East Palatka, First (St. Johns River)

in favor of retaining him were to remain seated where they were. At first,
there were only six in favor of retaining Rev., Sparks. Twelve kept their
seats. But after some discussion about it, everybody agreed to retain Rev.
Sparks and "continue to do all we could to advance the Kingdom's work." The
business session closed with singing, "God.Be With You Til We Meet Again,”

On October 16, 1946 during work on the church budget, the matter of
the pastor's salary came up for discussion, After some deliberation, a
motion was made to table the matter until wmore members were present. The
motion was seconded and approved. On October 24, 1946 a special called
business meeting was held to discuss the pastor's tenure. Bro., Carson Bullock
had a ballot prepared in advance with Jhst two words printed on it: ‘"yes"
and "No". A vote was takan on whether or not to retain Rev. Sparks as pastor.
The vote was 6, yes, and 11, no. The following letter was sent to Rev. Sparks
at his home in Starke, Florida. "This is to notify you tnut the members
called a special called business meeting to see whether they wanted to keep
you on or not as pastor. The vote was eleven to six (eleven no), We declare
the pulpit vacant." Signed, J. R. Pait, Moderator. '

After the church voted to remove Rev. Sparks as pastor, Mrs. Evelyn
Stephens was asked as Church Clerk to write him a letter informing him that
he was no longer pastor of the church. She refused, After the deacons
insisted that she write the letter to Rev. Sparks, Mrs. Stephens resigned
as Church clerk, and Training Union Director. Mrs. Evelyn Downs resigned as
Sunday School Superintendent, and she and her husband moved their church
membership to another church. ’

On November 12, 1946 the church unanimously voted to call Rev, H. A.
Carlton as pastor, Rev. Carlton accepted with the following statement:
"I think everyone in East Palatka knows I did not seek this position but I
am willing to serve. How much I have learned to love you, and will accept
the work and do thebest I can by your help and cooperation and prayers."
Bro. Pait pledged 100% support beside money. A motion was made, seconded,
and carried to let Rev. Carlton know definitely as to the salary within 30
days. On November 15, 1946, Rev. C. E. Jones called the church into a
business meeting following the worship service, and Rev. Carlton read his
resignation as pastor., Bro. Pait made motion to accept his resignation., Mo-
tion was seconded by Bro. Bullock. Carried. Rev. Jones was called as supply
pastor, or until a regular pastor could be obtained, or until April 1, 1947.
On January 4, 1947 the Pulpit Committee recommended Rev. W. R. Chesshire, and -
he was called as pastor. Rev. Jones resigned as supply pastor. On February
26, 1947 Rev. Cheshire rendered his resignation as pastor. He said: "Due .
to the physical and mental strain, I felt that I could not continue as pastor.™

Ministers who served the church as pastor during this period were: Rewv.
Quell, Rev. S. E. Sparks, Rev. H. A. Carlton, Rev. G. E. Jones, Interim
Pastor; and Rev. W. R. Cheshire. Rev. Cheshire was also a deacon in the
church., Mrs. Evelyn Downs said that there was a man named Smithmire who
served as pastor for a short time during the 1940's. '
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