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T the feveral Churches they reprefeat, or from which they have
received Letters, : :

P

Grace be to you and peace frém God our Faiber, and from
' Fefus Chrift our Lord {

BELOVED BRETHREN,

UNDER divine prote&ion we held
our annual meeting, at the time and place appointed,
and hope we enJoyed communion with God, and with
his faints. From the contents of your Letters it ap-
pears that there has been no great increafe in the
churches this year, in regard of numbers ; but we are
happy to find that in other refpefts there is caufe for
thankfulnels. Excepting two or three of the church=
es, which are in a low afilicted ﬂate, the reft of them
are dwelling in peace, and walking in the fear of the
Lord ; and one* of them, which had been difiolved, is

“ROW xevwad and admitted again to fellowthip with ws.
In connexion with our laft General Letter, and
agreeably to the appointment made at the yearly meet-
ing, we now addrefs you, dear brethren, ona {ubjett,

2 The Church as Burion upon-Trent,
18888
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not only of general intereft, but which more immedi-
ately relates to that folemn profe{ﬁon which you have
made of Chriftianity, THE PRACTICAL USES OF THE
ORDINANCE OF BAPTISM.

That Chriftian baptifm is properly adminiftered on=
Iy by immetfion, and to thofe who make a credible
profeflion of faith in Chrift, it is no part of our prefent
defign to prove. Addreﬂincr ourfelves to you, we fhall
take each of thefe partrculars for granted. The fole
objet to which we now requeft your attention, sy

“T'he influence of this ordinance, (where it produces its

proper eﬁe&s) in promoting pict y id individuals, and
purity in the church.

There is no part of true religion that is merely fpee-
glative ; the whole is defigned and adapted to fan&ify
the foul.  We may prefume, therefore, that if baptifm
be an ordinance of God, and of perpetual obhcratlon
in the church, it is of importance t6"Chriftian praéhceo

But it is not on prefumptive evidence that we wifh
to reft the improvement of this inftitution, any more
than the inflitution itfelf ; neither thall we go about
to conne&t with it acknowieawed duties by imaginary
alliances ; ; but fhall confine ourfeivras to thofe ufes of

‘the ordinance which are actually made, or nggefted, in
“the New Teftament, We could addrefs many things

to Parents, and thmgs of importance too, on bringing
up their children in the nurtuge and admeonition of tha
Lord ; we could alfo urge it upon the children of be-
lievers, that they are calt wpon the Lord from their
earlieft infancy; but as we find nothing of this kind in
the {criptures connecled with boptifin, however important
thele things would be in their place, they would be
altogether irrelevant while treating on this ordinance.

Baptifm is a divine inftitution, pertaining to the king-
dom of the Mefliah, or the gofpel difpenfation, John
received it ¢ from heaven, and adminiftered it to the
Jews, who, on his proclaiming that < the,.-‘.mgdsrn of
heaven was at hand,” confefled theirfing. Jelus gave
fanion to it by his example ; and after his veluirec.
tion, when all power in heaven and earth was commits
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ted to him, confirmed, and exfended it to belicvers of
all nations. Whatever circumftantial diferences there
might be, therefore, between the baptifm of :

s
that of Chrilt, they were fubffantially the fame. "1
were things in former ages which bore a re/fimblance to
it ; as the falvation of Noah and his family in the ark,
the paffage of the liraelites through the fea, divers
wathings or bathings prefcribed by the Mofuic ritual,
&c. ; but the thing itlelf exifted not, till 3t was re-
vealed to the immediate forerunmer of Chrift. :
The principal defign of ir appears to be, 4 folemn
and praciical profeffan of the Chrifiian religion. Such
was the baptiim of Johm, who ¢ faid anto the people,
that they fhould believe on him who fhould come after -
him ; that 15, or Chrift Jeus” And fuch was that
in times of the apoftles. Paul, addrefling himfelf to
the churches in Gallatia, who, after having profefled
to believe in Chrift, cleaved to the Molzic law asa
medium of juftification, thus fpeaks.: ¢ The law was
our fchoolmafter te bring us to Chrift, that we mighz
be juftified by faith ; but after that faith is come, we
are no longer under a fchoolmafter.  For ye are all
- the children of God by faith in Chrift Jefus. For as
many of you as hewe been baptized into Chrift, bave PUT
oN CurisT.” The allufion is to the putiing on of
apparel ; as when one that enters into the fervice of a
prince, puts on his diftinguifhing attire ; and the de-
fign of the facred writer s to remind thole of them
who had before profefled the Jewiih religion, that by
a folemn act of their own, they had, asit were, put off
Mofes, and put on Chrift, There is a putting on of
Chrilt which is internal, and confifts in relinguithing
the former lufls, and being of the mind of Chrift 3*
but that which is referred to appears to, be an open pre-
JSeff:on of his name, to the renouncing of every thing
thatftood 1 competition with him. 1t was,therefore,
true of “ as many as had been baptized,” whether they
abode in the truth or not.  And even their being * the
childrendof God by faith in Chrift Jefus,” feems to

* Rom. R, 14,
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exprefs what they were in profeffion, rather than what
they werein fa¢t. They had, by their baptiim, difown-
ed all dependence on the privileges of birth, and the
adoption which pertained to them as the children of
Abraham ; declared their acquielcence in that power,
or privilege, to become the fons of God, which the
gofpel imparts to them that believe.  The mention of
this was perfeltly in point, as it greatly heightened the
evil of their defection. The amount is, That as many
as were baptized in the primitive ages, were wolyntary a-
gents, and fubmitted to this ordinance, for the purpofe of
making a folemn and practical profeffion of the Chriffian
Jaith, It was their oath of allegiance to the King of
Zion ; that by which they avowed the. Lord to be
their God. Hence a rejection of it involved  a rejec-
tion of the counfel of God.”’* The {in of the pharifees
and lawyers confifted not in their refufing to fubmit ta
baptifm as unbelievers ; but in net embracing the Mef=
fizh, and fo putting on’the badge of his profeffion.
‘Their rejection of the fign was juftly conftrued as a re.
je€tion of the thing fignified ; as when a rebel refufes
to take the oath of allegiance, it is conftrued as a refuf-
al of fubmiffion and fubjetion to his rightful prince, -
Such, brethren, is the profeflion we have made.
‘We have not only declared in words, our repentance
towards Gad, and faith towards our Lord Jefus Chrift ;
but have faid the fame things by our baptifm. We
have folemnly furrendered ourfelves up to Chrift, sak-
ing him to be our prophet, prieft, and king'; engag-
ing to receive his dolirine, to rely on his atonement,
and to obey his laws. ‘I'he vows of God are upon us.
We have even fworn to keep-his righteous judgments ;
and without violating the oath of Ged, cannot go back.
if it be a fin not to confefs the Lord Jefus, through
fear or fhame, it is a flill greater fin, “after we have
confefled him, to turn from the holy commandment.
The religion of Jefus confifts partly of zrutls to be
believed, and partly of precepts to be obeyed 5 and the
ordinance of baptifm furnithes motives for a faithfuf
_adherence to both.
# Luke vii. 30,
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_ We have been baptized * in the name of the Fa-
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit ;”“*é{ﬁi
have thus praftically avowed our belief in them. 1&
was at Jordan that the Father bore witnefs to his well
beloved Som, and that the Holy Spirit defcended upon
him ; hither, therefore, in the early ages, men were
dire&ed to repair, that they might learn the dodirine
of the Trinity. If we relinquifh this do&rine, we vir-
tually relinquith our baptifm. Of this there need not
be a more convincing proof than the inclination which
has been difcovered by thofe who have renounced the

- dofirine, to difufe the form of baptizing in the name
of the facred Three. :

We have alfo profeffed, by our baptifm, to to em-
brace that great falvation which is accomplifhed by the
united influence of the facred Three. We have in ef-
fe& declared our acquiefcence in the freenels of the
Father’s grace, in the all-fufficient atonement of the
Son, and in the fanéifying influence of the Holy Spir-
it ; for thefe are the principal things by which, in the
New Teftament account of the economy of grace, each
is diftingnifhed. Nor can we renounce them, withs
out virtually renouncing our bapti{m.

The immerfion of the body in water, which 1s a pu-
rifying element, contains a profeflion of our faith in
Churitt, through the fhedding of whofe bloed we are
cleanfed from all fin. Hence, baptilm in the name of
Chrift is faid to be *c for the remiffion of fins.””* Not
that there is any fuch virtue in the element, whatever
be the quantity ; nor in the ceremony, though of dis
vine appointment ; but it contains a fzn of the way in
which we muft be faved. Sin is walhed away in bap-
tilm in the fame fenfe as Chrifl’s flefh is eaten, and his
blood drank, in the Lord’s fupper ; the fign when
rightly ufed, leads to the thing fignified. Remiffion
of fins is afcribed, by Peter, not properly to baptifm ;
but to the game in whick the parties were to be baptiz-
ed.  Thus, alfo, Saul was direéied to ¢ wa/b away his

Jins, calling on the name of the Lord.”” Naarly akin to
= Al BN Em 00
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this is the idea conveyed to ug in the firlt epiftle of Pe:
ter : ¢ The long-fuffering of God waited in the days
 of Noah, while the ark was preparing, wherein few,
that is, eight fouls were Javed by water.  'The like fig-
ure whereunto baptifin doth 7w feve ws, (not the puts
ting away of the filth of the fefh, but the anfwer of a
. good confcience towards God) by the refurre@ion of
Jefus Chrift.”* The falvation of Noah and his family
by the ark was ¢ figure of our lalvation by the death
and refurrection of Jefus Chrifh  The atk for a time
was furrounded, as it were, with waters from abeve,
and from beneath ; but it furvived its trial, and thofe
who were in it were at lemgth brought fafe to land.
Chrift allo for a time {uftaived the deluge of wrath due
to cur fins ; but furvived the trial, rifing triumphantly
from the dead, and thereby faved us from everlafting
death. Of this preat tranfaltion, baptifin is 2 like fig-
wre. It is another fign of the fame thing. The re-
femblance of baptifm by immerfion, to the death and
refurreCtion of Chrift, and the [uitablenefs of one to
fionify our faith in the other, are manifeft. Tt is thus
that baptifm doth now Jfave ws ; not as putting away
the filth of the fleth ; (for all the virtie contained in
the ordinance itfelf is < the anfwer of a good con-
feience toward God,”) but as affording a fign of our
falvation by the viGtorious refurre@tion of our Lord
Jefus Chrift. i :
And as we are taught by our baptilm to adhere to
the do&rine of God our Saviour, fo we are furnithed
with metives to adorn it by a boly converfation. Thus
it is introduced in the epiitles to the Romans and Co-
loffians as a fign of our being dead; and buried, to the
principles and purfuits of the prefeat world ; and by
faith in Chrift, raifed as into 2 new world.f The dearh
of Chrift is emphatically mentioned as that into which
we are baptized—< Know ye not, that fo many of us
as were baptized into Jefus Chrift, were baptized in-
to his death 2 Therefore we are buried with him by
baptifm inro death ; that like as Chrift died; and was
* 1 Pet il 20, 25, - T Rom. vl 3—12- Col. 1i. 52.
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Faifed up from the dead by the gloiy of the Father, &:
yen fo we alio thould walkin newnefs of life.”  @Ghgilt’$
dying for fin 2fiorded 2 moft powerful ‘motive for our
dying fo it and the immerfion'of the body in baptifm,
being * in the likenels” of the former; farsifhes an ad-
ditional motive to the latter:

Theleading idea faggefted by a death and burial feems
to be that of feparation frem #he wworld, Thete is no
greater line of feparation than that which is drawn be-
tween the dead and the living. Thedead know not a-
ny thing ; and have no portion in ail that is done un-
der the fun. Such is the line which is drawn by the
faith of the operation of God, between the world re-
newed and the world depraved ; of which baptifm is
the appointed fign:  If, after this, wear¢ found among
evil doers, we may well be confidered and fhunned as
a kind of apparitions, which have no proper concerng
in the affairs of mortals. : i 3 :
 The apottle applied this reafoning againft 2 conform-
ity to abrogated ceremonies. < If ye be dead with
Chrift from the rudiments of the world,; why, as though
living in the world, are ye fubjedt to ordinances ?'*
The fame reafoning is applicable to other things. Ifwe
be dead with Chrift, why; as though living, dré we fub-
ject to the lufts of the fleth, the lult®ef the eye, and the
pride of lite, which are of the world I’ Why are any of
us conformed to this world ; and not rather transformas
ed by the renewing of our minds ? If we be dead, and
our life be hid with Chrift in God ; why are not our
affections fet on things above, and not on things on the
earth © We cannot but exprels our concern, that per-
fons profelling godlinefs fhould be carried away by the
courie of this world, as many are ; meanly imitating
the ungodly, whofe condud they ought rather to re-
prove. Such imitation, {o far as it opetates, containg
2 virtual renunciation of our baptifin.  The ideas of
baptifta and a feparation from the world, whether con-
nefted by wmg or mot, are flrongly affociated in thé
ininds of men in’ general.  After this, we cannot unite

2ol i 202
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with them in evil, without drawing upon eurfelves their
moft pointed cenfures. They may labour to feduce us
for the fake of comforting themfelves ; and while ac-
comphfhlng their purpofe may fupprefs their private
thoughts of us, and even compliment us for our liberal-
ity ; but if we comply, their pretended efteem will be
turned into reproach. Nor ought we to confider this
as an evil; but rather as a mercy, God hath hereby
feta hedge about us, which tends mere than a little to
preferve us from temptation.. If any think otherwife,
‘2nd feeluneafythat they cannot at like other men, with-
out drawing upor themfelves the cenfures of manhmd it
is a dark fign that thelr hearts are not right in the
fight of God.

Nor is this ordinance adapted merely to feparate be-
tween believers and unbelievers itdividually confidered ;
its defign is alfo to draw a line of diftin¢tion between the
kingdom of Chrift,andtle kingdom of Satan. Whatevermay

- be faid of baptilim as it is now generally underftood and
pra&tifed, and of the perfonal religion of thofe who prac-
tile it, it was originally appoxmed to be the boundary of
vifible chriftianity. ‘This is a principle, which, if prop-
erly atted upon, would go far to prevent the confound-
ing of the church and the world ; and which, confe-
quently, tends more than any thing of the kind to coun-
teract ecclefiaftical degeneracy and corruption. Had the
chriftian church in all ages admitted none to baptifm,
from whomfoever defcended, but thofe who profefled to
repent and believe the gofpel it 1s fcareely conceivable
that any others would have been admitted to the Lord’s

fupper ; and if fo, a fiream of corruption, which has
actually deluged it with antichriftianifm, would have
been diverted at the fpring-head. The church might
indeed have been corrupted from other caufes, but thefe
would have been merely accidental. Hypocrites and for-
malifts might have 1mpofed themf{elves upon it, as they
did in fome degree in the apoftolic age ; but they would
have been intruders. Whatever of thlb kind might have
exifted, believers could not have been confitusionally
yoked together with unbelicvers, The carnal delcend:
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ants of godly people could not have claimed a pl ace
Chrift’s vifible kmgdom. The church could not ye
become national, embracing as its children all who are
born in a chriftianized covntry, without any profeffion
of perfonal religion. Princes and nobles, if worthy,
would have been received into its communion as breth-

ren ; but not as rulers or patrens ; and if unworthy,
refuled ; even though an expefare to perfecution had
been the confequence. But if perfons be admitted to
baptifm without any profefiion of perfonal religion, or
“upon the profeflion of others on their behalf, their ad-
miflion to the Lord's fupper will in moft cafes follow a3
a matter of courfe. Indeed itought to follow ; for though
amongfit evangelical diffenters thefe things are feparated,
yet from the bcgm*ung it was not fo. Neither fcrip-
ture nor the praltice of the ancient churches afford a
fingle example of a baptized perfon, unlefs his conduée
was grofsly immoral, being ineligible to communion ;
and if all who are now baptized, be admitted to the fup-
per, the line of feparation will be broken ; the church
‘will be no longer * a garden enclofed ;” but an open
wildernefs, where every beaft of prey can range at pleaf-
ure.  Thus, indeed, it was foretold it fhould be.
The writer of the Apocalypfe, defcribing the corrup-
tions which fhould prevail in the vifible church dur-
ing the twelve hundred and fixty years reign of anti-
chrift, reprefents it under the form of the owter court of
the temple being Zjf# out of the mealurement as profane,
and giver 1o the Gentiles 10 bz trodden under foot, in like
manner as the holy place and holy city had been trodden
dowa by the heathen, in the time of Antiochus.

As the principle of believers’ baptifm, properly acted
upon, would prevent the admiffion of all unconverted
chara&eu, except hypocrites and {felf-deceivers, fo it
would have its influcnce in repelling them. * The habits
of fome hypocritical charaters, it is true, would render
it ar eafy thing to overleap this boundary ; butit is e-
qually true, that, to others it would be an effectual bar,
"There are not a few in the religious world who would
like well to be members of a chriftan church, efpecially
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where the paltoris a mon of refpe&a‘bil ty,provided they
could be adﬂmed wnhou. drawing upon themfelves the
laugh of the irreligious. There is reafon to believe that
nany perions of geuteel connexions, who with to be
thought religious, and whofe conlciences approve of
believers? baptifm, are withheld by this kind of fhame
from offering themfelves to our churches. = An ordi-
nance which thus operates, poflefles a mark of its per-
tamning to that kingdom which s ¢ not of this world,”
and mto which it 1s ¢ hard for a rich man te enter.””
As the leading idea fuggelted by a death and burial is
kat of jepararion from the world, fo the principal thing
: denoted by 2 refurreftion is an entrance into a new ltate
of being, Such is that ¢ newnefs of lifs,”” of which the
1mmcrﬁon of the bouy from the waters of baptifm is a
fien, and to which it furnithes an important motive,
‘The religion of Jefus does not confift in mere négatives.
Itisinot enough that we be dead to the world ; we muft
be alive to God. "With real chmftians, old things are
pafled away, and all things are becomenew. Unlefs our
baptifin, therefore, be mereiy a fign, or an unmeaning
c#remony our hopes, feats, forrows, joys, companions,
principles and purfuits are oppofite to thofeof this world,
Yyen a partial retuyn to 1t is inconfiftent with our b'\pa
tifinal yows. I thofe who profefs to be dead to the world
cannot walk 1 the courle of i, wi ithout being confidered
and {hunned asa kind of apparitions; thofe who are ahve
from the dead cannot return, wzthout velembling a hvmg
charalter wha fhould take up his abode'in a fepulchre,
A few general refleCtions will conclude this cpiftle.
The bap‘ufrn of a number of ferious chriftians is an
interclting and impreffive fpeétacle. Often on fuch fol-
emn ocmﬁqm_, have we witnefled the fall Ing tear ; not
only from the parties baptizcd and otliers 1mmemately
connefted with them, but from indifferent {peétators,
We could appeal to the confciences of many ferious
chniftians, whether they did not receive their firfl convic-
‘vions of the reality of religion at fuch oportunities ? We
could appcai to all of you, who have been in the habit
of attending the adminiftration of this ordinance, wheth-

&
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er it has not frequently furnifhed you with the moft fol-
emn and tender refledions ? Has not thefight of o
number of young chriftians, offering t’lemfeiﬁe&_‘ vil=
lingly to the Lord, touched the fecret § fprings of holy
f,nubmt) ? Yes, you have beeareminded by it of your
own folemn engagements, and led to inquire in what
manner they have been fulfilled. You have remem-
bered the days of your eipoafals, when you firft went
after your faviour, as in the wilderncls, and have been
fweetly impelled to renew the folemn furrender. Nor
have your refle&tions been confined fo yourfelves ; you
have confidered thefe new acceffions to' the church of
God as fupplying the place of others that were taken
away, and as folalling the prom.w, ¢ Inftead of thy fa-
thers, fhall be thy children,” When a number of dear
friends and ufeful charad@ers, have, one after another,
been removed by death, you have been ready to afk,

Who fhail fill up their piace and by whom fhall jacob

arife ? But when others of promxﬁnc gifts and graces

have come forward, and yielded up themielyes to the
Lord in baptifm, they have f{eemed in a manner to be
¢ baptized for the dead.”* Thus, when the ranks of
an army in a befieged city arethinned by repeated en-
gagements, and the hearts of furvivors are ready o
faint, a reinforcement arrives ; a body of new compan-
ions throw themfelves in to 1ts relief, “and infpire themw
with new vigour.

Further : If the foregoing remarks be juft, the imﬂara
fance of believers’ baptifm muil appear in a very differ-
eut light, from that in which fome have reprefented it.
If the ordinary acknowledgments of many who live in
the negle& of this ordinance, and difapprove of the zeal
of others who fubmit to it, may be confidered as expref-
five of their prin@iples, t their condué is not owing to a
{olid convi€tion, arifing from impartial inquiry accom-
panied with prayer, that it i unferiptural, or that they
haye already been baptized accordmg to the inftitution
pf Chn{’c but to a notion thatit is of li#tle or no account.
1 it be of little or no account to bind ourfelves to the
Lord, in the way of his own prefcm’;mg ; to confefs his

* 1 Cor, xv. 20

.
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name before men ; to avow our being dead o the
world, and alive to him ; to preferve the church from
‘being conltitutionally corrupted, and yoked together
with unbelievers ; to obey his commandments, who
faith, ¢ Repentand be baptized every one of you ;”° and
to follow his example, who yielded obedience to this in-
ftitute, faying, ¢ Thus it becometh us to fulfil all right-
eoufnels ;* then may this excufe be admitted. But if
thefe things be important, then is believers® baptifm im-
portant ; and all attempts to depreciate it are offenfive in
the fight of Him, who is the Lord and Lawgiver in Zion.
Fmally, brethren, it becomes us to beware left that
which 1s good in itfelf thould, through the corruption of
our nature, become an occafion of evil. There is per-
haps no temptation miore common among religious
people, than to think too highly of themlelves on ac-
count of their advantages. - Where fuch a fpirit is cher-
ifhed, baptifm may become an idol, and the table of the
Lord itfelf a fnare. It is more than poflible that fome
may fo value themfelves on account of their baptifin, as
to make it a fubftitute for a life of holinefs and univerfal
vighteoufnefs. It appears that fome amonglt the Co-
rinthians approached too near, at leaft, to this {pirit.
They had been baptized—they had eaten and drank at
the table of the Lord—yet they trified with idolatry, and
worldly lufts. ¢ I would not that ye fhould be igno-
rant (faith Paul) how that all our iathers were under
the cloud, and all pafled through the fea, and were al}
baptized unto Mofes in the cloud and in the fea ; and
did all eat the fame fpiritual meat, and did all drink the
fame fpiritual drink ; for they drank of that fpiritual
rock which followed them, and that rock was Chrift.
But with many of them God was not well pleafed ; for
they were overthrown in the wildernefs. Thefe things
were our examples. Wherefore let him that thinketh
he f‘andeth, rake heed left he fall I°7% 1 As if he had
faid, ¢ are you members of 2 community which hath
the prom:red prefence of Chrift 2 Our fathers alfo were
under the clond.  Hath God interpofed in your favour ?

X1 Chrex,
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They paffed threugh the fea, a3 on dry land.  Have you
been baptized ? So were they. They defeended in a
body into the fea ; were burizd as it were, by the cloud
above them, and the waters on each hand of them ; and
afterwards aftendzd on the other fide. Have you been
admitted to the holy fepper ? They alfo ate of that food,
and drank of that fiream, the fpiritual mtent of which
was much the fame. Yet all this 25orded them no fe-
curity, when they provoked the divine jealouly. Not-
withitanding thefe privileges, they fell, and were de-
firoyed of thedeftroyer. Thefe things are recorded for
our admonition.” Of what account then will our bap-
tifm be to us, if, inftead of being dead to the weorld and
alive to God, we be the reverfe ? Will baptifn fave us ?
No, it will bear witnefs againft us | :
And though we may not fall into fo fatal an error, as
to {ubftitute baptifm in the place of holinefs, righteouf-
nefs, and godlinefs ; yet if we cherifh a fond conceit of
ourfelves, magnifying our advantages, to the negleét of
a {pirit of humble watchfulnefs ; our baptifin, inftead
of aiding us, will become a fnare. We do not always
act up to our advantages. It is very poflible that chrif-
tians, who are behind us in this particular, may, not-
withftanding, be before us in their general character.
It were vain and foolifh to imagine, that our poflefling
" the truth in one inftance, will fecure us from error in
-eyery other ; or that our fulfilling this command of
Chrift, however important, will enfure a courfe of uni-
verfal obedience.

Let us never forget, that however adapted this or that
ordinance, form, er mode of church government, may
be to promote our fpiritual interefls, yet if we reftin
the means, they will deceive us; or rather, we fhall de-
ceive ourfelves. « It is the prefence of Chrift only that
can keep us alive, either as individuals, or as churches.
While, therefore, we recommend the means which he
hath prefcribed, we devoutly add, with the apoftle,
¢« The grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you
all —Amen. -



