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PROCEEDINGS,

Ocronsn 8th, 1870,

The Ranta Fee River Baptist Association met at 11 o'clock, with Providence
Church, Bradford County, The introductory sermon was preached by Bro.
M. N. Strickland, from Titus 11—14. After a short intermission, the delegates
assembled in the old honse. The Association was called to order by brother Wm.
Johnson, the former Moderator. Prayer by Rev. J. H. Tomkies The letters
from the churches were read, and the names of delegates enyolled. Bro. Bishop
made some statements in regard to the Palatka Church. Bro. A.J. Huchingson
was received as delegate from Falling Creck Church.

Gainesville and Mt. Zion Churches petitioned for membership in the Associa-
tion, and were received.

The following officers were elected for the ensning year: Moderator, Wm.
Johnson ; Secretary, J. H. Tomkies; Treasurer, Robert Turner. On motion of
Bro. F. C. Johnson, the Association then spent one-half hour in devutiosal exor-
cisges, ‘—

Proceeded to appoint committees.

On Preaching—DBrethron Perry and Massey, with the Pastor and Deacons of
Providence Church.

On Sunday Schools—Brothren McCallum, Luther, and J. W. Thomas.

On Letters and Queries—Brothron Jones, Chambers, and Strickland.

Ow Finamee—Brethren James Turner, Thos. C. Ellis, and W. P. C. Hardin.

On Nominations—Brethren R. Turner, Edge and Buchanan. ¢

On Deceased Ministers rnd Deacons—Brethren Chambers, Cannon, and Becks.

On Systematic Bewevolence—Brothren McCallum, F. C. Johnson, and E. B. Tim-
mons.

On Missions—Brothren Bishop, R. R. Moore, and A. J. Huchingson.

The Associstion then adjourned to meet at 9 1-2 o'clock Monday morning.
Prayer by Bro. E. B. Timmons.

SUNDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 9.

The Missionary Sermon was preachod by Bro. P. P. Bishop, after which $24.25
were collected for Missions. Brothor F. C. Johnson preached in the afternoon.

MONDAY MORNING, OOTOBER 10.

Phe Association met, and after devotional exercises procesded to businese. The
Minutes of Saturday were read and The Wﬁunw‘mh
wns received snd read. The circular was received, read, and
orderod to be printed in the Minutes. Committee on Letters and Querigs made
A which was received and adopted.

Articles of Faith, etc., under which the Association was constituted, wers
ordered to be priated in the Minutes. [The Articles of Faith which were printed
in the Minutes last year, there by mistake.] The Committes appoint-
od at the last Association: to visit Shilah Church, No. One, reported through Bro.
‘Wm. Johnson : which' report was received the Committee discharged. It
was moved by J. H. Tomkies that the Association withdraw fellowship from
Shiloh Church, No. One, which was earried with one dissenting voice.

The Committes on Missions veported through Bro. Bishop, which Report was
weceived and adopted. i

The Committes on Sunday Schools made a Report, which was received and
alopted, and the following resolution passed :

Rewslosd, That & Committos be appointed to u-hnsuﬂpltha&l
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Association for the location of the %, S. Boand «'mltenhululal in the Report of the
Committee on Sunday Sehools ; also the names of brethren to compore said Board,
and that they report to the 8. 8. Convention to assemble to-night.

Drothren E. B. Timmons, R. Turner, C. B. Jonez, B. W, Becks and 11. B,
MeCallum constituted said Committes.

The Committee ofy Nominations made a Report, which was received and
adopted.

A small colloetion was made in cash and pledges, for the Tlome Mission Society
of New York to the amount of :

In regmid to the petitions from several churches of the Association wsking for
lotters of digmission to form a new a\ssociation, the following resolution was
prssod :

Femlred, That we recomnize the right of thess Churches to withdraw from
us. At the ssme time we aarnestly recommend to them to reconsider their
request, and invite then to send.delogates to onr next anniversary, :

Adjournad.

AFTERNOOX,

After devotional exercises the Association procesded to husiness. The Com-
mittee on Systematic Benevolenco red. Remarks were made by Brethren
McCallum, F. (. Johnson, Mooye an Fdge, and the report was adopted. The
Report of the Committee on Finance was read and adopted.  Delegates were ap-
pointed to the Baptist State Convention, viz: F. (. Johnson, K. Chambers, A,
J. Huchingson, J. W. Thomas, J. J. Higginbotham, A. MeHan, C. B, Jones, .
K. Moore, . P. Luther, W. Johnson, and J. H. Tomkies. The Association then
adjourned to weet 9 1-2 o'clock, Tuesday morning.  Prayer by Bro. Rilas Weeks.

TUESPAY MORNING, OCTOBER 11,

The Association met and engaged in prayer with Bro. E. B. Timmons. The
Report of the Committee on Deepased Ministers and Deacons was read and
adopted,  The Report of the Executive Committee was read and adopted.

Resoleed, That the next annual session of the Association be held with the
Lake City Chuvel.'

The same Executive Committen was re-tlocted, with the addition of Bro. H. B,
McCallum, and the Committor was instructed to write to the American Bap.
Pub. Society, and to the . M. Board of the Southern Bap. Convention, and en-
hmdeM arrangements to employ & Missionary and Colporteur within
our

Appointed Corvesponding Messeh to the Alachua Association, viz: E. B,
Timmons, ‘.H. Tomkies, C. B. F"onu. Wm. Johnson, B. W. Becks, M. N.
Strickland, Sheffield, P. P. Bishop, J, M. Brown, and J. R. Bmith.

Bro. Bishop was appointed (! '*Hwbmhm

On motion, the application of Missionary Funds was discussed at some length.

Resolved, That this Association request all the brethren when returg
home, to endeavor to stir up the churches to moro zeal M.lymﬁ%iouh
raising funds to liquidate the debt now hanging over us, and to #id the Board to
continue to send ont Missionarics, o

The following bfethren promised to give ton dollars each for Missions, payable
eme-half Jan. 1st, 1871 : Kinsey, Chambers, A. J. H L. 8. Moore, V. C.
Johnson, 8. Rheffield, E. R Timmons, B, W, Becks, H. B. o.P.
Luther, E. B. Hickson, R. R. Moore, K. 1), Fidge, J. D, Mﬂv and_John
Roberts.  Bro. Jax. Lewis promised five, und brother J. W ing, twenty.
Beother . 0. Iligginbotham puid five,

Bro. . B. McCallum was appointed to write the next Circular Letter,

b

\

Ressloed, 'That the Sunduy School Convention hareafter mest on Sunday after.
noon duting the session of Q{Iﬂ Association.

The Clork was instructed to have 700 eopies of the Minutes printed, and (hat
he receive $25 for hin sorvices.

Revolved, ‘That Churches noglocting to send money for Minutes hereafter, when
reprosented in the Association will fail te get any.

After a unanimous vote of thanks to the members of Providence Church, the
Assoctation adjourned to meet with the Lake City Churchon Saturday before the
second Sunday in October, 1871, The Association gave place one hour for the
8. 8. Convention. A hymn was sung, the parting hand given, and prayer offer-

ed by Bro. K. Chambers.
gl i WAL JOHNSON Moderator.
J. H. TOMKIES, Secretary.
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APPENDIX.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES, &c.

ON LETTERS, &c.

The Committee on Tetters and Queries beg leave to report that upon examina-
tion of the Letters we would first submit to the 'body the petitions of many
churches to withdeaw from this Association that they might form another. Inas-
much as these churches are located within the central bounds of this Association,
we are of the opinion that the principal reason for w ithdrawing will not be a
remedy for the object sought after. :

Wl& regard to certain objections to our Articles of Faith, we would only sub-
mit the subject to the body. < SRR

Wo farther submit to your consideratibn the continuation of our Missionaries
in their respective fields, (. B. JONES, Chairman,

ON MISSIONS.

Your Committes on Missions report as follows: We find that the Iabors of our
Associational Missionaries have heen productive of great good. The churches
which have beer: supplied by those brethren express their gratitude in strong
terms, and ask that they may contiune to receive such aid. Your Committeo
deem it highly important that this Association should sustain missionary labor
within its own bounds. At the same time they feel called npon to advise against
the employment of lahorers unless it is reasonably certain that the sums promised
them will be promptly paid. Christian organizations, as Churches and Associa-
tions, should never fuil to illustrate the excellence of Christiunity in ﬂw h'lthful
fulfillment of their engagements. As to tho general missionary work within the
state we are cheered by the spirit which is manifested by the American Baptist
Home Mission Society, and we heartily recommend the continued co-operation of
the Baptist Conyention of the State of Florida with that Society. s

"The canse of Foreign Missions is ono which should be dear to every christian
heart, and although it is not possible for the Baptists of Florida at present, to
contribute larzely for that object, it is our duty to maintain a lively interest in it ;
to remember it in our daily prayers, and as (iod shall prosper us in the future, to
give it our pecuniary support. P. P. BISHOP, Chairman.

ON SUNDAY SCHOOLS.

Your Committes on Sunday Schools present the following repert: The eause
of Sunday Schools is now enlisting the waymest sympathies and hest energies of
onr wisest and mosf earnest christian workers. The motto inseribed upon the
banners of most of onr stato orsunizations is, A Sunday School in every Baptist
Chureh,” and to the accomplishment of this purpose they are moving steadily
forward.

Lot us not, brethren, be hehind in this t work. Let this same pn
inspire? rts, and let us rest not tilq':\ seo & flonrishing Sundhy Sehool
in every h within the bounda of our Association, To accomplish this, sys-
tematic and earnest effort ix yequired

Your Committes are glad to stato that from the reports sent up there seems to
be & cheering inerease in the number of our Sunday Schools. No. of schools
veported last voar. 10, No. of scholars and teachors, 363. No. of schools this
year, 15. No. of scholavs and teachers, 462, being an increaso of five schools and
nincty-nine scholars and teachers.  Your Committen wonld earnestly
all schools not now taking, 1o subscribe for Kind 1ords, published at Memphis,

6
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Tenn., Ly the 8. 8. Board of the 8. Bap. Convention, and we would also vocom-
mend all t\lch-ul‘s to take the Boptist 1e r‘«rrlm’, published at Philadelphi

Yonr Committee would also most cwnestly recommend the creation of a 8, S,
BDoard at mlu:_centrnl point, whose duties shall be to stir up the cheliches to more
earnest effortsyin this t work by correspondence or ot is0 ;, to open up a
correspondence with yarious publishers of 8, 8, Books, and make arrange-
ments to supply schools on as fuvorable terms as can be obtained ; to securo funds
to aid weak sehools, und that all our schools order books through’this Board.

: : 1L B, McCALLUM, Chairman.

ON NOMINATIONS.

. The Committee on Nominations present the following re : To preach the
ll‘lh'll‘\l_dm" sermon, brother F. C. Johnson; alternate, Brother R. R. Moore.
The Missionary sermon, brother J. il. Tomkies, alternate. H. B. McCallum.

R. TURNER, Chaigman.

ON SYSTEMATIC BENEVOLENCE.

The subject of Systematic Benevolence i one in which every Christian ought
to be interested. Dut when we consider the small amounts sent up by the
churches for the various objects of benevolenco onr hearts are made to ache, and
we are compelled to believe that the churches are not alive to their duty, and the
future must be dark unless this apathy that seems to bind the churches is shaken
off. 'We are glad to believe that the small amounts sent up is not caused by
inability of the churches to give, nor from a disposition not to give, but from
want of consideration on the part of members, and of some systematic plan of
collecting on the part of churches.  Whatever our plans are, they ought to em-
bruce every member of the clinreh,  Small contributions from the many, rather
than large ones from the few, slways hus yielded the greatest results. Besides,
your Committec hold gizing as u part of worship, and no Christian ought to be
n:oti-ﬂed with him or herself unless he has given something to the Lord during
the year.

Y)our Committee would recommend the scriptural plan of weekly contributions
as the best. It is set forth by the Apostle Paul in 1 Cor. xvi. Chap. 1-2 verses.
Where this is impracticable your Committee would recommend that thoso
in planting, set apart at the beginning of the year a certain portion of and
plant and cultivate it with a view of giving the proceeds of it to the church.

H. B. McCALLUM, Chairman.

ON FINANCE.

The Committee on Finunce make the following report :
Amount sent up from the Churches—

l"orllumm. $ a7 00
*  Missions. SO Se SIS ORI e L
R I I . v 5 v s a e n e v A AN, S AW 4 RN AR 24 25

MRS ARl O ... .. vi .iis sandnsinennnarsnae SR SRR . §148 40

JAMES A, TURNER, Chairman.
ON DECEASED MINISTERS, &e.

T'he Committee on Decensed Ministers and Deacons have had the same under
consideration. We learn that Elder Samuel Guthery, and Deacon George Pin-
darvis, have died during the present year.  Brother Guthery has been in the Min-
istry o goodly number of yvears, aud has heen a zenlous anddevoted servant of kis
Master, and while we mouin his loss, we rejoice that our loss is his eternal gain.

Brother Pindarvis has served Sharon Church as a faithful Deacon for many
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vears, and will be remembered with feelings of lov. \
n-willlininlrh‘sumy of his Lrethren. e WIHSEIE T vun -

2

Resolved, That as n body, we ’ e Wi 4
Seniie of thaso decvansd W&’.l)mthn ith the bereaved -hurches
K. CHAMBERS, Chaivman.

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

Your Committee make the followi Iti futi
that brethren E._B. Tanmons, and B. W, 'u:amb::’ﬁ'umm'ngm.: ey
ries within our bwmh cl_unm; Ohe“'rn-em year, for which we engaged to pay
them $300 cach. Bro. Timmons' field was enlarged after entering it..inml‘:e"-
qmd:hh.hqmw{‘in;mod by the amount of $75. In March we
BETvices o . Moore, i
ww i dkﬂfm‘Am-iﬂ;ﬁtm. u portion of his time, to labor in the
o fo ul to our Heavenly Father that his blessing has
ll:hu.' of these brethren. We give a condensed roport of their hbol:miﬁ%e
- Timmons travelled 1950 miles ; preached 115 sermons ; delivered 9 lectures ;
aptized 36 ; roceived by experience, 3 ; ied 15 stations ; aided in the con.
uhtnn'?:n”o( ‘t.o‘!nolcm-h. und the ordination of five Deacons, T
W, truy iles ; proache F
e o S 0 it 5 s e
* . R. Moore travelled over 600 miles ; preached 100 sermons; deli
mﬂd.) School :ﬁ“nm; baptized 9, and assisted in e i

; the ordination of one
Bro Timmons has collected and received from
886 75, and Bro. Moore, $46 80, The felds occupied by thess brothren Joors
their continuance. Al nu‘i‘%‘m%esox,

K ERS,
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION.

Turspay, Ocr. 11, 1870,
The Association gave place one hour for the § 8. Convention, which was called
to order by the Moderator, Rev. E. B. Timmons. The following schools were
veported ux in operation during the year: '

==
HHE
SCHOOLS. DELEGATES, SUPERINTENDENTS. | & - &2
. t ;
Providence. .... .... .. 'R. TS | T [T 300 5 | 35
Penial ......... I “B. W. Becks. .. ....|J. W. Thomas.....| 30| 4 | 34
Ry J. H. Tomkies...... W. R. White....... 42| 5 | 47
R s - - s v v nrin E. B. Timmons. ...|B. E. Strickland .....| 25| 4 | 29
Bethel ...............|A. Prevatt. .... ....|F. C. Johnson.. ....| 38 7|46
Bethesda ... ... 1o "E. Wilkinson. . .... B A s idss s 231 2| 25
] E. W. Geiger .....| 15| 3 | 18
‘obb House ... .. ...|F. M. Weeks. .....|[John Vinzant.. ....| 57| 2 | 66
lake Oty ... -.or oot 1. B. MeCallum.. .. [H. B. McCallum....| 17 8119
Pine Grove ... ....... | E. A. Mooge... ...: 30| 2 | 32
Bethlehem. ....... ... |K. D. Edge.... ... |K. D. Edge........ 25 4 | 29
Sharon ...... ....\J. J. Higginbotham|A. Pindarvis .....| 17 3 | 20
Noname..... : ... |K. Chambers... .. T. W. Getzen .... .. 33| 2| 35
M. Creek : g | i d
a limm-h% Monthly...|J. A. Lewis ... ... |J. A ,h‘"s““ 27! »2 29

SReveral short spesches were made by different brethren. The Committee ap-
pointed by the Association was received, and reported through Bro. McCallum,
which report was received and adopted :

Having been appointed a Committee by the Associntion now in session, to
recommend to your body the creation of a S. 8. Board at some convenient point ,
also to nominate suitable persons for that Board, whose duty it shall be to stir up
the churches to greater zeal in the Sunday School canse by corespondence, or
otherwise ; to correspond with the various publishers of 8. 8 books, and make ar-
yangements for supplying the schools with books on the most reasonable terms,
Sc. wonld beg Jeave to report to your body that they have considered these
yarious points, and would suggest Lake City as a suitable place, and brethren H.
B. MeCallum, K. Chambers, R. R. Moore, K. D. Fdge, L. 8. Moore, and O. P.
Juther, as a snitable Board.

E. B. TIMMONS,

¢, B. JONES,

R. TURNER,

B. W. BECKS,

H. B. MctCALLUM, Committee.

1 to send del

o

It was moved that the different Sunday Schools be req
and written statistics of their school to the next Convention.
‘Then sidiourned to meet in Lake City during the meetin of the Association in
October, 1871. E. B. TIMMONS, Moderator.
J. H. TOMKIES, Secratary.
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE SANTA FEE RIVER
BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

Anrrticte I. This Body shail be denominated the Santa Fee River Huptist
Association.

Awnricre 11, It shall be composed of such Churches as hold to the doctrine of

Human Depravity ; the Atonement of Christ ; the election to Etcrnnl Life; Re-
generation and Perseverance of the Saints : Baptism by immersion of the person
in water, administered to none but professed bekievers, and the Lord's Supper in-
tended for those only who have been regularly admitted intothe vigible ¢ hurch.

Armicre 111, We take the only living and true God, in three Persons— Father,
Son and Holy Ghost—to be one God.

Armicre [V. We take the Seriptures of the Old and New Testament, to be the
only rule of Faith and Practice, both in the concerns of religi-n, and the general
affairs of life, and particularly for transacting the affairs of our Churches,

AnricLe V. We take the Church of Christ to be a congregation of faithful per-
sons, who live in fellowship, snd have given themselves to the Lord and to one
another, in cordial agreement to observe holv discipline, in conformity with the
requirements of the Seriptures. #

Anmicre VI. We take Jesus Christ to be the Great Head of the Church, and
the only one given ; that the government under Him 1s with the body, and is the
privilege of esch individual member ; that spiritual discipline with an eve singie
to the glory of God, must greatly conduce to the final prosperity and union of the
* hurches.

AnticLe VII. In view of the increase of fraternal love, knowledge, usefulness,
and efficiency which must ucerue from an association of Churches, in cordial union
upon the principles of the Gospel, we have sought to be thus united, that by indi-
vidual and collective nction, we may best subserve the great objects of the Re-
deemer’s Kingdom ; and the concurrence of two-thirds will dissolve the connec-
tion.

Arricre VILL This Association shall have power to withdraw its connection
from any Church which shall act contrary to the teachings of the Holy Scrip-
tures, *

ArricLe IX. New Churches wishing to be admitted.into this body, shall peti-
tion by letters and messengers, and upon examinatian, it found orthodox ard or-
derly shall be admitted, by receiving the right hand of fellowship of the Mode-
rator.

ArricLe X. No Church shall have a right to more than two delegates nntess
she shall exceed cne Hundred in membership, and then shall be entitled to one
additional delegate tor every fifty, after the first hundred.

ArricLe XI. Every query sent to the Association by any (‘hurch in its union,
shall be read and put to vote by the Moderator. whether it shall be debated, and
if there shall be a majority in favor it shall be taken up and debated, but if not,
it shall be withdrawn ; Provided, always, that those be first considered which
effect the union of the Churches, .

Articte XII. Every motion made aud seconded shall come under the observa-
tion of the Association. un ess withdraw n by the mover.

ArricLe XIIT. Every member who speaks shall rise from his seat, and wddress
the Moderator, and shail not be interrupted unless he depart from the subject.

Awrricte XIV. No person shall ::Fenk more than three times upon one subject
without &rmmon of the body. The constitution of this body may be altered
or amended by the concurrence of two-thirds of its members.

ArticLe XV. No member shall absent himself without leave of the Moderator.

ArticLe XVI It shall be the first business of this Association to provide tor
the general union of Churches; second, to provide for the destitution of the
Churches and Districts, by missionary aid; third, to keep up a correspondence
with other Associations of like faith and order, that a chain of communication

may be hplmt\_'ul among the Churches; fourthly, to give the Churches the best
advice they can in matters of difficulty. "

11
CIRCULAR LETTER.

PRAY WITHOUT CEASING.

Prayer has been well defined, the offering up of our desires unto God for things
ayreenble to His will, in the name or through the intercession of Jesus Chri
the help of the Holy Spirit, with a confession of qur sins, and a thankful stknowi-
edgement of his mercies. Every relation we sustain to Jehovah, whether as
Creator, Preserver, Benefactor or Redeemer, has an excellency and loveliness,
that the sincere and fervent prayer of faith can only unveil so as to make -
ent, the several und «-olhmur glories of the whole.  Without prayer we mn.'m
no proper estimate of the yalue of human existence, as it is comprehended in the
cconomy of grace, connected also as it is, with the vision of God and eternal life.
** Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man,
the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.” The Divine
atonement made Ly suflerings und blood for the remission of sins, and to effect
reconeiliation and complete redemption by the sacrifice of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, is a treasury of infinite love, which stands closed up, until opened
by a spirit of humble, contrite prayer and faith. In the exercise of such a spirit,
its inexhaustable stores are brought out and appropriated to the suppliant, who
bows before the mercy seat. Nothing can supersede the necessity of prayer.
Preaching, reading, hearing, singing, meditation, liberality, almsgivings, with all
other duties and privileges, however valuable and essential, sh they be unat-
tended and unsanctified by prayer, are as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal.
It is an inconceivable honor conferred upon the redeemed that they should be
advanced to fellowship with the Father and the Son Jesus Christ. Prayer is the
only direct mediom through and by which, we commune and have converse
“with Him in whom we live, and move, and have vur being.” How frequently
are ‘we commanded, warned and admonished in the inspired Word to pray, “to
be instant in prayer.” T ** pray without ceasing.” The testimony of Christ to
Panl was conelusive of his discipleship: ** Behold he prayeth.” Praying and
procuring spivitual blessings, are inseparable, standing in the relations of cause
and effect.  ** Likewise the spirit also helpeth our infirmities ; for we know not
what we should pray for as we ought ; but the Spirit itself maketh intercession
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.” We now proceed to the con-
sideration of personal, intercessory and public prayers. By personal prayers, we
understand such as we enguge in exclusively in our own beh:l:d We daily and
hourly feel our neel of looking to God for help and strength, and are encouraged
to do so, by the promise: ** And as thy days, so shall thy strength be.” Have
we already attained: are we already perfect ? do we consider ourselves wholly
sanctified in spirit, soul and body ¢ " do we believe that in our case, Divine Grace
und the Holy Spirit are no longer needed to mete us for the inheritance of the
saints in hight ¥ If such be our strong delusions, we wonder notthat we have
restrained pruyer.  Be not deceived : we need at this moment, the humble, fervent
urgent prayer for gruce, mercy und peace, through the blood of Jesus, in as high &
degree as we did in the day of our espousals. Cease praying and you cease fight-
ing; cease praying und God withdraws his Hoiy Spirit ; cease praying and the
iord Jesus Christ has no work that you can perform to the advancement of his
cause and his wory.  Your charch, your family, and your neighbors, must look
elsewhere for an examplar and spiritnal assistance. Private personal prayer is as
indispensab'e wnd essential to our sanctification and efficiency, as inhaling the
stmosphere is to our physical vitality, growth and sustenance. = Next we consider
intercessory prayer us oceupying higher grounds, giving evidence of greater spir-
itual love and enlargement.  “ The effectnal, fervent prayer of a righteous man
avuileth much.”  He who has so little regard for his own soul, and its i
s to neglect his private devotions, will never feel sufficient interest in the
of God and the salvation of his family and his neighbors, to become an inter-
cessor. Lot us proceed, lastly. to the daty and privilege of supplication in public,
or mthe assemblies of the saints. The shortest prayer recorded with the testi-
mony of hvine approval, was in the Jewish Temple : * God be merciful to me, a
sinner.”  Surely there is no dweller in the honse of the Lord, but can give
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utterance (o this praygr, and even extend the supplications for mercy to his breth-
ren and friends, with the addition of thanksgivings for all we have received
How many of us might go down to our houses justified, but from eauses or con-
siderations, which will never be approved. We utter no prayer before God in his
sanctuary. “ We know our duty, but wedo it not.” This timid and sinful non-
mmplialim with a privilege so fraugnt with spiritual benefit to ourselves and
others, we regard, as a duty that may be dispensed with in our own case.  Mak-
ing all allowances for those disadvantages which are usually resorted to as apolo-
gies and excuses, no child of God, who has duly reflected upon the subject, can
escape the tepronches of his own conscience, with the pblican’s example before
him. Religion, if “ pure and undefiled,” must be made manifest by action and
expression ; to be efficient, it will have to be manly and operative. There must be
an outgoing of christian love and benevolence in some form. ** From the abun-
dance of the heart the mouth speaketh,” * For the love of Christ constraineth
us.”  David said “ I have not refrained my lips ; G Lord, thou knowest, | have
not hid Thy righteousness within my heart ; I have declared Thy faithfulness
and thy salvation ; I have not concealed Thy loving kindness and thy trath from
the great congregations.” Give me a membership distingunished for a spirit of
sincere, constant and fervent prayer, and 1 will show yon a city set upon a lull,
and a body of valiant soldiery in full armor, that it would be folly to besiege and
madness to fight against  1f from the quarries which surround every chureh,
there is found one stronger and more prosperons than all others, by continued
additions of * lively stones,” you may rest assured, that prayer has handled the
spade, and faith has been the vehicle of conveyance. How vain are our expecta-
tions from learning, zeal and eloquence, unaccompaniesd by the united prayers of
the Church; how unjust, if not eruel, to charge the want of success to the minis-
ter of our choice, who labors faithfully without an Aaron and Hur to stay up his
feeble hands. My brethren, you desire evidences, ever increasing evidences of
your discipleship : you have seasons of painful anxiety. whether vour zeal, faith
and service proceed trom a real union with Christ. How often does the question
agitate your breast : “ Do I love the Lord or no,—am I His or am I not.” Be-
lieve me, there is but one remedy for this paintul want of assurance. Your
only recourse, is daily, earnest, heartfelt prayer. Ease and quietness of mind
proceeding from any other quarter, will most certainly prove fallacious. You
desire a household of faith, the salvation.of those committed to your care, nuiture
and admonitions ; let prayer and praise, as sweet incense, ascend morning and
evening from your family altars. You respect and honor vour minister: hear
him on your heart before the mercy seat, and forget not that von are closely iden-
tified with his good and evil, while he occupies the position of yonr undersphep-
herd, Consider those with whom you are united in church fellowship, purchus-
od of the same blood, children of the same Almighty Father. with whom vou
anticipgte spending an eternal companionship of loveand service.  Tu condlnsion,
dear brethren, let each esteem himself as wholly .dentificd with the «hurch of
Christ upon earth, and consecrated to his service.

ist up " You have been preserved from
all iniquity. to be a peculipr people, zealous in the advancement of His Kingdom,

* Peace on earth, and good will to men.”  Your obligations, privileges, promises,
and prosjects, imperatively demand your entire consecration to Him © who hath
called yon, with a holy calling,” that you might be thesons and daughters ot the
Lord Almighty.
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