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@iventicth Jonmal Session West Floriva Baptist Jssuciation.

MINUTES,

L. The congregation assembled in the hoase, and at the request
of Brother Howell, wiio was appointed last year, the Introductory
Sermou was preachel by Brother A..Van ous, from the 18th
chapier and 15th, 16.h aued 17¢h verses of the Gospel by Matthew :
“Morcover it thy Browter shall trespuss against thee, go and tell him
his fauit between thee and him along; it he shall Lear thee, thou
hast gaived thy Brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take
with thee ove or two more, that, in the moath of two or three wit-
nhesses, everly ward may be established. Aud if bo shall neglect to
bear 1hem, tli 1% to the Charen: but if he neglect to hear the
Church, let bim be unto thee as an heathen wan and a Pubican.”

IL Oae bour's intermission.

HI. After witcrmission and.refreshiment, the Delegates convened
in the iwuse, aud the Association«was organized by singing and
prayer.  Peayer by Brother J, M. Davis. 3

IV, "The leiters Trom the Chucches wers then handed in and read.

V. Eccted Brother W. B. Lacy, Moderator, and Brother Stephen
Rowe, Cleik. A

V1. luvited Ministers not of this Body to seats with us,

VIL Calied tor Petitionary Letters ~ from newly constituted
Churcties, and received u lettsr trom the Church at Smyroa, Ala.,
which  being fouud orthodox and orderly, was received into this
body. :

V)ill. Culled for Correspondence from Religious Bodies, and
reccived from the Judson Association, Brethren L, R. Sims, H.
Whiddon Ciawford, and J. M. Payner.

Froui the Newtou, (proposing Correspondence which was accepted,)
Bretoren, 1. J. Dowing aud —— Hollis,

From tue Bowen, Brother J. M. Davis,

From we Eufaula, Brother A, Van House,

IX. Ou wotwn Brother W. B, Lacy was recognized as Agent
for the Board ot Dywestic Missions at Marvion, Ala,

X. Appointed the following committecs (vamely ) :

On Preactiug J. Everstt, P, M, anxg'qnd B. Hioson with the

Delegation trow the C anpbéliton Chy

Ou Fiuance, 8. I, Borrum, A. Beves and James Godwin, k]
On Pubitcatious 8. M. Pyles, J. 8, Edberidge and W, Williams.
Ou Documeats, 8. Rowe, P, M. Fealey and W. A. Phillips, -
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On Sabbath Schools T, Barnes, J,
On Missions, W, M. Howell, A, Beves, W, DBranson,
On Nominations, J. C. Collier, J. A, Collier and T. D. Brown,
On State of the Churclies, S, M. P
On Decease of Ministers, S, Ro
Corresponding Letter, 8. Rowe,
XI. Appointed Correspondence as follows, viz:
To the Tuskegee—The Eufaula, S
bath in Serwmher; W. M. Howeil, W. B. Lacy.
The Salem—Brundage,
October,
The Judson—Shiloh, Saturday bofore the fi

ber; W. M. Howell, J. A, Collier, W, B. Lacy.
The Bethvl--.\lb:m_v

we, L D. Coonrod and L. Sewell.

» Saturday before the ‘first Sabbath in No-
vember; 8 M, Pyles,

The Florida—third
The Bowen— Satur.
Lacy, J. J. Grantham, 8, M. Pyles, 8. Rowe,
The Newton—Ebenczer, Saturday before the second Sablazh in
Octobér; D. A. Skipper, W, M. Howell, J. ). Grantham
XII. At the request of Brother Lucy
granted bim to vepresent the claims of the
on Salibath, on the subject of Domestic Mi
XIT. Agreed to meet in prive
XIV. Adjourned business 1o 9.
Prayer by the Moderator,

SABBATI, OCTOBER 28.

The Brethren Lacy and Sias preached in the order of their
DAMES to a large and attentive congregation, The Missionary Ser-
mon was preached fiom the Gospel Ly Mat:hew, 21s chaper aud
28th verse: “Son, go work 10 duy in my viseyard,”

Brother J. M. Davis preached at night,

The sum of $13 75 was collected for Domestic Missions.

MONDAY, OTI'OBER 29.

I. The Associntion met and 6 ned by singing aod pra r
l?r;{or by W. Williams, & . 5

The minates of the two past days were
}g Lf:::wed invitation to seats with us,
. wed eal! for correspoudence, and received from the Zioa
Brother William C, Avant, o

V. Appoiated correspoadence to the Zion, Brother J. C. Collier,

Sabbath in October; W, B. Lacy.

»_on motion hberty was
Domestic Mission Board
wions,

r to-morrow morning, 9 o’clock.
o'clock, Mouday morning.

read and approved,

J. Grantham anlJ, C.Coleman.
vies, W.M. HowellJ.J, Grantham,
aturday before the fourth Sab-

Saturday before the first Sabbath ia

rst Sabbath in Octo-

lay before second Sabbath in October ; W, B.

o

3

V1. Called for report of Executive Committee, which was read
J e e Appendix .'\.) ; \

n(\'?'l“lh)l()t: ’;noﬁ;: m?l:ﬂ‘ott w!as made to raise funds for the ﬁuppg:-t

of a \iimiumuy within our own bounds. Subscription payable

qunrl.o-rly. The amount raised not rlep(.)ru‘d. "

. Adopted the following resolution, namely : A .
}2::11-:1 ‘:'I'I::L we recommend the Churches 1o appoint a com
ittee of )"nung ladies to solicit contributions for missions,

Im]x The Treasuret’s Report was read and adopted (B.) i
X .On motion, continued the same brethren as Executwe. Jor:-
i‘tu:c that served last year, namely.: T, Barnes, Tre surer ; P L_

'(“‘ollicr ‘A J. Sims, William Sorey, J.B. Evereit and William P.

" The Mod rator was added, : !

“O)l{';' O'luh:m‘»ti(:nn‘, called for volunteess to the Florida Bapt.lstho‘l;-

vemi..;n when the fullowing brethren volunteercd, namely: W. M.
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ell, W. B, Lacy, and S, M. Pyles,

HO‘:;'".'HIH lltalrc::i on Pullicativns was read and adopted (C.)
;(Il'l The Report on Documents was read and adopted (D.) .
‘\IV' Appointed the next session of this bedy to be held mth

thc‘ ('h(m-l! at Greenwood, on Saturday belore the fourth Sabbat

wer, 1867, :

s ‘(():;otltjlt:-]l:a-wnrt on Sabhath Schools was read and ﬂO(:})t?d (E.)
XVI. The l:o:; ort on Nominations was read and adopte (F)'
‘XVIi Repoit on State of the Charches read and adopied (G.)
XVHI Report on Decease of Ministers re»;d ;n)ul adopted (11.)

Renort or Finance read and adopted (L. :

%{x'u]: ::.(:.'li()‘n: instructed the Clerk to Lave 400 copies ofolht;ae
mi‘nut;n printed and djstributed ; aud ordered that he have $20 for
his kervices, ‘ R v

onr's intermission, :
§§:|OX§F: intermission, lhe,ﬁl’:‘arewell Sermmlll v;as pret:c:eg.:.;
"Avant, aiter which a Liyfn was sung and the partin

gﬁ: e:nfl‘;::'\:r was madc, 'ilue Association was then adjourned

L] g - ; a : ]. .

to the time and place befure mentlon({v' B 2AGY ‘Modirstie,

Srepueny Rowe, Clerk.

CORRESPONDING LETTER,

7 tist Association to the sister Anomtmm
e T::;l ﬁt’:‘kd‘:&f :‘:r:"c‘apondc sends Christian salutation :

prarex : Throngh the dis tions of a kind Provi-
du?qu‘ion;:au bo:a.jqciind to bdld our Twentieth Av: nal Ses-
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sion. Our Churches were as well represented as common, yet we
bave to lament the great Inkewarmness manifested in the returus of
our Churches. Great destitution snd coldness prevail anorg us,
and few additions have been made to the Churches during the past
vear. We are favored with the presence of a few, though few, of
our beloved brethren from your bodies, May God bless them and

you, and may he sanctify their labors of love to 1he promotion of .

the interests of the Redeemer's Kingdom. Aud, brethren, pray for
us, and still continue your kind correspondence ; and may [eaven's
blessings restupon you, is our prayer for the Redeemer's sake.
Our next session will be held with the Church at Greenwood, on
Saturday before the fourth Sabbath in October, 1867.
W. B. LACY, Moderator.
Sreruey Rowe, Clerk.

— ~ ~—

ARTICLES OF FAITH OF 'l‘ﬂla‘ WEST FLORIDA
BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

Arr. 1. We believe in the existence of cne only true and living
God, and that He has made himself known to his people, under the
vame of the Father. the Son, and the Holy Ghost, the eame in
essence, and equal in divine perfection. Exodus 20, 31 Isn. 9, 6
and 46 ; Matt, 28,19; Mark 12, 32; Jobn 1,143 and 5, 23 and
10,30; 1 John 5, 7.

Arr. 2. We believe the Scriptures of ibe O1d and New Testa-
ment are the words of God, and the only rule of fwith and practice.
2 Sam. 23,23 Acts 1, 16; 2 Tim. 3, 16, 17; 2 Pet. 1. 21

Arr. 3. We believe in the doetrine of election that God chose
bis peotl: in Christ before the foundation of the world; that they
should be holy and witkout blame before him in love; having pre=
destinated them to the adoption of childien, by Jesus Christ, ac
cording to the good pleasure of his will. Matt. 20, 10 and 24, 323
John 13, 18 and 15, 16—19; Acts 13, 48] Rom. 8, 28, 29 and 9,

10—16 and 11, 5; Epb, 1,4, 11; 1 Thess. 1, 4; 2 Thess, 2, 135
1 Pet. 1, 2.

Art. 4. We believe in the dectrine of original sin, Gen. 6, 5;
Ps.5, 9; Eccl. 8, 11; Rom. 8, 20 and 7, 18 and 8, 8; 1Cor. 2, 14;
2 Cor. 5, 14; Eph. 2, 1—3; Col. 2, 13,

Axrr. 5. We Lelieve in man’s impotency to recover himself from
. the fallen state he i in by nature, by his own will and ability. Joba

6, 44, 45; Rom. 11, 6; Eph. 2, 8, 9. :

Arr. 8. We believe sinners are justified in the sight of God only

by the impated 1ighteousness of Christ. Tsa. 57,8; Acts 4,11,

" 12; Rom. 3, 21—%6 and 5, 6,8, 9, 10, 11,21,

5

Art. 7. We balieve that God’s elect shall be
; calledpr
:}?: n;n{::;ﬁuilzby the Hely Ghost, John 6, 63 and l.ﬂmnelr:"'d l.
{ ‘ s ; . ¢ g # A . v ' ",
i 2 Cor. 1, 10—-12; Eph.2,1—10; 2 Tim. 1, 9;
Awr. 8. Wa believe that nathing can separa i
¥ L : te the t
from the love of God; but that they will p;e kept by l;llll“ebeh:e':?f
God throuzh Ifmh unto salvation. John 6, 37; 10, 28—80; 13
1;A17. 23 Phil. 1,6 Heb.6, 17, 183 1 Pet LA 3
RT. 9. We belicve that baptism and the Lt;rtl"l éu i
1 . . r 7
nancee of Jesus Chirist; that trne believers are the on‘;;‘m::i:cot:d;f
:I;esehtl)rd&nam--s. ran: that immersion only is baptism. Matt 3 5
3y Mak 1, 55 Luke 3,75 Acts 2, 38 =42 ; 3 3 Rom- . 5.
B4 Col.2,12; 1 Per. 3, 21; Acts 18, 8 S stinbosbimmnin
rr. 10. We balieve in the rcnurrecli:)n.of the dead :
eral judgment. Job 19, 26,27 ; Dan. 12, 2 : uul.e;3' 'l';‘"..ﬁ::;
12, 24—27; 1 Cor. 15 clp 2 Cor. 5, 10, i
Agrr. 11. We believe that the punishment of the wicked will be
overlaelt."n_-:. and U e joys of the righteous will be eternal. Matt. 25
46; 2 Thess. 1.9 Dan, 12, 2; Mark 9, 43, 44; Luke 3, 17: 16,
26; Johu 3,363 2 Th. 1, 7—9; Rev. 14, 9—11 R iy
Art. 12, We believe that no minister l':u a r" ini
12, : ight t
the_o.r\lumu_-;«s, unless he is eallad of ,God, and corTl:a ur?d’::ul)lll?a“itr:f
position uf hands by a bresbytery, and is in fellowship in the
church of which he*is a member, Tsa. 52, 6; Mal, 2, 7 Acts 14
’ . Ll

23; Rom. 12,6,7; 1Cor, 1,1; 2 Cor. 5 s U - i
L 1.2; Yo 4, 11137 or. 5, 18; Col. 4,17; 1 Tun_.

DECORUM,

1. Every query sent up to the -Associati i
- T -Association, by any Chnreh
!hli union, shill be read, and put to ote by the Mo{lcrn{or, :l:lh:::
;::hallgl be debated or not, and if there be a majority for'it, it shall
protv?dg; nlp and lln\‘e tilgme'l!e; ilim il not, it shall be withdrawn,

always that thos consi i
4 gl 10se rat considered that affect the union
":i!(.ml:.v:r.\l- mwt»ign.m’de and scconded shall come under the obeer-
- m:li: ::J Asgociation, except it be withdrawn by the member

3. Every person who speuks in debate shall ri i
all rise from his seat

:icll::‘u ltllw J\lmlel‘nlOr‘ uid shall not be iuterrupted wluilo‘sp.::h::t
hnguagc? epart from the subject in_debale, or use indecorous

4. No person shal) speak :
subject, without 1.2?.}.,'3?'“.."':.,‘5;1:“ three times vpon the sawe
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5. No member shall abruptly break off or absent himself withous 8. On Sabbath Schools, '
Yaare of the body ; und if he so docs, be shall be murked as an 8. Ou the Propagatson of the Gospel. ’
absentce. » ‘ g 7. On Nunninatious,

8. The names of the members of the Association shall be en- . | 8. On Deceass of Ministers,
rolied by the Cleik, and called over as often-as the body may require. 3 9. On the State of the Charches.

7. The Moderator shull be entitled to the same privilege of 10. Write the Corresponiling Leuter.
speaking as any other member, provided the chair be filled ; Lut be 11. Appoint Correspondence,
shall not vote except the body be equally divided, Second day vpen as before,

8. It shull be the duty of the Moderstor to see that these rules 1. Read Minutes ol previous meeting.
are strictly observed by the body. 2. Call the Roli,

9. Tt shall'be the dury of the Clerk to keep a regular record of 3. Renew invitation to seats,
" the proceedings of the l'ody' ; 4. Renew cnll for Um'rﬂplnulence.
10. The miunfes of the Association shall be read, and "gﬂﬁd b, 5. Attend to unfinished business,
the Moderator and Clerk before tire body rises. 8. Call for Report of Exsentive Committee,
LL. Amendments mny be mude to this form of government by 7. Call for Treasurers Report. 4
two-thirds of the wcembers in session. ; 8. Elect Executive Commitiee and Delegates to Convention.
: 9. Appoint any other Committees requ rad.
10. Call for Reports of Committees in vrder.

THE NAMES OF ORDAINED MINISTERS, WITH 1. M‘J’"i"l the semt Amoviation,
THEIR POKT-OFPICI’ ADDRESS, 12. Ocder number of Minutes, aud pay of Clerk.
13. Miscellaneous husiness, :
Joshna Mercer, Orange Hill; W. B. Lacy, Greenwood ; » 14. Read Letter of Currespondence and. Minutes..
W. M. lowell, Waoodyille (0. Pond); Stephen Rowe, Chattahoochee : S Fnle'wl-ll Sermon,
4. .J Grantham, Chattshoochee;  Willism Borrum, Bartow ; B 16. Parting hand.
Green Hansfield, Grecowood ; Wesley Wi'liams, Open Pend ; 17, Adjourn.
Odow, Veroon; Dauniel Skipper, Bay Spring. -
DN REPORTS.
APPENDIX. A (A)
STANDING ORDER OF BUSINESS, ! The Execative Committee report, that
\ Having 0o funds npon which to operate, they bave beld no regu-
- After the Introductory Sermen, the Association will convene sod . lar meetings durng the year, and done nothing on the subject of
be opencd. with singing aud prayer; then, missions. The Missionary Muss Mecting appotnted by your Lody
L. Read letters, ; : : 10 be held at Greehwood, resulted in but little to furiher the cause
2. Elect Moderator and Clerk, : of missions, which is.of such vital imporfance to us at this time.
3. lovite visiting brethrey 1o seats with us, ‘ Your Committec deeply regret the fuilare to accomplish anyihing
4. Call for and read I'eiitionary Letters, in this work, and woull must earnestly recommena to your body te
6. Call for Correspondence, y make an etfort at (his session to employ a missionary to vel
6. Appoint Committees, within the bounds of your body. In view of the depressed state of
1. On Preaching, uud hear their teport, our finances, and our inabJity 1o sustaiy 8 missionary from our owa
2. On Fion..ce. resources, your Committee woull recommend aoo-op.orulon with
3. On Publications. cur Domestic Mission Board, at Marion, as the most available weans .
4. On Documeuts, W procure uid in this our time of need,
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Your Committee encouraged Brother Howell to comiinne his
pastoral libors at Damascus, promising, bim such aid as might be in
their power.  As comparatively nothing has been done to aid him
during the last two years for said service, your Commirtee recom-
mend that an effort be now made to.aid him 1or services rendered
that church,

Respecifully subumitted, W. B. LACY, Chairman.

(B)

Thomas Baruen, Treasurer, in Account with West Florida Baptist

Atlanta, Georgin, We urge the bretliren to take and read the
Index, Tt comes at &5 a yenr. Also a neat little paper, entitled
“Xind Words to Children,” published in Greenville, 8, C., 4t 8 cents
per copy, by the dozen § designed for clildren; a very intciesting

9

sheet, We are much gratified to learn that our loved and esteemed
Brother J. R, Graves is about to re-commence the pui\limtion of
the Tennessee Baptist, in the city of Mcmphis. We pray for his
success, and recommend the brethien to give assistance 10 one so

true and sacrificing as has been Brother Graves. Finally, brethr'en'
above ali, read the vible, God's book, ;

Respectfully submitted. 8. M. PYLES, Chairman.

(D)

Your Committee on Documents beg leave to report, that

Association, Es ok The Church at Greenwowd petitions for the next Association, and
i that the Church at Piiman’s Creek asks tor help to support her
1865. " DR. ] A il i pastor, and also asks for a letter of diswission to join the Newton
Oct. 28—To cash received of committee on Finance, .... §54 81 ' ¥ Association,  All of which s respectiully submitiec,
Nov.22--Received of G. “:lllbﬁcm, Asnocin!iomnl purpeses 1 00 bTEI’UEN RO\VE, Chi\il‘ﬂlln.
1866. f 4 .
* Feb.23--Received of Win. Lacy, Associational purposes,. 5 00 (E)
Feb. 27— Received of 8, M, Piles, Associational purposes.. 1 00 .
Apl. 29--To eash colleeted (Hfih Sadbath) at a Missionaty Your Committee on Sabhath Schools beg leave to report, that
Mass Meeting, he'd with church at Greenwood. 17 856 From the returns of the Churches, and other information, we find
Oct. 20--To cash received of committee on Finance...... 48 75 that t ere are only fuur Sabhath Schools it operation in the bounds
i S —— | of our Association: ane at Providence, one at Apnlachicola, one at
$128 41 Sandy Creck, and one at Rehobath,  In view of this highly impdr-
1865. CR. : tant enterprise, we would again say to our bretlnen that notwith-
Nov. 22-=By eash.paid Stephen Rowe, Clerk, his fee,.... $20 00 standing the many embarressing difficnities “eonnected .with this
Nov, 22—By cash paid in purt for printing minutes, 1865. 30 00 subject, we shoull not be discouraged, bt endeavor to persevere till
1866. those difficulties shall give way and schools be establishied throungh
Mar, 24—y cash paid in part for printing minutes, 1865. 10 00 out our bounds, Respectfully submitted. ;
Oct. 29—DBy amouut 10 balance. . ovvvesvinnsionnane.. 68 41 T. BARNES, Chairman.
} $128 41 (F)aun
Oct. 20—DBalance due the Association...... ....868 41 .
THOMAS BARNES, Tieasurer. The Committea on Nominations beg leaye to report, that
We nominnte Brother Grantham to preach the Introdustory Ser-
(€) mon, and Brother Rowe his alternate ; Brother Howell the Mis
s ' sionury S-rmon, and Brother Williams his alternate, Al of which
Your Committea on Publications report, that | is respectfully submitted. J. C. COLLIER, Clairman.
There are but few refizious prriodieals now in cirenlation worthy | .
of your consideration and perusal.  Our loved “Banner” hias fallen. 3 (G)
The Christian Index still waves ; is now published by J. J, Toon, in 1

Your Committea on the S:ate of the Churches report :

1. That from all the information farnished, there has been about
76 adied to the churches by Laptism ; that the deaths, dismissions
and cxclusions are probably very near equal 1o the number added ;

1
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henee vour number stands about as last vear. This fact calls for se-
rious praver and zeslous efforts on the part of winisters and membera.

2. That there are four or five of vour churches entirely destitute
of preaching, and only three buving preaching as ofien as twice
per month, ;

3. There are fire Subbath Schools reported : one at Apalachico-
la, in a verv flourishing condition ; one at Sandy Cie k, one at Re-
hoboth, one at Providence, and one at flolm&” Vallev, These, we
trust, are indications for good. Upon the whole, we lament the ne-
cessity of reporting quite a gloomy smte of uffair«; and yet it is
geod 1o know that all are at peace interna'ly, and with each other.

Respectfully submitted. S. M. PYLES, Chairman.
()

Your Committee on the Decease of Ministers beg leave to report :-

1t is with heartfelt sorrow that we aunounce the deah of our
beloved Brother Benard, of Apslachicola. Brotiier Benand, whose
vama in Spanish is said to be Lopace, was a colored man, and of
Bpanish origin, Tle bad long been loeated st Apalachicola, and
may be tiuly said to bave been the pillar of the Baptist cause in
that place, e was aman of sound judgment and of nnwavering
and undoubted chiristian piety.  He was ever active in every impor-
tant enterpriss conneeted wita the cause of religion,  1le had been
spenking in public more or less for muny. years, and hal recently
heen orda‘ned to the office of the minisiry. But God in bis all-wise
Providence, thought fit to ¢a | him from his labors on earth, to a
more lofty and glovious station in beaven, where the wicked cease
from troubling, and the weary are at rest. Iu view of this afflicting
dispensation of a kind Providence, we would 1ecommend the fole
lowing resolations, naipely

Resolved, That in the death of Brother Benard, the Blpﬁlt
cause in A palachicola has sustained a heavy loss,

Resolved, That while wa regret the loss of our beloved brother,
we would v ith meckness bow o the dispensaiion of our Heavenly
Fatber, and say, “Thy will, O God, Le doug.”

STEPUERROWE, Cbairman.

(. \

Your Committse on Finince beg leave to report as follows:
AMOUNT SENT UP BY THE CHURCHES,

For Minutes, Assoc’n Purp
Gmn'o‘ld Chl"‘ch........ se0B s enan® ‘3 00---.-.00‘1 0.

cmyb‘n‘onolvu_---O.'n--n,-.-ooll!!lla 2 00:'..-.'.

Al
Daumcul.' 1 60 i :g
BIBII R - o s  C R
B . & 4 e e
Prxvidenze..g:‘......... ARl BRI T B

Antioch....... RIS RS TP RN o ST T
Poebarren, ....ccs coos sosssssssnssss 1 00igecncns
Holmes Valley..ooovivienernennnnnanns sereanes
Orange Hill. . .oovie veinaniiiiiiaiians 90.c0000es
Friendship.....ocviiie vonn vnne yunenn Wi Covvias
ey T T e i et e B e R
Raboloth. ;... cqcoonvvovs e VKRR e 5 AN :
Bandy Creek. ... .. L5 v o b e Y g o WES 1 PP
BmOFrDs. . ..oocnieieiiiainitciienanaas 200........
Apalachicola. . .....viiiiiiniiiiiiiins 100........

$28 35 l:g ;g
Orange Hill, for missionary purposes....... SREB R
Am:gl:t total for minum...p. ................. §28 35
Amount total for Association purposes. ......... 18 40
Amount total for mi-sionary purposes. .. ........ 2 00 :
Received on Sabbath for Domestic Missious. ... 13 95—862 70

“
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