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MINUTES.
-
CAMPBELLTON, FLA., October 16th, 1880.

Tae WEsST FLORIDA BArTisT ASSoCIATION met with the Camp-
bellton Church this day at Cimpbellton. The Introductory sermon
was preached by Eld. D, A. Skipper, from Eph. ii., 8. ,

At 24, p. M., the messengers Msembled in the nouue, were called to
order by Bro, T E. Langley.

Letters were then vedd: from the churches and messengers’ names
enrolled. .

The body was organized. by the election of Eld. . T. E. Langley,
Moderator, and A. P. Ashurst, Clerk. .

1. Called for petitionary letters, and Qhipola Lake,Lil‘cle Hill and
Grassy Point chprehes,Were admitted, and the right hand of fellow-
4h|p was extended by the Maoderator.

2. Called for cor |w|n)mlmm and received brethren Jno. T. Davis,
J. L Wilson, David Willinms, Davis Coonrod, J:Coonrod, T. F.
-Coonrod, and J. M. Coonrod from the Judson Association.

Received: from Newton® Association brethren Eld. Pitt Calloway
and P. Calloway, Jr.

" Brethren Davis from Judson, and Calloway from Newton, brought
cheering news from their Associations. *

3. Appointed the following correspondents to.the Judson Associa-
tion: Robert Heving,J W. Johngon, Jos. -Lynn; Silas Williford, W,

~A. Creamey, T. E. Langley and A. P. Ashurst.

4. Appointed as correspondents to the Newton Association, D. A.
sSkipper, 1. .J. White, John Stewart, W Rowls, T E. Langley and
AL I’ Ashurst.

a. Appointed the following vomnnttees. towit:

On Preaching—Alford Beavis, Wm. Dikes, W J. Daniel, E. W.
Dekle and William Farrior.

On Missions—A."P. Ashurst, W. J. Daniel and John Stewart.

Ou Docwents—N . I, Cornell, E. Z. Taylar and J. B. Henderson.

On Finance—E. N. kale,. L\ i, and T. A. Paramore.

On Sabbath s.hm.m—w Farnon R. C. B. Laurance, de w.
Rowls.

On Dec mmtf \lnnylux—l) A. SKipper, R. Kidd; and J W John-
son.

On. Nominationa—J. \\ Godwin, L, Sewell and Z. T\ Meuer.

Appointed correspondents to ly Creek Association—D. A,
Ski p‘:'m\dM Osburn. '#w :

he committee on Divine Service :paule the followlng announce-
ment: Eld. M. Osburn preached to-night, m P. M. Calloway

preaches at 11 o’clock to-mon'ow, and Eld C. B. Laurance Sabbath
afternoon at 2 o’clock.

Body then adjowrned to meet at 9 o’clock Monday.
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MONDAY. 9 A, M.

Association met. Prayer by Bro. M. Osburn,

Renewed the call for correspondents.

Called for petitionary letters.

Read and adopted the report on Nominations.

Suspended the regular order of husiness fer the purpose of spend-
ing a few minutes on the subject of Publications. Bro. Langley rep-
resented the claims of the (Yristiaw Index and the Baptist in @
foreible speech. _

Upon motion, the following committee were appointed to arrange
an order of business to be published in the Minutes: A. Beavis, D,
A. Skipper and J, Stewart. ‘

Read and adopted the report on Deceased Ministers.

Upon motion, Selma Church was granted a letter of dismission.

Appointed the next session of the Association to meet with Friend- ‘
- .

ship Church. . .

Read and adopted the report on Sabbath Schools.

Read the report on Missions, and pending its adoption, speeches
favoring its recommendations were made by 1. E. Langley. A. P.

Ashurst, R. Kidd, A. Beavis, D. A. Skipper, and J. "Stewart. The.

report was adopted, and Eld. T. E. Laugley was emploved half of
his time as an Evangelist, to receive a salary of four hundred dollars.
Upon motion, $15 was appropriated for the publishing of the Min-
utes, and $15 for the Clerk for his services. : -
Upont motion, the Asqm:intinu"pr«mwled to ‘raise by cash and
pledges $400 to pay Bro. Langley for his services as an Evangelist.
The following pledges were made, to be paid at the next session of
the Association : - ;

H. H. Hingon.....cooovvennninnnn 2300 M L Dekle.,....ccos coneraniesn . ¥ 10 00
Samuel Daniel..........coooveie e 1 00 W, H. Taylor.... .o 10 00
Mrs, ——— Hood......... SRS 1.00 N. L. Cornell......... v % B0
M. Osborn........ gasashsmesssanes o 1 00 _ Theophilus Kent...... # 5 00
H.Bewell.......cocovcneicocenisosan 10m J W Rowls........coennvennnenn 300
E. N. Dekle.............. PR se 1000, *H. G Land..oeeiieiininnnennn 500
Jake Stephens.. ... ~. 10 00 . Roberl Herring........ccvvveenee 500
William Farrior.............i.... 10 00 Alford Pumphgey................ 35 00
Henry Hinson..........ccoceeqpee 10 00 M BRIy
William Dikes......... S gl . 50" J.N. Parish.e..ioiiiinier sonnne 500
Alfred Beavis............coeeenssr o 0 Silas Williford............. ... .. 10 60
Joseph Lynn....cooooiviinnnnns vee 500 Caroline Daniel................... 5o
J. B. Henderson......ccooevseer 3 O N B LODE.oovicvenniionnioeninies 500
R T TS SRR W B ised in Cash............... fees ST 80
R. C. B. Laurance............s” & 00 : — e
W. A. Creamer.........coupeneses W 4 * Total...coniiiiiiiiinienins KI8GH 80

A balance of $14 20 has beeu ;mnmis«l bx brethren who are not
willing for their names to appear.  ° X

. 8
. ' . Two O’CLOCK, PoM.
Association met. :
Read and adopted Treasurver’s Report. .

Upon motion, thie Moderator was authorized to-appeint the Treas-
urer and Executive Committeegas follows: N. B. Long, Treasurer :
J. W. Godwin, W. H. Taylor, H. Sewell, and W. A. Boone.

Read and adopted the Report on Finance.

Appointed general meetifigs as follows:

1. At Providence Church. on-Saturday before the fifth Sabliath in
January, 1881, 3 . ¢

2. At Bethlehem Chureh. on Saturday before the fifth Sabbath in
Muay, 1881, : : g

3. At Cedar Pond Chureh, on Saturday before the fifth Sabbath in

July, 1881, :
* Upon motion,.Correspondence was opened with the'Southwestern
Association in'Georgia, and Brethren R. Kidd, T. A. Paramore, J.
W. Johnson, D. A. Skipper, and Z. Johnson appointed. :

Adopted the following resolation:

Resolved, That we hereby express our sincere thanks to this ‘Church, and
the citizens of the town and country, for their hospitality to us during this

SesSion. 3 .
Read and adopted the Minutes ; after which the body adjourned.
: T. E. LANGLEY. Moderator.

A. P. Asnurst, Clerk.
; RELIGIOUS EXERCISES. o
Eld. D. A. Skipper preached Saturday at 11 o’clock ; Eld. M. Os-
burn at night. Eld. P. Callbway. preached op §abbatli at 11 o’clock ¢
Eld. A. P. Ashurst at night. - Eld. R. C. B. Laurance preached Sab-
bath afternoon at 2 o'clock ; Eld. T. E. Tangley preached Monday
night.

—_—

. REPORTS. OF, COMMITTEES.

REPORT ON NOMINATIONS.

We, the Committee on Nomingtions, submit the fdllowin.g report: To
reach the Introductory Sermow of the next Au{:“cingg:': we nominatesBro. A.
. Ashuist. + Respectfully s ubmit

: X J. W. JOHNSON, Chairman.

REPORT ON DECEASED MINISTERS. *

Your Committee are glid to inforga you that wone of our ‘ministers have
fallen by death during ghe associational year. To (God be ull the praise.
Regpectfully submitted, oot -
' 777 D, A. SKIPPER, Ohairman.

| - SAMPSON EIBRARY
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; . REPORT ON - MISSIONS, .

Your Committec on Missions beg leave to report: That nothing has bee_n
done since our last session by our tion in obedience to, our Lord's
command to ““Go yg¢ into all the world and preach the Gospel to every cree
ture.” Your Committee beg leave to urge the brethren of the West Flor
Association to put an Evangelist in the field, and for that end we herein en-
deavor to present to your minds the importance, the necessity, ns well as the
commands of our blessed Saviour to carry on His work in this way. The

of Christ; **that repentance and remisgion of sins should be preach d
in name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem,” is the fullest anthor-
ity fot missions, in the most enlarged sense of the term. *‘Buginning at Je-
rusdlem” embraces the work of home missions, in all the forms of that work :
while the words #*among all nations” direct attention 1o foréign missions, in
their world-wide operations. How sublime is the missionary enterprise | It
contemplates the evangelization of the world, the salvation of immortal sdnls,
the trivmph of the Red-emer's kingdom, and the manifestation of God’s
glory in all the earth. This enterpris: calls for the lw'ge contributions of the
rich and the smaller offerings of the poor. Ev.ry Chrstian who is not *‘an
object of charity,” should give to this canse. How can money be so wiscly
used? How can gold be emplowed for a better purpose thad in extending the

of salvation, which is ‘‘more precions than gold—yea, than much fine
“The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts.”
e must not only cease to do evil when we become Christians, but we must

1
»
?

learn to do This is our mission on earth—to beur froit. “I have or-*

dained you,” says Christ, ‘‘that ye miglt bring forth féuit ” My dear breth-
ren, God has called on s to come up and prove Him by giving our substance
for the support of His kingdom on earth. and says He will pour out a bles-
sing in return more than we can contain.  Solomon says: *“There is that
iveth, and yet increaseth ;: and there is tiint withholdeth more than is meet,
t it tendeth to poverty.” .
Now, while we have no suthority to say to any man thet ‘in giving té the
cause of Christ he will be paid back in%ind, wo are anthorized to say that
“‘he who soweth bountiful}fshdl also réap bountifully”; and timt *“it is more
blessed to give than to receive.” We are aniorized to sy that benefactions
thus bestowed shall be* returned. “*full* mensure, pressed down, and running

-over.” Whether this return shell be in kind, Or its cquivalent, may wel be

left to the direction of Infinit: Wisdom. It may come in the way of health
and vigor to a form wastad by disease: or it may come in blithe, buoyant,
h.:gy spirits to a mind sureharzed with ‘corroding care; or it may come in
s peace of God that passeth all imderstanding”—that 1s itself a priceless
boon that money could not buy ; or it may come in tears of grati‘ude from
those whose :a{- have bten Gnli%hf‘!led by the precious truths of the Gospel
that have sent ; but, come wh¢n or how it may, it will be accepted by
the Giver as a fulfijment of the Divine promises. ; \ 4
‘To refuse to give to this great work, is to lay our talents up in a napkin,
We know that giving is indispensable ig, Christian worship. or GGod wonld not
have promised a blessing to follow it, lgr.He does not bless that which is not

‘aduty,

If this be 8o, then pecuniary sacrifice is an cssential element in the religion
of Jesus Christ. Whether the absence of such gaerifice, when possible, is a
fatal defect, is & question of profound import.  Certainly such a defect, to
say the least, must be fearfully dan ; and a wan whose religion is want-
ing in this essentinl element, has the test alarm. Is prayer
essential to Christian lifc? Certainly we shonld think go. Suppose it to be

y wanting, weuld uoi any one t such r<li4i«‘. is vain? We have

to ish between esse elements.  If the absence of one be
we ean see'no reason why the absence of another should not be y

; and if this be so, then a religion that’ costs nothing is worth —
if this be 80, then thousands of onr brethren are deceiving themselves

-

o

5

with a false hopé,andwhen their house falls, great will be the fall of it. We,
0, are deceiving ourselves when we count on them as payt of the people of
The light that does not shine, is not to be reekoned ; the salt that has

no savor, is fit for nothing but to be “cast ont.”

Under the former dispensation the tithes due to the altar eonld be counted ;
under the Gospel the arithmetic of the éasé is dispensed ‘with, and something
above arithmetie and beyond its«reach is subsgtited for it-and W: 4
ye into all the world, and preach the (Fospel to every creature.” What does
not this all-embracing precept ivolve? If we are roquired to do a certain
thing, the conditions on which alone that thing exh be dons are also req ;
whether expressed or unexprossed. Wit are the conditions to thesgreat
before us? Does it not involve a large ontlay of moaey? Yet v:;fhhn to
rejoice in the Lord, and we sing psalms 21 hongr of His name, talk of
our sweet experiences, aid boast of the number of our con when onr
offerings have cost us nothing, and when we know in advance that the offer-
ings of most of our converts will cost them nothing! Was there evér such
empty worship? Is it possible that anything could be more vain and worth-
less? Is it worship —or is it insult ? :

But we hope for better things'in *this Associatjon, aud feel that whey our
brethren are brought to realize the importanc®of this work, that they will
thank God that it is in their power to advance His great cause on earth.

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abound-
ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch?@s ye know that your labor is not in
vain in the Lord. “ Respectfully submitted,

A, P. ASHURST, Chairman.

REPORT ON DOCUMENTS.

Your Committes on Documents beg lsave to submit the following report:
The Salem Church, in Geneva county, Ala., asks for a letter of dismission
from your boly. The churches at Cedar Pond and Friendship both ask to
entertain the next Association. We recommend the vote of the body be taken
as to which church the Assocmtion shall meet with.

Respectfully submitted,
N. L CORNELL, Chairman.

14 % .
REPORT ON SABBATH SCHOOLS.

The Subbath School is not designed EJ tike the place of pulpit or parental
instruetion, but to serve as an auxiliary to- both. In this capacity it has ac-
complished much good, and we cordially.cémum - nd jt to the diligent use of all bur
churches. While we would enconrage ial effort< to induce the young to
attend Sabbath School, we deem it a gr A hurtful mistak» for persons of
riper years to slight its slvantages. lude«? no reason cau be urged in favor
‘of d:ﬂd.ren being Biblo students, that will not apply with equal force to their
g:rentl. If correct views on this subject prevailed ingour churches, every

bbath would witness the mexubﬁw n‘ﬁ‘ young on a ‘common foot-
ing to spend awhile in searching the of Life. Such a tice wounld
not enly make it m{m keep up a school in every community, but would also

make the study of the Scriptures a ‘of course in gvery y
We report Sabbath Schools in the churches during the last 2
Greenwood, Campbellton, and - Frien: Chip; Lake Church E:ru
union : 2 Renpeotfnll‘mbmit
i iLL

IAM FARRIOR, qmm

s ™
L3
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REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE. 3
: - y ASS0'AL ;
CHURCHES, y . MINUTES., PURPOSES. MISSIONS.
£150  $200.
{1 40
1 50 12 80
¥ B0 -
3 80
28 00
1 50 ".’ on
50
26 45
1 90 75
50 100
50 300
50
1 65 10
100 « 100
£ $8
75
1 00" )
2 20 ¢
1 20
235
50
* 170
.H i;r. &83 8O
-« kg e
- * o R105 05
- E. N. DEKLE, Chairman. _
‘.....4._. .

TREASURER'S REPORT.

S " : Dr. Cr.
Oct. 19—By-Cash from Association ..............ceeune. .. L . K68 45
Nov.10 *_, «  « ProvidgneqChurch... 2 00
10 ¢ W, <« Providence Grave.. 100
i SRR AN NN i L aciavas i B 7 65
o L R OO T 1 30
T e T e L s « 100
M'ch 1 To Cash paid Clerk for savices.................. 15 00
» G oA W for MinpbaR .. ........... 5 0. 15 OO
Oaalion Randli o s T
il . . #8581 40 881 40°
Respectfully gabinitted, A. P. ASHURST, Treasurer.

7 ;
ARTICLES QF FAITH.

. '
ArTICLE 1. We believe in one true and living God, and that there is a
trinity of persons in the Godhead —the Rather, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—
and yet there are not three Gods, but one God. —[ Mark xii., 32 ; Matt. ii., 16,
17; Matt. xxiii., 19; 1st Tim., i., ‘i 5: Ex.xx., 1,3; John i., 1, 4; v., 28;
X., B0, SRS e

ArT. 2. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament are
the Word of God, and the only rules of faith and practice.—[2d Tim., iii.,
16, 17; 2d Peter, i., 21 ; 24 Sam., xxiii., 2; Rev., xxiiq 18, 19.

Ant. 3. We believe in the fall of Adam, and the imputation of sin to his
posterity : in the corruption of humanfueture, and the impotency of man to
recover himself by his own free will andl pbility, —[Isa. i., 5, 6; Ps, xiv., 1,
3; Rom.%v., 12;"John vi., 44; 1st Cor. xv., 20, 1; Job xiv., 57; Eph. ii..
8, 10. . . . . v

ArT. 4. We believe in the everlasting=love of God to His people, and the
eternal election of a definite number of the human race to grace and glory ;
and that there was a covenant of grace of redemptipn made between !
Father and the Son before the world be, an, in whi& their salvationis secure,
and they in particular ave redeemed. —(Jer. xxif, 3 ; John xv. g6, 17 ; Isa. xl,,
8, 9; Eph. i., 4, 5, 11; Acts xijj., 48: 2d Thess. ii., 13 1st Pet. i, 2;_Rom.
viii., 290, 30: Rom. ix., 11, 12, 23 and xi., 4, 7: 2d Tim. ii.. &

ART. 5. We.believe that sinuers are rined in the sighs of God only by
the righteousness of Christ imputed to them.—[Rom. iii., 21, 5, 56; Ps. xlv. ;
John x, 9, 15; Rom. v., 1, 10; Ist Cor. i., 30.

ART. 6. We believe that ¢ll thos+ who are chosen of God in Christ, will be
effectually called, regenerated, converted and sapctified, and supported by the
Spirit and power of God, o that ghey shall persevere in grace, and not one
of them be finally lost.—~[John x., 29, 30, and vi., 87 ; Phil. i., §; 1st Pet. i
3, 9; Heb. vi., 16, 20; John xvii., 2, 3; 2d Tim. L, 9, 10; Tit. iv., 4,7;
Eph. ii., 45; Rom. viii., 28, 81. ' .

Art. 7. We beliewe that good works a#e the fruit of £aith, and follow after
justification ; and that they only justifys in the sight of men, and are onl
evidences of oir Christinnity, —[Eph. ii., 10; James ii., 13, and iii., 13; Ist
Pet. ii., 3, 5; Matt, v., 16. . » .

AgrtT. 8. We beligve that there will be a resurrection of the dead, and a gen-
eral judgment : and th® happiness of the righteous, and the punishment of
the wicked, will be eternal. —[ Mark xii.. 24, 27; 2d Cor. v., 10; 1st Cor. xv.,
12, 29; Acts xvii., 31; Matt. xxv., 46: John v., 28,.29; Thess. i., 7, [0.

Agr. 9. We bélieva that the Charch of Christ is a visible con gation of
baptized believers, who have gained mnun fellowship with x:h other
and that immersion is the only Scriptorfl mode.—{Rom. vi,

ART. 10.: We believe that Jesug CErhl 18 the great-Head of His Church and
only Lawgiver, and that the governm with the body and is the privilege
of eac’tindividnal, and that the discipline of the church is intendes for the

reclamation of those Christians who mag be’ disorderly gither in principle or
practice, and must be faithfally kept up” for God's glory-and the peace and
unity of the chureh, \ .

ART. 11, We believe that Water Baptism fnd the Lord's Supper are ordi-
nances of the Lord, and are to be conti until His second coming
ARt 12. We beldeve that none but those regularly baptized, and avho are
in fellowship with the church, have a *ﬁo commune‘at the Lord’s table,

.
e »



ORDER OF BUSINESS.

—_—
-
¢ -

1. Call for Petitionary Letters.

2. Invite Visiting Brethren to seats with us.
3. Call for Correspondence.

4. Appoint Committee on

.
8-

5. Appoint Committee on Nominations.

’

6. Appoint Committee on Decéased Ministers,

7. On Publications.

8. On Sabbath Schools,
9. On Missions.
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