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DECLARATION OF FAITH. 

I. OF THE SCRIPTURES. 
We believe that the Holy Bible was written by 

men divinely inspired, and is a perfect treasure 
of heavenly instruction: 1 that it has God for its 
author, salvation for its end/ and truth without 
any mixture of error, for its matter ; 3 that it re
v.eals the principles by which God will judge us; • 
and therefore is, and shall remain to the end of 
thP world, the true center of Christian union, 5 

and the supreme standard by which all humaJ;J. 
conduct, creeds, and opinions should be tried.6 

Places in the Bible where taught. 

12 Tim. 3: 16, 17. All Scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor· 
rection, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works. (Also 2 P et. 1 : 21 ; 2 Sam. 23 : 2; Acts 1 : 16; 
3: 21; John 10 : 35; Luke 16 : 29- 31; Ps. 119: 111; 
Rom. 3: 1, 2.) 

• 2 Tim. 3 : 15. Able to make thee wise unto salvation. 
(Also 1 Pet. 1 : 10-12; Acts 11 : 14 ; Rom. 1 : 16; Mark 
ll6: 16; John 5: 38, 39.) 

3 Prov. 30 : 5, 6. Every word of God is pure ... Add thou 
not_unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found 
a bar. (Also John 17 : 17; Rev. 22: 18, 19; Ron::. 3: 4.) 

•Rom. 2: 12. As many as have sinned in the law shall 
be judged by the law. John 12 : 47, 48. If any man hear 
my words ... the word that I have spoken, the same shall 
judge him in the last day. (Also 1 Cor. 4 : 3, 4; Luke 10: 
lQ-16; 12: 47, 48.) 

5 Phil. 3: 16. Let us walk by the same rule, let us min<!, 
5 
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the same thing. (Also Eph. 4 : 3-6; Phil. 2 : 1, 2; 1 Cor. 
1:10; 1Pet.4: 11.) 

6l John 4 : 1. Beloved, believe not every spirit but try 
the spirits whether they are of God. Isa. 8 : 20. ' To the 
la~v and t~ t_he testimony: i~ they_speak not according tc 
th1s word,, 1t 1s hecause there 1s no hght in them. 1 Thess. 
5 : 21. Prove all things. 2 Cor. 13 : 5. Prove your own 
selves. (Also Acts 17 : 11; 1 John 4: 6; Jude 3; Eph, 
6: 17; Ps. 119 :59, 60; Phil. 1 : 9-11.) 

II. OF THE TRUE GOD. 

. Y" e believe that there is one, and only one, 
hvmg and true God, an infinite, intelliaent Spirit 

h . J 0 ' w ose name rs EHOV AH, the Maker and Supreme 
Rul~r of ~eaven and earth ; 1 inexpressibly glori
ous m holmess, 2 and worthy of all possible honor, 
confidence, and love; 3 that in the unity of the 
Godhead there are three persons, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost; 4 equal in every divine 
perfection, 5 and executina distinct but harmoni
ous offices in the great w~·k of redemption.6 

Places in the Bible where taught. 
1 John 4: 24. God is a Spirit. Ps. 147 : 5. His under· 

~tanding is infinite. Ps. 83 : 18. Thou, whose name alone 
1s JEHOVAH, art the Most High over all the earth. (He b. 
3: 4; Rom. 1: 20; Jer.10: 10.) 

2 Exod. 15 : 11. Who is like unto thee ... glorious in 
holiness. (Isa. 6 : 3; 1 Peter 1 : 15, 16; Rev. 4: 6-8.) 

3 Mark 12 : 30. Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul and with all thy mind 
and with all thY: strength. Rev. 4': 11. Thou art worthy: 
0 Lord, to rece1ve _glory and honor and }JOwer: for tho iii 
hast created all thmgs, aud for thy pleasme they are and 
were.created. (Matt. 10: 37; Jer. 2: 12, 13.) 

4 Matt. 28 : 19. Go ye therllfore and teach all nations 
baptizing them in the name of the' Father and of the Son' 
and of the Holy Ghost. John 15 : 26. When the Com: 
forter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father 
even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father: 
he shfill testify of me. (1 Cor. 12 : 4-6; 1 John 5 : 7 .) · 

DECLARATlON OF FA.11'H. 

5 John 10 : 30. I and my Father are one. (John 5 : 17 : 
14 : 23; 17 : 5, 10; Acts 5: 3, 4; 1 Cor. 2 : 10, 11; Phil. 2: 
5, 6.) 

6 Eph. 2: 18. For through him [the Son] we both have 
access by one Spirit unto the Father. 2 Cor. 13 : 14. 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Ghost be with you all. 
(Rev.1: 4, 5; comp. ch. 2, 7.) 

III. OF THE FALL OF MAN. 

We believe that man was created in holiness, 
under the law of his Maker; 1 but by voluntary 
transgression fell from that holy and happy 
state; 2 in consequence· of which all mankind are 
now sinners," not by constraint, but choice; 4 

being by nature utterly void of that holiness 
required by the law of God, positively inclined 
to evil; and therefore under just condemnation 
to eternal ruin,; without defense or excuse.6 

Places in the Bible where taught. 

1 Gen.1: 27. God created man in his own image. Gen. 
1 : 31. And God saw every thing that he had made, and, 
behold, it was very good. (Eccl. 7 : 29; Acts 17 : 26-2·9; 
Gen. 2 : 16, 17.) · 

• Gen. 3 : 6- 24. And when the woman saw that the tree 
was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and 
a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit 
thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with 
her; and he· did eat ... So he [the Lord God] drove out 
the man : and he placed at the east of the garden of Ed-en 
~herubim, and a flaming sword which turned every way. 
'to keep the way of the tree of life. (Rom. 5: 12.) 

3 Rom. 5 : 19. By one man's disobedience many wer.e 
made sinners. (John 3 : 6; Ps. 51: 5; Rom. 5 : 15-19; 
8: 7.) 

4 I sa. 53: 6. We have turned every one to his own way. 
(Gen. 6: 12; Rom. 3 : 9- 18.) 

5 Eph. 2: 1- 3. . .. Among whom also we all had our con
versation in times past in the lusts of ou? flesh, fulfilling 
the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by na· 
ture the children of wrath, even as others. Rom. 1 ; 18. 
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For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the 
truth in unrighteousness. (Rom. 1 : 32; 2 : 1-16; GaL 
3: 10; Matt. 20: 15.) 

6 Ezek. 18: 19, 20. Yet say ye, Why? doth not !he son 
bear the iniquity of the father? ... The sol!l.tha.t smneth, 
it shall die. The son shall not bear the •imqmty of the 
father neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son; 
the rii"hteousness of the righteous shall be upo';l him, and 
the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon bim. Rom" 
1 : 20 So that they are without excuse. Rom. 3 : 19, 
That every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may 
become guilty before God. (Gal. 3 : 22.) 

IV. OF THE WAY OF SALVATION. 
We believe that the salvation of sinners is 

wholly of grace; i through the mediatorial offices 
of the Son of God; 2 who by the appointment of 
the Father, freely took upon him our nature, yet 
without sin; 3 honored the divine law by his per
sonal obedience/ and by his death made a full 
atonement for our sins; 5 that having risen from 
the dead he is now enthroned in heaven ; 6 and 
unitino- in his wondei·ful person the tenderest 
sympathies with divine perfections, he is. every 
way" qualified to be a suitable, a compasswnate, 
and an all-sufficient Saviour.7 

Places in the Bible where taught. 
i Eph. 2 : 8. By grace are ye saved. (Matt. 18 : 11 ; 

j!John4: 10: 1 Cor. 3:5, 7; Acts 15: 11.) 
2 John 3: 16. For God so loved the world, that he gave 

his only begotten Son, that whosoeve~ bel\eveth in nim 
should not perish, but have everlastmg life. (John 1: 
1- 14 · Reb. 4: 14; 12: 24.) 

3 PhiL 2: 6, 7. Who, being in the form of God1 thought 
it not robbery to be equal with 9cod: but made himself of 
no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of men. (Reb. 2: 9, 14; 
2Cor.5:21.) .. 

4 Isa. 42 : 21. The Lord is well pleased for his nghteous• 

.V.JJivuARATION Oli' FAITH. 

ness' sake; he will magnify the law, and make it honorable. 
(Phil. 2: 8; Gal. 4: 4, 5; Rom. 3: 21.) 

5 Isa. 53: 4, 5. . .. He was wounded for our transgres
sions, he was bruised for our iniquities : the chastisement 
of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are 
healed. (Matt. 20: 28; Rom. 4: 25; 3 : 21-26; 1 John 
4: 10; 2: 2; 1 Cor. 15: 1-3; Reb. 9 : 13-15.) 

6 Reb. 1 : 8. Unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, 0 God, 
is for ever and ever. (Reb. 1 : 3; 8 : 1; Col. 3 : 1-4.) 

7 Reb. 7 : 25. Wherefore he is able also to save them to · 
the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he evei! 
l iveth to make intercession for them. Col. 2 : 9. For iti 
him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. Reb. 
2 : 18. In that he himself hath suffered being tempted, 
he is able to succor them that are tempted. (Reb. 7 : 26; 
Ps. 89: 19; Ps. 34.) 

V. OF JUSTIFICATION. 
We believe that the great gospel blessing 

which Christi secures to such as believe in him 
is Justification ; 2 that Justification includes the 
pardon of sin,S and the promise of eternal life on ... ( 
principles of righteousness; 4 that it is bestowed, ~ 
not.J..n consideration of an3.:..w""Orks "Or- rigl'rte"ous- ,.., 
-~ whicli wenave done, l5'iitSolelf)]r2~ - ~ 
faith in the Redeemer's blood ; 5 by VIrtue of ) 
which faifli his perfect righteousness IS freely 
imputed to us of God; 6 that it brings us into a 
state of most blessed peace and favor with God, 
ann secures every other blessing needful for tim~ 
and eternity.7 

Places in the Bible where taught. 
• John 1 : 16. Of his fulness have all we receive&. 

(Eph. 3: 8.) 
2 Acts 13 : 39. By him all that believe are justified from 

'll things. (lsa. 53 : 11, 12; Rom. 8: 1.) 
3 Rom. 5 : 9. Being now justified by his blood, we shall 

oe saved froin wrath through him. (Zech.13 : 1; M:att. 
9:6; Acts 10: 43.) 

• "B.om. 5; 17. They which receive abundan€'E> of grace 
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· and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, 
Jesus Christ. (Titus 3 : 5- 7; 1 Peter 3 : 7; 1 John 2 : 25 ; 
Rom. 5: 21.) 

5 Rom. 4: 4, 5. Now to him that worketh is the reward 
not 1·es$oned of grace .!!ill gf debt. But to him that work
etfi not, but oelievetif on hi~ justifieth the ungodly, 
his faith is counted fm righteousness. (Rom. 5 : 21 ; 6 : 23; 
Phil. 3: 7- 9.) 

6 Rom. 5 : 19. By the obedience of one shall many be 
. Jrutde righteous. (Rom. 3 : 24-26; 4 : 23-25 ; 1 John 2 : 12.) 
r'l Rom. 5 : 1, 2. Being justified by faith, we have peace 

· with God through our Lord Jesus Christ : by whom also 
we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, 
and 1·ejoice in hope of the glory of God. Rom. 5 : 3. ~e 

~ ory in tribulations also. Rom. 5: 11. 'Yfe also joy m 
od. (1 Cor. 1 : 30, 31; Matt. 6: 33; 1 Trm. 4: 8.) 

VI. OF THE FREENESS OF SALVATION. 
vV e believe that the blessings of salvation are 

made free to all by the gospel; 1 that it is the 
immediate duty of all to accept them by a cor
dial, penitent, and obedient faith; 2 and that 
nothing prevents the salvation of the greatest 
o;;inner on earth but his own inherent depravity 
and voluntary rejection of the gospel; 3 which 
rejection involves him in an aggravated con
demnation.' 

P laces ~:J. the Bible where taught. 
1 Isa. 55 : 1. Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to 

the waters. Rev. 22: 17. Whosoever will, let him take 
the water of life freely. (Luke 14: 17.) 

2 Rom. 16: 25, 26. :My gospel ... according to the com
mandment of the everla,;;ting God, made known to all 
nations for the obedience of faith. (Mark 1 : 15; Rom. J 
15-17.) 

s John 5 : 40. Y e will not come to me, that ye might 
have life. (Matt. 23 : 37; Rom. 9 : 32 ; Prov. 1 : 24; A.cts 
13: 46.) 

4 John 3 : 19. A.nd this is the condemnation, that light 
is come into the world, and men loved d:J,rkness rather 
than light; because their deeds were evil. Lll1a.tt. 11 : 20; 
Luke 19 : 27 ; 2 Thess. 1 : 8-~ 

IJEOL.A..RATION OF FAITH. 

VII. OF GRACE IN REGENERATION. 
We believe that, in order to be saved, sinners 

must be regenerated or born again ; 1 that regen
eration consists in giving a holy disposition to 
the mind ; 2 that it is effected, in a manner above 
our comprehension, by the power of the Hoiy 
Spirit in connection with divine truth/ so as. to 
secure our voluntary obedience to the gospel; 4 

and that its proper evidence appears in the holy 
fruits of repentance and faith and newness of 
life.5 

Places in the Bible where taugut. 
1 John 3 : 3. Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a. 

man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
(John 3: 6, 7; 1 Cor. 2: 14; Rev. 14 : 3; 21 : 27.: 

22 Cor. 5: 17. If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature. (Ezek. 36 : 26 ; Deut. 30 : 6; Rom. 2 : 28, 29; 
5 : 5 ; 1 .T ohn 4 : 7. ) 

3John 3: 8. The wind hloweth where it listeth, and 
t hou hem·est the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence 
i t cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is 
born of the Spirit. John 1 : 13. Which were born, not 
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God. James 1 : 16-18. . .. Of his own will begat 
he us with the word of truth. (1 Cor. 1 : 30; Phil. 2 : 13.) 

•1 Peter 1 : 22-25. Ye have purified your souls in obey
ing the truth through the Spirit. 1 John 5: 1. Whoso
eve!· believeth that J esus is the Christ is born of God. 
(Eyh. 4 : 20-24; Col. 3: 9- 11.) . . . . 

o EJilh. 5 : 9. The frmt of the' Sp1nt 1s m all goodness 
0,nd n ghteousness and truth. (Rom. 8: 9; Gal. 5: 16- 23; 
Eph. 2 : 14-21; Matt. 3 : 8-10; 7 : 20; 1 John 5 : 4, 18.) 

VIII. OF REPENTANCE AND FAITH. 
We believe that Repentance and Faith are 

sacred dut'.es, and also inseparable graces, 
wrought in our souls by the regenerating Spirit 
of God; 1 whereby, being de,eply convinced of 
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our guilt, danger, and helplessness, and of lhe 
way of salvation by Christ; we turn to God with 
unfeigned contrition, confession, and supplication 
for mercy; 3 at the same time heartily receiving 
the Lord Jesus Christ as our Prophet, Priest, 
and King, and relying on him alone as the only 
and all-sufficient Saviour.' 

I:laces in the Bible where taught. 
1 Mark 1 : 15. Repent ye, and believe the gospel. Acts 

11 : 18. Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted 1·e
pentance unto life. Eph. 2 : 8. By gmce are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is tbe gift of 
God. 1 John 5 : 1. Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the 
Christ is born of God. 

2 John 16 : 8. He will reprove the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment. Acts 2: 37, 38. They 
were pricked in their heart, and said ... Men and breth
ren, what shall we do? Then Pete1· said unto them, Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins. (Acts 16: 30, 31.) 

3 Luke 18 : 13. And the publican ... smote upon his 
breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. (Luke 15: 
18-21; James 4 : 7-10 ; 2 Cor. 7: 11; Rom. 10 : 12, 13; 
Ps. 51. 

4 Rom. 10: 9-11. If thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
(Acts 3 : 22, 23; H e b. 4 : 14; Ps. 2 : 6; Heb. 1 : 8; 7 : 25; 
2 Tim. 1 : 12.) 

IX. OF GOD'S PURPOSE OF GRACE. 
\V e believe that Election is the eternal pur

pose of God, according to which he graciously 
regenerates, sanctifies, and saves sinners; 1 that 
being perfectly consistent with the free agency 
of man, it comprehends all the means in con
nection with the end ; 2 that it is a most glorious 
display of God's sovereign goodness, being infi
nitely free, wise, holy, and unchangeable; 3 that 
it utterly excludes boasting, and promotes humil· 

DECLARATION OF F'AITH. 13 

!ty, love, prayer, prlliise, trust in God, and active 
imitation of his free mercy ; 4 that it encourages 
the use of means in the highest degree ; 5 that it 
may be ascertained by its effects in all who truly 
believe the gospel; 6 that it is the foundation of 
Christian assurance; 7 and that to ascertain it 
with regard to ourselves demands and deservef 
!.he utmost diligence.8 

Places in the Bible where taught. 
1 2 Tim. 1 : 8, 9. Be not therefore ashamed of the testi

mony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou par
taker of the afflictions of the gospel, according to the power 
of God: who hath saved us, and called us with a holy 
calling, not according to our works, but according to his 
own purpose and grace, which was given us in Chdst Jesus 
before the world began. (Eph. 1: 3-14; 1 Peter 1: 1, 2; 
Rom. 11: 5, 6; John 15: 16; 1 John 4: 19.J 

2 2 Thess. 2 : 13, 14. But we are bound to give thanks al
ways t{) God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because 
God hath fmm the beginning chosen you to salvation 
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth : 
whereunto be called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of 
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Acts 13 : 48; John 
10: 16; Matt. 20: 16; Acts 15: 14.) 

3 Exod. 33 : 18, 19. And be [Moses] said, I beseech thee, 
shew me thy glory. And be said, I will make all my good
ness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the 
Lord before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be 
gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy. 
Matt. 20 : 15. Is it not lawful for me to do what I will 
with mine own? Is thine eye evil, because I am good? 
(Eph. 1 : 11; Rom. 9: 23, 24; Jer. 31 : 3; Rom. 11 : 28, 
29; James 1 : 17, 18; 2 Tim. 1 : 9; Rom. 11 : 32-36. ) 

'1 Cor. 4: 7. For who maketh thee to differ from an· 
other? and what bast thou that thou didst not receive? 
now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou 
badst not received it? (1 Cor. 1 : 26-31; Rom. 3 : 27 ; 4 : 
16; Col. 3 : 12; 1 Cor. 15 : 10; 1 Peter 5 : 10; 1 Tbess. 2 : 
12, 13 ; 1 Peter 2 : 9 ; Luke 18 : 7.) 

5 2 Tim. 2 : 10. Therefore I endure all things for the 
elect's sake, that they may also obtain the salvation which 
is in Chnst Jesus with eternal glory. 1 Cor. 9 : 22. I am 
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made all things to all men, that I might by all !lleans sav6' 
some. (John 6: 37-40; 2 Peter 1: 10.) 

•1 Thess. 1 : 4-10. Knowing, brethren beloved, yo1;11 
election of God. For our gospel came not unto you m 
word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and 
in much assurance. 

7 Rom. 8 : 28-31. Moreover, whom he did p1·edestinate, 
them he also called : and whom he called, tnem he also 
just;fied: and whom he j ustified, them he also glorified. 
'What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, 
who can be against us? (Isa. 42: 16; Rom. 11 : 29.) . 

s 2 Peter 1 : 10, 11. Wherefore the rat~er, brethren, fSlVe 
diligence to make your calling and electiOn sure : for 1f ye 
do these things, ye shall never fall: fo1: so an entrance s~all 
be ministered unto you abundantly mto the everlastmg 
kingdom pf our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. ~""'~il. 3: 
12; Heb. 6 : 11.) . 

X. OF SANCTIFICATION. 
We believe that Sanctification is the process by 

which accordina- to the will of God, we are made 
' "' 1 h . . 3 partakers of his h?li~ess ; t ~t It IS a pr~gres 

sive work· 2 that It IS bea-un m regeneratiOn;
-ll.nd that it is carried on in" the hearts of believers 
by the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, 
the Sealer and Comforter, in the continual use 
of the appointed means, especially the word of 
God, self~examination, self-denial, watchfulness, 
and prayer! 

Places in the Bible where taught. 
11 Thess. 4 : 3. For this is the will of God, even yol!! 

sanctification. 1 Thess. 5 : 23. And the very God of peac~ 
sanctify you wholly. (2 Cor. 7 : 1; 13: 9; Eph. 1 : 4.) 

2 Prov. 4 : 18. The path of the just is as the shining 
light that shineth more and more unto the perfect day. 
(Heb. 6: 1: 2 Peter 1 :5-8; Phil. 3 : 12-16.) . 

3 1 John 2 : 29. If ye know that he [God] is nghteous, 
:ve know that every one that doeth righteousness is born of 
him. Rom. 8 : 5. They that are after the flesh do ~i~d 
the things of the fi~~~ ; but they that are. after the Sp1nt, 
the things of the Spmt. (John 3: 6; Ph1l. 1: 9-11.) 
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•Phil. 2: 12, 13. Work out your own salvation with 
rear and trembling: for it is God which WOl"keth in you 
both ro will and to do of his good pleasure. (Eph. 4: 11, 
12, 30; 6 : 18; 1 Peter 2 : 2; 2 Peter 3 : 18; 2 Cor. 13 : 5; 
Luke 9 : 23 ; 11 : 35 ; Matt. 26 : 41 ; Eph. 6 : 18.) · 

XI. OF THE PERSEVERANCE OF SAINTS. 
We believe that such only are real believers 

...c endure unto the end; 1 that their persevering 
uachment to Christ is the grand mark which 

di:,-ringuishes them from superficial professors; 2 

that a special Providence watches over their wei
are ; 3 and that they are kept by the power of 

God through faith unto salvation.4 

Places ~n the Bible where taught. 

1 John 8 : 31. Then mi.d Jesus, ... If ye continue in my 
word, then are ye my disciples indeed. ( 1 John 2 : 27, 28 ; 
3: 9; 5: I8.) 

! 1 John 2: 19. They went out from us, but they were 
not of us; but if they had been of us, they would no doubt 
have continued with us: but they went out, that they 
might be made manifest that they were not all of us. 
(John 13: 18; Matt. 13: 20, 21; John 6: 66-69.) 

3 Rom. 8 : 28. And we know that aU things work to 
gether for good to them that love God, to them who are 
tbe called according to his purpose. (Matt. 6 : 30-33 ; J er. 
:;2 : 40 ; Ps. 121 : 3; 91 : 11, 12. 

4 Phil. 1 : 6. He which hath begun a good work in you 
will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. (Phil. 2 : 
12, 13; Jude 24, 25; Heb. 1: 14; He b. 13: 5; 1 John 
t : 4.) 

:Til. OF.THE HARMONY OF THE LAW 
AND THE GOSPEL. 

We believe that the Law of God is the etoernal 
and unchangeable rule of his moral governm<Jnt;' 
that it is holy, ju<>t, and good; 2 and that the in
ability which the Scriptures ascribe to fallen men 
to fulfill its precepts arises entirely from their 
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love of sin ; 3 to deliver them from which, and t<t 
restore them through a Mediator to unfeigned 
obedience to the holy L aw, is one great end of 
the gospel, and of the means of grace connected 
with the establishment of the visible church.4 

Places in the Bible where taught. 
1 Rom. 3 : 31. Do we then make void the law through 

faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law. (Matt. 5: 
17; Luke 16: 17; Rom. 3: 20; 4: 15.) 

2 Rom. 7 : 12. The law is holy and the commandment 
holy, and ;ust, and good. (Rom. 7 : 7, 14, 22; Gal. 3 : 21; 
Ps. 119. 

3 ~~m. 8 : 7, ~: The carnal mind is enmity against God; 
for It IS not sut>Ject to the law of God, neither indeed cau 
be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 
(Josh. 24 : 19; Jer. 13: 23; John 6: 44; 5: 44.) 

4 Rom. 8: 2-4. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 
For what the law c~mld !lot do, in th:>t it w~ weak through 
the flesh, God sendmg his own Son m the hkeuess of sin
ful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh : that the 
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. (Rom. 1'0 : 4; Heb. 
8: 10; 12: 14; Jude 20, 21.) 

XIII. OF A GOSPEL CHURCH. 
We believe that a visible church of Christ is 

a congregation of baptized believers/ associated 
by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the 
g0spel; 2 observing the ordinances of Christ; 3 

governed by his laws; \ and exercisinO' the gifts, 
rights, and privileges invested in th~m by his 
word· 5 that its scriptural officers are Bish-

...ZC,~ ops, or Pastors, and Deacons,S whos'l qualifica· 
(/ tions, claims, and duties are defined in the epis, 

tles to Timothy and Titus. 

l 
Places in the Bible where taught. 

11 Cor. 1: J ·13. Paul ... unto the church of God which 
is at Corinth ... Is Christ diviil.ed? was Paul crucified f01 
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P,?TI? _or were ye baptized in the name of Paul? <Matt. 
1 :1 t; Acts 5:11; 8:1; 11:21·23· 1Cor 4·17· 14· 

: 3 John 9. ' ' · ' · 
• Acts 2 : 41, 12. Then t_hey that gladly 1·eceived his 

:"'ord were baptized: and the same day there were added 
mt.o them about t.hree thousand souls. 2 Cor. 8 : 5. They 
... first gave theu own selves to the Lord and unto us by 
th~ will of God. (Acts 2: 4~; .1 Cor. 5: i2, 13.) 

1 Cor. 11 :. 2. Now. I praise you, brethren, that ye re
member me m all thmgs, and keep the ordinances as I 
!leli>ered them to you. (2 Thess. 3: 6; Rom.16: i7-20 · . 
1 Cor. 11 : 23-26; Matt. 18 : 15-20 · 2 Cor. 2 · 17 · 1 Cor' 
~: li.) ' . ' . 

• :llatt. 28 : 20. Teaching them to observe all things 
w,hatsOever I have commanded you. (John 14 : 15; 15: 
L: 1John4:21 ; Johnl4:21; 1Thess.4:2; 2John6; 
~- 6 : 2 ; all the Epistles.) 

• ~ph. 4: 7. Unto every one of us is given grace ac
~rding to the measure of the gift of Christ. 1 Cor. 14 : 
L.. Seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church. 
Phil. 1: 27. That ... I may hear of your affairs that ye 
stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving 'together 
for the faith of the gospel. 

6 1:'hil. 1 : 1. _With th~ bishops and deacons. (Acts 14 : 
23; 15 : 22 ; 1 Tim. 3 ; Titus 1.) 

XIV. OF BAPTISM AND THE LORD'S 
SUPPER. 

We believe that Christian Baptism is the im
mersion in water of a believer/ into the name of 
the F~ther, and Son, and Holy Ghost; 2 to show 
forth, m a solemn and beautiful emblem, our faith 
in the crucified, buried, and risen Saviour with its 
effect in our death to sin and resurrection to a 
new life; 3 that it is prerequisite to the Jilrivileges 
of a church relation ; and to the Lord's Supper· • 
in which the members of the church, by the 
sacred use of bread and wine are to comm~mo
rate together the dying love of Christ; 5 preceded 
always by solemn self-examinatioD.6 

B 
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Places in the Bible where taught. 
1 Acm 8 : 36-39. And the eunuch said, See, here is wa.ter, 

what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If 
thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest ... And they 
went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; 
and he baptized him. (Matt. 3 : 5, e; John 3: 22, 23; 4: 
1, 2; Matt. 28 : 19 ; :Mark 16 : 16; Acts 2 : 38; 8 : 12; 16 : 
32-34.; 18 : 8.) 

'Matt. 28 : 19. Baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. (Acts 10: 
47, 48; Gal. 3: 27, 28.) 

s Rom. 6 : 4. Therefore we are buried with him by bap• 
tism into death: that like as Christ was mised up from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should 
walk iii newness of life. (Col. 2 : 12; 1 Peter 3 : 20, 21; 
Acts 22 : 16.) 

4 Acts 2: 41, 42. Then they that gladly received hi!! 
word were baptized: and the same day there were added 
unto them about three thousand souls. And they con
tinued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, 
and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. (Matt. 28 : 19, 
20 ; Acts and Epistles.) 

5 1 Cor. 11 : 26. As qften as ye eat this bread, and drink 
this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come. (M:att. 
26 : 26-29; Mark 14: 22-25 ' Luke 22 : 14-20.) 

61 Cor. 11 : 28. But let a man examine himself, and S() 

let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. (1 Cor. 
5: 1, 8; 10: 3-32; 11: 17-32; John 6: 26- 71.) 

XV. OF THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH. 
We believe that the first day of the week is the 

Lord's Day, or Christian Sabbath ; 1 and is to be 
kept sacred to religious purposes," by abstaining 
from all secular labor and sinful recreations ; a 
by the devout observance of all the means of 
grace, both private• and public; 5 and by prepa· 
ration for that rest that remaineth for the people 
ofGod.6 

Places in the Bible where taught. 

I Acts 20: 7. Upon the first day of the week, when th.e 
disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unt~ 
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em. (Gen. 2 : 3; Col. 2 : 16, 17; ll.fa1·k 2 : 27; John 20 : 
1 ; 1 Cor. 16 : 1, 2.) 

• Exod. 20 : 8. Remember the sabbath day, to keep it 
ho '· Rev. 1 : 10. I was in the Spirit on th<> Lord's Day. 
P;,. 'n : 24. This is the day which the Lord. hath made; 
,..., will rejoice and be glad in it. 

l L«a. 58 : 13, 14. If thou turn away thy foot from the 
hbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and ca.ll 
e sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honorable; and 

" t honor him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding 
· e own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: the~ 

-W • thou delight thyself in the Lord ; and I will ca.use 
ee to ride upon the high places of the eal'th, and feed 
o:e with the heritage of Jacob. 
• P'. 118 : 15. The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in 
e tabernacles of the righteous. 
; H eb. 10: 24, 25. . .• Not forsaking the assembling of 

ourselves together, as the manner of some is. Acts 11 : 
_ ·. A whole year they assembled themselves with the 
~urch, and taught much people. 

o Heh. 4 : 3-11. Let us labor therefore to enter into that 
rest. 

XVI. OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 
We believe that civil government is of divine 

appointment, for the interests and good order of 
human society; 1 and that magistrates are to be 
praved for, conscientiously honored, and obeyed; 2 

exc~pt only in things opposed to the will of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 3 who is the only Lord of the 
::onscience, and the Prince of the kings of the 
earth! 

Places in the Bible where taught. 

1 Rom. 13 : 1-7. The powers that be are ordained of God. 
. . . For r~ers ~re not a tel'l'?r ~o good wor~s, butt? the. evil: 
(Deut. 16. 18, 2 Sam. 23. 3, Exod. 18. 21-23, Je1. 30. 
21. ) 

2 Matt. 22 : 21. , Render therefore unto Cesar the thing& 
which are Cesar's; and unto God the things that are God's. 
<Titus 3 : 1; 1 Peter 2 : 13; 1 Tim. 2 : 1-3.) 
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s Acts 5 : 29. We ought to obey God rather than men. 
Matt. 10: 28. Fear not them/ which kill the body, but 
are not able to kill the soul. (Dan. 3: 15-18; 6: 7-10: 
A.cts 4 : 18-20.) 

• Matt. 23 : 10. One is your Master, even Christ. Rom. 
14:4. Who art thou thatjudgest another man's servant_? 
Rev. 19 : 16. And he hath on his vesture and on hts 
thiah a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD 

. OF" LORDS. (Ps. 72: 11; Ps. 2; Rom. 14: 9-13.) 

XVII. OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE 
WICKED. 

We believe that there is a radical and essential 
difference between the righteous and the wicked; 1 

that such only as through faith are justified in 
the name of the Lord J esns, and sanctified by 
the Spirit of our God, are truly_ right~ou~ in h~s 
esteem; 2 while all such as contmue m Impem
tence and unbelief are in his sight wicked, and 
under the curse; 3 and this distinction holds 
among men both in and after death.• 

Places in the Bible where taught. 

1 Mal. 3 : 18. Then shall ye return, and discern between 
the righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth 
God and him that serveth him not. (Prov. 12 : 26; Isa. 
5 : 20 · Gen. 18 : 23; Acts 10 : 34, 35; Rom. 6 : 16.) 

2 Rdm. 1: 17. The just shall live by faith . Rom. 7: 
6. We are delivered from the law, that being dead wh~t:e· 
in we were held ; that we should serve in newness of sptnt, 
and not in the oldness of the letter. 1 John 2 : 29. If ye 
know that he is righteous, ye know tha.t every one that 
doeth riahteousness is born of him. (1 John 3 : 7; Rom. 
6: 18, 22"; 1 Cor. 11: 32; Prov. 11: 31; 1 Peter 4: 17, 18.) 

31 John 5 : 19. And we know that we are of God, and 
the whole world lieth in wickedness. Gal. 3 : 10. As 
many as are of the works of the law are under the curse. 
(John 3 : 36 ; Isa. 57 : 21 ; Ps. 10 : 4; I sa. 55 : 6, 7. • . 

4 Prov. 14: 32. The wicked is driven away 1n -hts 
wickednt:ss: but the righteous hath hope in his death. See 
also the example of the rich man and Lazarus. Luke 16 ; 

I ' 
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JS. Thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy ~opd thing~, and 
likewise Lazarus evil things : but now he ts comforted, and 
lhou art tormented. (John 8 : 21-24; Prov. 10 : 24; Luke 
12: 4, 5; 9: 23-26; John 12: 25, 26; Eccl. 3: 17; Matt. 

: 13, 14.) 

XVIII. OF THE WORLD TO COME. 

We believe that the end of the world is ap
proaching; 1 that at the last day Christ will de
iilCend from heaven, 2 and raise the dead from the 
gra>e to final retribution; 3 that a solemn separa-
. n will then take place ; 4 that the wicked will 

he adjudged to endless punishment, and the 
righteous to endless joy; 5 and that this jud15ment. 
will fix forever the fi.WLl ~::Ifmit!if1u'\ayelL_ 
or 1%Il, on prmmples of n ghteOUSlless.6 

Places in the Bible where taught. 

'1 Peter 4 : 7. But the end of all things is at hand: be 
ve therefore sober, and watch unto prayer. (1 Cor. 7 : 29-
31; Heb.1 : 10-12; Matt. 25: 31; 28: 20; 13: 39-43; 1 John 
~: 17; 2 Peter 3 : 3-13.) 

• Acts 1 : 11. This same Jesus, which was taken up from 
.,-on into heM'en, shall so come iu like manner as ye have 
Seen him go into heaven. (Rev. 1 : 7 ; H e b. 9 : 28; Acts 
3: 21; 1 Thess. 4: 13-18; 5: 1-11.) · 

s Acts 24 : 15. There shall be a resurrection of the dead, 
hoth of the just and unjust. (1 Cor. 15 : 12-59; Luke 14 : 
H; Dan.12:2; John5:28,29; 6:40; 11:25,26; Acts 
10: 42.) 

• )fatt. 13 : 49. The angels shall come for th, and sevei' 
the wicked from among the just. (Matt. 13 : 37-43; 24: 
30. 31; 25: 31-33.) 

5 Matt. 25: 31- 46. And these shall go away into ever
lasting punishment : but the righteous into life eternal. 
Rev. 22 : 11. He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: 
and he which is filthy, let him be fi lthy still: and he that 
is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, 
let him be holy still. (1 Cor. 6 : 9, 10; Mark 9 : 43-48; 
2Peter2:9; Jude7; Phil.3:19; Rom.6:32; 2Cor.5: 
10,11; John 4: 36; 2 Cor. 4: 18.) 
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s Rom . 3 : 5, 6. Is God unrighteous who taketh ven• 
geance? (I speak as a man) God forbid: for how then 
shall God judge the world? 2 Thess. 1 : 6-12. Seeing it 
is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation te 
them that trouble you, and to you who are troubled rest 
with us ... when he shall come to be glorified in his saints, 
and to be admired in all them that believe. (Heb. 6 : 1, 2; 
1 Cor. 4 : 5; Acts 17 : 31; Rom. 2 : 2-16; Rev. 20 : 11, 12 ; 
1 John 2: 28; 4: 17. 

SEEING THEN THAT ALL THESE THINGS SHALL BE 
DISSOLVED, WHAT MANNER OF PERSONS OUGHT YE TO 
BE I N ALL HOLY CONVERSATION AND G ODLINESS, LOOK• 
ING FOR AND HASTING UNTO THE COMING 01' 'IHE DAY 
"tiF GOD ? 2 Peter 3 : 11, 12. 

CHURCH COVENANT. 

Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit 
God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our 

riour ; and, on the profession of our faith, hav
- _ been baptized in the name of the Father, 

of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, we do 
. in the presence of God, angels, and this 

bly, most solemnly and joyfully enter into 
>enant with one another, as one body in 

c ~-r. 
'' e engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy 

- irit, to walk together in Christian love ; to 
::- ·~e for the advancement of this church, in 

"ledge, holiness, and comfort; to promote 
prosperity and spirituality; to sustain its 
hip, ordinances, discipline, and doctrines ; 

contribute cheerfully and regularly to the 
port of the ministry, the expenses of the 

Jrch, the relief of the poor, and the spread of 
e gospel through all nations. 
"\\' e also engage to maintain family and secret 

de~otion; to religiously educate our children; 
~ seek the salvation of our kindred and acquaint
ances ; to walk circumspectly in the worlrl ; to be 
jrut in our dealings, faithful in our engagements. 
and exemplary in our deportment; to avoid ali 
rattling, backbiting, and excessive anger; to 
abstain from the sale and use of intoxicating 
drinks as a beverage, and ""o be zealous in our 
~o1 ~ to advance the kingdom of our Saviour 

'l3 
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We further engage to watch over one another 
in brotherly love; to remember each other in 
prayer; to aid each other in sickness and dis
tress; to cultivate Christian. sympathy in feeling 
and courtesy in speech ; to be slow to take oftE:mse, 
but always ready for reconciliation, and mindful 
of the rules of our Saviour, to secure it without 
delav. 

We moreover engage, that when we remove 
from this place, we will as soon as possible unite 
with some other church, where we can carry out 
the spirit of this covenant, and the principles oi 
God's word. 

PRAYER. 

Now the God of peace, who brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that Great Shep
herd of the sheep, through the blood of the ever
lasting covenant, make you perfect in every good 
work to do his will; working in you that which 
is well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, 
to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

OFFICERS: 

PASTOR. 

DEACONS. 

CLERK. 

TREASURER. 

2':i 



RULES OF CHURCH ORDER. 

Let all th~ngs be done decently and in order. 1 Cor. 14: 48~ 
Let all thmgs be done with charity. 1 Cor. 16 : 14. 
Let all things be done to edifying. 1 Cor. 14 : 26. 
Do all in the name of the Lord Jesus. Col. 3: 17. 

ART. I. RECEPTION OF MEMBERS. 

SEc. 1. Any person professing faith in the 
Lorcl Jesus Christ, giving evidence of a change 
of he_art, and adopting the views of faith and 
practice held by this church, as set forth in the 
foresoing_ De?laration, may, upon baptism, be 
received mto Its membership. 
. SEc. 2. Candidates for baptism shall be exam
med before the church; and their admission shall 
not be acted on until the church has ascertained 
their character and standing. It is desirable 
that the question of reception shall not be taken 
in their presence. 

SEc. 3-. Members from other churches holdin"' 
the same faith may be received by letters of 
recommendation and dismission from their re· 
ilpective churches. 

SEc. 4. Tbose who have once been members 
t>f Baptist churches, and in ccnsequence of any 
p~cu~ia~ circumstances have no regular letters of 
dismiSBI?n, may be received by giving satisfac
tory evidence of a change of heart, Christian -
conduct, and scnptural faith. 

SEc. 5. Excluded members may be restored to 
.26 

RULES OF CHURCH ORDER. 27 

_hip on confession of their errors, and 
endence of repentance. 

u. 6. ~o person shall be received as a mem
t ·, church, to whose admission five mem
·ect. 

A.RI. II. GENERAL DUTIES OF l\IEMBERS. 

. 1. The duties of members to themselves 
he acquisi~ion ?f. scriptural knowledge; con
progress m spintuality; consistency of ex
conduct; and the control and eradication 

e\"ery unholy temper . 
... EC. 2. It is the duty of members to honor 

. and love _thei r Pastor; to pray for him: 
. emly and daily; to submit to him in the 
_ ~al exercise of his official authority ; to 

c:: • • constantly upon his ministrations; to 
w:.w1u:.:;·t. a tender regard for his reputation ; and 

. mr~~ute toward his support in proportion to 
"'r ab1hty. 
S:Ec. 3. It is the duty of each member to cul

·¥:ue and cherish brotherly love for all other 
:mbers of the church ; and to show this love by 

; g all proper measures to promote their spirit
al benefit and prosperity. 
SEc. 4. Toward those who are not connected 

-with t~e church, it is the duty of members to be 
exact_ rn fulfilling obligati?ns and performing 

romLSes ; and as opportumty and ability may 
enable, to commend the gospel of Christ unto 

em. 
S:Ec. 5. It is the duty of all members removing 

from the vicinity of the church to take letters of 
di;:mission to other churches of' the same denomi
nation ; but should this not be practicable, to fur· 
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nish their names and places of residence witlain 
three months after leaving the church. 

ART. III. OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH. 

SEc. 1. As often as it may be deemed neces· 
sary, by the death or removal of a previous 
P astor, the church shall, without unnecessary 
delay, invite to its pastorship some minister of' 
good report; provided at least three-fourths of the 
members present and voting at any meeting, o£ 
which two weeks public notice shall have been 
given, consent to the invitation. 

It shall be the duty of the Pastor to preach 
statedly at the church; to administer the ordi
nances of the gospel; to act as moderator, when 
present, in meetings for the transaction of busi
ness ; and to perform the various other duties 
incumbent on his office. 

SEc. 2. The church shall elect Deacons bv a 
majoritv of at least three-fourths of its members 
present· at any regular or duly notifie_d meeting, 
as often as it may be rendered necessary. 

It shall be the duty of the Deacons to seek out 
such members of the church as need pecuniary 
assistance, and to use the alms of the church for 
their relief; to visit the sick; to prepare and dis
tribute the elements of the Lord's Sup_per ; to 
take a general supervision of the temporal inter~ 
ests of the church, and to co-operate with and 
assist the pastor in the performance of his duties. 

The ordination of Deacons shall be preceded 
by one year's trial. They shall continue in office 
as long as satisfaction shall be given. 

SEc. 3. Seven Trustees, a Treasurer, Clerk, and 
Sexton, shall on the --- in ,January of every 
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be elected by ballot by a majority of votes. 
: i any omission to hold the election as 

_ < .. e election shall be held at the next regu
mtt:an"" for business. In case of the death, 

:!:'!:::...,;1_...'-·,vn: or removal of either of the said offi
election shall be held to fill the vacancv 

rim regular meeting following that it 
:: 'Ch vacancy shall have been announced 
· ~ occurred. 

__ .;_ I t shall be the duty of the Treasurer 
--~•e all monies, and pay all orders drawn 

b• order of the church. 
Ho: ~h:ill keep a true and fair book of accounts, 

ll!lllually at the said meeting for business in 
arr. hall lay before the church a statement 

- e monies so received and paid, which a com-
- itt appointed by the church shall exa'mine, 
- the necessary vouchers. 
....Ec. 5. The Clerk shall keep a fair record of 
"' proceedinas of the church, m their meetings 

• r ousiness ; "'sign all orders on the treasury 
,~ by the church ; take charge of all the 

r.:.cords ; and keep a register of all the members 
r this church. 

ART. IV. MEETINGS OF THE CHURCH. 
SEc. 1. The regular meetings for business shall 

~Jo<oheld ---
3£c. 2. Special meetings may be called by the 
, r. nr in his absence, the clerk shall call 
n a meeting on a written request signed by 
!~ than seven male members ; and the notice 

be publicly given from the pulpit on the 
Lur ·s Day _preceding. 

SEc. 3. Nine male members shall constitnte a 
o1WI1llll for the transaction of business. 
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SEc; 4. The church shall regularly meet every 
Lord's Day, for the public worship of Almighty 
God. 

SEc. 5. The ordinance of the Lord's Supper 
shall be observed by the church upon --

SEc. 6. Once in each week, at least, it shall be 
the duty of the membe~·s to meet fo:c social 
prayer. 

.ART •. V. MANNER OF CGNDUCTHiG BUSINESS. 

SEc. 1. The pastor of the church, or in his 
absence, any brother whom the church may ap· 
point, shall act as Moderator in all meetings for 
the transaction of business. · 

SEc. 2. It shall be the duty of t:Pe Moderator 
to keep order ; state and explain pr0positions. 

SEC. 3. He shall cause every meeting to be 
opened and closed by prayer. 

SEc. 4. He shall call for the business of the 
church in the following order : 

1. Read the minutes of the previous meeting. 
2. Hear the experience of candidates for mem

bership. 
3. Receive letters of dismission from sister 

churches. 
4. Grant letters of dismission to those request

ing them. 
5. Hear reports of committees, and other un

finished business. 
6. New business. 
SEc. 5. He shall suffer no second motion to be 

entertained until the one under consideration has 
been disposed of, except motions to amend, post
pone, adjourn, or put the main question. 

SEc. 6. He shall call to order any member 
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who, while speaking, introduces any subject for· 
eign to the one under discussion. 

SEc. 7. He shall call to order any member 
who uses uncourteous language, or whose re
marks are adapted to injure the reputation or 
feelings of any brother. 

SEc. 8. He may speak upon any subject under 
discussion, by inviting a brother to preside in his 
place. . 

SEc. 9. Every member who wishes to speak 
shall rise, and respectfully address the Moder· 
a tor. 

SEc. 10. Every proposition presented for the 
action of the church, must be introduced by the 
motion of one member-in writing, if requested 
-and seconded by another. · 

SEc. 11. No member shall speak more than 
twice upon the same subject, without the ex
pressed consent of the church. 

SEc. 12. Upon any point of order a member 
may appeal from the Moderator to the church, 
whose decision shall be final. 

SEc. 13. All questions shall be decided by the 
vote of a majCii'ity, except the cases mentioned in 
other sections of these rules. 

A RT. VI. MODE OF PROCEEDING AGAINST A DIS• 
ORDE RLY i\iEl\iBER. 

SEc. 1. When offense is given to one member 
vf the church, by the language or conduct of 
another, if the offense relate only to himself, and 
is known to none other, the offended shall, with· 
out consulting or informing any person, seek op 
portunity to converse privately with the offendeii 
with an honest view to reconcile the difficult]» 
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if possible. If satisfaction he !riven, he shall 
complain of the offender to none. ~ 

SEc. 2. If satisfaction he Il{, - g"•en, it shall 
be the duty of the offended t :-~ee one or two, 
or at most. three others, ch · ::: ~ ch as he may 
deem best adapted to effect a · · tion with 
whom. he shall again priva·eiy ~v~e with the 
offendmg brother; if sat· · be O"iven he 
shall make no further complain· "' ' 

SEc. 3. If these efforts fail -
ciliation, it shall be the dun- -
lay the matter before the · 
action. 

SEc. 4. If an v member of 
publicly guilty" of any crime ~ 
prietv, it shall be the dutv of - "' 
ing the transgression, t~ see r 
offender, and inform him of h"- · -
the matter before the church =-~~··J 
in his own defense. ' 

SEc. 5. When common rumor ~:.'lr'_OOF-:- a crime 
or gross impropriety against a . it shall 
be the duty of the member heari!:: - mit or 
write to the accused, and inform - f the re-
ports ; and if he has reason to · - they 
are t:ue, t~ take the most judie" • to as-
certam· their correctness, and la -
its evidence before the church. • 
. SEc. 6. When peculiar circuli& 
Impracticable to visit or write to 
is _known, ?r currently .report~ -
gmlty of cnme or gross Improp · 
the duty of the member knowiru! -~ 
such conduct, to take the most ju · . · 

anc 

-render _it 
r, who 

•e been 
o; all be 
·n~ of 

ea.sill"es 
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to ascertain the truth, and lay the matter before 
the church. 

SEc. 7. If a member having erred, shall vol
untarily confess it to the church, and manifest 
repentance, no further proceedings, except in 
cases of public scandal, shall be entertained 
against him. 

SEc. 8. If a charge be preferred against an 
absent member, he shall, if practicable, be cited 
to appear at the next meeting of the church; and 
no member if absent, ·shall be censured or ex
eluded, at the same meeting during which a 
charge is preferred against him. 

SEc. 9. Every member against whom a charga 
of misconduct is preferred, shall have the priv
ilege of speaking in his own defense. 

SEc. 10. w·ritten testimony of any individual 
who is not a member of the church, mav be ad
mitted in cases of discipline; but not oral testimony 
except the individual testifying be connected 
with some church of the same faith and order. 

SEc. 11. If a member fail to give satisfactioa 
to the church in relation to charges preferred 
against him, or perversely refuse to appear before 
the church when cited, he shall be excluded. 

ART. VII. CONVENING A COUNCIL. 

In cases of difficulty, for the decision of which 
the church desires the advice and wisdom of dis· 
i:r:terested brethren, letters may be sent to the 
neighboring churches, requesting them to appoint 
delegates to meet a delegation from the church 
on a specified day; to which council, when organ
ized, the case shall be referred, and their advice 
11hall be laid before the church for further actiron. 



84 BAPTIST OHURU.li JI1ANUAh. 

ART. VIII. REPRESENTATION IN ASSOCIATION. 

Once in each year delegates shall be appointed 
to represent the church in the Association; whose 
duty it shall be to furnish to the Association a state
ment of the condition of the church, including its 
changes; to faithfully represent tlie desires of the 
church ; and to co-operate with the messengers of 
other churches in advancing the kingdom of Christ. 

ART. IX. LICENSING AND ORDAINING. 
SEc. 1. Any member who in the judgment of 

the church, gives evidence, by his piety, zeal, 
.and "aptness to teach," that he is called of God 
to the work of the ministry, after having preached 
in the hearing ofthe church, may be licensed to 
preach the gospel of Jesus Christ, provided three
fourths of the members present at any regular 
meeting shall agree thereto. 

SEc. 2. If the church unanimously decide that 
one of its licensed preachers possesses the scriptu
ral qualifications for full ordination, it shall call a 
council of ministers and brethren to examine the 
qualifications of the candidate, to which council the 
propriety of ordaining shall be wholly referred. 

ART. X. BENEVOLENT ACTION. 
The church holds it to be its imperative auty 

to assist in making known the .gospel throughout 
the world, and will maintain some system by which 
all the leading objects of Christian benx:volence 
may receive their share of support, and all the 
members contribute, as the Lord prospers them. 

All collections granted to churches, societies, or 
individuals, shall be counted by the deacons before 
paying over the same; and the amount so collected 
shall be reported at. the next church meeting. 
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to be dismissed from us for the purpose of uniting in the forma
tion of a new church at ---. It was voted, that we cordially 
grant them letters of dismission for that purpm e, and when regu
larly constituted as a church, shall cease to regard them as under 
our watchcare. 

-- --, Clerk. 
VI. LETTERS FOR CALLING A COUNCIL. 

1. TO RECOGNIZE A NEW CHURCH. 

2b the B11![Jii8t Chu1·ch of Christ in --. 
P--, --,18-, 

In behalf of a number of brethren and sisters belonging to 
different Baptist churches, who desire to be recognized as an in· 
dependent and distinct church in this place, we invite yon to 
send your pastor and two o er delegates to sit in council with us, 
on the --,in the house of-, to assist us by your prayers and 
counsels; and if it shall be judged agreeable to the will of God, to 
recognize us as a regular Baptist church in fellowship with you. 

The number of brethren who unite in this request is--; 
and of sisters -; all of us with the knowledge and approval of 
the churches to which we belong, who have granted us letters of 
liismission for this purpose. The churches invited are the follow• 
ing, viz., --. 

-- --, } Committee 
-- of 
-- --: Ar1·ange'lnents, 

2. FOR THE ORpiNATION OF A MINISTER. 3. FOR THE DISMIS=l 

SION OF A MINISTER. 4. FOR THE TRIAL OF A MINISTER. The 
forms only vary with the subject and the occasion. 

VII. MINUTES OF A COUNCIL. 
----,18-. 

An Ecclesiastical Council was convened at ---, on
by letters missive from the church in --. 

The Council was organized by the choice of---- as 
Moderator, and ---- as Clerk. Prayer was offered by 
----. The vote of the church inviting the Council was 
then read as follows: (Copy the vote.) 

The credentials of delegates were called for, from which it 
appeared that the following brethren were entitled to vote in the 
council~ viz. : 

Churches. Pastors and Delegates. 
The Council then heard a statement of the business, etc. 

---.Clerk. -- --,MoMI'ator. 


