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MINUTES

OF THE WEST FLORIDA BAPTIST ASSOCIATION,

GO s e e o sain o amean o am
UNION ACADEMY CHURCH, }
Jack=ox Couxnty, WEST FLoRIDA, October 21s¢, 1854.

The Association convened according to appointed at 11
o'clock, A. M. * ’

The IxtRopvcrory SErMoN was delivered by Elder R.
Wess, from Luke 7:22— To the poor the Gospel as preached.”

After an intermission of about one hour the delegates
from the Churches asseimbled ; and thé exercises were opened
by singing a hymn and Elder B. 8. Fuller lead in prayer.

The former Moderator, Elder Joshua Mercer condueted the
business of the body. The former Clerk not present, James
Drummond was appointed Clerk pro tem.

The LETTERS FRoM THE CurclEs were read.  All appeared
to be in the enjoyment ot peace and harmony. and to hope for
wore abundant blessings of Grace hereafter.

The following officers were then duly elected :

Josuva Mercer, of Orangd Hill, Moderator.
James DroMvoyp, of Jackzen county, Clerk,
WiLriay Sorey, of Jackson county, Treasurer.

An opportunity was offered for Churchgs desiring member-
shin with us to present their applications.

The Rockey: Creex Cuurch, Hgury county, Ala., pre-
sented an application and was received.

Visiting Ministers who were present were invited to scats
in the Association with the usuu{ privileges.

. COMMITTEES APPOINTED.
The regular Standing Committees were appointed by the
Moderator, as follows :
On Preaching.—D. P. Everett, A. J. Barksdale, G. W.
Underwood,” C. Hartsfield. T. Barnes, Wm. Sorey, R. Wek»b.
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On the A rrangement

Sy iy of Business.—R. Webb, M. B. Everctt.

On Documents.—T.. Barnes, C. H: > W
On Publications.— (. Hartsfield, Il';lrlf:ﬁ;i];‘r i
On Nominations, W, Sorey, W. Bell .
On Deceased Ministers.—D). P. E ,
On Finance.— (., Hartsfie]d.

On Missions.—D. P. Everett, W.
On Letters of Correspondence. -

Harral,

Correspohdence from sistep

A. Lanier,

W. Bovkin, A. Miller.
“R. Webb, D, P, Everett, W

Associations were called for.
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
goRl?:;ei"e«tll the\ following brethre
s trom the Associations whi
The Florida.— Elders B. S.hll'?lfll ltol:‘egn!(‘
The Salem.—Elders W. B,
The Bethel.—J. Martin.

The Tuskegee.—Elders A. Van Hoos 2
A Y 1' . se nnd L. l‘. I‘: b
m;bsol?'d, 'lh?.t we receive and recognise Elder l\u ;;:\k;z
mcs?iz’ \E?L:iol;ll;;o BalrrenuAss%clir;tion, ais agent for the Do-
. Mis: ard.  Also, Elder A, Nan | 5, T -
gc‘x i}iftnt; fufr the IEnsOt Alabama l*‘emalc| C:)\llle [‘(:o it
. A Letter from the Orange Hill Sabbath Scheol Mjssi
!;)ocu;(tiy was reccived with $11, signed by Sarzl? M.I;Js:'(()-:g:f“
S ent; Mary E. Horne, Secretary ; ‘Bencote A Everett,
rﬁ%r::nizd referred t:n the Committee on Documents, .
El% e{:] y Codvt.o 9 chock Monday morning. Prayer by
he services were condneted at th
e
Weston at 2 o’clock P. M. and by Eldel's %

Sz\wBBATll EXERCISES,

Ocroser 22nd, 1854.
K. Hawthorn, E, Cody,
order of their names to a

epresent, viz :
L 1 3. C. Craft.
Weston W. M. Davis.

d by Elder B. M.
ft at night.

Elders D. Giddens, B. 8, Fulle
and L. T. Eubanks, pretiched in the
::rget and a:jt:entivc congregation, ar
teresting subjects, will tell
in the bounds of th p it Lo

Mox bl
The Association cc?r:v:-n‘gg.n NING, 9 o’clock, October 234,

Prayer by Elder K. H
The report of t} i S K - Hawthorn,
o e e gt 4 L o L
Ived a Letter f; g
cola with $20 for Hom :Ob;l' :::ngolqred Church at Apalachi-

Resol :
Docum:;‘:'a. That the Letter be referred to the Committee on

Elder K. thnqﬁ, agent for the Dowmestic Mission Boar P

s B.‘)}'kfn.
kley, T. Mcreer.

verett, G. W. Underwood.

n as corresponding messen-
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Marion, Ala., made some remarks, after which a collection
was taken amounting to $25. " ‘

Elder A. VAN Hoose made some remarks on the Female
Baptist College at Tuskegee, Ala. :

Reso'ved. That we-are emphatically a Missionary body and
that while our interest and duty are particularly involved in
the sapport of the Domestic Mission Board at Marion, Ala.,
we will do all we can to aid the other boards in their benevo-
lent operations, :

Reso'ved, That from every point of view we recard the
East A'abama Female College, at Tuskegee, Ala., as havinyz
claims of patronage upon us superior to any other knowu In-
gtitution in our country. ‘ 3

Called for the report of the Committee on Missions which
was read and adopted.  |See Report .| Y

MESSENGERS APPOINTED.

Messengers to Sister Associations were appointed as fol-
lows : ~

To the Tuskrcee, T. Barnes, M. B. Everett, . Hartsfield,
G. W. Underwood, R. Webb, tobe held Friday before the
third Sabbath in Septembor, 1855, at Union Springs, Macon
county, Ala. i

To the Satew, R. Webb, D. P. Everett, J. Mercer, to be
held with the Orion Church, Pike county, Ala.. Saturday be-
fore the first Sabbath in Oetober, 1855.

To the Froripa, J. Mereer. M. B. Everett, R. Webb, G.
W. Underwood, D. P. Everett, A.J. Tippins, to be held at
Concord Charch, Madison county, Florida, third Lord’s day
in November, 1854
B To the Berner, Geo., R. Webb, J. Mercer, D. P. Everett,
to be held at Hebron Church, Lee comnty, Geo., Friday be-
fore the first Sabbath in November, 1854, .

To the Jupsox, J. Mercer, D. P, Everett. R. Webb, A. M,
Miller, to be held at Antioch Church, Dule county, Ala.,
Saturday before the third Sabbath in October. 1855.

Resolved, That we board a daughter of Elder 8, Rowe, at
Tuskegee, Ala., for the purpesc of instruction in the Female
College, and a committee of three to be appointed to raise
the necessary funds, .

The brethren, D. P. Everett, M. B. Everett, and G. W,
Woodward, committee. SR

The following were elected as the Educative Committee for
the next Associational year: C. Hartsfield, T. Barnes, W.
Sorey, D. P. Everett, M. B. Everett.

On motion adjourned to hulf past 2 o'clock. Trayq by
Elder W. B. Weston.
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A
‘ 2 1-20'Crock, P. M
The Association eonvened. P der 8. C. ©
! ocis 5 - Prayer by Elder S, . ¢
; Calied for the husiness Committee on Doecuments— o
read and adopted. [ See Appendix B.] s
: QUERIES,
ook up the query from Sardi 'ch relati
annual election of Pastors. L. ey
Resolved, That we do not believe
not practicable,
Took up the query from Unic
| m Acal g ¢ i
gurd to non-aflilinting Baptists, 195 o teinn
In answer jo the ahove ¢ y i i
n i ahove query, we believe it to be
::; du;. zry l(iiaptlst L«L: Join some Church of like fuiﬂnb:n:lhgtgl:try
gard a member as acting improperly who, wi i
cause, holds a Letter while ¢ 34 rpealh e, s
o ey onvenicut to a regular orderly

Resolved, That the re ‘
» A hat the request from the Salem (
fered to the Executive Committee. m‘( iyt

The next Association will
| Xt Assc convene at Orance Hipy, ¢
on'ﬁatm:day before the fourth Sabbath in Octoberullt&i'(:":‘ .
1e Committee on Deceased Ministers prescnte;l the. ;)bitu-

ar Of Eldi 2 I
rc{;o i ler HermoN MErcER, and adopted the same.  See

Resolved, That we ado ion i

: , Ths pt the resolution in the Flor

.tll“ Ab}wclatmn regarding a State Convention :;O?.gz:?f P;

Mlzien:’.g’n:n; BA:;I: ﬂ'\ State  CoNvestiox, and that'tre
ssengers from this Associati - ‘i

e soclation co-operate with that body
On motion adjourned to 9 o i

l’r’u‘ycr by Bro. Urderwood. s Ok Tty orming.
I'he services were conducted by Elder K. Hawihorn at 11

o'clock, A. M.. by Elder I . e
Elder Cody at night. der Fuller at 2 o'clock; P. M., and by

it scriptural, consequently

.

Trespay Morxive, 9 o’clock, Oct, 24th 1854

Met according to appoi
et according to appointment.  Prayer | ov
2‘.‘1!!:“.: :.]lu roil and noted absentees. i St e g
‘alled for the report of committee o
lled | ol n the Letter
Cnluu.-.‘] Uhurch at Apalachicola, which was read anr(llm':l =
ed.  [See Report (] ' o
Called for the repor ) i :
: port of the Committee Nominati
w!x(Jl'c!;lwlas;‘ read and adopted, [Soccho:t l;m Ahfcpoing
alled for the report of Commit inaf i
ren(‘l and adopted. p[r'ce Report'grﬁoe xpise o A '
Calied for the report of Committes on P

was read and adopted,. |Ree Report F.] Shliestions, which

T

The report of the Execative Committee was read and
adopted. [Sco Report G.] 5 % gy

The report of Elder J. Mercer. agent for the West Flovi-
da Association, was read and adépted. |See ReportH.]

Resolved, That Bro. Mercer receive $50 ior his services,

The Corvesponding Letter was read and adopted,

Resolved, That the Executive Committee pay Bro. Thorn-
ton for the time he has labored with us.

The report of the Treasurer was read and adopted.  [Sce
Report L.} g

At the instanee of Elder K. Hawthorn,

Resolved, That the Executive Comurittee be instructed to
make reports of all their Missionary operations annually to
the D. M. B. 8. B. C., in view of forming a Lasis of repre-
gentation in the Convention.

Whereas, information has é’:et been received by this body
throu;‘;h The South Western f“"’ that the Baptist Literary
and Theological Institution, Howarp CoLLEGE, gituated at
Marion in our sister State Alabama, has lately been destroyed

by fire, together with all its Libraries and Apparatus, amount-
ing in value to $20,000 or more. Therefore,

Resolved, That we most deeply sympathise with ovr breth-
ren of Alabama, in this great denominational loss which can-
not fail to wound the educational cause among the Baptists of
that State.

On motion adjourned to half past 2 o’clock. Prayer by

Bro. Eubanks.
Elder A. Van Hoose preached in the House at 11 o’clock.

21-2 0’Crock, P. M.

The Association met. Prayer by Bro. Hawthorn.
Appointed Delegates to the Southern Baptist Convention
at Montgowery, Ala., Elders J, Mercer, D.P. Everett, R.
Webb. ’ ‘
Resolved, That we renew our Union Meetings at Econfina,
fifth Sabbath i May. W. Distrect.
Rocky Creek.—Second Sabbath after the fifth.
Resolved, That the Book Concern be pluced in the hands of
the Executive Committegand they be authorized to increase it. .
The Committee on Nominations repoit that Elder D: P,
Evererr preach the next Intreductory Scrmon. Elder R.
Wees, to preach the Missionary Scrmon.
The following resolutions closed the business,
Resolved, That the Clerk have 500 copies of the Minutes
printed at Tuskegee, Ala., and have $20 for hissery ices,
The following resolution was introduced by Elder D. P.
Sverett :
Resolved, Thst the thanks of this Lody -are due and are

.
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hereby tendered to the Church and i
y comnunity fi
and hospn!.able manner in which the presonty B:!)sl.si(:::oo?n i
¥ has been accommodated, "

A hymn was sung, the parting hand extended and God’s

blessings invoked.
JOSHUA MERC
JaMes DrudMosp, Clerk. LA “L.R('ER, Moderator.

CORRESPONDING LETTER.

Ture Wesr Frorma B '
due We ORTDA BAPTIST ASSOCIATION TO A
WHOM HE CORRESPONDS : I
Dear Brethrcn —By thedivine favor we have been permitted
t to hold our eighth Annual Session, which has been a ver
pleasant, harmonions and busy one.  We have had the plea’.'

rure of meeting more of our visiting b
‘ o § rethren :
vour bodies have all been ably replgesenwd -fo:h:vlili::u:}',
sincerely thank you. We trust that thmugh' the blessi o?‘
God, good has been accowplished by their kibors amozgsua
by their pres:

our hearts and hands have been strenghtengé
ren we are a feeble band,

i ﬁnc? and lcounsols. You know breth
aving a large and thinly settled field to operate i
: A ei
few laborers ; but we trust in an Almight arm.n' 'f':gtl?‘;:
mighty and will prevail, and our cause is éod’s and trath
Hoping that you will still continue to favor us as you have
done this year, we remain, dear bre s

: ) thren, - i
aud grateful fellow laborer’s in the wo::i"df ya::}rlzfryhonate

o .. JOSHUA MERCER, Modetor.

o e =

APPEADIN
REPORT A.
On Missions,

The Missionary enterprise is not of modern origia. It is coeval with
our holy Christianity. It hus Jesus Christ for its founder ; and the com-
mission, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel unto every crea-
ture,” together with the teachings and practice of the Apostles, and their
successors constitate our authority for endeavoring in this way to promote
the Redeemer’s kingdom in the world.  Your committee are well aware
that some regard the sending out of Judson und others, as Missionaries to |
Burmah, as the commencement of this great evtorprise.  Thus you will hear
them saying in a boastful spirit, that the Missionary Baptists are of modern
origin—that they are ouly some forty years old. and that they belong to the
old, Primitive Baptist order. 4

Your committee commend such to your compassion, rather than your
contempt. They know not whereof they affirm. 1t shows & supreme igno~
rance of both the Bible and history of the u}cu-nn-.u‘:l.ion to which they belong-
They are wholly ignorant that our br:thren in Engiand, from whom we
sprung were actively engaged in Missioaary operations long before this time.

Your committee cannot forbear introduciag some items of histoxy upon
this subject. More than two handred vears weo, we find cur brethn-n.in
Eogland assembled in a large Association at Avermaveny. On the third
day of their scssion they uﬁanimousl) pazsed the following resolution’: E

“ Resolved, That by sending ont ar| supporting Missionaries, as we did
before the days of our persccution, wo wil recvive the ncient order of
things.”

Mark the language of this resoluti + hey were just emerging from a
long and painful persecution, and in 1 vesulution they deelare whnt‘lu :
their practice before their persecution and declare also that that practice
was the ancient order of things in the church ‘This'was to be Missionaries
both in theory and practice ; it was 1o =ad our and support Missionaries
‘to preach to the destitute. Our bretifo then in England, from who.- we
sprang, and before we had an - exist: ¢ Lmeriea, were Missionaries in
the fullest sense of that word.

The Philadelphia, Charleston and 1507 sasociation of Virginia were
the fiest organized Associations in Auweri o These retaived and perpetua-
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ted this peculiar feature jof their ancestors.  These in their town sent out
and supported Missionaries to preach to the destitute. These appointed
days, preached sermons on the subject of Missions and took up collections
fol: the support of Missions, and then sent out agents to collect fands to sus-
L.ufn those who were sent to the destitate.  Thas we, the regular, the A iws-
-tnhc. Baptists of the United States are still doing ; we still possess the fam-
ily lfkcnc« in this, as in other respeets ;- we are still sending out and su
porting Missionaries, as was the ancient order of things in the church E
'\\ here, then, your committee would ask, are the first traces of anteism '—-

l‘hey are liﬂl found in the New Testament, nor are they found in church
h:s.tory. Where, then, where? and the echo answers where ? We find not
A single trace of them ugtil we come to Joshua Lawrence, of North Caroliua
less than a balf century ago. What! the old, the Primitive Baptists not'
more than fifty years old? Tt is even so. Nay, we will take that back.—
'I'boy.a.rc us old as the christian era ; but the secret is this : The old ;be

Primitive Baptists are those who are mow called the Missionary Bap!uda.
::: :?t those 'h:; ba.ve ubandtznt?l the faith once deliveréd to the saints,
. isregarded the very commission under which they profess to be operat-

1‘1:11;:“]: for the antiquity of Missions.
present our Missionary -operations are conducted prinet
three_Bomls. : our Board of Forgign Missions is located at Rli:l.::grdn{'?
l':ld‘l'lﬂ. for its field at present, Chiva and Africa. Our Indian Miuio;
Aol:d is located at Louisville, K y.~and Domestic Mission Board at Marion
These Boards are all more or less embarrassed for want of funds,
ufnl.your committee feel that they cannot too strongly urge upon this Aun'
ciation to do all that it can in sustaining these Boards in their benevole
and praiseworthy efforts to send the gospel to the destifute. i
D.P. EVE YI'T, Chairman.
REPORT B,
On Documents.

: W-e find in the letter from Sardis Church, a query, relating to the annual
election of .l"ust.ors. And oung-from Union Academy Chureh, with nl:::l
to nonaﬁlmtmg Baptists. There is a request from the s-lel;: Church f
aid 1o sustain Pastoral care over them ; and a request from the O B("r
;‘:n::x}tlwt the pext Association be held with them. The sul:":qgteol llal

mm . - . » Y
oo ey :::n thailelnt:l‘::ll.lyf.o in the Florida Minutes, we think demands the
With'ngnd to the letter from the Orange ITill Sabbath School Mission
ary Bociety, specially referred 10 us, we respectfully subimit the followirs .
Resolved:; .'l‘lut we heartily thank that Society for this contribuli«mngl;ld
commend their noble example as worthy the imitation of all our chupchn.
THOMAS BARNES, Chairman.

- _ REPORT C,
committee to whom was referred the rerrEr from the
bers of the A pduhiool:,ghlrch, respectfully submit the lollo:(i):;md 0
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Keport : We do not regard the colored portion of the Church formally a
branch, but only as constituting a part of the Apalachicola Church; yet
ewing to their great disproportion of members and means, and in view of
the inteliigence and piety they manifest, we approve of their huhiing'svpa-
rate conferences and transacting such business as belongs peculiarly to them-
sclves, yet always under the supervision of the white Lretbren, one of whom
should act as Moderator. We would also advise that the colored portion
of the church kecp a separate account of all their benevolent contribusions
which with the amount they send up.to the Association, may be stated in
their regular church letier, or be presented through some white brother,
whom they may choose, that the result of their cffrts may appear in our
Minutes.

THOMAS BARNES, Chairman.

REPORT D.
On Nominations.

Your committee on Nominations would respectfully report :

That the next Ixtropuctory Seryox be delivered by Elder D. P. Ev-
errett, and the MissioNary Servon by Elder R. Webb—awhich appoint-
ments we ask your body to coufirm. .

W. SOREY, Chairman.
REPORT E.

On Finance, -
The Finauncial Committee submit the following report : '

For Minutes, : g w8 - 3 3 3 18110
For Home Missions, : 3 : : : : : : ;42 85
For Foreign Missions,  : H 3 s : $ 3 : 00 25
For C. African Mission, 3 3 $ g : 2 : 8 45
For ditte, by collection of Sardis Church, : = : : 3 vl
For Associational Purposes, : S s T R 30 22
From Oravge Hill 8. 8. M. 8. and Chureh, : : : : 2000
Collection on Sabbath by whites, : : ¢ : : : 5423

" “ o w o« blacks, O L 3 $ : 906

: 8186 90

Torar, 3 : s t 3 3 3 :
All of which we have turned over to your Treasuret.
Yeceived since from A palachicola Church for Minutes, : : 8150

o~ ol o - « '« Missions, @ @ 3250
Respectfully submitted. C. N. HARTSFIELD, Chairman.
REPORT F.
On Publications.

Your committee for the benefit of their hrethren, would recommend them
to sabseribe for and prayeriully read the South Western Baptist, printed at
‘I'iskegee, Ala., at the low price of two dollars per year. It is ably edited
iy the brethren Henderson & Watt, two able Baptist ministers, who are
so-nd in the faith,  The Christian Index, printed at Penfield, Ga., is a vals
wable paper, and the oldest religioas paper published in the Union. We

SAMPSON - LIBRARY
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would farther 8ay to our brethren, that the Southern Baptist Publication
Bociety keeps constantly on hand a sapply of good denominational books,

C. N. HARTSFIELD, Chairman.

REPORT G,
Executive Committee.

Your committee finding it out of their power to obtain a suitable ministor
to settle in Holmes or Walton county, according to your instruction, detc -
mined, on the 5th of November, to send Rev. M. Westmorcland to labor
in that part of your boands. He reports to have traveled 3361 miles, servid
245 days and preached &7 tinies. On 10th December we appointed Moy,
J. R. Haggard to labor one half of his time in the lower parts of Jackson
and adjoining portions of Washington. His_ feport up to 15th March,
when he left us, is : traveled 504 miles, preached 22 times, delivered 11 ex-
hortations and made 30 religious visits. For his service according to our
coniract, we paid him $18.75. On 31st Jaouary we employed Rev. R.
Webb for three-foarths of Lis time to labor in the ficld between Woodvilie

. and Rocky Creck, and downwards, embracing Mt. Pisgah and New Provi.
dence—the Union Acadewy Church paying him for service one-fourth of
his time. He reports as follows : preached 132 times as Missionary, bap-
tized 12 persons, aided in constituting 1 church, traveled 1666 miles, and
lost two weeks by sickness.  Circumstances requiring Rev. M. Westmore-
land to leave our bounds, on the 3d of June, Bro. C. L. Thornton having
come down among us and commenced pmching.‘vre requested him to con-
tinue service in the field vacated by Bro. Westmoreland, which he hid, re-
porting as having traveled 1204 miles, preached 70 times, received by exper-
ieace for baptism, 9 persons und colleeted 825 for Missions ; and according
to our agrecment, we recommend him to your liberality for remuneration.

Your committee had subject to their control only $178.82, of which they
have paid out $168.75

The brethren employed as Missicnaries all agree in ther reports, that the
people in their respective ficlds are thinly settled, and unable of themselyos
to sustain ministers to preach for them. We have no preacher in Frank-
lin, Holmes, or Walton counties,and except a few neighborhoods, our whole
bounds are one great field of religious destitution, so far as our own denomi

Dation is concerned.

4 . C.N. HARTSFIELD, Chairman.
REPORT H,
Rev. J. Mercer's Raport.

Ocroner 21st, 1854.—The Agent of the West Florida Association begs
leave to report : That your Agent is of the opivion that if any person
could be obtained that would travel and preach to all the Chure
amoug the friends of the Baptists of this Association, the Churehes
and friends of our Mission. would in time to come, be fully sustained. Your
Agent has referred this subject to those Churches to whom he preaches, the
resuit of which you have secn in the respouse they gave you in their letters-

ﬁ’ .

Your Agent visited the Associations in Alabama as usaal ; the Tuskegee
are encumberedfwith many things, all requiring money ; their College in
debt, their Mission to the Blacks, their Missions Foreign and Domestie, are
pressing their claims upon them insomuch that they have referred their
West Florida Mission to the Domestic Mission Board at Marion. The
Liberty Association has corrected the error by which their contributions
failed to reach its destination.

The Salem Association divided to form a new one, and in the multitude
of business and cares their donation was overlooked till too late to call
itup.  Bro. Jesse M. Jackson, a brother of Chambers county, Ala., pro-
poses to put it in the power of your Agent to offer your Executive Com
mittee fifty dollars by the mouth of January next. Your Agent would re-
commend your body to look more to its own resources and betake to more
fervent prayer and more energetic action for future success, ;

Submitted respectfully, ¢ Josura Mercen, Agent.

REPORT J,
Treasurers Report.

Wiitiaw Sorey, TREASURER; 1N Accoust with tup West Frorioa Bar-
TIST ASSOCIATION
1853,

DR.
October 24—To balance on hand, - - - . . . . _ . . 8262 77
“ “  cash collected on Sabbath and received since, - - 2 55
“ “ amount collected in the Association for Ala-
bama State Convention, - - . . . . . . 25 00
November 4—To cash reccived of J. R. Haggard which was fur-
nished him to bear his expenses to Alabama
State Couvention but failedtogo - . . . . 20 00
Feb. 7, 1854—To cash received of Joshua Mercer, Agent, - - . 20 00
October 23—"To cash received of Finance Committee, - - . . 188 90
) Total, - - - ... ......... T2
1853, CR.
October 24—By cash paid J. R. Haggard for the Alabama State
Convention, - . .". . . . _ " 8 41 00
“ To bear his expenses to.the Convention, - . . . 99 00
Nov. 4, 1854—Cash paid R. Webb, - .*. . . . _ . _ . 50 00
February 6—Cash puid for printing Minutes, - . . . . . _ 27 75
March 14—Cash paid Rev. J. R. Haggard for his services as Mis-
sionary, one quarter, - - - 18 75

“  15—Cash paid Rev. R. Webb for 2 1.2 mouu-u services ns

Missionary, 37 50
June 1— “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ 37 50
Allg‘ll!t 15— « “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “ 37 50
October 23— « “ “ “ “ “ “ “ “w 31T N

October 24—Cash paid D. W, Horne, Olesk, - - - - - . . 2090

Tohl.---------------~82750
Bthneeonlnnd,!------a-----18971

Toui,........'..;.....51123

———

Leavingabalnnceonhnd,- s e s .. B80T
WiLtax Sosey, Treasurer.
N
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Fa i STATISTICAL TABLE.
T B eSS
Churches, Names of Delegates, ﬁ'élﬁ'?-:’ ;i'! ;"‘::"":g ;
| r'fs‘}i:j‘:i_g‘ifi-'ﬁ;g °
Union Acadc'yfg. ::"cbb, T. Baraes, Wbu_n}lé1é=.'n ] B
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OBITTARY.

While we praise God for the exceeding health enjoyed within our bounds
during the past Associational year, we are called upoo to mourn the loss
of one of our fathers in the ministry and regard it a duty, as well as a

privilege, to present the following *
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
. OF THE LIFE OF
REV. HERMON MERCER,
which must fall below what was anticipated on account of a failure to obtain
the in formation sought b with those better ac-
quainted with his history than writer.

He was the third son of Rev. Silas Mercer, and brother of Rev. Jesse
Mercer, D. D., and born in 1784.  He was baptized just before his first
marriage, with Elizabeth Andrews, while a resident of Wilkes county, Ga.
After being blessed with six children by this marriage, death sundered
the conjugal tie, and scon a ds he was married to Mary Battle, by
whom he had three children—two' of whichdtd in lnm - His third
marriare was with Mrs. Elizabeth Terrel, a lady of purity, and a
large life-time estate, Under the mysterious, yet ever wise and gracious

dispensation of Providence, he was called with great’ lamentation in 1837

to consign his third wife to the silent grave, during whose life time he

resided in the town of ‘Crawfordville, in the laying out of which he acted
as Surveyor, and by his active enterprising  habits, his moral, mentzl and
ﬁcnum influence, he contributed much towards the rapid growth of that
famed Village. : /
Soon after the death of his wife he moved to Albany, Baker county, Ga., *
" and . though with diminished property, and a heurt subduedby trouble’s,
pangs, hLis native eue?y and enterprising disposition impel-kd him to works

promising profit to himself and benefit to the community. A Steam Mill

was his first grand which in a few days after its completion was totally

destroyed by fire. rebuilt on the same ground, strange to note,
““this noble work was just ready for successful operation when it was swept
away by the memorable “ Harrison ‘ Freshet.” In connection with his

the river, but his
fortunes, compelled him

embarrassments, by such a succession of mis-
e up his carthly possessions and submit to
the bitter restraints of

verty. N
But the wisdom .oanen of God were manifest. He became a
more devoted Christian ; his soul was fired by the love of Christ, his heart
melted in contemplating the moral wretc of his fellow lmngl
Huving been ordained to the Ministry since his residence at Albany, his
« works of fuith and labors of love” for the Lord, were characterized by
the zeal und energy of his nature, Churches were built up and many a sinner
made to tremble under his sympathetie, affectionate and earnest ministra-
tions, The Asthma, with which he had been long afflicte®, began now te
disqu‘l&' him for his holy ull:‘:f and arduous duties, and for relief Le
Ei‘n to the beautiful and healtbiul Bay of St. Andrews, in West Flori-
.
?

..fon, Wm. A. Mercer, hh%m built another Steam Mill half mile from
to giv
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