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MINUTES

MESSENGERS OF THE :\SSOCIAT*O‘\'

ville: v. R. L. Craft; Sister R. L. Craft; Brother and

Ad;i:lt:e‘rll{:alil{:; Brother and Sister Mizell; Brother Hubert
Saunders and Brother C. D. Cole.

Brooksville: Rev. Wm. B. Thirlwell; W. F. Whittle; T. J. K.
Funderburk: Ira Clark; W. B. Gittings; Dr. G. R. Creek-
more: Pierce Kimbrough; Mrs. Wm. B. Thirlwell; Mrs.
Gus Schultz: Mrs. Archie Whatley; Mrs. E. K. Dyson; Mrs.
H. E. Bracey: Mrs. John Hilburn; Mrs. C. M. Emerson; Mrs.
F. P. Newell: Mrs. R. E. McCleery; Mrs. W. E. Oxley: Mrs.
G. R. Creekmore and Mrs. J. V. Tidwell.

Bushnell: Rev. J. P. Bennett; W. E. Crum; Lee R. Hayes:
Mrs. J. P. Bennett; Mrs. J. H. Hughes; Mrs. T. W. Hunt;
Mrs. W. E. Crum and Mrs. Lee R. Hayes.

Center Hill: Mrs. Lamb: Mrs. Edwards; Mrs. A. B. Jones;

Rev. C. K. Byerley; Mr. Edwards and Woodrow Kindrick.

Coleman: Rev. W. S. Wade; Mrs, W. S. Wade; Mrs., Lottie
Williams; Mrs. Doris Martin; Mrs. Lillian Sjoblom and Mrs.
Rachel Finnly. ;

Eden: Mrs. C. M. Jones; Mrs. M. E. Whitman; Mrs. E. W.
Parks; James Snow; Bob Dick; J. H. Hall; Luther Jones.

\ Floral City: Mrs. John Landrum; J. E. Beverly; Mrs. J. E.
Beverly and Mrs. John Clements.

Hebron: Mrs. D. J. Mills; Mrs. Theresa Rogers.

Homosassa: J. W. O'Berry; '‘R. Goodman; Andrew Goodman:
Donald C. Peters; Walter A. Rector and L. W. Harris.

Indian Hill: Mrs. D. C. Knight; Mrs. J. E. Wade; Mrs. W. R.
Knight and Mrs. J. A. Wade.

Inverness: Rev. Loys Frink; Geo. W. Scofield;: Mrs. Geo. W.
Scofield; W. K. Jenkins; Mrs. W. K. Jenkins and Mrs.
Pearl Baxley. 7

Istachatta. Mrs. J. C..Graham: Mrs. Carrie M. Baxley; Mrs.
E. W. Gideons; Mrs. Marvin Peterson and Mrs. Retta M.
Petteys

Lecanto: Jasper Wolf: Mrs. Ella Barnes; Mrs. Pernie Glisson;
Mrs. Langley: Mrs. Hardin: Mrs. Myrtle Pendleton; Mrs.
Dennis Allen and Mrs. Katie Wilder.

Linden: Mrs. Myrtle Iley; H. D. Outlaw, Jr.;: Mrs. Nancy Dias;
Mrs. F. W. Akins and Mrs. Lucy Merritt.

Oxford: J. H. Perry: G. H, Stapp; Mrs. J. H. Perry; Mrs. Mae
Campbell; Rev. V. V. Voelker: Mrs. V. V. Voelker; Mrs.
Clara Nichols; Mrs. Geo. Perry; T. P. Caruthers. Sr.: Mrs.
W. M. 0’'Dell and Miss Loula O’'Dell. iLah

Pleasant Hill: M. L. Hayes; Mrs. M. L. Hayes; Mrs. C. B.
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Peterson and Mrs. Edwin Woodard.

Sumterville: J. B. Hogans; E. L. Abney; Mrs. J. Neal Marsh;
Mrs. C. C. Hall; Rev. J. P. Kessler; Mrs. J. P. Kessler;
Edward Sparkman; Mrs. Edward Sparkman; Mrs. J. A.
Tompkins and Mrs. J. A. Traylor.

Wahoo: 8. C. Hayes; Charlie Hayes; Mrs. Peters and Mrs.
Lee Wade.

Webster: Rev. O. G. Hall; Mrs. O. G. Hall; Mrs. Bessie Snow-
den; Mrs. Homer Crenshaw; Mrs. John Waldron; Mrs. Eda
Fort; Mrs. A. H. Toole; E. J. Fowler; Walter Pharis; Mrs.
Pearl Jones and Harold Broadrick. i

1949.50 OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION

Moderator: Rev. Wm. B. Thirlwell, Brooksville.
Vice-Moderator: Rev. O. G. Hall, Wildwood.
Clerk-Treasurer: G. H. Stapp, Oxford. .
W. M. U. President: Mrs. Wm. B. Thirlwell, Brooksville.
Sunday School Supt.: W. K. Jenkins, Inverness.
Training Union Director: M. A. Dugger, Oxford.
Chorister: L. F. Fore, Wildwood.

Associational Music Director: Robert Outlaw, Linden.
Pianist: Mrs. Charlie Clayton, Wildwood.

PASTORS OF THE ASSOCIATION

Adamsville: R. L. Craft, Coleman.

Brooksville: Wm. B. Thirlwell, Brooksville.

Bushnell: J. P. Bennett, Bushnell. 5
Center Hill: C. K. Byerley, Center Hill. i
Coleman: W. S. Wade, Coleman. .
Eden: J. D. Bowens, Brooksville,

Floral City: Walter J. Pollard, Floral City.

Hebron: Wayne Johnson, Brooksville.

Homosassa: Walter Alvin Rector, Brooksville.

Indian Hill: J. H. Palmer, Aripeka.

Inverness: Loys Frink, Invernesk.

Istachatta: Fletcher Weston, Brooksville.

Lecanto: Roger Weaver, Inverness.

Oxford: V. V. Voelker, Oxford.

Pleasant Hill: J. H. Palmer, Aripeka, i
Sumterville: J. P. Kessler, Sumterville.

Wahoo: W. D. Hand, Bushnell.

Webster: G. W. Kinard, Webster.

Wildwood: O. G. Hall, Wildwood.
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OTHER MINISTERS OF THE ASSOCIATION
Adamsville: G. L. Beck, Wildwood; W. H. Jennings, Oxford.
Eden: B. F. Brooks, Brooksville.

Hebron: D. W. Brittle, Brooksville.
Homosassa: L. W. Harris, Homosassa.
Indian Hill: Clark Segrest, Bushnell.
Inverness: J. L. Forren, Inverness.
Linden: D. E. Pait, Eustis.

Oxford: J. S. Casteel, Rt. 1, Wildwood.

Pleasant Hill: Martin L. Hayes, Bushnell: L. B. Merritt,
Center Hill.

Wahoo: William A. Sumners, Rt. 1, Bushnell.

Webster: R. Strickland, Webster,

Wildwood: Bill Jones, Wildwood. ‘

COMMITTEES FOR THE ASSOCIATION
Digest of Letters: Mr. Guy Stapp, Chm.; Rev. Clark Seagrest,
Rev. W. D. Hand, Jr.

Budget: Rev. O. G. Hall, Chm.; Mr. Guy Stapp: Rev. Walter
Rector.

Nominating: Rev. Fletcher Weston, Chm.; Rev. Loys Frink;
Mr. George B. Sellers.

Time, Place and Preacher: Rev. V. V. Voelker, Chm.; Rev.
G. W. Kinard; Rev. Wayne Johnson.

Resolutions: Rev. J. Paul Kessler, Chm.; Mr. L. F. Fore; Mrs.
Frank P. Newell.

Obituary: Rev. Desso Bowen, Chm.; Mrs. W. B. Gittings; Mrs.
Retta Pettys.

CHOIR DIRECTORS

Brooksville: T. J. K. Funderburk, Nobleton.

Coleman: H. J. Sjoblom, Coleman.

Hebron: Jimmie Harpin, Brooksville.

Inverness: Mrs. Hugh Barco; Mrs. J. T. Oneal, Inverness.
Istachatta: Miss Patsy Graham, Istachatta.

Linden: Miss Elaine Parish, Webster.

Oxford: Mrs. Ralph Griggs, Oxford.

Webster: Robert Qutlaw, Center Hill.

Wildwood: Dan McElrath, Wildwood.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFICERS

Associational Superintendent: W. K. Jenkins, Inverness,
Assn. Supt. Training: Rev. Loys Frink, Inverness.

Assn. Supt. VBS: Rev. W. B. Thirlwell, Brooksville.
Eastern G. Leader: L. F. Fore, Wildwood.

Assn. Supt. Enl.: R. E. Seckinger, Wildwood.

Assn. Supt. Evang.: Rev. O. G. Hall, Wildwood.
Secretary: Mrs. G. W. Kinard, Webster.

Western G. Leader: T. W. Harrison, Floral City.

Cradle Roll: Mrs. Ernest Parks, Brooksville.

Nursery: Mrs. R. F. Porter, Inverness.

Beginner’'s Leader: Mrs. Eva Dick, Brobksville. .
Primary Leader: Mrs. T. W. Harrison, Floral City.
Junior Leader: Mrs. Retta Pettys, Nobleton.
Intermediate Leader: Mrs. Desso Bowen, Brooksville.
Young People’s Leader: Mrs. Polly Giddens, Nobleton.
Adult Leader: Ernest Parks, Brooksville.

Extension: Rev. J. P. Kessler, Sumterville.

STUDENTS FOR THE MINISTRY
Brooksville: Clint Kimbrough, Stetson University.
Wildwood: Bill Jones, Baptist Bible Institute.

PIANIST OR ORGANIST
Bushnell: Miss Alma Beville, Bushnell.
Brooksville: Mrs. H. E. Bracey, Brooksville.
Center Hill: Mrs. Cherry, Center Hill, ties
Coleman: Mrs. Doris Martin; Mrs. Margaret Stafford, Coleman
Eden: Mrs. J. C. Johnson, Brooksville. i

(Floral City: Mrs. John Landrum, Floral City.

Hebron: Mrs. Ruth Cason, Inverness. . 2
Inverness: Mrs. R. H. Martin; Mrs. Ina Lee Green, Inverness.
Indian Hill: Mrs. Alma Shanks: Mrs. Joanna Knight, Bushnell
Istachatta: Mrs. Clark E. Vance, Istachatta.

Linden: Donald R. Brown, Linden.

Oxford: Mrs. Ralph Griggs, Oxford.

Pleasant Hill: Mrs. Alma Carter, Bushnell,

Sumterville: Miss Valrie Sparkman, Sumterville.

Wahoo: Mrs. Fanny Smith, Bushnell.

Webster: Mrs. Grace Gideons, Webster.

Wildwood: Mrs. Dorothy McElrath, Wildwood.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING
HELD AT WAHOO OCTOBER 21-25, 1950
MORNING SESSION OCTOBER 24, 10:00 A, M.

The one hundred fourth session of the Alachua Baptist
Association was called to order by Moderator Thirlwell.
Hymn: Jesus Saves.

Prayer by Rev. Fletcher Weston.

Moved, seconded and carried that association accept the en-
rollment of messengers as they are listed in the various
church letters.

Moderator Thirlwell presented- the program of the annual
meeting for acceptance.

Moved, seconded and carried that the program be accepted
as printed with any changes that may be necessary.

G. H. Stapp was elected clerk for the coming year

Host Pastor, Rev. W. D. Hand, Jr., gave an adfiress of wel-
come to all those attending these sessions.

Rev. 0. G. Hall, Wildwood, responded to the welcome address.

Rev. B. D. Locke, Ocala, our associational missionary, intro-
duced Rev. Loys Frink, Inverness, as a new pastor to our
association,

Rev. J. Paul Kessler, Sumterville, led in prayer for the new
pastors of this association.

Hymn: Send The Light.

Committees were appointed by Moderator Thirlwell.

Rev. K. P. Puffer, of Lakeland, addressed the assembly,
speaking on the Florida Baptist Children’s Home.

Hymn: Happy Day.

Dr. J. Ollie Edmunds, president of John B. Stetson University,
gave an address on that University.

Hymn: There's Within My Heart A Melody.

The Annual Sermon was delivered by Rev. Desso Bowens,
Eden.

Dismissal prayer by Rev. J. P. Bennett, Bushnell.

Lunch.

AFTERNOON SESSION OCTOBER 24, 1:30 P. M.

Hymns: Jesus Savior Pilot Me and Jesus Calls Us.

Rev. V. V. Voelker, Oxford, led in the opening prayer.

Mrs. Wm. B. Thirlwell, Brooksville, led the W.M.U. group in
presenting the missionary program. Assisting Mrs. Thirl-
well were: Mrs. Pearl Jones and daughter, Miss Betty
Watson, Wildwood, who furnished special instrumental
and vocal music; Mrs. G. W. Kinard, Webster, who talked
on State Missions and Good Will Centers; Mrs, W. M. O’Dell
Sr., Oxford, who talked on Advance of Home Missions; Rev.
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B. D. Locke, Ocala, who spoke on Associational Missions.

Mrs. Thirlwell outlined what had been accomplished by the

W.M.S. in World Missions.
Mr. Fred Barnett, Lakeland, gave an address on Temperance.

Dr. Frank Farris, Lakeland, gave an address on The Bapust 5

Bible Institute.
Hymn: Work For The Night Is Coming.

Rev. Carl Howell, Jacksonville, spoke on The Florida Baptist

Witness.

Rev. G. W. Kinard, Webster, gave a talk on The Co-Operative
Program.

Rev. Clifford Walker, Jacksonville spoke on The 1951 Simul-
taneous Crusade.

Hymn: Jesus Paid It All

Dismissal prayer led by Rev. Loys Frink.

Supper.

NIGHT SESSION OCTOBER 24, 7:30 P. M.

Special music by the Wahoo Choir.

Hymn: Kneeling at The Cross.

Devotional by Rev. Loys Frink.

Hymn: Work For The Night Is Coming.

Rev. V. V. Voelker gave the ‘Training Union Report.

The Training Union selected Rev. J. Paul Kessler as the
Associational Director and he was duly elected to fill this
position.

The Webster choir, under the leadership of Robert Outlaw,
sang the following songs: “The Fight Is On,” “Love Took
It Away’ and ‘“Peace Be Still.”

Mr. W. K. Jenkins, of Inverness, gave the Sunday School
report.

Moved, seconded and carried that Associational Sunday

School Officers be elected as listed by the Sunday School

Department.
Mr. W. K. Jenkins introduced the inspirational spea\xer of

the evening, Rev. E. C. Tyner, Dade City, who spoke on .

God’s Minute Men.
Rev. O. G. Hall led in prayer.
Dismissal prayer by Rev. Fletcher Weston.

MORNING SESSION OCTOBER 25, 10:00 A. M.

Hymn: Jesus Saves.

Rev. G. W. Kinard led in the opening prayer.
Hymn: Rescue The Perishing

Rev. O. G. Hall gave the Brotherhood Report.
Rev. O. G. Hall spoke on Relief and Annuity.
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Open discussion on annuity

Clerk’s report by G. H. Stapp

Acceptance of Clerk’s report

-7Treasurer's report by G. H. Stapi i

Treasurer’'s Report accepted as read. :

" Report of Assembly Ground Trustees by Rev. V. V. Voelker.

Report adopted as presented.

'“Report of Time, Place and Preacher Committee by Rev. V. V.
Voelker. :

Report accepted as given.

Report of Budget Committee by Rev. O. G. Hall.

Report accepted as read.

Report of Resolutions Committee by Rev. J. Paul Kessler.

Report accepted as read.

Report of Nominating Committee by Rev. Fletcher Weston.

Report accepted as read.

Dr. G. R. Creekmore, Brooksville, was elected Assoclational
Historian.

*. Rev. Loys Frink read the list of committee chairmen.

© Report of Obituary Committee by Rev. Fletcher Weston,

Report accepted as given.s

0Old business: None.
assisted by Mrs. W. B. Gittings and Mrs. Retta M. Petteys.

New business: It was moved and seconded that the Assembly
Grounds be kept intact for another year. After much dis-
cussion, it was moved, seconded and carried that this item
be tabled until next annual meeting.

Moved, seconded and carried that the Evangeélistic Committee
formulate plans to carry on the simultaneous campaign.
Rev. V. V. Voelker suggested that the Association hold the
business session on the first day of the annual meeting
instead of the second day. Moderator Thirlwell agreed' to
take this matter to the executive board at the first meeting

of the new year.

The assembly gave a rising vote of thanks to the Wahoo
church for the hospitality shown at this assembly.

In order that the people of this association may become
better acquainted with the assembly grounds, Bro. G .B.
Tompkins. effered to furnish meat for a barbecue on the
assembly grounds at any time convenient to the association.

Moved, seconded ;and carried that we accept Bro. Tompkins’
offer with date of meeting to be announced later.

Hymn: Amazing Grace. ?

Rev. W. S. Wade, Coleman, led in the closing prayer.

Meeting adjourned.
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NEWLY ELECTED OFFICERS OF ASSOCIATION

Moderator: Rev. Wm. B. Thirlwell, Brooksville
Vice-Moderator: Rev. Fletcher Weston, Brooksville
Clerk-Treasurer: G. H. Stapp, Oxford

S. S. Superintendent: W. K. Jenkins, Inverness

Brotherhood President: L. F. Fore, Wildwood

W. M. U. President: Mrs. Wm. B. Thirlwell, Brooksvville

Chorister and Pianist: To be appointed by either the Moder-
ator or Program Committee

Trustees:

Baptist Bible Institute. Rev. O. G. Hall, Wildwood

Assembly Grounds: Col. George W. Scofield, Inveruess;
Rev. J. Paul Kessler, Sumterville; Rev. V. ¥. Voelker,
Oxford; R. E. Seckinger, Wildwood; and E. W. Parks,
Brooksville .

Associational Missions and Evangelistic Committee: Rev.
0. G. Hall, Wildwood; Rev. Loys Frink, Inverness; and
Rev. Fletcher Weston, Brooksville :

Music Director: Robert Outlaw, Center Hill

Associational Historian: Dr. G. R. Creekmore, Brooksville

REPORT OF TIME, PLACE & PREACHER COMMITTEE

Time: October 23rd and 24th, 1951
Place: Wildwood, Florida

Preacher: -Rev. J. Paul Kessler
Alternate: Rev. Loys Frink

REPORT ON CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Christian Education
“Christian Education is education with Christ in it.”” Yes,
Christ at the center of oursieducatonal framework. This type
of education stems from the home where children hear their
father and mother in prayer and teaching in precept and ex-
ample. Likewise, the church, and the Christian college. These
three institutions are bulwarks of our American ‘way of life.

Growing Interest ’

‘‘Southern Baptists are displaying renewed and increased
interest in Christian Education. They are building and sup-
porting Baptist Colleges and Schools as never before. In the
institutions themselves, rapid strides are being made in the
direction of coordination of effort, increased efficiency and
financial stabilization. ’

The observance in Florida Baptist churches of Stetson
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Week, Christihn Education Sunday and !{o,ne Week reflects
the growing interest in Christian Education.

Activities

During the year the Department of Christian Education
directed the School of Prophets at the DeLand Assembly and
the West Florida Assembly at Panama City, the latter enroll-
ing 97 pastors and 27 laymen. There were brought to both of
these schools some of our southwide leaders and many past-
‘ors. Such conferences were invaluable.

The Orientation Course for ministerial students was inaug-
urated last spring, bringing to the campus pastors and de-
nominational! leaders to acquaint our young ministerial stu-
dents with the work and function of our denomination and
its many agencies. The extension course for pastors is on the
way. Just as soon as funds are available, this program will be
put into operation.

Publicity

; This department directed the showing of the film, “THE
DIFFERENCE" in the churches of Florida this past summer,
with Bill Guess ,a graduate of Stetson, promoting the showing.
Brother Guess did a great job, reaching 19,242 persons, with
144 showing and a total of 323 prospective students. The film
was shown in each of our 36 associations.

Religious Center

Within a few weeks, the $100,000 religious center building
on the campus of Stetson University will be completed and
ready for occupancy. The'building is the gift of Florida Bap-
tists to Stetson University in honor of Dr. William Sims Allen,
president emeritus. '

On Thursday morning, at 11:00 A. M., November 16th, this
building will be dedicated to the purpose of making more real
the love of God in the lives of the students and faculty. From
its lovely lounge furnished inthe casual Early American style
to the quiet dignity of the prayer-rooms decorated in the best
of taste through he generosity of Dr. W. A. Hobson, the spirit
of Christ will permeate throughout the whole of the activities.
This building will house the Ministerial Association, the WYA,
the Volunteer Band and the Baptist Student Union Executive
Conneil. :

The college day will begin with the strains of hymns sung
at Morning Watch and will close with the hymns of the Ves-

per Services which are a vital part of the religious program
at Stetson.

Stetson Moves Forward
.. There are many signs of progress on our Baptist campus.

2 <
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More and more of our fine boys and girls are looking to Stet-
son for their education. With a scholarly, Christian, con-
secrated faculty, the best in Christian Education is being .of-
ferred. A sizeable percentage of the student body continue to
be ministerial students, or those who have volunteered for
mission fields or other phases of full-time religious work, ..
With the completion of the Religious Center a much better
program of Christian Education can be and will be fostered.

Thus Stetson continues to place great emphasis on Christian
Education.

Recommendations

1. That we observe Stetson Week, January 22nd, 1951.
2. That we visit the campus of Stetson University. -
3. That we send our sons and daughters to Stetson.

4. That we place Stetson in our wills. :

BAPTIST BIBLE INSTITUTE
By Leon M. Gambrell, President

This is a Baptist institution. It is a Bible institute serving
in the institute field, in which there are many interdenomin-
ational and nondenominational chools attracting Baptist stu-
dents for the ministry. These schools have also received large
amounts of Baptist money. B. B. 1. is true to the Baptist faith,
and is fully cooperative in the whole Baptist program. In this
environment we believe men and women can be trained to lead
our churches. The school is sending out preachers, pastors
missionaries, evangelists, and other Christian workers who
know Bible terminology, Baptist organizations and Baptist
polity. bk i

God has always worked through human instrumentality.
“God’s plan is a man.” Surely providing trained leadership is
the best contribution that can be made to any church or situ-
ation. God could have led Israel out of Egypt by his omm-
potent power alone but He chose to do it through his great
leader Moses. God's revelation comes through men. In fact,
human history revolves around personalities. This granted,
the Baptist Bible Institute is making an important contribution
to our whole Baptist program by training and sending forth
true and loyal leaders. S i

There were 15 graduates last year. These and many others
have gone out into pastorates and other places of responsi-
bility. Some of them went on to colleges and seminaries.’ Every
encouragement is given them to continue their studies in in-
stitutions of higher learning. We are glad to report also that
an increasing number of these colleges and all our seminaries
now recognize work done in the Baptist Bible Institute. :

One hundred and nineteen have enrolled_already for this

N
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session, among whom are 68 students for the ministry, Many
of these had pastoral experience before coming to B. B. I.
There are in our student body 24 ordai}xed ministers, 6 of
~whom have been ordained during this. year, and several others
will be ordained soon. This institution is situated in the midst
of large missionary opportunities calling for help. During the
‘year just past multitudes have been won to Christ and: bap.-
tized into church fellowship by B. B. I. students and faculty
members. :

~ Seven new family apartments have been completed this vear,
and the men's dormitory doubled in capacity. A temporary
‘building has been fitted for library use, including a room for
the book stacks and a reading room. Improvements have also
been made in the main building used for offices and. class
rooms. While these changes have come, there is still pressing
ned for additional buildings for student housing, for the lib-
rary, and for classroom work. _

Being interested in moral uplift, B. B. I. gave assistance in
the recent dry victory in Polk County. Office space and type-
writers were provided without charge and the institute busi-
ness manager served as executive secretary for United Drys.

The school now has a radio program over WLAK, Lakeland,
in which students and faculty take part four days a week. We
appreciate this opportunity for an additional ministry. A train-
ed announcer now teaches radio technique in the Institute.

All can help. Individual friends send checks of $5 to $100
monthly. Churches, over the state, have B. B. I. in their bud-
gets. Still others take special offerings for this work. Memor-
ial gifts and bequests are especially invited.

REPORT ON THE FLORIDA BAPTIST CHILDREN’S HOME,
LAKELAND, FLORIDA
'

Since relocating the Institution we have completed five cot-
tages for children, a dairy barn, a house for the farmer, a
launrdy, the Gaines Vocational Building, the Administration
Building and the Chapel. This completes oufr building program
except for two cottages, one for little boys.-and one for little
girls. We have been granted permission to ask for a special
offering this Christmas. The funds received from tnis oftering
will be used to erect one of these cottages. We believe the
other can b built by income from private sources.

When these two cottages are finished we shall cease building
until a definite need arises and funds are available for the

The finances are in good condition. We have received suffi-

——Temembering that the Master said, “Inasmuch as y

-

k)
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cient funds to meet all expenses. We have been remembered
in three wills; Mrs. Annie Lively of Lakeland and Mrs. Scholze
of Coral Gables made the institution a beneficiary of their

Arcadia, $653.09.

We have cared for 157 children during the year. Intake and
discharge have been greatly accelerated in recent years. This
is due to more temporary care and the employment of a case
worker, who works with individual children and their families.
A close contact is kept with the relatives of many of our
children and as soon as they are able to resume responsibility
for their care they are returned to them.

The program at the Home is planned to meet the great and
pressing need of giving security to children and rehabilitating
families whenever possible. Boys and girls who are admitted
to our Institution are given good physical care and every
opportunity of developing into Christian men and women.

Looking back over the past three years we can see the many
blessings that God has granted in our program of ®hild caring.
We look to the future with great confidence for a continued
and enlarged service to the dependent children of our state.
We trust that every churceh in this Association will have 'a part
is the Christmas offering, that we may build another gcot ge,

ﬁne
it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it
unto me.”

REPORT ON TEMPERANCE

Your attention is called to the fact that the per capita con-
sumption of alcoholic beverages in Florida for the year 1948
(counting the population over 15 years of age) was 22.87
gallons, while that of our sister state of Alabama was 8.34
gallons, and that of Georgia was 9.33 gallons. The ‘“play-
ground philosophy’ has tended to encourage excessive drink-
ing in our state. !

Clearing House

Our office at 1017 South Boulevard, Lakeland, Florida, is
a clearing house for all sgrts of information regarding the
liquor situation. Prompt attention is given to the many letters
of inquiry regarding mode$ of legal procedure which seek to
curb or destroy the liquor traffic.

For ten months of the year we mail a communication to
more than five thousand religious, educatipnal and social
leaders of the state, and among the leaflets and pamphlets
furnished these leaders during the past year are the following:
The Black Book of Repeal, A Summary of Well-Established
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Facts In Regard to Alcohol, by Haven Emerson; Massachusetts
Heéavy Loser, Economic and Moral Effects of Pari Mutuel
Gambling, by Ben F. Wyland: We Are At War, by Ted High-
tower, and Delusion, by P. E. Selby.

It is disappointing to note that but few orders are received
for additional copies of these valuable leaflets and pamphlets.
We would urge a larger use of such materials for the purpose
of creating dry sentiment in the state.

Sale To Minors

An Act of 1947 (Section 562.1 Florida Statutes) makes it
unlawful to sell, give or serve any alcoholic beverages (in-
cluding beer) to persons under 21 years of age. The dry forces
of the state should be constantly on the alert to discover
violations of this law, and offenders should be brought before
the courts for punishment.

Closing Hours

While state law requireés the closing of all saloons on week-
days at 12:00 midnight, with permission to reopen next morn-
ing at 7:00; and while state law also requires the closing of
whiskey saloons (not beer saloons), from 12:00 midnight on
Saturday, with permission to reopen on Monday morning at
7:00, it is well to remember that both the ¢ity Commissioners
and the County Commissioners are authorized by law to
modify and to change these provisions of the state law. In
too many cases, the hours of sale both for week-days and for
Sundays have been extended by City and County Commissions.
We report with satisfaction, however, that three counties—all
dry counties, Clay, Hardee and Polk, have enacted county or-
dinances closing beer saloons on Sunday.

Zoning .
There is no state law fixing the distance that must separate
saloons from churches and schools and residential areas, with-
in the area of incorporated towns and cities. The municipal
authorities, however, have full authority to create ‘‘dry zones"
within their territory. g
Outside of incorporated towns and cities, no whiskey saloon
can be established within 2500 feet of an established church
or school (This provision does not apply to beer saloons). Re-
member however that the County Commissioners under autho-
rity granted by the Legislature of 1947, may create “dry
zones’ in the rural areas. The latest zone to be thus created
was in Pasco County, and extends from the southern boundary
of the city limits of New Port Richey southward to the Pasco-
Pinellas County line, along Federal Highway No. 19, and for
a distance of one-half mile west and one and one-half miles
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east of Highway No. 19, including the community of Elfers.

Local Option

It is interesting to note that 71 per cent of the area of Ala-
bama is dry, and that 54 per cent of the population live in dry
territory. The drys in that state have only lost three of the 23
local option elections held in that state since 1946. In North
Carolina the drys have only lost three of the 12 elections hela
in that state since 1937. More than 40 counties in North Caro-
lina have outlawed the sale of beer and wine since 1948, hav-
ing already closed the whiskey saloons. "

The drys of Florida have won nine of the 15 local option
elections held since October, 1945. It is not to our credit, how-
ever, that at the present time not one constructive effort is
being made by the drys for calling a local option in Florida.
The wets are circulating a petition for calling such an election
in Polk County—dry since 1887.

DeSoto County voted to remain wet on April 26 of 1949 by
a majority of 324. The dry majority in the Hardee County
local option election on November 15 of the same year was
595, this same county having voted dry two years before by a
majority of 230. Wakulla County had voted earlier in 1949 to
remain dry by the small majority of 11.

Plans are under way for testing the constitutionality of
Question Number 2 on the present local option ballot. This
new addition to the ballot gives the wets a strong talking
point and an unfair advantage in local option elections, and
we believe that it is clearly unconstitutional, being in conflict
with Article XIX of the Florida State Constitution.

Films

We are now circulating four temperance films in the state,
with the following number of showings during the past year:

dquid Lore .. .. .. .. BB Times
Where Does It Get You. .52 Times
Skid Row .. .. .. .. 24 Times
Vicious Circle .. .. .. 14 Times

There is no rental charge on these films, the applicant
simply paying the postage one way.

Legislation

Your Executive Secretary sought the passage by the last
Legislature of two bills: (1) A measure making the state
Sunday law apply to beer saloons: and (2) alaw making the
2500 feet law (now applicable to whiskey saloons) applicable
to beer saloons, in the rural areas. These proposed laws were
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reported unf-avorably by the sub-committee of the Committee
on Business Regulations of the House.

Union of Forces Z

happy to report that the National Temperance Move-
mevX: irlih wpl:ﬁ:h United Florida Drys is z'it’filia.ted, voted some
months ago, in a convention assembled in Chicago, to merge
its forces with those of the National Temperam'.e League of
America, and the uniting convention will be held in Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma, beginning on the afternoon of _November 19,
and continuing until noon of November 22. Thl_s means that
there will be no further confusion in Florida'wnh respect to
competing and overlapping temperance organizations. United
Florida Drys continues to be the only official organization
representing the Churches of the State in the fight against the
organized liquor traffic. *

Call for Action
Let us launch a forward movement of all our forces against
the liquor traffic so deeply intrenched in Florida. May we
suggest the following notes of advance:

1. Place adequate supplies of temperance Jeaflets and pam-

phlets in the hands of the people.

2. Make wider use of the four temperancé films now being
circulated throughout the state.

3. Proceed to organize a Good Citizenship League in every
county, for purposes of Education, Legislation, Law Enforce-
ment and Local Option.

4. Seek through constituted municipal and county author-
ities for the passage of ordinances limiting the hours of sale
for alcoholic beverages, especially on Sundays.

5. Seek through County Commissioners the enactment of
ordinances creating dry zones, for the protection of church,
school and residential areas. Enlist City Commissioners in
behalf of the same kind of legislation for the incorporated
towns and cities.

6. Call together a small group of interested citizens and
discuss the advisability of calling a local option election in the
wet counties of the state. -

“The liquor traffic would destroy the church, if it could.
The church could destroy the liquor traffic, if it would.”

— Frances E. Willard

REPORT ON FOREIGN MISSIONS

Foreign missionaries reported a total of 13,322 baptisms
during the year 1949; a reasonable estimate for China, from
which no report was received,‘would bring the total to approxi-
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mately 15,000.

The Board appointed 67 new missionaries during 1949. Fifty
have been appointed during the first four months of 1950. The
total number of active foreign missionaries now under ap-
pointment is 753. Missionaries are stationed in ¢4 countries
and assist national Baptists in several more.

Foreign Mission Board receipts for 1949 totaled $5,519,261.,
not including $120,345.15 received for world relief.

New Areas

A missionary couple transferred from Colombia in the
spring of 1949 to open Venezuela’s first mission station at
Caracas. In the spring of 1950 a new church building is being
constructed in Caracas and another Venezuela station is being
opened in Barquisimeto.

Costa Rica became a foreign mission field by transfer from
the Home Mission Board early in 1949,

Bangkok, Thailand; and Baguio, Philippine Islands, became
temporary mission fields for Chinese language students. Early
in 1950 a veteran China missionary couple arrived in Seoul,
Korea, to spend a year in survey work for a new field.

A missionary couple has been appointed for work in Ecua-
dor where Southern Baptists have had‘'no work before, and
two other couples now in language school in Colombia will
probably choose Ecuador as a mission field. After language
study, the missionaries expdct to locate in Guayaquil or Quito,
some of them this year.

New Institutions

Southern Baptists’ first international theological seminary
opened in September, 1949 at Ruschlikon/Zurjch, Switzerland.
Twenty-eight students from 15 nations are enrolled. Italy’s

ew Baptist Bible school opened at Rivoli in October, 1949,
and a woman'’s training school is under construction in Rome
to open in the fall of 1950. Hawaii’s first Baptist high school
opened in September, 1949.

Construction is in progress in Asuncion, Paraguay, on Sou-
thern Baptists’ first hospital in Latin America. A second
missionary doctor has received license to practice in Colombia,
making a second mission hospital possible in Latin America.

Two missionary doctors have been appointed for Arabia
where Southern Baptist mission work has been delayed for
lack of a doctor. One doctor is already on the field learning
the language. A hospital is in prospect for the Hadhramaut or
Yemen in southern Arabia.

The theological institutions in the Latin American area are
being reorganized to give two strong institutions for Spanish
America and two for Brazil, or Portuguese America. The semi-
nary in Buenos Aires, Argentena, is already being reorganized
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and the second for Spanish-speaking republics may be estab-
lished at Cali, Colombia. The Rio de Janeiro and Recife semi-
naries will continue to serve Brazil,
P New Projects

For the first time Southern Baptists are using mission air-
planes for transportation. The two in use are both in Brazil,
one based at Corrente and the other at Fortaleza. Distances
once requiring weeks of boat or mule-back travel are covered
in a few hours by plane.

A co-operative farm is being established at Petach Tikva,
near Tel Aviv, Israel, by a group of Baptists of Slavic origin
aided by Southern Baptists.

REPORT ON HOME MISSIONS

The annual report of the Home Mission Board for 1949
magnifies the fruits of evangelism. In Simultaneous Evange-
“listic Crusades, led by the three workers in the Department
of Evangelism of the Home Mission Board, 7,780 baptisms
were reported with 11,875 additions to the churches partici-
pating in crusades personally directed by staff members. The
year of evangelism reported by Southern Baptists showing
334,862 baptisms brings joy to all Southern Baptists. The
Department of Evangelism has occasion for special rejoicing,
both in fruits already reported and in evangelistic crusades
being consummated in the greates effort for eyangelism made
by any religious body. Baptist chaplains reported 4,893 pro-
fessions of faith. Not counting the above reports, home mis-
sionaries during 1949 reported 35,913 conversions.

New Churches and Missions

During the year the reports showed 165 new churches con-
stituted and 577 new missions opened. Most of the missions
will grow into churches. Thus from year to year the number
of new churches constituted will grow as emphasis is given to
the establishment of missions.

New Buildings
During 1949 fifty new buildings were either completed or
were under construction. Fifty-four pieces of home mission

property were improved. Appropriations for building projects
during the year amounted to $751,896.85.

Missionary Personnel
A total qf 779 regular missionaries served the Home Mission
Board during the year and 251 summer student workers gave
ten weeks of mission service, making a grand total of 1,030
workers. Missionaries contacted 177,139 in personal work,
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delivered 81,039 sermons and addresses, taught 22,987 classes,
conducted 1,817 revivals, distributed 57,419 Bibles and Gos-
pels and made 258,818 religious visits. They worked in 1,541
Vacation Bible schools. There are 44 kindergartens in opera-
tion.

Literature

The rural series of graded home mission studies prepared
in 1949 has met with the best response of any mission study
series. Peak printing of the magazine was 121,000. Subscrip.
tions have dropped and an appeal is made for help*in getting
the magazine into more homes. Millions of pages of tracts and
free literature have been distributed.

A Crusade For Home Missions

At its last annual meeting the Home Mission Board launch-
ed a five-year Crusade in response to the need revealed by a
survey of the fields and the necessity for strengthening and
sustaining the home base for a great world-wide mission
program.

The needed strength will come from three sources: more
members, more churches and more effective witnessing.

The first emphasis, therefore, in the new crusade is soul-
winning. During 1950and 1951, the Evangelistic Department
is directing evangelistic crusades throughout the Convention
territory and in the outposts of Alaska, Panama, and Cuva.
This is a concerted effort to reach a large number of the
39,000,000 unchurched people in areas served by the Board.
More Christians will mean more strength.

In 1951 and 1952, following this soul-winning effort, the
crusade will be directed gespecially in establishing new
churches and mission stations. There are 21,000,000 people in
areas served by the Board who are not within easy reach of
any Baptist church that can serve them. New converts won in
the evangelistic crusade will need new places of worship.

Within this five-year period an effort will he made to lead
in constituting 5,000 new churches and 10,000 new mission
stations.' A survey of cities, suburban areas, rural districts,
mountain regions, underprivileged sections, and language
groups, reveals a need far in excess of this goal. The strength
of Baptists has always been in the number and strength of the
churches.

Throughout the five-year period, but receiving special em-
phasis in 1953-54, the Board will lead in a crusade to make
the witness of Baptists more effective, especially in needy
areas. The work among the language groups, underprivileged,
Juvenile delinquents, migrants, and isolated people will receive
special emphasis. Efforts to reach the 1,500,000 “unattached”
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Baptists, to revitalize 1,000 inactive country churches, and to
create a greater loyalty on the part of all our constituency
are included in the crusade goals.

To accomplish these tasks, the Home Mission Board will
need 1,027 missionaries (an increase of 248), an annual
operating budget of $2,000,000, and a total of $3,500,000 to
meet capital needs.

Make America safe and our constituency strong in mission-
ary service by winning the lost, building strong churches and
stimulating an effective Christian witness. Join in the Home
Mission Crusade.

STATE MISSIONS REPORT

In Florida, State Missions has an important place in Baptist
life. Jesus has set the example and given the command to
advance. This is ‘“Favored Florida’s” marching order!

State work in Florida consists of preaching the gospel to
the ends of the earth. We employ 38 full-time missionaries for
Florida. They teach, preach, hold Bible institutes, direct va-

cation Bible schools, and direct assemblies.

" Then too, State Missions has to do with helping educate
more than 2,000 students, care for many homeless and desti-
tute children. We take care of the spiritual development of
hundreds of our Baptist bdys and girls who are away from
home attending college, through churches in college centers.

Through State Missions, Florida Baptists provide for the
education and training of more than one hundred ministerial
students, and assist some two hundred others who are prepar-
ing for full-time Christian service and for the mission fields.

Florida Baptists have been entirely too slow in starting new
missions and organizing new churches. Last year we aided
fourteen such places. We need to open fifty new mission

stations now! This year we have spent $10,500.00 in such en- .

deavor.

The advance program of the Kingdom of God in Florida
waits on a proper understanding and rightful undergirding of
our State Mission Program.

Each year Florida Baptists observe a ‘“‘special” day known
as State Missions Day. Our plea is for you and your church to
observe State Missions Day, October 22, 1950. Give your
people an opportunity to make a worthy State Missions offer-
ing which is desperately needed. Can we depend on you? Get
your special offering envelopes from Dr. Jno. Maguire.

Send all Mission Funds promptly to 218 W. Church Street,
Florida Baptist Building, Jacksonville 2, Florida
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REPORT ON ASSOCIATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOLS

At the meeting in Brooksville October 15, 3:00 P, M., there
was a total attendance of 87 at which time the Association of
Sunday Schools elected all officers for the year as well as
adopted a schedule of meetings for the year. The Mass meet-
ings will be held as follows. Second Sunday, 3:00 P. M., Janu-
ary 1951 at Bushnell. Third Sunday, 3:00 P. M., April, Inver-
ness. Second Sunday 3:00 P. M., July, Wildwood, Associational
planning meeting between September 24 and 28, 1951, at
Brooksville.

Eastern Group meets second Sundays: November at Linden;
December at Adamsville; February at Center Hill; March at
Wahoo; May at Coleman; June at Oxford; August at Webster.

Western Group meets third Sundays: November at Homo-
sassa; December at Eden; February at Istachatta; March at
Lecanto; May at Floral City; June at Hebron; Augist at Ho-
mosassa or New Church if admitted.

Officers and Addresses
W. K. Jenkins, Superintendent, Inverness.
Rev. Loys Frink, Associational Supt. Training, Inverness.
Rev. W. B. Thirlwell, Associational Supt. VBS, Brooksville.
L. F. Fore, Eastern Group Leader, Wildwood.
R. E. Seckinger, Associational Supt. Enl., Wildwood.
Rev. O. G. Hall, Associational Supt. Evangelism, Wildwood.
Mrs. G. W. Kinard, Secretary, Webster.
T. W. Harrison, Western Group Leader, Floral City.

Department Leaders
Cradle Roll, Mrs. Ernest Parks, Brooksville.
Beginners, Mrs. Eva Dick, Brooksville.
Juniors, Mrs. Retta Pettys, Nobleton.
Young People, Mrs. Polly Giddens, Nobleton.
Extension, Mrs. Frank Newell, Brooksville.
Nursery, Mrs. R. F. Porter, Inverness.
Primary, Mrs. T. W. Harrison, Floral City.
Intermediate, Mrs. Desso Boyen, Brooksville.
Adult, Ernest Parks, Brooksyllle.

HISTORICAL EVENTS

ISTACHATTA: Installed new tile floor, new pews and new
lights. .

LECANTO: Plans drawn for new auditorium and work started
on building in July. Four additional Deacons ordained July
16, 1950.

SUMTERVILLE: Purchase of Church Building Octover 6,
1949. Church dedication service October 30, 1949,

WAHOO: Church building being remodeled.
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TRAINING UNION REPORT
By M. A. Dugger

Number of churches in Association .................... 20
Numiber with THaInIng URIOBB. .. ... ..cciceovcocncsne 15
Number of churches without Training Unions ............ 6
Number of churches without Training Unions ............ b
Number of AGuICUNDIONE . .. ... .. covovieeansensaroonns 14
Number of Young People’s Unions .................... 9
Number of Intermediate Unions ...................... 12
Number of Junior Unions ........... L P TSR § 10
NOMPEr OF SIOLY HHOUTB . ... civvoerorigossovonssense 10

Study Course Awards
(From October 1949 to June 1950)

Wildwood . ......:..¢..... 45
Istachatta ................. 42
Inverness ................. 41
Brooksville ................ 12

Total : 140

I. Program Theme For 1951
Theme: “Choose You This Day”
Scripture: “Choose you this day whom ye will serve; ... as
for me and my house we will serve the Lord.” (Josh. 24:15)

Aim: To Help Us to make all of Life’s Choices in the Light
of God’s Will,

Song: “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” °

Every program in each union will be centered ‘on this theme.

Training Union members will be blessed by the twelve months
of study.

IL. Training Union Gains For Florida
1950 1949 Gain

Number of churches in Florida 912 897 15
Number of churches with Training Unions 731 698 33

: Unions Enroll. Unions Enroll. Gain
Number of Story Hours 945 10,494 1744 8,928 210

NumberofJuniorUnions 1,011 13,143 850 11,900

161
No. Young Peoples Unions 719 10,789 636 9,540 83
No. Intermediate Unions 956 14,340 826 12,390 130

Number Adult Unions ] 2,924

2,792
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REPORT OF ALACHUA ASSOCIATIONAL W. M. U.

We began the year with fourteen societies, Late in Novem-
ber, after careful study and preparation, a group of Floral
City women met and organized a Woman'’s Missionary Society.
It is the president’s privilege to install their officers.

Four quarterly meetings were held— the annual meeting at
Brooksville as an officers’ clinic; the January meeting at
Inverness with Miss Irene Chambers, Home Mission field
worker, as guest speaker; the April meeting at Webster, a
delightful home talent program, and the July Youth Rally
with our auxiliaries in charge and featuring Miss Helen Mec-
Cullough, educational missionary to China.

Our executive committee meetings held quarterly at Dade
park proved most helpful and enjoyable. .

Progress was made in the overall program throughout the
year— a gain of one society, an increase of 62 in membership,
only eight new tithers were reported, 26 mission study classes
were held which was eight more than last year. Special season
of prayer gifts amounted to $912.22, allotted as follows: Home
Missions $276.92: State Missions $254.35; and Foreign Mis-
sions $380.95.

BROTHERHOOD REPORT

The Baptist Brotherhood of our Baptist denomination has
made rapid strides in the past year. Throughout the entire
south there has been more of an awakening to the advantages
of Brotherhood work than possibly ever before. The Southern
Baptist Convention changed the official title and posieion of
the Brotherhood work from a Committee to a definite Com-
mission which puts it officially within the family of organi-
zations of Southern Baptist work. . L

In Florida there has been a sizeable increase, both in num-
ber of Brotherhood organizations and total membership. In
our state office we have segn a change of' associates. Mr.
George Linney left to go to Georgia to become Assistant Ad-
ministrator of Georgia Baptist Hospital. His place has been
taken by Mr. Julian L. Stenstrom, a Stetson University gradu-
ate, and a native Floridian who is well versed in Baptist work.
He has been given the title of Associate-in-charge of Brother-
hood Work. This means that Mr. Stenstrom for all practical
purposes is the State Brotherhood Secretary. Mr. C. A. Hol-
comb, who is head of the Music-Brotherhood Department of
the state, remains in that position but this division of work
merely means a distribution of responsibility so as to better
do the work. All of this means that we now have one man
giving full time to Brotherhood work and another man giving
some of his time. This in itself is a step forward.
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REPORT OF THE RELIEF AND ANNUITY BOARD
Rev. 0. G. Hall

The reports, reviewing the work of the Relief and Annuity
Board, presented.at the annual meeting of the Board in
Dallas, on March 8th, showed 1949 to be a year of continued
progress and enlarged service to our Southern Baptist con-
stituency.

Officers of the Board were re-elected: Dr. Wallace Bassett,
president; Dr. Walter R. Alexander, executive secretary; Dr.
Robert S. Jones, associate secretary; and Mr. Orville Groner,
treasurer-investments.

Total income for 1949 was $4,269,496.13, with total benefits
paid, amounting to $1,375,209.25. Total assets of the Board
as of December 31, 1949, were $17,613,434.86.

The relief department again spent more than it received in
1949. Southern Baptists gave $225,376.33 for relief of aged
‘ministers and widows of ministers, while the department, spent
$242,066.37 in an effort to prevent suffering and want, among
our old preachers. We would urge every church in the assoc-
iation to follow the Calendaf of Denominational Activities of
the Southern Baptist Convention and take a fellowship offer-
ing for ministerial relief, preferably at the observance of the
Lord’s Supper or at such time as convenient for the church.

There is much need for greater promotion in all states. As
yet there are too many pastors who do not have the protection
offered by the Ministers Retirement Plan and the Widows
Supplemental Annuity Plan. Many of our pastors are retiring
without any retirement benefit and are throwing a burden
upon the relief department beyond its resources. Your state
office desires the assistance of pastors, and others whp have
this protection, to assist in the work of enlistment, bringing
others into the plans provided for them.

The broadened Social Security bill, passed by the United
States Senate on June 20, 1950, excluded all employees of
churches, and church related groups, from the Social Security
program. The bill, as first drawn by the committee, Included
such employees, but at the insistence of Southern Baptist
leaders, the committee changed the bill to exclude them. The
Southern Baptist Convention, meeting in Chicago, passed a
strong resolution, requesting that religious groups be ex-
cluded. Now that the Senate has granted the request of South-
ern Baptists, it becomes imperative that all lay employees,
such as educational directors, church secretaries, janitors, etc.,
be enrolled in one of the plans of the Board, that they not be
made to suffer because of the historic position of Baptists on
complete separation of church and state.
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REPORT ON AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY

The Psalmist says— Psalms 119:105. “Thy word is a lamp
unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” The Bible is Gods
word. The nations must have its light to guide them out of
the dark abyss of turmoil and strife into which they have
fallen, or the end of civilization may be upon us.

The American Bible Society has taken its place along with

‘other great Christian movements to help spread the word of

God. It aids in translation of the scriptures into the language
of the people so that it may be read without the h Ip of an
interpreter, it publishes them without note or comment, and
distributes them at no profit, often below cost, at home and
abroad, in the great cities, and in remote areas, to the Armed

Forces, in Hospitals, anywhere and everywhere that men will
accept Gods word.

Russia is the number one problem today, her little people
are being oppressed, their freedom being denied them, they
can no longer worship God according to the dictates of their
conscience, at least not publicly, they need and, we have reason
to believe, they want the Bible. How to get it to them is the
great problem. The Iron Curtain being clamped down so tight-
ly it is hardly possible to get it to them, although some
agencies claim that they have access to her peopie with the
scripture. Let us take warning from an editorial in the Bap-
tist Witness of October 12, and investigate before we contri.
bute to any person or organization for the distribution of
Bibles to Russia, as the American Bible Society is one of the
oldest and most reliable Bible distribution ‘agencies in Ameri-
ca and has now already printed, as of June 1st, 1950:

Rusglan Bibles ... 8% ... .x. 96,062
Russian Testaments and Psalms .. 199,596
Matthew ...................... 150,713
MBEE .. nevienioi ois e sl sis sies e 132,347
5L L RN o e e A S G 148,276
JORM oo 114,094

ready for distribution to Russia as soon as a way can be found.

Japan having lost faith in her Emperor as her God, has
turned to the Bible. General McArthur estimates that it will
take Thirty Million Copies to meet her needs, he urgently calls
upon America to supply this need. The American Bible Society
has shouldered all of the responsibility that she feels she can
carry, having distributed 3,000,000 Japanese Scriptures in
1950, and pledging distribution of 5,000,000 in 1951, They
need and must have our help in this worthy undertaking if
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the goal is to be reached.

In 1949-50 the American Bible Society distributed through
its own work at home and abroad, nearly 9,000,000 volumes of
the Scriptures, another 2,000,000 were produced through gifts
of materials and money to Bible Societies of other countries,
bringing the total to nearly 11,000,000 for the year.

Southern Baptist gave $78,384 of this amount. The need and
the challenge this year is greater than ever, may we prayer-
fully lay the needs of the Society upon the hearts of our people
and strive toward a worthy goal for 1950-51.

MUSIC REPORT

The work of music in the Southern Baptist Convention and
the state of Florida has progressed marvelously In the past
twelve months. We have seen the publication of several more
of the Music Training Course books which were greatly need-
ed to carry on the work of training our church musiclans. In
addition to this there has come from the presses of the Baptist
Sunday School Board in Nashville, the first issue of our own
Baptist music magazine. It is known as ‘The Church Musician.’
The first issue was October 1. This magazine is to be published
monthly and may be ordered along with all other Sunday
School and Training Union literature. On the order blanks
now being sent out from the Sunday School Board a place is
provided for the ordering.

This magazine every month should be in the hands of every
pastor, every church music director, church organists or
pianist and every choir member as a minimum for each church.
The magazine will have 32.pages plus cover each month, 16
pages being filled with articles concerning Southern Baptist
music work and 16 pages taken in the publication of music of
all types from special arrangements to anthems and hymns
that can be used by the choirs of Southern Baptist churches.
We heartily recommend this magazine to our people. The use
of this magazine will keep many of our people from desiring
the use of inferior publications that are coming from com-
mercial presses day by day. ,

In Florida the Music-Brotherhood Department of our state
convention has been fostering a music education program in
many churches, has taken workers into several churches dur-
ing the year, has led in providing leadership conferences and
associational schools of music, sponsored music camp for
young people and provided music in assemblies. Six regional
Music Festivals were held in the spring culminated by the
State Music Festival held at Stetson University. This idea is
to be carried out on a larger scale in 1951. We urge our
churches to participate in these activities.
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REPORT OF RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE
Rev. J. Paul Kessler

Whereas, The Alachua Baptist Association meeting in gene-
;ral assembly at Wahoo this 24th and 25th of October, 1950,
and Whereas, We, as New Testament Churches, have a divine
commission to perform and whereas, We recognize that there
are many enemies which must be defeated if God’s program is
to succeed and whereas, God, being all wise, has furnished the
tools for us to use in combatting these enemies, ,

Therefore, be it Resolved, that the Alachua Baptist Assoc- "
iation in this one hundred fourth session pledge its su\)port
and prayers to the Baptist program in general and to this
association in particular.

Resolved: that the gratitude of this Association be expressed
to the Wahoo Baptist Church and its pastor, W. D. Hand, Jr.,
and to the ladies and men who presided over the meals.

Resolved: that thanks be expressed for the fine reports and
messages by the Associational and State Workers.

Resolved: that, as an Association, we will strive to be a part
of God’s great army in action.

Resolved: that the Alachua Association hereby voice its
approval of the effort to call a local option election in Sumter
County and pledges the loyal support of its Ministers and lay-
men to this effort to banish alcohol from the county and also,

Be It Resolved, that a copy of this resolution be incorporated
in our minutes and released to the press.

WOMAN'S MISSIONARY UNION ASSOCIATIONAL OFFICERS

Officers of the Alachua Woman's Misslonary‘ Union elected
at the regular quarterly meeting at Wildwood on October 12,
1950, and submitted for ratiticat&m to the annual session of
the Alachua Association. .

President: Mrs. Wm. B. Thirlwell, Brooksville.
Vice President: Mrs. J. P. Bennett, Bushnell.
Secretary: Mrs. W, K. Jenkins, Inverness.
Young People’s Leader: Mrs. Egan Jones, Wildwood.
Community Missions Chairman: Mrs. W. M. O’Dell, Oxford.
Stewardship Chairman: Msr. C. K. Byerly, Center Hill.
Mission Study Chairman: Mrs. W. T. Lamb, Sr., Center Hill.
Margaret Fund Chairman: Mrs. D. M. Edward, Center Hill.
Training School Chairman: Mrs. Frank Roesel, Coleman.
Children’'s Home Chairman: Mrs. J. D. Stultz, Wildwood.
Publicity Chairman: Mrs. W. E. Crum, Bushnell.

District Superintendents

Mrs. Retta Pettys, Istachatta; Mrs. G. W, Kinard, Webster;
Miss Lula O’Dell, Oxford. :

Executive Committee Members At Large
Mrs. Loys Frink, Inverness: Mrs. W. P. Pemberton, Center Hill
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OUR CONSTITUTION

tll- This body shall be known as the Alachua Baptist Associ-
ation. ‘ .

2. It shall be composed of churches generally recognized as
Missionary Baptist Churches.

3. Its session (Legislative, Administrative, Promotional and
Fellowship), shall be regularly elected representatives of the
churches who may be present and who may be accepted by the
elected members on the basis of two messengers from each
church, and one additional for each twenty-five members or
major fraction thereof, in excess of fifty.

4. The Officers of the Association shall be the Moderator,
Vice-Moderator, Clerk-Treasurer. Also the Presidents of the
Sunday School, W. M. S., B. T: U. and Brotherhood.

5. The Executive Committee of the Association shall be the
above named officers, together with all resident pastors in the
Association.

6. The Moderator shall preside over the sessions, keep order,
take a vote on all questions properly presented and perform
such other duties as are usual to such officer. The Clerk shall
keep a record of the proceedings of the body in session, have
the same printed and distributed to the churches according to
the funds provided and as the body may direct. The Treasurer
shall keep an accurate. record of all monies received; pay out
upon the instruction of the body and make an itemized report
of same to the Association at annual session.

7. The Executive Committee shall have general supervision
of the work fostered by the Association. It shall meet quarterly
and plan for the promotion of various interests of the organi-
zed work, using its best efforts to stimulate the spirituality
and activity of the churches, and shall make report of its work
to the Association at its annual session.

8. The Association shall meet annually at such time and
place as may be agreed upon by the body, or when necessity
arises, by the Executive Committee,

9. Churches may be admitted to membership in this Associ-
ation by representatives bearing a petitionary letter with
statistical data; provided they are found to be orthodox by a
committee appointed by the Moderator. Upon a favorable vote
of the body, the Moderator shall extend the hand of fellowship
on behalf of the Association.

10. The Association shall have the right and the power to
withdraw fellowship from any church in its membership, upon
grounds which it may deem justifiable.

11. Any church shall have the right to withdraw from the
Association upon due notice to the body.

12. Any church failing to report to the Association, neither
sending representatives or letter.'\_twlce in succession, shall be
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dropped from the roll of active members and put on a list of
“inactive churches.”

13. This Constitution may be altered or amended by a two-
thirds vote of the body in session.

REPORT ON COOPERATIVE PROGRAM
(Stewardship and Tithing)

Last year Southern Baptists recorded an increase in stew-
ardship and giving. Their total gifts through the churches
were 14.6% higher than the preceding year. Gifts to missionary
and benevolent causes were increased 2.3%, or about one-sixth
as mush as the increase in total gifts. We rejoice in the growth
in support of local church programs, and the erection of new
and needed buildings. We would call attention, however, to
a trend to increase these things at the expense of growth in
missionary and benevolent works. Faithful Christian steward-
ship would indicate the need to watch carefully this trend,
and to do something to correct it.

The Cooperative Program is our Baptist plan for support
of all the work of the Kingdom as undertaken by Baptists.
Through it “every member gives to everything’’. The humblest
member in the smallest church in the remotest section of the
country has an important part in the greatest work in the
world—when he gives through the Cooperative Program.

Southern Baptists have adopted a plan for stewardship ed-
ucation and enlistment whicl has already worked wonders
in churches which have tried it; It is called Tithers Enlistment
Visitation. It is a program in which tithers visit others to tell
them about Christian stewardship, give their own testimony,
and say, “Will you not join me in tithing?"

We recommend that: every pastor lead his church to observe
Tithers Enlistment Visitation and that all our churches co-
operate in its use; that our people be urged to give more sup-
port to all our missionary and benevolent work through the
Cooperative Program; and that we seek to raise the level of
giving and deepen the spiritual life of all our people through
emphasis upon Christian stewardship and tithing.

REPORT OF BUDGET COMMITTEE

Printing Minutes .......iccveinnoo ey $150.00
Clerk, Postage, Misc. ...........ccc. 125.00
MOGEERIOD . . e s e el e e a alsle e 75.00
i ot SR S P I 0 OGS G TG 4 2 IO 1 0 N 5 (T 100.00
Sunday Schoo] . ..o cicvevveortanvans 125.00
e R 2 I A A e i oy A0 ORI 2 OR T £ O .. 15.00
BrotherBood . . . .« o cccrunssevisciviaio, 50.00

S g, U TR A B oD O EIOH O I G O AT & $700.00
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TREASURER'S REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING

SEPTEMBER 30, 1950
By G. H. Stapp

Bank Balance October 1, 1949 . ...... ‘ $863.11
RECEIPTS:

L RN NG M SN TV S 3.00
K R SR S R 140.00
BUREEEIE ..y S T B b Ry 120.45
S e SRR AT e 3.00
TR N N AT e S T R R 5.00
e R I N B e L | e A 9.05
AT N R Y S S R S AP el 14.97
B i S R e 2.00
e R U B 5.00
O R T 1.00
L e SR W SO 60.00
R G N SN S WP IR 27.99
R N R S RN 2.00
ORI 5 i o s s Biawin wieis s 0 sramie 4 e o 5.00
A SR A OTU A S 77.59
Pleasant Hill ..............cc0ivvun. 3.50
Sumterville . ...:.......c 00000000000 3.00
RN .. v o s v asiee B bs eie e bie e b 5.00
L R O S A G D 5.00
WHAWOOd . ..:.....coco00cipesccsses 75.00
L e R e SO P NP S 8.60

TOTAL RECEIPTS .............. 576.15

PAYMENTS: ‘

T R S 69.67
Sunday School ..............cci0uun.. 50.00
R S R 62.31
G A P < (PRI 75.00
Printing Minutes ............c.c0.0.. 130.00
Projector and Equipment ............. 128.07

TOTAL PAYMENTS ............. 515.06
OPERATING GAIN FOR THE YEAR .. ., 61.10
NET GAIN FOR THE YEAR .......... 61.10

Bank Balance September 30, 1950 . ... $924.21
DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS

Goneral eae .. ... ... ... .00 595.94
Assembly Ground Fund .............. 319.67
Revival Fund ......... ety e e ol le o il 8.60
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OBITUARY, ¢
“In Loving Memory of Our Deceaged”

Since we last met, our heavenly Father in his divine wisdom
has called from our midst several of our brothers and sisters
who have been our co-laborers in the Master’s Work. We pause
in loving memory of their inspiration and companionship and
renew our dedication to our Savivor’s Kingdom.

The clouds separate us from them. Their faces are seen by
us no more, but their deeds live and shall live to bless the
world as long as time shall last, and, some day, we who are
His children shall see them in the glory of that life which is
clothed in morality, where the ravages of time shall no more
separate us from fellowship with them, where sin and disease
have no power. We lovingly dedicate this page to their memo-
ries, and commit them to the loving care of an all-wise Father,
until the dawning of that eternal day when we shall join them.

_
In Memoriam .

DECEASED MEMBERS
ADAMSVILLE: Bro. C. D. Saunders, Bro. John
Stafford »

BROOKSVILLE: Bro. G. R. Ellis, Bro. Alan Hill,
Sister Cabel Peterson, Bro. H. S. Simmons, Bro.
H. W. Truett.

BUSHNELL: Bro. Sol Beville

COLEMAN: Sister Willie Fortner, Sister Myrtice
Barnhill.

EDEN: Bro. W. D. Link

Floral City: Bro. J. J. Clements, Deacon, Sister Ross,
Sister Smith.

HEBRON: Sister Amy Bishop.

INVERNESS: Sister J. L. Forren.

LECANTO: Sister S. G. Beville. :

LINDEN: Sister G. W. Giddeons, Bro. G. W. Wade.

OXFORD: Bro. Eli Baxley, Bro. Ambrose Blair,
Sister Lula Hall, Bro. R. R. Robinson. L

SUMTERVILLE: Bro. E. W. Barry.

WAHOO: Bro. Issac M. Woddard.

WEBSTER: Bro. C. T. Pullen, Sister C. A. Hooks,
Sister Henry AKkins.

WILDWOOD: Sister N. O. Jones.

‘
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