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Pursuant to adjournment, the West Florida Baptist Association meb
with the Church at Cedar Pond, Jagkson county lJloriul:;, October 19th,
1878,

On account of ttc absence of the nominee appointed at the last meet-
ing of this body, the introductory sermon was preached by Elder A. P.
Ashurst, from Matthew 27th chapter and 22d verse. “What shajl we
do then with Jesus which is called Christ.” After refreshments, and 1}
hours intermission the Association met in the house and was called to
order by the former Moderator, T. E. Langley.

The letters from the various churches were handed in, and the Modera-
tor appointed W. M. Farrier, and A. I, Ashurst, to road them, after
which the body proceeded to permanent organization by electimg Thos,
E. Langley Moderator and W. .J, Daniel, Clerk.

The Moderator returned thanks to the body for g continued manifesta-
tion of confidence reposed in him, &e.

The Clerk proceeded to gnroll the following Delegates.

Bethlehem—M. R. Shores, J, W. Rawles, 1. Land.

Bethesda—B. F. Smijth, 8. Franklin, Jno. Simmons,

Cedar Pond—T. A. Paramore, T. J. Boone.

Campbellton—J. C. Collier, W. J. Daniek

Concord—Wm. Forehand, Daniel Carnley.

Damascus—J. H. White, T. J. Parker, W. W. Parker.

Ephesus—M. Christmas, Jno. Brewner.

Friendship—J. Lynn, J. M. Stephens.

Greenwood—A. P. Ashurss, J. H. Stephens, W, J. Cook

Hickory Level—S. Pomphrey, W. Thompson. ‘

Memphis—Jas. Avery, J. W. Halk

Mt. Olive—M. Keel, J. F. Barfield.

Orange Hill—Sterling Arnold.

Parzﬁise Grove—J. 'F Allen, T. M. Stribling.

Poplar Sprin . 8. White, J. Dykes,

Providence—%[oe&es Dykes, Wm. Nobles, Z. Jolinson, J. Hill

Rockey Grove—A. J. Sullivan, J. Y. Folsom.

Rehoboth—W. J. Smith, J. P. Sanders,

Sardis—D. Player, J. H. Sims, Jos. Messcr.

Selma—S. Martin, P. Martin, E. Taylor. 4

J. 8. White, Z. Johnson, and the Delegates from Cedar Pond Church
were appointed a Committee on Preaching. 2

Called for correspondents from other hodys and received Daniel Wil-
liams, D. Coonrod, Jos. Coonrod, T. M. Stapleton, J. T. Weston, and
B. M. Williams, from the Judson Association. ’ ;

A motion toallow the Moderator further time to arrange varions com-
mittees was carried. b

On motion the body adjourned to meet promptly on Monday morning
at 9 o’clock. ne> :
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ne prayer the Committee on Preaching made appoint-
m&mw:;:ﬁ g& f{ﬂlowst T E. Langley, to preach at 11 opcgock
on Sabbath, and R. C. B. Lawrence, in the afternoon’at 2 o'clock, and
W. M. Farrier, on Monday at 11 o'clock. - g
At 11 o'clock on Sabbath the congregation assembled at the stand and
was addressed Ly Elder T. E. Langley, from the 13th chapter 20th and
o1st verses of Hebrews. Elder R. C. B. Lawrence, preached a very in-
: nat 2 r. M.
‘"'I:t;hﬁg ':ll::;)of the service at 11 o'clock the Moderator announced
mittees as follows:
wgommitu:' on Documents—J. C. Collier, J. Brewner, M. Dykes.
Committes on Deceased Ministers—J. W, Rawles, James Avery, W.
Th(,‘j?ﬁmitt:ee on Nominations—W. J. Cook, D. Player, W. W. Parker.
Committee on Missions—A. P. Ashurst, W, J. Daniel, T. A. Paramore.
Committee on Finance—1. C. Keil, J. Lynn, J.T. Allen. :
Committee.on. Sabbatli Schools—R. C. B. Lawrance, W. J. Smith, B.
. Smith. &
. At 9 o’clock on Monday morning the body met promptly and was call.
ed to order by the Moderator. : :
On motion the reading of the minutes from Saturday was dispensed
with until the close of the session. .
Renewed call for correspondents, received none. .
Appointed the following correspondents, ‘
J. W. Hall, J. M. Stephens, J. Lynn, T. J. Boone and W. J. Daniel, to
the Judson Association. .
To the Newton Association, J. W. Johnson, and W. J: Daniel.
To the General Association of South East Alabama, and West Florida,
g ]2 Langley, and A. P. Ashurst. :

Committee on Documents read their regort and was adopted as fol-
lows:
Your Committee on Documents beg leave to report that Campbellton,
Damascus and Hickory Level Churches all ask to entertain your next
* Association. We recommend that a vote of the body be taken upon it.

The following query is also sent up from Poplar Spring Church. “How
shall a Missionary Baptist Church proceed upon the application for
membership of a Free Will Baptist” bringing with him a recommenda-
tion from his Church of good standing &c. The query was answered b
u{,ing—roociva him by experience and baptism scripturally administered.

a vote of the body the Association decided to meet with Damas-

cus Church eight miles west of Campbellton,

Your Committee on Nominations appoint A. P. Ashurst to preach the
introductory sérmon at the next meeting of your Association.

‘ " . W. J. COOK, Chairman.

The report on Sabbath Schools called for, read and adopted as below.

Your Committee on Sabbath Schools beg leave to report. that as far as
theg‘wem able to learn from the reading of the letters, there has been
no Sabbath Schools reported. We have heard however that two hive
been in operation a part of the year, ome at Damaseus, the other at a
school house in this vicinity. We regrét 10 see so little interest mani-
_ fested by the Churches in such important work which has been so abun-

dantly blessed by the Lord in the growth of his churches, and the exten- .

sion of his Kingdom upon thaearth. Itis evident that there are rea-
sous why none of our churehes have been able to maintain, and keep up

-
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a lar and properly conducted Sabbath Scheol nmong them, the first -
we believe to be a want of good Superintendents, men who know how to
conduct and carry on a Sabbath School, and whose hearts are in the
work, another is well qualified teachers, they should be men and lad
of deep picty who would go into the work with all their hearts, a
would labor therein with an eye single to the glory of God. The want
of proper kinds of books i\mmthor greay reason why they have not suc-
ceeded. The cry of the churches are, we are too poor to buy books, a
silly excuse. The souls of our children are worth more by far than their

ys. Weare almost at a complete loss to suggest something that
weould bring about a better state of affairs in this important matter.
We would recommend however that the Pastors lecture their churches
on the subject as often as they think it prudent.

Respectfully submitted,
R. C. B. LAWRENCE, Chairman.

REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AS ADOPTED.

Your committee would briefly report that they employed Elder R. C. B,
Lawrence to labor within your destitution a portion of the past year, the
work to begin in August last, his report will show the amount of labor he
has done to date. He has made some appointments that would be well for
him to fill yet. We have agreed to give him what funds the Association
Irad on* hand at the commencemefft of this meeting as remuneration for '
what h2 has done and will do in filling these appointments,

Respectfully, ,
W. J. DANIEL, Chairman.
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS.

Report on Missions read and pending its adaption, stirring speeches were

made by T. E. Langley, and A. P. Ashurst the report was adopted and is as
below: :

The Committee are impressed with the necessity for enlarging our
efforts to ““preach the gospel to every creature.”” It is useless to consid-
er the question of missions without cousidering the question ‘of money.
We have got the men, the money is what we need. ) .

All our people are ablg to give, and: when we consider the divine law
of giving, all are equally able to give. The law of Christ applies as
much to the poor as to the rich, and promises as great blessings shall be
enjoyed by the giver of the one class as that of the other. It _required
of a man to give according to what he has, an&tot ‘according to what he
has net. The Master does not state the amount to be given by any one,
but teaches the principle by which every giver may piously determine
the amount he owes to the cause, when he says “Give and it shall be
given to you again’ FHe does not say, “Give largely and it shall be

iven to you again.” When He declares “It is more blessed to give
tqhn to receive,”’ He does not hintas to the amount which secures the
blessing; but the principles laid down in His word are to govern it. If
we would secure’' the cause of Christ the amount needed, and now re-
quired at our hands, we must adopt plans more scriptural than those we
have practiced heretofore for jreaching the masses of our people. We
must regard as acceptable to God, and profitable to His cayse every.
cheerful however small,

He ‘ore our plan has been a few liberal givers give all'we raise for
missions. This is wrong.

There is more or less of discouragement experienced by the liberal
. ’ < . 3
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givers, when they find that they have all the burden to carry, while the
multitude will'not touch it even with their fingers, . If all were to lend a
hand, those who are liberal would be more liberal, and in doing more
they would enjoy more, and receive greater blessings. ~ As it is, they are
oppressed with a sense of injustibe; they fegql that they are wronged; and

they are soured toward their bréthren, and so far from being incited to:

greater efforts, when the inaction of others would seem to make it neces-
sary, they are actually restrained from 'doing what their hearts would
incline them to do, and indignant to see ho contributions from others,
pettishly diminish their own™  Of course they ought not to indulge
such feelings, but they do indulge them. They are good men, it is true,
but they are men, and like others subject to human weakness. Any
plan must be wrong, the great feature of which is that it places such
temptations in their way. ;

Again, we appeal to one to do so much on the ground that some other
has done so much. The principle is wrong, whether others have done
much or little, is not fora man to inquire. Let him answer as unto
God, and not as unto man. Emulation and pride are not to be appeal-
od to in a christian assembly. The appeal should be to the conscience,
and to that only. Let thém be told to do it, because God has required
it at their hands, and what they do under this impulse they will never
afterwards regret; their nature will be developed in the right direction
. and not the wrong and the act will be a genuine christian charity, and

not a wretched counterfit of it.

To sum up the whole matter let it be said that a habit of sytematic
anid liberal giving on proper principles in the cause of Chiist is benefi-
cial to the heart of every christian, and that without this habit leanness
and disease are certain, and life is apt to he so feeble that it can scarcely
be distinguished from death. The great m\ajority of our brethren are in
thle lu:.tcr ?omliti;m; a.mll the charge against our plans which have work-
ed out sych results as these, that they bring evi » individual, i
t‘stﬂblisl‘l*(‘d. T y g evil upon the individual, is
_ Again the churchgs suffer injury. A church whose membership suffers
in the manner described is in the condition of a man broken on the
wheel. His legs are broken, he canmot walk; his arms are brokan, he
cannot do; his ribs are broken, ke can searcely breathe; his back is
broken he cannot stir. :

To suppose that the figure is too strong is to suppose ghat the whole
of a thing can be in goed condition when its parts are all destroyed.

. Take away the membership of our chnrehes and there is nothing left.
Suppose all the members of a chureh to be under the blight of cove-
tousness, what will the church be worth as a whole? Suppose a large
part of them to be so, and that a few only e found in the way of dury,
how are the efforts of those few clogged and made comparatively ivactive
by the dead weight of the many! Hampered with a worse than useless
membership, unblessed by an antimissionary spirit, how can a church be
other than lahguid, drooping and dying,” if not dead? Many of our
churches are in this condition. * We have many churches in condition not

s0 bad, though their afiliction is of the same kind. But according to the
degree of their disease, so wretched is their inte

unls[tbcy A g hpmgacery : :rnal state, and so worthless
this condition of our churches is owin i ‘inacti

o 8 if g 1o any action er inaction of
ours, have we not great gullt®o answer for? And is it not clear lhat‘lf our
missionary efforts had been guided by greater wisdom, even if with more
zeal, we should not have left the masses of ourpeople wholly unreached ?

-~
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While those who do nothing are each and all to blame, may it not be true
tiat they haver o' been taught to give, and instructed in the power there is in
littles. They are ashamed to lay their little mite by the of the doliars
of the more wealihy c]lnu. Now the poor form a large portion of our mem-
bership. Can a chorch asa whoie be thrifty when so large an element in
its membership are not used? ¢

Bat ﬂnall_vl.’we are instracted hovhtri gl;r}e.i ilu 'ﬂmil" 1@ the Corin
the Apostle Paul, speaking by the Holy Spirit says: “Now, concern
collections for the saints, as I have given order to the ch of el:!na.
so do ye. Upon the first day of the week, LET EVERY ouou 132
him in store as God hath prespered him, that there be no ngs
I come.” 1st Cor. xviii; 2. : >

Observe that this is nota mere matter of adwvice—it is an orpER. The
Apostle says: I have given ORDER. ' ; :

Mark, also, that the periods of giving are not only regular, but are

«frequent; and this very frequency would bring the dmf down from the
high atmosphere of exciting enthusiasm to the less exhilarating Dut more
Lealthy air of daily Jife. Not once a year, but once a week is the New Tes-
tament method. Before ahe heart has time to grow cold from enhe aet of
beneficence another warms it up again; and. thus if the stream be small, it
is nevertheless steady, and while it conveys blessings out, also bles-
sings in, for it is more blessed to give than to receive. Note, also, that the
command is to all: “Let EvERY oNE cf you lay by him in store.” Nb ﬁ
woman or child is excepted. We seem to forget that giving i an aect
worship, and that consequently, in the absence of giving no can be
complete. There are some who seem to think that because the is
free in one sense, it is so in every sense and should cost them and
some go even further, and imagine that to couple money with , or
with the Lord's cause in mf way, is 1o degrade it. It may be well to re-
membar that the day divinely appointed is Sabbath, “the first day of the
week;" also the very first act of worship of which we h‘r ln&-l':mll was
an exxressive one. There was no money in the world st'the of
eous Abel’s sacrifice, but it cost him money’s worth and it was

Tas God so changed that what was acceptable then would not now?
The Mosaic ritual was, perhaps, the most expensive system of rel
devised; and God was the author of it. Did he not know what was
table to bimself, and as e was not ‘made richer by these Mﬁt
benefitted by them inany way must He not bave required them
nefit of the worshipper? And bhas humaa nature so changed that w
as promotive of spirftual welfare then should fail to promote it now
Outward acts, indeed, may vary with circumstances; but so far w
ples are involved, they must forever be the same. “Honor the with
thy substance” is a divine precept, and is it not binding on all men for all
time? If certain men and certain times are to be made exceptions, who s
competent to designate the exceéptions? |
Those who contend in these lutter days, that al! our giving should be teo
the poer, are not the first who' have made this plea; they fi
cedent set by a bad example. A -
The alabaster box itself expensive, was filled #ith costly ointment; both
had been purchased *with money, but the offering was gr _
and as the house was filled with the perfume of the offering, so the
world has been filled with the fragrance of thé story; and
honor of the act will endure till the end of time, No poor were ber
nor in a certain sense was there benefit of any kind, BUT CHRIST WAS
ORED. 2 ¥ :
Are we precluded from the privilege of honoting the Saviour in the same

-
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way? Let some Iscariot count up the expense, and whine about the poor,
but as for us, let us weep for joy to think we are permitted to bring the
alabaster box and the precious ointment, What was worship then is wor-
ship now. And if giving be worship, then, like all other worship it should
be at stated times, and the limh shoula be not far apart; and we should
give without ceasing, as we dre tauﬁht to pray withent ceasing.

Certain it is, that our worship will be forever imperfect, unless our “sub-
Stance” enters into it, and if we be at a loss to know at what periods and
vn what occasions 1o make these offerings, dp we not find something more
than a hint in these words: *“Upon the first day of the week let every one
of you lay bg him in store, as God hath prospered him.” “What God hath
joined-together let not man put asunder.”

The time must come when all the elect will come up to help the Lord.
Let us be in haste to bring al‘uut the advent of that glorious day; and if
our beginnings be small, we' have the rapture of knowing tbat the end
will be, that the kingdoms of this world will become' the kingdoms of our

Lord and of His Chnst, 4
A. P. ASHURST,
W. J. DANIEL,
T. A. PARAMORE.

REPORT ON DECEASED MINISTERS. -

Your Committee appointed to make this report feel very thankful to re-
port 1o you no deaths among our ministerial brethren this year. Our minbis-
terial strength is very weak as you are all aware. Let us not forget then at
all times to render thanksgiving to God for the preservation of the lives of
what few ministers we have, :

. Respectfully,
J. W. RAWLES, Chairman.

On motion the propriety of changing the time of the meeting of the és-
sociation eame up under the head of generr) business and” after some dis-
cussion was lost.
~ Went into electioh 6f Execitive Committee, and diring the balloting
suspended the regular qrder of busipess to discuss the propriety of doing
nv:{' with a resolution passed at a previous meeting of this body relative to
pledges and Sabbath collections, a motion to reconsider and recind said re-
solution was passed.

J. H. Stephens, A. P. Ashurst, W. H. Taylor, J. C., Collier and W. J. Dan-

» iel, were elected Execotive Committeemen for the ensuing year,

It was agreed that the next geoeral meeting be held with Providence
Church.
The following resolution of thanks was passed: .

* Resolved, Thst the thanks of this body be tendered 1o the

. . T good people of
Cedar Pond neighborhood for their kindness and hospitality durin::) our

: nt-lo& Agreed to pay the Clerk £15 for lis services, and expend $20 for
minu
On motion the Association adjourned to meet with Damascus Church the
Saturday before thegthird Sabbath in October 1879.

REPORT OF R. C. B. LAWRENCE,

Having been employed by the Executive Committee of the West Florida

Association to labor within its bounds s missionary would briefly make
this my report of what I have done.

1 commenced the work August 9th 1878, preached five sermons
three exortations and traveled ninety miles on my first trip; ‘

\

gave
on my second

-

We i 7

round I preached three sermons and traveled sixty miles. My health
baving failed me have not been another round since. 1 found Antioch and
Magnolin churches both in a very, sad condition. One Gibson of Liberty
county Florida has been among them and like a wolf has divided and scat-
tered them. He has left them without shepherd or fold. I learn that
some of them ure awaiting an opportunity to return, I think it very proba-
ble that all of them that were led astray could be gathered again if they
had a shepherd to look after'them. I have prom to preach for them as
often as my health will permit until January, and will do all I can to re-
store [peace and unity among them. The people {fenenlly appesr 10 be
very anxious to hear the Gospel, and R_nre wzl}hlllg to do al] they are able for
the support of a preacher. espectfully,
s Y . e R. C. B. LAWRENCE.

TREASURER'S REPORT.

Recelved trom Finance Committee last Association.........ccoceener s .$166 40
To amount paid the Clerk for his scrvices...........c...... paiin e oAb 21 25
To amount paid for printing Minutes........ccco v ivniiiiieiiniiiniieimsns 15 00
To amount paid Brother Lawrence for Missiopary Labors... ........... 130 15
. ———

$166 40

REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE.

Sent up from: Miss'ns. Mioutes, Ass'nal.
BotHIORNE. ... . + -« sivcisrqsranassansposnsy o b sosbasarsense 85 00
L TR S RS s R e ARCERa 81 00 140
ERERE IR ... i i vonsony osk Bbauinumen s ave san RRIN T8 4 0% &5 50 200 3 00
Campbellton...ueiiiies o ¢ raveeissssnsansasdssssscsnesanness 16 50 2 00 2 50
o R TR B TR SO AR 50 50 40
D‘mmus ....................................................... 1 60 2 80
Ephosls .........cooonninrannessassessanisen missssssnrensiongs S § 2((: 50
R SN frerees 28 50 200 200
R DI i saniiniisannsy shaprans PO S ST 1 :_m 100
Memphis ... oiiviiiiiivenmnnne sinnii s, ! 17
Orange Bill........ ccciceniecranncsichisenssnssisesssnscnsnas 55 1 00
Poplag Bprihg .....ccovveveiciaines susssasasssssaissscssase 2 1 00
PRI . hlies vov vossas s nisvnsuedpabiibsninpanpinsarenses 1 50 225
Paradise Grove............ SR TER AN S s T R S 1 00 30
ROCKEY Grove..........coeeerermrsiunnasinniniinaeniiniaaee 1 08 1 00 1 00
TN . . - iihstassiine s sim ok s SR asssis s b A He bR NeS ' 1 40
BOIIIE ..o oo ssnisisrcinnrsnssasanvesidrnsssanssasnansesiasassas 1 59 1 50
Hickery Level.....cccoviannsecsscs RSt B s, < 100 1 100

$21 46 $20 95

* 50 00
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