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MINUTES.

e

The Association met with the Chureh at Greenwood, Fla., O(‘:t-.
19th, 1872, The Introductory Sermon was preached by R.C. B,
Lawrence, from Acts, 9th and 6th : “Lord, what wilt thou have
me to do.” Prayer by T. E. Langley. After one and a half
hours intermission, the Association met, and was called to order
by the former Moderator, Prayer by Bro. Greene Hartsfield,
The former Clerk, W. F, Jordan, being absent, W. J. Daniel w
clected Clerk pro tem.

Letters from the various Churches were handed in and read,
after which, the Association was permanently organized by clect .
ing T. E. Langley, Moderator, and W. J. Daniel, Clerk.

Called for petitionary letters. Received a letter from ' Cedar
Pond Church, requesting membership with this body.  The Chureh
was received and the right hand of fellowship extended the dele-
wates, ¥

Called for Cumspt'mdents: Brethren L. R. Sims, Philip Belser, ,
and David Rogers were received from the J udson; fromthe New-
ton, J. F. H. Pitts,’and J. J. Faulk. e

Appointed Correspondents: To the Judm‘m,. W. J. Cook, J. B
Mathias, B. H. Banks, A. Bevis, J. J. Grantham, John Stewart,
T. E. Langley, and T. H. Paramore ; To the New‘_tun. J. B. Math-
tas, D. A. Skipper, T. E. Langley, and Y. R. Folsom.

To the General Association: T. E. Langley, W. J. Daniel, J. ¢,
Collier, W. H. Hinson, J. B. Mathias, and D. A. Skipper. ‘

The following Committees were appointed : On Preaching, J. €.
Collier, W. A. Boone, and the delegates from the Green wood Church ;

On Finance, W. H. Hinson, T. A. Paramore, H. Sewell; On
Sabbath Schools, J. J. Grantham, L. Shelfer, J. Stewart; On Nom. -
inations, W. J. Cook, B. Bevis, W. Boone; On Deceased Minis-
ters, J. C. Collier, J. B. Mathias, B. A. Forrister; On State of
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the Churches, R. C. B. Lawrence, W. Williams, G. B. Stringer ;
On Documents, D. Williams, W. A. Jackson, B. Pranklin.

The Committee on preaching report Bro. Wesley Williams to
preach to-night, L. R. Sims, to-morrow at 11 o'eloek, and T. E.
Langley, at 3 p. m.

Adjourned to meet at 9 o'clock, Monday morning. Prayer by
Bro. John Stewart. R

SaBBATH EXERCISES.

At 10 o'clock the delegates assembled and spent an hour in
prayer.

At 11 o'cloek. L. R. Sims addressed the congregation from
Lomans the 10th Chapter, 13th and 14th verses, and a part of
the 15th verse: “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved. How then shall they call upon him whom
they have not believed? aad how shall they believe in him of
whom they have not heard ? and how shall they hear without a
preacher ! and how shall they preach except they be sent ™
The services were closed by T. E. Langley, and a collection taken
up, amounting to $26.40. At 7 o'cloek, Bro. D. Rodgers preached
to an attentive congregation.

MoNDAY MORNING, 9 0'CLOCK A. M.

T. E. Langley in the chair. After singing the 562d hymn, Bro.
treen Hartsfield led in prayer.

Read and adopted the Minutes of Saturday and Sabbath. Re-
newed call for correspondents, and Bro. Greene Hartsfield ‘an-
nounced himself as a visitor. \

Went into election of Executive Committee, and on motion,
our present Executive Committee, J. A. @ollier, D. H. Horn ,W. J.
Cook, A. Bevis and B. H. Banks were elécted by acclunation.

A motion was made that the query sent up by the Pilgrim’s
lest Church at our last Association, and laid upon the table, be
taken up and discusged. The motion was lost.

Letters of dismission were granted Pilgrim’s Rest and Hickory

Grove Churches. It was agreed that the next meeting of this
body be held with Cedar Pond Church.

!

" Graves; also, Bro. G

4.&‘:;?,—
3 {8 5

the West Florida ‘Association, held ,with
»to return our heart-felt thanks to the
, for their hospitality extended to us dur-

the Greenwood Ghureh, hey. Ton
vitinens of Greenwood and vicin
ing owr session. e ;

On motion, a collection w‘m made in cash and pledges for mis-
sionary purposes, which '_&é‘;‘u}uetl as follows: Received in cash
$13 25, and in pledges, ﬁfﬂx‘ paid at our next Association,
£132,00. .

At the close of the,
sent the claims of the

J

ssion, time was given 8. R. Sims, to pre-
aptist, published at Memphis, by J. R.
e Hartsfield, to solicit, loans for the pur-
pose of publishing a §finuseript of his. :

1 | T. E. LANGLEY, lod«mtnq)'r.

W. J. DaxIEL, Cl

L |
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PENDIX.

ORT ON NOMINATIONS. :

The Committee'on Nomhinations report, T. E. Langley to preach the fn-

~troductory Sermon at gur next Assocation.
5 i Bespectfully Submitted,

43 4
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REPORT ON DECEASED MINTSTERS.
The report on Decensed Ministers was read and adopted, and is as follows:
Your Committee feel thankful that there is no deaths to report in oar

Axsociation this year. ;
tespectfully Submitted.
J. C. COLLIER, Ch'n.

W, J. COOK, Ch'n

—

REPORT ON STATE OF CHURCHES.

The report on the state of the Churches was read, and pending its adop-
tion, ndf::u were delivered by R. C. B. Lawrence, L. R Sime, T. E.
Langley, and others. The report was , and is as follows :

Your Committee on the state of the Churches, report that, as far as
they have been uble to learn, the Churches have been blessed with preach-
ing during the past year. Several of them have been ble with

revivals of Gojl grace, and o goodly number of precious souls
have beea wdded to them. lngFhih we rejoice at what God hatk
y
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wrought, and view the vast ancultivated field that now lies within the
bounds of this Association, unoccupied by the Heralds of the Cross. the
great destitution presented to our minds seems to stare us in the fuce ax
mighty giant, defying the armies of the living God ; and here the thought
is suggested to our minds, what is the cause of this great destitution ?
We are inclined to the opinion that the whole secret of the matter is, and

hias eyer heen, since the organization

of this Association, the want of a

properly cultivated principle of systematic giving to the eause of God

among the several Churches.
We would therefore suzgest to your

honorable hody, that the prineiple

of systematic giving be recommended to the Pastors and Delegates of the
Churches present, that a successful effort may be made by every member
to further on the glorious cause of our God in the salvation of immartal
souls during the present associational year. As regards the statistics of the

Churches, we are not prepared, in this, to give yon a correet re

increase or decrease of the Churches.
the Minutes of the Clerk for a correct
has been an increase in numbars,

of the
We would therefore refer you te
report.  We holieve, however, there

Respectfully Submitted,

R. C. ? LAWRENCE, Ch'n. -

e —
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REPORT ON SABBATIH SCHOOLS,

-

The report on Sabhath
as follows :
Your Committee report that the

Schools was ealled for, read and adopted, and is

3 i v have abundant reasons to regret the in-
difference manifested on the part of the Churches to encourage

and carry

on this great enterprise in the ndvancement of the cause of morality in our

land, and would say to the Churches, if there is

not a different interest

manifested on their part, the Sabbath Schools must go down entirely, and

the children of the present agre will never learn
more entitled to the promises in the Bible, than an
not tell the difference between a Baptist Sabbath School

that the Baptist are any
¥ other people, or can-
and one of any

other name.  We find but three Schools mentioned in your letters; two of
them are in a declining eondition, and one a Union School.

. Respectfully’

Submitted,
J. J. GRANTHAM, Ch'n.

e —

REPORT ON DOCUMENTS.

Your Comwittee on Documents, present

hat the Charehes ut

the following report: ‘lst,

ims Rest and Ilickory Grove, ask for 'etters of

dismission from yonr , which we be ted. 24, Th
Churches at Friendshi m’d Cedar Pond eall for the lox‘t“:llio- of';ou:
body, to which we ca your attention.

+ Respectfully Submitied,

D. WILLIAMS, Ch'n,

e
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REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTER.

The Executive Committee, through their Chairman, made the following

j n?rt, which was adopted :

our Executive Committeo for West Plorida Assoclation, heg leave to re-
port that we have done nothing this year in the way of employing a Dc-
mestic Missiorary, from the fact of not having funds enough todo 80,
We have on hnﬂwz 80, and ask of the Association what disposition’ we
shall make of it. :
Respectfully Submitted,

J. C. COLLIER, Ch'n.

It was agreed, by this body, that the funds the l_lneutive, Committee
have on hand be t{med over to the Executive C?mmme of the General
Associgtion. ' 4

?

REPORT ON FINANCE.

The report of the Committee on Finance, was read and adopted, and is
% below : For Min. For Asso.
Sent up from Antioch, Calhoun Co., Fla., &1 50

“ W« Bethlehem, Jackson Co., * 185 %50

“ %« Cpmbellton ¢ @ 3 00 300

@ u " uOsllarPond, * w 8- 200

T “ Dl.lllmlll, “ & 120

“ &« Ebenezer, Geneva Co., Aln. 1.00 N

“ & & Friendship, Jackson Co., Fla. 20

“ # U Greenwood. % ¢ - 3 00

o "505(),,, Grove, Dale Co., Ala. 1 00

“ &+ Mt Pleasant, Jackson Co,, Fla. 100

@ &« Providence iy, s ; 13

“ o “ Pilgrim's M Hen Co., Ala. :

LU Pop!»::n Springs, Ju?hon Co., Fla. 1 00 200

“ow & Pleasant Level oy - 150 3

o 4 Orlnl' Hill, Washington Co., * 200 3%

“ & & Suyrna, Henry Co., Ala,, 150 ~ 150

“ ouow smh.:.im Co., Fla. 130,

ok Mg Oh'.’ Calhoun CD., " 200 100

o N 8
Minutes 31 10
b gk < assooiational purposes 11 50
Collections on Sunday % 40 .
Total %9 00
' W. I, HINSON, Oh'n
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TREASURER'S REPORT.
Treasurer's Report read and adop};d, and is as his report shows.
. r.
1871 J. A. CoLLiER, Treasurer, in act. with W. Fla. Association.
To amount due last SRR SN Sernpies B RSN .. ¥10 0
X On BADDALH . cos cvvvsoveone setonsssssstassassasssonssssssassrans a8 %
Recd. from Finance Commitlee. ..o overesrnresss cnsssssssssssascaccanas 56
- U M PIedes. coe coneanecssanisssraansssssestasssssnsnsrsssnnses 31 00
- % MWW ' ieescissanssesnshesasasces Lis hadnisssRassiossranses 25
Tl svsesiniane ESE Eranuies s i s bR ses s saplabeE s e anigsse oS ..5152 80
Cr.
amount pald Clerk...... Shh s el bus sps iR tRe s L) NS ib ¥ v nbvns nian $80
B" w L FOr MIDULES...coveesessnesasso snssanssssasannces soass .n
. “ to Balance........ S T, S A e T .. 92 80
BBEED . oo niennistoans bestriosanpssnstsse  Resses enasen SRR R ERRO e $152 &

Respectfully Submitted,
d J. C. COLLIER, Ch'n

.
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DECORUZM‘.

Art. 1. Those members who are regularly chosen by the Churchos in
our union shall compose the Association,

Art. 2. The members so chosen shall produce letters from their respec-
tive Churches certifying their appointment, together with their number in
fellowship, those baptised, received by letter, rextored, dismissed, excom-
municated and dead, since the last Association. Also, a statement of the
amount of fands sent up by the delegates, and for what purpose, and ary
other contribution, made during the year.

Art. 3. The members thus chosen and convened shall be denominated
the West Florida Baptist Association.

Art. 4. The Association shall have a Moderator and Clerk, who shall
be chosen by the members present.

Art. 5. is Association shall have no power to lord it over God's heri-
u:o nor by which she can infringe upon any of the internal rights of the
Churel : ;

Art. 6. If newly constituted Churches, or others, desire to be admit-
ted into this union, they shall petition by lelter and delegates, and if
found upon examination to be orthodox and orderly, shall be received by
the Association, and such reception shall be manifested by the Moderator's

in the the right hand of fel
B O th Ghurch. in this Assaciation shall bé entitled to two dele
gates until her number of members exceed . For every twenty-five
above that number she shall be allowed one delegate.

Art. 8. E mmznmmu?d the Churches in
this uniou shall and put to a vote by the Moderator, whether it
chllhd“ du?mhmq'gumu;‘muw
en if not, it thdrawn : prov. slways,
dm'&-um which affect the unioa of the Charcl.

9

Art. 9. Every motion made and seconded shall come under the observa-
tion of the Association, except it be withdrawn by the mewmber who made
it. The last motion shall be the first in order. :

Art. 10. Every person who speaks in debate shall rise from his seat
and address the Moderator, and shall not be interrapted while epeaking,
except he degn from the subject.

Art. 1. No penmq,_n!l speak more than three times on the same sub-
jeet, without 'Fcrmiuion rom the Association.

Art. 12. There shall be no talking or whispering in time ouf p blic

h, nor shall any reflection be cast upon the speaker.

Art. 13. No member shall absent himself from the Association without
leave of the body, and the Association is not considered closed until after
the farewell sermon is preached. :

Art. 14. If any member shall break the rules of this Constitution he
shall be immediately reproved by the Moderator. .

Art. 15, It is the business of the Association, 1st, to provide for the
general union of the Churches; 2d, to keep up a correspondence with As-
sociations of the same faith and order, that the chain of communication
may be preserved among the Churches ; 3d, to give the Churches the best
advice in matters of difficulty, and if the communion between any of the
sister Churches be broken, to inquire into the cause of the breach and use
the best means to remove the difficulty ; but if the breach cannot be made
up, to withdraw from any Church whom they shall look upon as unsound
in principle or disorderly in practice, until she be reclaimed ; 4th, to admit
any of the brethren in the ministry as assistants, if they;shlh deem it to be
necessary ; 5th, to appoint a Clerk to keep the records of every meeting of
the Association, and to see that he is properly remunerated for his uu?ou;
6th, to haye the Minutes read and corrected, it’ need be, before the Associa-
tion rises, and have them printed if they think proper ; 7th, to amend this

lan of government at any time when & majority of the Assodiation shall
m it necessary ; Sth, to adjourn to sny time and place considered most
proper.

B
“

ARTICLES OF FAITH OF THE WEST FLORIDA ASSOCIATION.

Article 1st. We believe in the existence of one only true and living God,
and that Ile has made Himself known to Ilis people, under the name of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, the sume in essence and equal in di-
vine perfection, Exodus, e.” xx, v. 3, lea, ¢. ix, 6—46; Matt. xxviii, 19;
Mark xii, 22: John i, I—4, and v. 23, and x, 30, 1, John, ¥. 7.

Art. 2d. We believe that the Seriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ments are_the Word of God, and tlnn?_mlo of faith and practice. 11
Sam. xxi, 2; st 105 11 Tim i, 1617 11 Poter o,

Art. 3d. We believ® in the doctrine of election, that God chose his
ple in Christ before the foundation of the world ; MMMN%
:dnd 'M.?:; b‘m by J a according the .;lnt-

option children by Jesus to
ure of His will. Matt. xx, -d’:dl

i 14 1 Pater, i, 2. .
™. dth. We believe in the dootrine of original sin. Gen. vh 57
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J. A. Colllier $10 00/D. A. Skipper st da: j 220 I G
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