
died on August 9, 1893, and with the newspaper and the Board of Health both saying it was due to the
fever, panic struck Pensacola. Train stations immediately filled with citizens trying to escape the city. On
August 10 the northbound train pulled out of Pensacola overflowing with passengers. The night train
was also filled. The Board of Health began inspecting every home in Pensacola. After searching 1,881
houses, they found 37 people sick but none with yellow fever! Rev. Waite’s home was stripped of
bedding and clothing and a guard was poSted to keep people out. On Tuesday, August 15, the State
Health officer corrected the diagnosis. It was not yellow fever that killed Rev. Waite but most likely

acute gastroenteritis.

Soon the Daily News quietly published Rev. Waite’s obituary saying that he was in the planning mill
business and architecture but that he also took time to preach the Gospel to churches in destitute
places of West Florida. “He was untiring in his church work, and there are many congregations who will
miss his cheerful words and smiling countenance.” He was buried at St. John’s Cemetery in Pensacola.

Rev. and Mrs. Waite had four children: Frederick, Lizzie, Janie, and Florida, who later worshipped and
served at the Pensacola church. They also served well in the Southern Baptist Convention. (FBHS and
Heritage, v. 2, pp. 481-482)

William M. Rabb-1893

Rabb was born around 1849-50 in Conecuh County, Alabama. His family attended the Evergreen Baptist
Church. He married Mary Morrow in Conecuh County in 1867. She was the daughter of W. C. Morrow,
Bethlehem Assotiation missionary and pastor at Milton. Rev. Morrow officiated at the wedding. Mary
died early, and in 1872 Rabb married Alice Whitley in Lowndes County. In the 1880 census, the family
lived at Old Town, Conecuh County, and Rabb was a school teacher. Yellow fever had afflicted the whole

family in 1883, but they all survived.

In 1891 Rev. Rabb was pastor of the Shady Grove Baptist Church (now Jay FBC). In 1893 he lived in
Milton and was pastor at the Milton church. Through the years he also served Union Hill and Pleasant

Hill in Escambia County, Florida, Flomaton, and Crestview.

E. A. Barton (or Burton)-1899

In late 1898 the pulpit was vacant due to the resignation of I. L. Taylor. The church extended an
invitation to Rev. A. J. Thames to become the next pastor but he did not accept the call. Four months
later on January 8, 1899, E. A. Barton was called and he accepted. In the first business meeting with this
new pastor, it was proposed that the church use “the envelope plan” to increase stewardship, and this
plan was adopted. The pastor was promised a salary of $250 for the next year.
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