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FLORIDA BAPTIST WITNESS

WHERE THE CONVENTION MEETS

The Flrst Bapnst clmrch of Tampa, was or-
ganized in 1853, under the mlmstry of Rev. J. H.
Breaker, but dishanded. - 1t was reorganized in
1858 inder the ministry of Rev. J. H. Haymen,
In 1860, they occupied their first house of wor-
shipt The membership at that time numbered
16, including several negroes. The location of
this building was on the southeast corner of
Twiggs and Tampa streets and was built by con-
tract under the direction of Captain James Mec-
Kay. Sr. - It was not completed until 1886 on ac-
count of the exigencies of the Civil war.

From the time of its organization to the pres-
ent, the following men have served the church as
pastors: Revs. J. H.' Haymen. S. C. Craft, Edgar
Ha.rrls F. N. Neigles, W. T. Gordon*.;_FMyp,-.

William Simons, W. H Osborne oody,
T. B.'‘Anderson, W.-C. McCall and Claude Duke.

A Reva H. L.Reynolds W. Hayden and G. W. Robes

have served the church as stated supplies. .
“In 1893, the church voted to ‘move to the Hyde
Park section, the present location, selling the old

 site for the modest sum of $4,000. This building
‘was erected and the.cornerstone laid in 1895-6

under the ministry of Rev. W. H. Osbome, one of
the most gifted pastors this church has ever had.
‘The. preaent pastor, Rev. Cla,ude W. Duke, bégan
his ministry, November, 1905, and under his ef-
ficient care, we truly hayve . had to “Enlarge the
pIace of our tent and stretch torth the curtains
‘of our habitation, lengthen ‘our ‘cords ‘and

; 'strengthen our stakes.” -

Q. Brantlg i X
Dr. J. R Williford has béen ‘with the church : :
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" Under “our

~our deacong have most unlformly been strong
and capable men of the church and community.
They num! er at present 24, of w
i senior and chairman

about seven years in the capalcty of financial
secretary .and -treasurer. .-He'is now- being as-

- pered.

" The longer he is with us the more we love anc

'vBrother J i

Hensley, Mrs J. A. Mellon and others has done
some excellent work. With more than 200 active
members, divided into 12 circles, we cover the
territory quite effectively. -
" Qur choir of about one dozen members, capably
led by Mrs. Claude Park, with Miss’ Regma. Chas- -
tain as organist, renders excellent and very ac-
ceptable music. “I will praise the Lord with my
whole ‘heart in the assembly and m the congre-
gation.”
Our expansion director Dr George Hyman, is
a consecrated, energetic leader and in the -
that he has been with us we can see and fe
growth by leaps. and bounds. Last fall, unde
Iea,dmg, the ‘church put on a large budget
pmgn to three objects—current expenses,

oring to get ‘every-member to give accordin :
the Lord’s plan, weekly, as we have been’ pr

We-: ha.ve had many seasons of tefreshing un
“der the most competent and capable men, such
as Rev. Billy Sunday, J. Campbell Morgan, J. R.
-Sampey and-J. 'W. McGlothm, our boards evan
: geljsts and slngers, and hope to have many more.

Our. beloved pastor Dr. Claude W. Duke, has
been’ with us now 20 years.  We, together with
him, have had both rough and smooth sailing, but -
bright skies and calm seas seem to be ahead

trust him. . May he long continue to point us or
ward and upward and like Paul, as he follows th
Master. may we follow _him

sisted by Mrs. AL S, Corley Mrs, Leila G. Clay-

ton for a yea.r and a half has been the efficient

secretary and is admirably fitted for the task and

is a great assét to the church and Sunday school. -

Our Sundayv school is large ‘and “flourishing:
sent superintendent,” Mr. W. W.:

Trice, we have S0 grown beyond the ‘capacity of © 7 m

the church edifice that we are- meeting in 11 dif-

ferent buildings Our largest, attendance was over.
1300, which necéssitated meeting in one of the

t.heaters in -the city—-—and A-1 school with all

~ departments from Cradle Roll to the Home de- - use pneuniatic ¥iveters on shacks, and in Tamp

partment; ‘with efficient and consecrated teach-
errs and leaders running on the six-point sched-
ule laid out by our Sunda.y school board of S..B.C.

Our B. Y, P. U. which was orgamzed ds a Chris-

‘tian Endeavor in the old Twigg street church,

has grown to be five in number, 0. K.; Lee; Wil-
liam; Welcome and C. W, Duke Unions, federated
with Miss Bemlce Comstock as president

Our Woman’s Missionary and Aid Society, or-

ganized by Mrs. W. H. Crawford, under the capa-
ble leadership of Mrs. E. C. Harris, Mrs. N. W.

fronts maskmg Iow, one-story structures and the
like. Tampa bas none of these. Artisans do not

‘the din of these riveters at times makes conver-
sation, or even thought almost lmposslble. Nor -
are the shacks of other boom times reducible to
.terms of cold, dispasslonate figures running into
the millions; Tampa’s building permits for the
- first ten months of 1925 totaled close to $20,000,-
000, and in all human probability will show a
total for the entire year of more than $25,000,000.
This is represented by construction of concrete @
and steel, of stone, brick and marble, enduring as
the ages. Be it borne in mind that September’s



