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'Viera Baptist weloomes new pastor

The Rev. Mark Ragsdale
ly joi urch a

located in the School Board l’nci!ity
in Viera, as its new pastor. |

Ragsdale, his wife, Kelli, and
their two sons, Jonmark and Luke,
came to Mel-
bourne from
Longview,
Texas, where
was
an associate
pastor of Mob-
berly Baptist
Church. He re-
ceived his mas-
ter’s of divinity
degree in 1986
from South-
western Baptist Seminary in Fort
Worth, Texas, and brings seven
years of church experience with
him.

The church will meet temporari- |
ly in the School Board facility at
9:15 a.m. on Sundays for Bible study
and celebration hour at 10:30 a.m.
beginning Sept. 13.

The new church is a mission of
First Baptist Church in Melbourne,
and was given an ll-acre tract of
land on Murrell Road in Viera East
by three sponsor churches — Cen-
tral Baptist Church, First Baptist of
Merritt Island and First Baptist of
Melbourne. The Florida Baptist
Convention and the Brevard Baptist
Association also have given finan-
cial assistance. The curch will have
a ceremony today to dedicate the
land.
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