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ORDER OF BUSINESS,

1. Introductory Sermon.
2. Association called to order by Moderator.
. Letters from the Churches called for, read, and names

&

of Delegates enrolled.

4. Petitionary Letters called for.

5. Election of Officers.

6. Inviting visiting Brethren to seats.
7. Letters of Correspondence called for.
8. Appointment of Committees,

9. Circular Letter called for.
10. Reports of Standing and other Committees.
11. Queries calléd up and considered.
12. Miscellaneous Business.
13. Adjournment.

NAMES OF -MINISTERS AND THEIR P. O.

Becks, B. W., Pilatka, Fla.  Hieu, W. B., Houstoun, Fla.
Bisuor, P. P, " ot MavrerTE, G. A., Callahan, Fla.
Braxex, E., Wellborn, “ McCarruy, H. B, Lake City, ©
Cuaxsegs, R., Lake City, Fla. Mooz, R. R., Live Oak, Fla.
Caxvox, J. J., Pilatka, Fla,  Strickraxp, M. N., Waldo, Fla.

Dgas, Z., Houstoun, Fla. Tonnroxs, E. B, g %
Jonxsox, Wat, Morrison’s  Tomkes, J. H,, o e
Mills, Fla. | Tuomas, J. W, Pilatka, ©

Joxes, C. B, Pilatka, Fla. SuerrFieLD, 8., Bronson, ¢
LICENTIATES.
Lewis, J. A., Callahan, Fla.  Rices, 8. J., Gr. Cove Spr., Fla.

MINUTES.

Preasaxt Grove Crurch, Oct. 12, 1872,

The Santa Fee River Association met with the Pleasant
Grove Church, Alachua County, Fla., at 11 o'clock, Saturday,
October 12, 1872.

The introductory sermon was preached by Bro. Kinsey
Chambers, from 2 Cor., 9, 15. Then adjourned for refresh-
ments,

After a short intermission, the delegates assembled in the
Church. The Association was called to order by the former
Moderator, Bro. K. Chambers. Prayer by Bro. Wm. John-
son. Letters from twenty-seven Churches were received, read
and names of delegates enrolled. Bro. 8. Sheffield, from Pine
Grove Church, which petitioned for membership at last Asso-
ciation, received right hand of fellowship from the Moderator.

A ballot was then taken for permanent officers, which result-
ed in the election of Elder K. Chambers, Moderator, and Elder
J. H. Tomkies, Clerk,

Visiting brethren were invited to seats with us. The invi-
tation was accepted by brethren Elder W. T. Carlton, of the

* Alachva Association, and Elders J. A. McKinney and A. Cros-

by, of the New River Association, who were received as Cor-
reslgondin Messengers from their respective Associations,
roceeded to appoint Committees:

On Preaching—Pastor and Deacons of Pleasant Grove
Church, with Bro. M. Seigler.

On Letters and Queries—Brethren H. B, McCallum, E, B.
Timmons and James S. Turner.

On Sunday Sechools—J. H. Tomkies, B. W. Becks and R.
B. Weeks.

On Finance—Brethren J. D. MeKinley, M. N. Strickland,
H. V. Massey, Elias Earle and J. S. Turner.

On Nominations—Brethren J. W. Thomas, E. P. Hickson
and E. Earle.

On Deceased Ministers and Deacons—Brethren M. N.
Strickland, H. B. McCallum and K. Chambers.

On Missions—DBrethren H. B. McCallum, S. Sheffield and J.
I. Tomkies.

On Ministerial Education—Brethren E. B. Timmons, M.
N. Strickland, W. Johnson and K. Chambers.

The Association then adjourned, with prayer by the Moder-
ator, to meet Monday, 9 o’clock, A. M.

Suxpay, Oct. 13, 1872,
At 10 o'clock, a Prayer Meeting was held in the Church.
At 11 o’clock, Brother I-I.{i. MecCallum preached the Missio:
Sermon to a large and attentive audience, after which a col-
lection of $51.45 was taken up. Services were also conducted
in the Academy by Brethren Carlton and Becks in the morn-
ing, and by Brethren Thomas and Timmons in the afternoon.
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Moxpay, Oct. 14, 1872,

The Association was opened with devotional exercises. A’
Committee on Religious Publications was appointed, viz:
Brethren H. B. McCallum, K. Chambers, J. H. Tomkies, J. 8.

and Elias Earle. :
Tu'ﬁ:letm from Gainesville Church was received and.read.

Minutes of Saturday were read and confirmed.

The amendment to the Co;atitiltulm,d propoe;t;‘d tati) lt,he last

i on motion, indefinitely laid upon the table. ]
B“'H?: ’re‘:)?t on Missions was read by Bro. H. B. McCallum,
and after remarks by several brethren, unanimously adopted.

REPORT ON MISSIONS.

"+ Your Committee on Missions submit the following report :

the embarrassment caused by the debt contracted in
g:::iloul years for mission work, little has been attempted this
year in cultivating the destitute fields within our own bounds,
We rejoice, however, in the fact that most of the churches
have responded liberally to the call for funds to liguidate this
debt, so that the amount which will be left unpaid after the
disbursement of funds now on hand, will not greatly embar-

" rass the future operations of the Association. e debt has

id, Clerk.) Our treasury, however, will be left empty,
mni});lg’ funds are collected until your next meetmg‘ our mis-
sion:riework at home must cease for one year, a result greatly

to be deplored. We would, therefore, recommend that some

: i for
sznennt.m plan be devised and adopted by the churches

the collection of funds, at least quarterly, that the good work
may go on within our bounds during the comm%yw.

Xa to foreign missions, little has been done heretofore, by
the Churches of the Association, the pressing wants of our
home field operating to shut out from our view the foreign
work. Yet, there never was a period in our history when such
inviting fields of mission work in foreign lands were open to

or in which the labors of our missionaries were more abun-
dantly blessed. In Italy, in China, and in other lands the pure
Gospel of Christ, as preached and taught by Ba is hav-
ing success, and these facts call loudly to every lover of
the m.‘l‘eﬂu for aid. Brethren, shall they receive any from
us? Let every one snsvpler this g:mon by d:ﬁuing ways to
ive. And ma t blessings upon us all in our effor
E: home, and !l[;‘(::’ the efforts of self-denying missionaries
abWe would recommend all the churches to ufke ht.heso “Itl:me
and Foreign Journal,” the missionary of the Southern
Baptist Convention. H. B. McCALLUM, Chairman.

Elder J. H. Tomkies spoke briefly in the interests of the
Mission to Italy, and collected for the same $24.00.
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A Committee of five was appointed to recommend a “sys-
tematic plan for future missionary work,” viz: Brethren H.'B,

McCallum, E. B. Timmons, J. W. Thomas, M. N. Strickland
and J. M. Sparkman.

REPORT ON SUNDAY SCHOOLS.

The Committee on Sunday Schools have but a meagre re-
port to offer.  'We feel that this vital interest does not receive
that attention which its importance demands. Only nine
schools are reported as in existence among the churches of the
Association. All admit that the moral and religious education
of the youth is of the very first importance. As Baptists, we
should instil into the minds of our children a knowledge of
our distinctive doctrines and principles. Thus, by teaching
them the truth, we may save them gom error and false doc-
trines. All of our churches should earnestly seek to maintain
a Sunday school and a permanent prayer meeting. Let all the
members meet together regularly every Sunday and en
heartily and unitedly in singing, prayer and religious instruc-
tions, and great good must be the happy result. We would
recommend to all parents and teachers that excellent r for
children, “Kind V\Pords," the Sunday school paper of the South-
ern Baptist Convention.

J. I. TOMKIES, Chairman.

The report was received and adopted.

Brother McCallum, Chairman, presented the following re-
port of Committee

ON SYSTEMATIC PLAN FOR FUTURE MISSIONARY
WORK. :

Your Committee, in recommending a systematic plan for the
prosecution of our Associational Mission Work, would suggest
the following: That we call upon the delegation of each
church represented here, to say how much they will pledge
themsélves to raise during tie coming year within their
churches, to be paid in quarterly instalments; that these dele-

ates be appointed as a committee to brinﬁ this matter before
their respective churches on their return home, and to report
the amount of the pledges thus taken te the Executive Com-
mittee. If the amount pledged here be sufficient to employ a
Missionary, we recommend that a committee be appointed to
select a Missionary and name the field he is to occupy, together
with amount of salary he is to receive, subject to the ratifica-
tion of your body. H. B. McCALLUM, Chairman.

The report was received, and after free and full discussion,
adopted.



Pledges were then taken for Associational Mission Work to
the amount of $275. /
On motion, a committee of seven was appointed to receive
suggestions as to the fields, missionary, salary, &c.
mmittee—DBrethren Becks, Sheffield, Johnson, Thomas,
Timmons, Chambers and Wilder.
Brother E. B. Timmons read the report on

MINISTERIAL EDUCATION.

Your Committee beg leave to report that after due considera-

tion of the subject, we recommend the following : !

nsider the command of our Saviour: “Pray ye the

Lord of the harvest that He may send forth more laborers in-
to His harvest.”

And second—that fve use the best means to ascertain if there
be any called of God to the work of the Gospel Ministry, and
we recommend that every Minister act as a nursing Father
and every Church as a nursing Mother, watching over them
for good and encouraging them in the exercise of their gifts—
taking due care to guard against improper subjects imposing
themselves ngou the confidence and Ebemlity of the churches.

We should give liberally for the education and supg:rt of
all worthy young men who feel called of God to the Gospel
Ministry and come well recommended by their churehes.

E. B. TIMMONS, Chairman.

The report was adopted. Then adjourned to 2 o’elock P. M.

ArrER¥0ON SEssioNn—2 o'clock P. M.
The Association met at the appointed hour.
Brother McCallum read the report of the Committee

ON PUBLICATIONS,

The Committee on Publications would offer the following
report: It is very desirable in the opinion of your Committee
that we establish a Baptist paper in Florida. It is needless tor
us to urge the advantages to “he cause of truth of such a pa-
per; all feel and know them. Your Committee is of the opin-
ion that such a paper can be established, provided an agricul-
tural department is associated with it, and all take hold and
give their aid. Lake City is suggested as a suitable place for
said publication, and the “Florida Baptist” as a suitable name.
We suggest a subscription be at once opened on the basis of
$2.00 per tyem--—i;he paper to be issued as soon as a sufficient
number of subscribers is obtained to pay the expenses of start-
ing said paper, and that the Association elect an editor to put
the paper on its feet. H. B. McCALLUM, Chairman.

The report was adopted. H. B. MeCallum was chosen editor.
‘

y
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- REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LETTERS AND QUE-

RIES,
¢ Your Committee on Queries dnd Requests, would report:

-

. That in regard to the request of the three churches desiring

“letters of dismission to join other associations, we wonld re-
commend that the letter to the North Pleasant Grove Church
be ted. We feel that the requests of the Pleasant Grove
and Paran Churches were made, at least partially, upon a mis-
apprehension of the feelings of the upper churches in regard
to the division of the Association, and while we recognize &eir
right to withdraw, we would earnestly ask them to reconsider
their request and remain with us. If, however, they still feel
it to their interest to withdraw, that the Clerk be requested to
%l_':pare and give them letters, and may the Great Head of the

urch lead them into the adoption of that course that will
produce the greatest results to the honor and glory of His
name.

'~ We recommend the next meeting of the Association be held
with Bethel Church, Jacksonville, Fla.

The request of Gainesville Church for help in building a
house of worship, seems to us to call for the sympathy and
aid of our whole denomination, and we would recommend all
our churches and brethren to do what they can for this church.

H. B. McCALLUM, Chairman.

The report was received, discussed, amended and adopted.

Bro. A. H. Perry was recognized as one of the delegates of
the Pleasant Grove Church.

Brother MeCallum read report of the Executive Committee.

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

Your Committee, according to your instructions at your last
session, entered into no engagements for missionary labor for
the associational year now closing. Brother K. Chambers,
however, continued the Nassau Mission, taking the amount
that might be collected on the field for his remuneration. He
has prosecuted his labors with success, as may be seen from
the following brief summary : Miles traveled, 2,486 ; Sermons
‘)rcnched, 129; Family visits, 163; Exhortations made, 27;

>rayer Meetings held, 19 ; Baptized, 46.

It will thus be seen that the Nassau Mission, under good
fnstering care, has become scif-snpporting, for which let us
thank God and take courage.

As per minutes of last year, the statement of our indebted-
ness was as follows, (after amounts received from Finance
Committee had been expended :)

Toe B Wl .« i'cidariviini § 60 00
adt Bt Ay T T RS e 50 00




There has been paid on this as follows: To Bro. Moore,
847; Bro. Chambers, $44.40; Brethren Becks and Timmons,
each 87, leaving the sum of %353.15 yet to be provided for.
In order to secure funds for the payment of this debt, your
committee, by your instructions last year, made an estimate of
how much each church would have to raise to pay this sum,
endeavoring to equalize it as near as possible according to all
the light they had on the subject, Tge Clerk was instructed
to write to the churches and suggest that they try to raise
these amounts. Very few, if any responses were received, and
it was thought that if some one could visit the churches on
this behalf, something might be done.  Accordingly we agreed
to allow Bro. Chambers a sum sufficient to engage Bro. Deas
one round on the Nassau Mission, that he might devote that
time to this object. The arrangement was made and Brother
Chambers visited a number of churches, all of which, it is
thought, will respond liberally, and it is hoped that enough
money will be secured at our present meeting to cancel all our
indebtedness. The sum expended by Bro. Chambers as above
* was $24.50, which added to the old gebt., will make 8377.65 as

the whole indebtedness of the Association. Your committee,
believing it will conduce to the harmony of the Association,
mpeotfull\{,tender their resignation, that a new board may be
elected. e feel conscions that we have, to the best of our
ability, discharged our duty. If we have made mistakes, the
error was in the head, not m the heart. We hope our sueces-
sors may be abundantly blessed in their labors, and we expect
to do all in our power to give success to the missionary enter-
prises of the Association.

The report was reeeived and adopted.

On motion, the actions of the Executive Committee were
endorsed and they were unanimonsly requested to serve the
Association in the same capacity,

The report on Finance was road and adopted.

REPORT ON FINANCE.

The Committee on Finance, report as follows :
Amount sent up for associational purposes........ %344 00
. from ﬁro. MeCallum
“ “ « A, J. Huchingson
Turner, Treasurer
collected on Sunday

“ “ “
@

Whole amount $411 18
’ JOHN D. McKINLEY, Chairman.
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On motion, Bro. E. P. Hickson was elected Treasurer.
:l'ht:flerk was instructed to have 800 copies of the minutes
prin
Twenty-three dollars were collected for the family of Bro.
deceased. -

The remainder of the associational debt was then cancelled
by voluntary contributions,

The Committee on fields to be oceupied, made a verbal re-
port, designating the Nassau and Levy county fields as the
most important for present missionary operations.

Delegates  were appointed to the State Convention which
meets in Lake City on Friday before the 4th Sunday in No-
vember, 1872, namely, Brethren K. Chambers, E. Earle, B. W,
Bechh(? W. chRae, E. B. Timmons, J. 8, Turner, R. 'i‘m'ner,
E. P. Hickson, K. D. Edge and J. D. McKinley.

To the Alachua Association, Brethren W. Johnson, W. S,
Perry and J. 8. Turner.

To the New River Association, Brethren B. W. Becks, E.
Earle, A. Geiger, M. N. Strickland and W. Johnson.

To the Florida Association, Bro. H. B. McCallum.

To the Mereer Association, Bro. Mc¢Callum,

The Committee on Nominations made a report, which was

* adopted.

REPORT ON NOMINATIONS,

We recommend the followin%{‘l pointments: To preach

the Introductory Sermon, Bro. J.
alternate, ' ‘
To preach the Missionary Sermow, Bro. P. P. Bishop, Bro.

K. Chambers, alternate.
J. W. THOMAS, Chairman.

omkies, Bro. C. B. Jones,

On motion, Bro. McCallum was requested to furnish his ser-
mon on Sunday for publication in the minutes.
Bro. H. B. McCallum offered the following :

Resolved, That a vote of thanks be extended to the mem-
bers of the Pleasant Grove Church and citizens for the kind
and hospitable manner in which they have entertained the As-
sociation.

A hymn was sung, the ing hand given, and after prayer
by Brg.m L Johnso% the l?aA::oclgm.ion ljourned to meet w{th
the Béthel Church, .flcksonville, Fla., on Saturday before the
seeond Sunday in October, 1873.

K. CHAMBERS, Moderator.

J. H. Touxiks, Clerk.
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[
| 5e | e | 2| o5
£, = E = g
5 g A8 55 | BS | 382
s . i » g E -
P R R R 4.00
NN S 31.00 £10.00
e RRRSped TR 4.00 5.00
R SR SESY 28,30 20.00
OO 5 o s vy dsibninie 4 3.60 .85 5.00
Cypress Lake............... 8.50 5.00
Deep Creek. , 5.85 5.00
R TR S 3.00 5.00
- RANERER SRR SR G 37.50 13.15 15.00 40,00
T A 5.60
.................. 10.25 10,00
G . . ... .....0h..... 5.25 8.00
L Rl I 2.85 1.00 5.00
R SIS e 8.00 15.00
TSGR SR 12,00 10.00
TS A 13.00 25.00
lleodon{s .................. 1.25 5.00
Mount Pleasant. . ........... 8.50 20.00
Mount Horeb. .............. 4.00
Mount Zion. ... ............ 1150
L RS S 6,00
Pleasant Grove............. 42,95 10,00 37.00
RO S 9.70 2.00 3.50
RS s dis 8.35 1.50 5.00
PRI . . . o e oo vadenase 12.00 10,00
oS S 3.30 1.50 5.00
LT iEESel e U 16.00 5.00
RIS .8.00 20,00
EROVIINNOD. . ..o v nbeins 43,60 7.00 25.90
Potesst Unlon. ............. 21.25
Whole amount.. .. ......... 365.25 | 20,15 2.00 | 33.85 800,00

REPORT ON DECEASED MINISTERS AND DEACONS,

Your Committee on Deceased Ministers and Deacons submit
the following: Last year, the hand of the Lord was
upon us in preserving the lives of all our Elders and Deacons.

is year we are called upon to record the death of one Elder,
Bro. Nathaniel Moore Deas, and two Deacons, Bros. Elias G.
Joudon, of the Jacksonville, and Lovie S, Moore, of the Lake
City church.

lgro. N. M. Deas was born in South Carolina, but removed
to Florida while yet a youth. He was baptized by Elder
Kinsey Chambers into the fellowship of fﬁdway Baptist
Church, Columbia county, Fla.,in August, 1854, He was from

i
his conversion pious and (ievoted, leading prayer meetingl and
ars {»cfore his death,

engaging in exhortation. About two ye

T Y R p—
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he was licensed to preach by the Macedonia Baptist Church,
and thenceforward gave himself up to God in the discharge of
his duties. He was soon called to ordination by the Wayfair
Church, Lafayette county, A considerable revival oceurred
in this church in connection with the labors of Bro. Deas,

‘while yet a licentiate. Many were received for baptism,

among whom was a lady over 70 years of a He was there-
fore called to ordination, that he might administer the ordin-
ance to these converts, as also to enlarge his usefulness in the
Master’s vineyard. He was ordained by Elders R. R. Moore
and K. Chambers in June, 1870, Bro, ave himself to
the work of the ministry with t zeal, and having weak
lungs, he soon died, leaving a wife and two step-daughters to
mourn’ his loss, But their consolation was t, when in
death, and with his last breath, he sang “Oh! how I love

Jesus,” and said, “wife, give me b:r cheerfully.,” Thus the
0

Lord called him away from labors below to joys above.

Deacon Elias G. Joudon was born in Beaufort District,
South Carolina, January 24th, A. D. 1806, and was baptized
by the Rev. Thos, h in October, 1831. He removed to
Iﬂval county, Florida, in January, 1838. In July of the same
year, he and his wife, with Elder McDonald and two colored
members, organized the Bethel Baptist Church of Jackson-
ville, he being ordained Deacon of the church by Elders Friar
and McDonald. He raised a family of seven children and
lived to see them all members of the same church. A few days
before his death, which sad event occurred November 29, 1871,
he told his wife that he had put his trust in the Lord when a
young man and that he had never been sorry for it. Thus has
puae% from the church on earth, one of its strongest supﬁort-
ers. He was a true man and an unflinching christian ia all the
walks of life. For more than forty-one years he was an office
bearer in the House of the Lon{ discharging his duty with
diligence and fidelity. He has already heard the approving

* voice of his Saviour, and that approval will make glad his

heart through the ages of eternity.  May his life-long example
animate those of us who are left behind, to greater diligence

in our christian voecation.

Deacon Lovic S. Moore was born in Decatur county, Geor-
gia, on the 20th day of March, A. D. 1826. He was Daptized
nto the fellowship of Bartholomew Church, Arkansas, in 1865,
by Elder Price, and was ordained Deacon of Hambuﬁg Church,
Ashley county, Arkansas, in 1866, by Elders Hyatt and
Simms, He was dismissed from this church as a Deacon and
was received by the Lake City Church, October 10th, 1869,
and on January 16th, 1870, was chosen to serve the church as
Deacon. He ?;ed November 9th, 1871. He was a man of
strict integrity of character, an unwavering christian, a strong
supporter of every good work. His Pastor visiting with him

BRARY
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the homes of the needy, never knew him to depart without
leaving some substantial token of his sympathy. He was con-
scientfous in the disch: of every duty, punctual in his at-
tendance on divine worship, and when he approached the con-
fines of time, death had no terrors for him. His death was
triumphant in the highest sense. ~After he had taken an affec-
tionate farewell of his dear wife and children, and when near
the gates of death, his Pastor asked him if he felt any m,
he replied, “Not a bit; I have asked Jesus to take me td him-
gelf without any pain and I believe He will do it.” And in
answer to this prayer, he died in perfect peace, seemingly with-
out pain, conscious to the last moment, uttering as his last con-
nected words, “7 am blessed forever.” :

Thus, brethren, one of eur Ministers and two Deacons have
been t:Len from us by death. Let us who remain read in this
Providence the call to be more earnest and faithful in our la-
bors, E. B. TIMMONS, Chairman.

H. B. McCALLUM, Clerk and Treasurer of the Erecutive
Committee,in account with the Santa Fee River Association.

DR.
1871, Oct. 9. To cash from Bro. Turner, Treasurer..$109 58
1! 8 S R B T et 30 00
“ w 8 %, 6 Jehnlamh,. ..., 3 00
“ « & . .« K D Dubose for
Bomas MISION; .oivs oi0 mvits sbiow vigd o 85

“  To cash from the following brethren of

one dollar each, for Bro. Perry, at
Gainesville, viz: A. J. Huchingson,
K. Chambers, M. Tanner, K. D. g
W. P. Hardin, J. H. Tomkies, H. V.

X ool MBOY < ps v s esisaasvsiaansninsns 7 00
Dec. 9. To cash from Bro. Geo. Young, on sub-
v BOMEPRION. 4 & - S uisisieninnnpsilis siavsvn 5 00
“ 31, To cash collected from Union Meeting
at Bethlehem.......c0000 cricnsen 8 00
1872, Jan 80. To cash from Bro, A. A. Stewart..... 1 00
g » outel W 1 4 e
Mch31. « “  Union Meeting, Mount
- TIORBNIRE & ocs .60 4 4 sivin b bipirn b0 ¥ 85 n o 11 40
Apr 11.  To cash from J. D. McKinbey........ 10 00
o “ - SOBRD BIOBN. 5 & 0000t os 5 00
o R “  Putnam Union at 2 meet-

ings . ‘
“« «  Toam't Bro. Chambers’ subseription.. 20 00
¢ & - u SOH R Botalines . ¥
“« .« « « from Union Meeting at Provi

13
‘“« @ « « from Bro. Turner, Treasurer.. 4 45
Whole smount. .....ocvies cossvenns $252 63
CR.
1871, Oct. 9. B? cash paid B. W. Becks......... .. 5500
.- " for Minutes...... .c.... 40 00
e - “«.  for on Minutes,&c 34
Rl | s g RERMore......ooivvvs 15 00
“ 16. “ cash sent to Foreign Mission Board 8 00
" « « on Post Office Order, &ec...... 33
“« 30. “ “ paid R.R. Moore............ 5 00
« « « « gentto Foreign Mission Board,
with expenses........ ..c.oveveeens 313
« « & « gentBro, Perry.............. 7 00
Nov 22. Expenses on Minutes............... 2 60

« « By am’tallowed me by Ex. Committee
as Clerk of Association, &e......... 10 00
1872, Mch 9. By cash paid Bro. Moore............ 20 00
Feb2s By “ “ Bro. Chambers........ 10 00
Apl 1.. % « “ Bro. Moore............ 7 00
i « « « Bro Chambers........ 14 40
"I « % « Bro B. W. Becks...... 700
“ “ « « « F B Timmons........ 7 00

« «  Paid Bro. Chambers amount of his two *

SubSCriPtionSs . . ... v ceirnaen Lens 20 00

Oct. 18. Paid Bro. Chambers’ amount of H. B.
McCallums’ subseriptions. ......... 10 00

« «  Paid Bro. Chambers, through J. D.
MeKinley.... ..oooovviee saneonen 5 00

« 13, Paid Finance Committee balance in
myhands..........oooiiiiiiia 5173
Whole amount, . .....coeeverecucsnns 8252 63
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SERMON. »

A sermon, preached by Elder H. B. McCallum, on Sabbath,
October 13, 1872, at 11 A. M., before the Santa Fee River As-
sociation, &nd by request of the Association, furnished for
publication:

Text—Psalm 50-2. “Out of Zion the perfection of beauty
God hath shined.” : ;

Zion meant, originally, one of the hills on which the city of
Jerusalem was built. It ran parallel with Mt. Moriah, on
which the Temple was afterwards erected, but was higher in
all its course. gt. was precipitous on all sides except towards
the north, and this was so fortified that the place was consid-
ered impregnable. When Israel captured the rest of the city,
Mt. Zion proved too much for them, and the Jebusites, its an-
cient inhabitants, remained unsubdued in this their greatest
stronghold. And so confident were they that when David,
after reigning several years in Hebron, came to Jerusalem to
make it his capital, they taunted the warrior King with his
inability to capture this their boasted fortress. But he who
laid the pride of Philistia in the dust, triumphed here, and
Mt. Zion, in all its beauty and strength, lay conqnered at his
feet. He strengthened and beautified its fortifications and
built here the city of David, so that it became not only the
pride of his own heart, but the joy of the whole nation.
“Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth is Mt.
Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the Great King.”
Zion, to ancient Israel, represented not only the beaut
and glory, but also the strength of their kingdom. “Wal
about Zion, and go round about her; tell the towers thereof ;
mark ye well her bulwarks ; consider her palaces that ye may
tell it to the generations following.,” No matter where they
might be, nor what their condition, their hearts ever beat
faithful to Zion,, As captives by the rivers of Babylon, they
wept when they remembered Zion. “They that wasted us re-

nired of us mirth, saying, sing us one of the songs of Zion.”
?&ut their harps, unstrung, were hanged upon the willows, for
how could they sing the iord’s song in a strange land !

Zion, thus rgpresenting the beauty, glory and strength of
ancient Israel, has been embalmed in the poetry of her warrior
King, and comes to us as a part of our heritage, and still
speaks to the heart in many of our most touching hymns.
We thus see that Zion has come to mean the Church, and in
this sense, we think our text eminently true. “Out of Zion
the perfection of beauty God hath shined.” In the present
discourse, we use the word Church in its New Testament sig-
nification, as representing that spiritual House, built by our
Saviour as the home of his believing people, having His doc-
trines in their purity, His ordinances as He delivered them,
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and His laws as their only guide. And with this idea of the
Church in our minds, we deduce from our text this subject—
The Church, the chosen medium through which God displacLa
his glory; and, first, the Church is glorious as to her founda-
tion. d what other foundation has the Church than Christ,
and him crucified. “For other foundafion can no man lay
than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” Isaiah prophesieth,
“Behold I lay in Zion for a foundation, a stone, a tried stone,
a precious corner stone, a sure foundation; he that believeth
shall not make haste.” Peter, speaking of christians being
built up upon Christ as the only true foundation, quotes this
same passage, “Wherefore it 1s contained in the seriptures,
Behold I lay in Zion a chief corner stone elect, precious ; and
he that believeth on Him shall not be confounded.” And our
Saviour, in those memorable words to Peter, “upon this rock
I will build my church,” announces kimself as the foundation ;
a foundation that cadnot bé moved. Let us examine these
words a moment. He had asked the disciples, “whom do men
say that I the son of man am ?” It was replied that the opin-
ions of men were various. Some say Elias, some say John the
Baptist, and some others suppose that one of the ancient
Erophets has reappeared upon the earth. All, however, ac-
nowledged him to be some wonderful personage, and since
his works were so mighty, they supposed one of the ancient
saints must have come to life. They could not see in him the
Messiah which was to come. Oh! blind incredulity, to what
great stretches wilt thou go to believe @ lie, but how slow thou
art to believe the truth, though plain before thine eyes. Our
Saviour asks, “But whom say ye that I am?” Peter, for him-
self and for the rest, replied, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of
the living God.” Jesus answered, “Blessed art thou Simon
Barjona, for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee.”
Thou didst not learn this great truth by fleshly wisdom, didst
not draw it from the treasures of thine own mind, nor was it
obtained in any school of human philesophy ; the purple lights
from thine own native hills reflected it not unto thine heart ;
nor didst thou hear of it from the murmuring waves of thine
own Galilee ; but thou receivedst it from above. It was flashed
into thy soul by a diviner light than earth knows. “Mf
Father, which art in Heaven revealed it unto thee,” and now
say unto thee that thou art Peter, (Greek, petros, a piece of
rock, a stone,) and upon this rock, (petra, a rock, a ledge, a -
mass of live rock,) not a mere detached stone, weak and in-
sufficient as thou, Peter, wouldst be, but upon this t rock,
this sure foundation, upon myself, as the foundation laid in
Zion, I will build my church and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it. Observe here, too, how comprehensive this
declaration of Jesus. Peter had confessed him as the Christ,
the Son of G'od. Jesus had said, thon wast able to make this
confession only as it had been revealed to thee from Aeaven.
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that we have here not only the foundation, but also the
?rosy in which christians are built upon this foundation, i. e,,
by faith; not faith drawn from the worldly storehouse of a
carnal mind, but faith imparted to the soul from on high, a
faith born of the influences of the Holy Spirit upon the heart.
Christ is the great foundation, the christian, as a lively stone,
is built upon this foundation, faith being as it were, the cement
by which this union is effected. It is not Jesus in the exalted
c ter he bore before his incarnation, not Jesus as King
Eternal upon his throne of dominion, with heaven’s glitterin

host casting their crowns at his feet and ascribing to Him
honor, m: 'gst.y and power ; not Jesus in the glory that he had
with the .l"lather before the world was; it is not Jesus thus,
who is the foundation of the church; but Jesus, the cru 4
Jesus, the risen Saviour; Jesus, covered with the glory o the

and wrapped in the golden light of his vietory over

hell an«:lP the grave; Jesus, the ascended King of Gl;)t?;,
the great High Priest of our Salvation, He is the only founda-
tion of his Church. 3 ;

Oh, blessed Being, thou didst shine before the hosts of
Heaven with infinite beauty and glory before thy wonderful
incarnation! But in the humiliation of the manger and the
cross, and thy exaltation to :he Tluione gf Pw'“ll: tt'h(:,o h&&
vens, thou dost give thy holy angels a r into the

1::; of t.hy.mag;lhleu ;erfec{ionsg. Oh la&eurch of the living
EO(L thou art glorious in this t&z priceless foundation; arise,
therefore, and put on thy beautiful garments and prove thyself
worthy of Him who died to lay deep and broad and immova-
ble the foundation of thy glory and of thy salvation. :

Second, The Church is glorious in the materials o which
she is com . And what are these materials? ence
are they drawn to build so noble an edifice as the Church of
the living God ? Are they dead stones, taken from sn.urthnﬁ
q , and in this state builded into the temple? This wo
b:.:rn{y to defile its beauty. When Solomon built his temple,
not a single rough stone was brought to the place of building.
All were fitted in the quarries and received the stamp of the
master before they were brought. And thus that mnd edifice
rose day by day without the sound of a hammer being heard.
So with the Church of Christ. It is not composed of unhewn
stones, nor cemented with untempered mortar. The material
is first and incorporated into the building.
It is as rough ashlars from the quarry of human depravi-
ty, and polished and beautified b theg:moqs_ influences of
tZe Holy Spirit, and thus made fit for that s iritual building
through ‘which the glory of God is reﬂecte({ upon & world in

sin, :
That the Church is composed of & regenerate membership,

the Scriptures abundantly teach. On the day of Pentecost,

they that gladly received the word were baptized, and the
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same day about three thousand souls were added to the
Church—and subsequently, it is said, “the Lord added to the
Church daily sueh as should be saved.” Our Saviour distinct-
ly announced, to Nicodemus that one must be regenerated be-
fore he could see the kingdom of God. If the kingdom of
God here means the Church, as many suppose it does, it is a
distinet statement of our Savionr that regeneration is a neces-
sary qualification for church membership. But no less decis-
ive is the great commission ; it emphatically requires beli¢s be-
fore baptism and both are necessary to church membership.
In all the preaching of the Apostles, faith was required as a
?ualiﬁcation for baptism, and none were admitted to church
ellowship except those who had belicved and been baptized.
The Apostles constantly addressed members of the churches as
“saints,” as the “elect,” as “the faithful in Christ Jesus.”
Peter, writing to those whom he ealls “Elect according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father,” declares of them, “Ye also,
as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, a holy priest-
hood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by
Jesus Christ.” Now they were not dead bn%)livc’l_r/ stones, and
every one of them was a priest, who offered spiritual and ac-
ceptable sacrifices to God; these sacrifices were the fervent
love, worship and adoration of their hearts; and from these
altars there ascended to heaven more acceptable sacrifices than
ever smoked upon a Jewish altar. This position stands so for-
tified in the word of God, that it is folly for any one to deny
it. If, then, faith precedes baptism and church membership,
are not infants (-xclecc], since they cannot possibly exercise
faith ? And thjs is so plain that many who hold to infant bap-
tism see it, and in order to make their practice harmonize wit
the teachings of the Bible, they require the child to profess
faith, through their sponsors. In the office for the public ba
tism of infants in the Episcopal Church, after having renounced,
in the name of the child, the devil and all his works, the vain
pomp and glory of the world, the sponsors are asked, “Dost
thou in the name of this child believe all the articles of the
christian faith, as contained in the Apostle’s Creed ?” An-
swer, “I do.” (\Vho does, the child ?)

Minister—*“Wilt thou be baptized in this faith?” Answer;
“That is my desire.” (Whose desire is it? The child’s, of
course, as it is the one to be baptized.) The child, after bap-
tism (?) is declared to be “regencrated and grafted into the
body of Christ’s Church,” and “thanks are given unto Al-
mig{xt od for these benetits,” All who hold to infant bap-
tism, do not found it n\»on Jaith (?) thus expressed. Some

: Elace it upon the ground of the parent's faith, while others

aptize them because they are holy. But none found it upon
the command of Jesus, upon which foundation alone, it could

. stand. Since, therefore, Jesus never gave such command, i

has absolutely no foundation in the word of God.
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little foundation in the word of God, has the prac-
tici\gg :eeiving adults into the church without requiring evi-
dences of regeneration. To my mind, such practice is absurd.
What use can there be for unconverted members in the church,
God converts men and brings them into the church that'they
may work, that they may skine. Man, in a state of nature is
like the rough diamond. It is unscemly and appears onlg fit
to be cast away ; but let the diamond be cut and polished by
skilful hands and o depth of beauty is revealgd not realized
before. In its rough state, who could think of;wearing it asa
jewel, but polished, it becomes the ornament;of Kings and
rinces. , man, in a state of nature, cannot adorn and beau-
tify the church. He but olscures her light ahd retards her
progress; but let the Ioly Spirit work upgh his heart and
stamp there the image of Jesus, and he at ofice becomes
sesses of life, light and beauty, fitted for a place in the church,
whose light he obscures not, whose progress he retards not,
but adding to both, he illustrates that saying of ou_l‘ Saviour,
“Ye are the lights of the world.”  And this light, shining from
the church as a beacon amid the moral darkness of this wqud,:
reflects forth “the“glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
Third, The church is gloriows in the doctrines she teaches.
These doctrines are clothed with a true glory, for they brin
life and salvation to those who were dead and lost. They a
center in the eross of Christ.  Christ crucified is the central,
fundamental fact in the scheme of redemption. Man was lost.
He could not save himself. God laid help upon One mighty
to save, Jesus Christ, the Son of God; He who was clothed
with ineffable glory in .the bosom of the Father before the
world was. This glorious Being laid aside his robes of light
and veiled himself in human flesh. Wonder of wonders!
Mystery of mysteries! 'This is the sublime subject of angelic
study and contemplation. Oh! thou incarnate One, can thine
angels in heaven fathom the depths of love and merey that
brought thee down to die for man? How much less, then,
can we, worms of fhe dust, accomplish the mighty task! But
oh, thou blessed Lamb of God, we can gaze upon’ thy cross;
we can read in thy agony and thy blood, the greatness of thy
love for us, and the magnitude of our guilt. We can clasp
thy cross to our repentant hearts, and as we remember wit
anguish and sin, and feel the movings of thy Spirit upon our
hearts, we can lift our eyes unto thee with a heaven-born faith
and hear from thine own ]i[)s the happy expression: “Th
sing, which are many, are all forgiven thee.” _ Here, oh, chris-
tian, is the mountain of thy joy. Here, oh sinner, isé thy re-
fuge from the storm. Yes, to” the christian, the cross is the
dearest place on earth. From it there pours into his soul a
flood of light and joy. It was here, that like Bunyan’s Pil-
rim, he %ost. his burden and found the sweet consolations of

esus’ love. No matter now where he may be; how deep
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down in the valley of humiliation, how roughly tossed upon
the billows of sorrow; like David, he may be almost over-
whelmed by the waves, but if from these epths he turns his
eye to the cross, there is no mountain so high as to intercept

e view, but streaming from Calya , there comes into his
soul the light of love and merey; a light if it but touch the
darkest night of our sorrow, turns it into day, and causes the
waste places of our souls to rejoice in His love and favor.

The doctrines of the cross find their com lement at the se-
pulchre. The mighty transactions of Caﬁ'ary were incom-
plete without the glorious events which made illustrious the
new tomb of Joseph. The light of Christ’s life seems extin-
guished at the cross, and forever buried in the darkness of the
Erave, but it was onlﬂ a pause in the mighty struggle—a pawuse

ut for a moment, when there flashed from the opening mouth
of the conquered grave, the light of the grandest victory ever
won, as emerging from the tomb, Jesus, the crucified, walks
forth, holding in his hands the seal of his vietory over death,
hell and the grave. These are the two fundamental, the two
central facts upon which christianity rests. The Apostles and
first christians laid great stress upon them. The great Apos-
tle to the Gentiles, says (1 Cor, 15-4) “For I delivered unto
you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that he was
buried, and that he rose again the third day, according to the
Seriptures.” To the Romans, he writes: “He (Christ) was
delivered for our offences and raised again for our justifica-
tion.” He exhorts Timothy, “To remember that Jesus Christ,
of the seed of David, was raised from the dead, according to

my gospel.” Thus, we see that the Apostles strongly insisted
n these two faets,

About them, in their minds, clustered
all the doctrines which they taught. In their preaching to
the Jews, as well as Gentiles, they insisted upon these two
important facts, and they mi htily convinced both, Jew and
Gentile, that Jesus was the Christ. And now I ask, is not the
Church glorious in the doctrines which she teaches ? Wher

in all the field of human wisdom; where, in all the schools of
philosophy and science can such doctrines be found ? Doc-
trines which work such mighty wonders in the human heart,
Disguise it as we will, close our eyes to the fact, as, alas, too
many try to do, yet the conviction forces itself upon us that
man is a fallen being ; he is a sinner; he feels himseﬁ'ofar below
that standard of moral right which his own mind erects, And
I ask, what can philoso by, what can science, what can all the
wisdom of this world do fo raise man from this state? All
their efforts do but gild the outside of the se?ulchre while
the inside is still ﬁlle% with “dead men’s bones.” There is no
power in them to change the heart; none to eradicate old
principles and implant new ones; none to change the current
of the affections back to their true objects. But all this and
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spel accomplishes. Let the “truth as it is in
.rln;l:’ "tm;y the Holy Spirit, fall upon the cold heart of
the d',ead sinner and there ins at once a n}aghty chanye ; a
change which affects the whole current of }_us being; st it
in its downward flow to death, and throws it back to the foun-
tain of eternal life. Let us observe this change. See that
man, he stands preeminent in sin; he might aptly be called
the chief of sinners; he scoffs at religion ; he is a slave to as-
sion and lust ; on any night, go to the bar-room and ﬁ:;b l}lllg
saloon of his native village, and there you will find ; his
conversation is low and vulgar; he blasphemes the holy name
of God ; “his throat is an open sepulchre, with h\: tongue he
uses dec’eit, the poison of asps is under his lips.” His ve
resence and his words are full of moral poison. In fact he is
!;)s wicked as the Arch Fiend himself could desire. Yet, see
that man, by some strange providence of God, brought under
the influence of divine truth. The Holy Spirit is at work in
his heart ; his sins are opened up to him; he stands aghast as
he realizes the magnitude of his crimes and t’he.enm.'mlgy of
his guilt ; he trembles when “e thinks of God’s just indigna-
tion ; in the agony of his soul he cries out, “What must I do
to b‘; saved?” Is there, can there be mercy for such a wretch
like me? He is pointed to the cross; he is told that Jesus
died there for sinners. You are a sinner, then he died for you.
He is pointed to the sepulehre, and is told that Jesus has con-
quered death, risen triumphant from the grave and ascended
to heaven, there to “make intercession for all who come ‘?.nto
God by l-iim,” and now, since by his death, God can be “just
and the justifyer of him that believeth in Jesus,” He offers
you a fu{l and free pardon, nay more, he offers not only par-
don, but also justification, upon the simple terms that you trust
in Him, Contemplatinﬁl:hcsg wondrous truths, he gazes upon
the cross and begins to'drink in the amazing love of Jesus ; he
is melted into contrition ; he weeps, repents, prays, and as th(;_
love of Jesus grows upon him, his eyes become fountains o
repentant tears; faith begins to dawn upon his soul; he a
roaches the cross, prostrates himself at the feet of the Cruci-
ed One. I hear him say:
Just as I am, without one plea,
But that thy blood was shed for me,

And that thou bid'st me come to thee,
Oh, Lamb of God I come, I come !

Just as I am, and waiting not,

To rid my soul of one dark blot,

To thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot,
Oh, Lamb of God, I come, I come.

.

by divine grace, to embrace Jesus as his own 0
Saviour, znd receives into his heart that joy which springs
from a sense of acceptance with God.

Lying thus at the foot of the cross, and praying thus, he is
emgl& h personal
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Now let us fallow him again into the walks of life and mark
the change. Go to the haunts of vice where of old you were
sure to meet him, and he is not there. Go to the house of
rrn er, and there you will meet him. He has now become a

er in the camp of Israel, a blessing to his race. He is
faithful in all the duties and relations of life. In his home,
domestic peace and happiness dwell there, His wife and chil.
dren rejoice that the husband and father has left the ways of
sin and dissipation, and turned his feet to the ways of truth
and righteousness, Amd this lasts not for a week, a month, a
ear, but holds on through the remaining course of a long life.
is, my hearers, is no fancy sketch. Itisreal. I have known
many such cases. Have not you? Wesee in them the power
of the Gospel of Christ, a power capable of laying hold of
man in his deepest guilt, a.u('ll lifting him up higher and higher
into the love and image of Jesus; a power capable of trans-
forming his whole nature, of translating him out of the king-
dom of darkuess into the kingdom og light. And all these
things are wrought out through the doctrines which her Great
Head has committed to his church and laid upon her the obli-
ation of teaching them to the nations. Are theY not glorious
doctrines, brethren? Do they not réflect their ory upon the
church? Let us receive them into our hearts, illustrate them
in our lives, and labor, and pray, and ive, that a knowledge
of them may be extended over the whole earth,

Fourth, 'IYhe Church is glorious in the Ordinances which
she holds. Christ has given to his Church two ordinances,
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. They express, emblematical-
ly, the fundamental facts and doctrines of the Gospel. They
are positive institutes, and all followers of Jesus are comman(?-
ed to observe them both. The lan age of the Master to
every new believer is, “Be Baptized,” and to every such ba
tized believer gathered into Ins Church, he says, “Do this i
remembrance of me.” They are both, parts of a systematic
whole, and each has its fixed, definite place assigned it. Bap-
tism is to be submitted to but once, the Lord’s buprer is to he
often partaken of. Baptism standsMat the threshold of one’s
christian life, while the Lord’s Supper marks the years of his
subsequent pilgrimage. And right here, allow me to mark
one difference between Baptists and Pedobaptists, in the mat-
ter of baptism. Baptists place it at the beginning of a man’s
spiritual life. Pedebaptists at the beginning of his natural
life. Let the attentive Bible reader say which has the sanc-
tion of seripture precept and example,

These or«iinnncos show forth, emblematically, the fandamen-
tal facts, and illustrate the principal doetrines of the Gospel.
What are the fundamental facts on which the religion of Jesus
rests? - We eannot better answer this question than by quot-
ing the language of the Ainostle Paul: “He was delivered for
our offences and was raised again for our justification.” The
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. le here points us to the cross, crimsoned with the blood
:fp?etms, mdl;% the open :?nlchre, bright with the glory of
his resurrection. So the ordinances—one points to his death,
and the other to his resurrection. The language of one is,
“gee in these emblems, the broken body and shed blood of your
. Saviour; in the droken bread sce the suﬂ'enngg he endured, and
in the poured out wine behold the precious blood he shed for
you, and read in them both the wondrous love which moved
him to enduré’ the agonizing death of the cross, that youmight
live.” The other speaks, with no less wl,asls? of the sepul-
chre. The parting waves, as the baptized is laid in the liquid
ve, tells of the burial in the new tomb of Joseph; and  as
g:y close above the form of the immersed, they speak of the
stone rolled to the door of the sepulchre and of the Roman
seal by which it was made secure; and again as the baptized
emerges, the parting water s aks of the opening grave and
the rising form of Jesus. us, we see that these ordinances,
in their beautiful simplicity, point to the two great facts of the
Gospel, the Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ.
o$: ask now, what doctrines do they shadow forth? And
first, since one is placed at the threshold of the christian life,
and is the prescribed manner in which the followers of Jesus
acknowledge Him before the world, and is never to be repeat-
ed, we would naturally look for an exgression in it of those
great doctrines by which we approach the cross, namely, the
acknowl ent of our sinfulness and the necessity of being
cleansed; the living - faith wrought in us by the Holy Spirit ;
and the consequence of this faith, our death to sin and our re-
surrection to tLe new life in Christ Jesus. And we are not
disappointed, for what we naturally expeet, the Scriptures teach
us, is set forth in our baptism. In baptism, we acknowledge
our sinfulness and the necessity of being cleansed. Ananias
said to Paul, “And now why tarriest thou, arise and be baptized
and wash away thy sins.” Peter, on the day of Pentecost, said
to the people, “Repent and be baptized every one of you for
the remission of sins.” To be baptized, then, was an acknowl-
edgment of sin, and the expression of a felt necessity to be
cleansed therefrom, or more truly the expression of a faith
that we had been cleansed already from sin through the blood
of the cross. :
Now, water was used as the ordinary element of cleansing,
either actually or ceremonially. But baptism was to express
more than a cleansing. Cleansing mi{xt be partial, and then
a partial application of water, as sprinkling or Y‘ouring, might
serve the pu , but it was to express more than this; man
is wholly  he is totally depraved; from the crown of his
head to the soles of his feet, he is whoily iven to sin, and as
such, he needs a complete cleansing. So, the emblematical ex-
pression of this cleansing is not a partial application of the
element to the subject, but by the express command of Jesus,
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a complete submersion of the subject in the cleansing element.

Again, in baptism, we express that living faith wrought in
us by the Holy Spirit, and as its consequent, our death to sin and
our resurrection to the new life in Christ. As the Israelites

- expressed their faith in Moses as their leader at the Red Sea,

by going down into and through the watery chasm, and be-
neath the cloud, and are, therefore, said to be “baptized unto
Moses in the cloud and in the sea,” so, we express our faith
in Jesus by going down into the baptismal waters, at hiscom-
mand. As we are buried beneath the waters and raised up
therefrom, we profess our belief in his death and resurrection,
and our complete dependence upon him for salvation. As he
died, was buried, rose again and liveth evermore, we believe,
which we express in our baptism, that he has the power, and
the will to raise us up also at the last day. :

But more—we profess in this same act our death to sin and -
our resurrection to a new life. The Apostle Paul, forcibly puts
both these points in the 6th of Romans, “How shall we that
are dead to sin live any longer therein? Know ye not that so
m{ﬁof us as were baptised into Jesus Christ, were baptized
into his death? Therefore, we are buried with him by bap-
tism into death; that like as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in
newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the
likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his re-
surrection; knowing this that our old man is crucified with
him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth
we shall not serve sin.” We are here said to “be baptized
into Jesus Christ” and “into his death.” 'This is an expression
of that deep truth, elsewhere expressed by the Apostle, “Ye
are dead and your life is hid with Christ in God.”  You have
cntered into his death; by it ye have died into sin and your
souls are brought into that union with Him in his death, by
which the law is satisfied and ecternal life received. But we
are also raised from the water of baptism, “as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,” which teaches
us that “we also, (by the same power,) shall walk in a new
life,” i. e. in Heaven. (MecKnight's tr:mslation.?) “For seeing
Christ and we have been planted together in baptism, in the
likeness of his death, as occasioned by sin,.certainly by being
raised out of the water of baptism, we are taught that we also
shall be planted together in the likeness of his resurrection.”
(McKnight.)

But we are taught more in this passage: “The old man is
crucified, that the body of sin might be destroyed.” “But
sorrow,” as A, J. Gordon beautifully expresses it, “can have
no place at this tomb if we stop to consider how much is put
off in this putting off our old man”—how the sin that roots
itself in that nature, the curse that clings to that nature, and
the condemnation that rests upon that nature are all swallowed
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s e.t n is bun?ed, and the death is swallow : t;}: R e

b g “And if there is a signing of t St

torl}_'l.‘m of the natural man in this rite, there is just as clearly
wa

the making over of a quit-claim upon him by a satisfied law.

o , e
i y a culprit into his grave ¥
the law ever pursue a cul A
Forhwl'xend;iex‘(]l ‘with Christ is to have died to tltlﬁ lnwl.a rdI:-d
poc l“eof blood can pursue his vietim within - e g o
an:cniﬁz:s of this city o refn_gc, the mg;ll(l:;:ce O{hce::'l::cr g
the fact of the believer having entere L oy gl il
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: t, “ Wherein also ye are risen with him t roug. -
l;‘?ltlh’c' operation of God which hath raised him from
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'lle?;ll;sse(l is he, who looking into the grave ‘;1 here l;les :ets
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m?nmt“!?coLord's Supper, as it was to be often olzso‘r\u'!ili\\ci
would expect to ﬁm‘ an_expression of the doctlr'lmﬁk‘:mwl-
nourishy the soul and cnable it to grow in grace and I;I a SR
edge of divine things. Accordingly, we have f'f;r t tl(:’ —_—
itlobu of this ordinance, “a remembrance of ( urist.” “Th;-
said, at its institution, “this do in remrmbru;-a: of ’m]:;is e
i i ' e s us; the wine G
ad sets forth his body, broken for us; ine, i c
l;:.t:{df(: us " This “mgn,wriul Sfeast” is th;* Fpe‘(‘tlﬁc i.\pl:gﬁ:l‘gl(ll
of faith in 1 e for the Atoner.
faith in the atonement, and love - iy ;
::?lth('l‘ about the table and ]mrt:;k(' of the b(:l'e.\drtr:)f‘l‘ 1\; 1;:‘(;13 :)1‘1‘1‘
i ‘alvary : cross, and ou
hearts go back to Calvary—to t 1e cross, and o
I'I:'I! (_:}lgi.ﬂt asthe suffered there for us, l){i)' ﬁ;iﬂ}l; \\' :q:e(‘i‘gn‘;l;'(:)l:
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ime and are nourighed, We remember a he I
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but all these proved futile, God knew them that
and truth held on her way and was triumphant.  We are sub-
Jject to no such trials, We have achi
for the world, that
free; have wrested from State Tyrants, and from Chuerch
Tyrants, their assumed powers and r
their religious belief, and, therefore,
to burn Baptist Herities, But we are brought under the play
of other batteries, Some now talk to us o

der the plea of a “liberar” christianity, won
leave the “old paths” on which shines the light of Bible truth,
and take our stand with them, But we belie

which obeys, «If ye love me, keep my commandments,” waxs
spoken by our King, and we know that “to obey is better than
to sacrifice.”  Others would force us from our steadfastness,
by the sneers “Bigoted,” “Iliberal” “Indecent,” “Selfish.”
But, brethren, I care for none of these things ; the grea
tion is, and ought to be, have we

have; T believe it with a deathless faith, and I, for one, shall
ever maintain it with a deathle
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faith stronger, our hopes brigner, as the memory of his pas-

sion comes into our souls, the branches draw their sug-
tenance from the vine, 8o all our spiritual nourishment comes
from Him. United tq Him, we have true life.  Out of Him,
there is no life in us,

As this union began at th

strenithened as the years move on, by our often meeting at
his table and partaking of those elements in which the light of
the cross shines with such a glow of divine love,

Such, my hearers, are the ordinances of the Church. They
were committed to her, in thejr simplicity and purity, by her
great Head and Lawgiver, and Ife expects them to be kept
by her till the flaming heavens shall reveal Mim descendin
to judge the world in righteousness, They have not been
kept in their purity, nor are they now kept, as delivered, by a
large part of the rofessed christian world, We read of “an
Uzzah, who “reached forth his hand to the ark of God and
took hold of it,” and that God smote him for his error that he
died. In the centuries since Christ, there have
Uzzahs, who have not serupled to reach forth
hands, and not only touch 5’1 i
from their fired places, and change their forms,

ou, brethren, nor with the long line of thy

ave, to-day, believe, the ordinances a
to the Apostolic Churches, This heri b
out blood. To maintain the position you to-dav ‘oceupy,
through the darkness and superstition of the past, has cost the
lives of many, of whom, the world was not worthy, For cen-
turies, the means used to foree our fathers from their i
was the faggot and the stake, or more hideous forms of death,

were his,

eved for ourselves, and
reat vietory by which conscience is made

ights to perscente men for
o more fires are lighted

charity, and un-
Id persuade us to

ve in that charity

t ques-
the TRur ? | believe we

58 devotion, for it is only
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through the church maintaining God’s ordinances in their
purity, that she can refleet her full orbed glory upon the world.

Fd{ " The Church is gloriousin her past achievements and

in the hope of her future victory. The great achievements of
the church, we cannot examine at length. The fact that she

exists now, with the same constitution, laws and ordinances

that she held in New Testament times, while the dew of youth

was upon her brow, having passed through centuries of toil, of
suffering and of high achievement, cover her with a glory, the

true light of which is seen only in heaven. The Divine Foun-
der gave not the sword into ber hands. He taught her to rely
on none of those powers, by which earthly monarchs extend
the sway of their sceptre over unwilling ‘subjects. But He
emplanted within her own bosom, a self perpetuating power.

He committed to her keeping those great doctrines, which
find their centre in the cross, and bid her go forth and preach
these to a lost world, giving the promise, “Lo, I am with you
always, even to the end of the world.” He consecrated her
to her great mission, when, on the day of Pentecost, He bap-
tized her in the sacred influences of the Holy Spirit. Thus
commissioned, thus consecrated, thus sent forth on her divine
mission, she has marched with a vietor’s tread, thongh at times
seemingly conquered along the line of these centuries, and to-
day, she unfurls her banners in every clime, and the sons of
men come flocking to her uplifted standards as they never
came before.

This long line of triumph has been marked by unceasing
struggles with her foes. Euc whence these foes ? e “Prince
of the power of the air” has stirred up all his forces to war

inst her. Principalities and Powers and the Rulers of the
darkness of this world, have used all their hellish ingenuity to
crush out her life and destroy her memory from the face of
the earth. But these were not her worst enemies. They were
her natural enemies, and against them she had clothed herself
in the “whole armor of , God.” Whenece came, then, her great-
est foes? They sprung from her own bosom ; they were once
members of her own houschold. Under the name of devotion
to her cause, they struck the hardest blows she has ever re-
ceived. .As long as she maintained her integrity and proved
faithful to her Lord, no blows from without cou d harm her.
It was only when pretended friends brought corruption into
her sacred enclosure, that her arm began to grow nerveless,
and her light to burn dim. Even in the days of the Apdstles,
these corrupters had crept in, and were bent on trying their
vain experiments to better what God had made perfect. One
of the first errors which effected a lodgment within the chureh,
was the doctrine of Baptismal regeneration, i. e., that baptism
in itself avails to the washing away of sin,—a doctrine sur-
charged with poison from the pit, and upon which, 1 am sorry

to say, a denomination of =o called reformers, in our own day,
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on the heels of this, came anoth

| > tful source of untold e jils; i -t

}:l;l):m;fn olf infants. It is easy to see how thisv ::a’u tl::e:::t:b:l

ot the first. “Baptism washes away sin,” said the

- lr)i, :al:en(c] atr:e';al;/ed but the baptized. But our infan{;

ized ; ] ave original sin, which must be
away, or dyin in in ancy, they are lost o
t. What

d(;r.we c:nn?lii baar.to have them lost. This is ::l‘::: :: :lv(i)l'i)

- will baptize them, wash away their original sin, and

thus they will be saved.” In pl -
ion which Chri : place of looking to that provis-
blood of his c:.‘::s,mt?)de for the salvation of all infants by the

ey “forsook this fountain of livi
:ggh;“;:)fg n‘:)u:v ::er l{}’he?sﬁl\]'fs ci:;‘gms, 'li)]roken cisltzgnr tal:::
ulc 1 : eve this to have bee
:: :t 4;1' infant baptism. That those who first p:a:tl;:ectlnil:
i e tht s ety st B i o
_ washed away in and by baptism
se., can be abundgutly proved by the zritin iy
g:rgneni) by the _umg)?;n testimony {f the Romft: ‘()){:%:lie: rlz
b as by the rituals of some of the more modern churches.
thegc;n’ o;xle of the ﬁr!t witnesses for the tice, declares.that
o4 thu:c . gave baptism to infants for the forgiveness of sin
e ‘d there were nothm%)in infants that wanted forgive:
e n t(tlxercy, the grace of baptism would be needless to
e ’fo:n ft: ‘the same t sgake many ancient witnesses.
S I;'e sing to ac and practice this substitute for
v ap:::em, found 6n error, the blood of our fathers
- ‘An n shed profasely by the persecuting powers of
ukeput. l d yet we are exhorted to gget the to for-
— o‘m;l ggg cherished principles, drawn from the word of
o ol:l. w at the feet of this Dagon, set up in the house of
thr 3 Shall we do it, brethren? Never. “If 1 forget
- ;e, , Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. ~If
0 not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of
mmeout.h, if I grel:er not Jerusalem-above my chief joy.”
arching in the line of these corrupting influences comes
nll:other, but ndt until the church had been rent in twain, and
:i (;):et:eh(i,nf&l:t:g::d i'ort }txhe p;:rity of the church stood on one
® ! on the other; not until i i
ehurch of Christ had separated from those whot:‘:ro:"g;:.i?lg
the door for error, soon became the “« Mother of Harlots, who
made herself “drunken with the blood of the saints.” This
error was “the Union of Church and State.

Early in the fourth century, Constantine the Great, who
ruled over the whole Roman Empire, embraced the christian
religion, and this is considered by many as the most fortuitous
event that could have occurred. But 1 believe it one of the
direst that ever cursed the world. For he consummated that
unholy alliance between the Church and the State, from which
as from a bitter fountain, has flowed one continuous stream of

delight to feed. Fast u
which has been the fruit

e
)
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ill. It gave power and influence to the errors already received,
ve license to, and accelerated the introduction of others, un-
til soon the Chureh, so called, was covered over with a dark
cloud of ignorance and superstition, while within was fester-
ing corruption of the darkest hue. And men write the history
of this abomination and call it the History of the Christian
Church. I tell you to-day, God had cast out this wicked Har-
lot, and her history is, in no proper sense, the history of Iis
Church. ‘That history remains, ‘to a great extent, unrecorded,
save as written in lines of blood—the blood of martyred
saints—which stretches like a golden thread through the cen-
turies that bind the present with the past. This unholy alli-
ance placed the sword in the hands of ecclesiastical tyrants,
who claimed authority over the consciences of men. They
soon made their hands red with the blood of the followers of
. Jesus, and drove the true church into the wilderness, where,
according to prophecy, she was to remain a thousand twohun-
dred and three score days, or 1260 years. I know not at what
time we ought to place the flight of the church, but fixing it
in the century of Constantine, and adding 1260 {'ears, it brings
us down to the century of Roger Williams, t wrough whose
““labors, the bands between Church and State, forged by the
Roman Emperor, were first sundered. In the Eastern world,
a Roman peror, covered with renown, and swaying the
scepter of universal empire, forged these bands, which, tyrants
coming after him, delighted to make yet more secure. But,
under God, it was reserved for an exile, driven from his home
on account of his religious belief, and that, too, by professed
christians, who themselves, had fled from persecution; it was
reserved for him to establish, in the wilds of America, the first
State under the can&gy of heaven, that gave:to her citizens
complete religious liberty. This crown—and before it pales the
diadems of the monarchs of this world—sits upon the brow of
Rhode Island. Roger Williams placed it there, and through
the labors of John Clark, Charles the Second by  the charter
of 1663, made it secure. And from this centre has gone an in-
fluence in ever widening circles, that has blessed not only our
own land, but those beyond the sea. The mighty principles
for which Williams struggled, then reposing in the l!)’osoms of
the few, now find a ready echo in almost every heart, and are
acknowledged in the fundamental laws of man lands. But
whence did Williams draw these principles ? \z;erc they first
enunciated by him? We answer, no! They had always been
the faith of the Baptists, and since the Reformation, had been
struggling into notice. In 1611, the year our English Bible was
first lssneﬁ., the Baptists of London published their “Confession
of Faith,” in which these principles were distinetly announced.
Leonard Busher, a Baptist, printed, in 1614, the first modern
treatise on religious lii[))erty. In 1615, a London Baptist church
published a treatise entitled, “Persccution for Religion Judged
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:1:1 g::!nde:rin&d. In 1620, another work was published. Tt
“nnjust!pe lolm:i to the Klgg, of many of his loyal subject
o tz IS" e ‘z‘\nabaptmu,” persecuted and conﬁneJd in
thorsg:f th.ru;on, only for differing in religion” “The -
b < dls w}’lork were denied the use of ink and r l?:t.
iy sr; pt:)::sm;lrllc&dtﬂlem wig: m.il:t, corked tﬁzpebc:ttles
ing afterwards held to the fi Bodncndirsnetengp oy bk
Roger Williams says of this ﬁelﬁfiﬁ? B o e e
him.t’:) r}r,ulk were answered in blood.” This ug;ationsslrm-
. dave been a student of those persecuted Baptists OF
— tﬁ{, v:::-(l)r(]l alo;ne for those principles which l::fter;':rd(;
_— and covered his name with imperishable re-
. When Religious Liberty had found vithi
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it still goes on produein vgonder'f aln ha.“e b
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o said, “Upon this rock I will build m
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-4 e Baptist churches enshrine these doctrines, laws an
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- ry, under different names, stretches from Apostolic
imes down to the present, and that she will continue to main-
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i i bW itted them to
i i e integrity, till Hé who commit
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yhr:n (gm‘;: ha??sllil.is Disciples, aqg_ t.hils' oaxenesssv;;sanot a:
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- ble stand alone in its authority

~be esthblished throughout t
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one so close and visible that it should compel the faith of the
{ world. For such a union all true christians lon and pray.
- I believe it is coming, not by “Evangelical alliances,” or
“christian #nion,” where the basis of union.is com romise ;
these are but the expressions of a desire in the right irection,
i e., towards union, and which see

¢ ks to accomplish God’s pur-
pose before the time, and outside of His ordained means.

Truth, the Bible, alone can serve as a successful basis of
Union, and men are moving towards this centre of truth,
Some, it it true, are drifting farther off, but the main current
is setting in this direction. Men are more and more disposed

to square their faith by the Bible, rather than by creed. The
old foundations are being examined and there may soon be an
upheaval in which creeds and rituals shall perish, and the Bi-

: dver the religious faith and
practices of men.

When this shall have been accomplished, the greater part of
the way towards that perfect union prayed for by the Saviour,
will have been passed over. For, when men, t irowing aside
all prejudices, come to the Bible with a sincere desire to learn
the truth and prayerfully search its clear pages, they cannot
long remain in doubt. It gives forth no uncertain sound. It
is because our “ears are dnll of hearing,” that we remain in-
sensible to the clear harmony of its music. Will it not be a

gloriousstriumph for the Church when the principles of the

“Gospel of the Son of God,” in their original simplicity, shail

he whole world, and christians
everywhere shall acknowledge, teach and practice “ One Lord,
One Faith, and one Baptism.” The effect of such a union
upon the world cannot be estimated. It would enwreathe the
Cmrch in a glory so dazzling, that before its light the dark-
ness of heathenism would soon melt away and the arms of all
her foes fall nerveless to their sides, while she, arrayed thus in
her beautiful garments, would march on gloriously to her final
triumph, when heaven and earth shall be shaken with the
thundering of those mighty voices, exclaiming, “Alleluiah ; for
the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and re-
Joice, and give honor to Him; for the marriage of the Lamb is
come, and his wife hath made herself ready.” That victory,
brethren, is not yet won. We, as soldiers of the Great Cap-
tain of our Salvation, march to its accomplishment. Let us
be faithful to the trust reposed in us. Stand firmly by his,
commands. In our lives, endeavor to illustrate that righteous-
ness which is by faith in his atoning blood, and with all the
powers God has given us, labor for the extension of his king-
dom and the honor and glory of his name among the children
of men, “looking for that blessed hope and the glorious ap-
pearing of the Great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ,”
“who having sanctified and cleansed His Church with the
washing of water by the word,” now “presents it to himself a
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lorious Church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing,”
Eut holy and without blemish, “grrayed in fine linen, clean and zggggugggggg TEEPIOFFFES
white, ﬁe leads her gloriously triumphant into the marriage : hgigé’;ﬁ_gga ?g,ﬁvﬁw EEE ;
supper of the Lamb.” g = Eg"ggg;’;’;_ﬂ_; §: gigi-vaé g i
‘And we, brethren, if ugealed unto the day of redemption,” SeEn (5 Szif: S | SRS AR ¢ 3 I
shall be there, in that throng of blood-washed saints, to wit- SRR 1§ Ve P el r g : 4
ness and to sh;? t‘lﬁe trimtlllgh C(;f 0\1‘!1' King, and the glorious J y 3o HEE A : 243 : :
exaltation of His Bride, the Church. T RSGrETISEE a5 SECERESCTE iiiiiiiil
F Methinks I see her now, clad in the robes of salvation and : ;éggggEigié§§§§§§,§5;—§§§§§§§E§;%§EE
led by her glorious King, approaching the New Jerusalem, o | §§§§==?3§§?§93ﬁ:?§g;g§%§,§59§§;1” 7
whose walls of jasper glitter with ten thousand times ten thou- Qi Mgl BT PTG B RRRT R BYAM: £ 52 -
sand gems, and from which the glory of God shines with héa- . | ST IR ST [RREERE ¢ A 5
venly splendor. As theg approach, I hear the voice of the { g AELE SpeERBeiabe : i
Redeemer as the voice o man-waters,andastheshoutofa L IR R AR Ak %
victorious army exclaiming, ift up your heads, ob, yegates, [ | gocamge: (%
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