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State Directory 

President Florida Baptist Convention 
John L. Pelham ................... . . ....... PO 130, Palatka, Fla. 32077 

Executive Secretary and Treasurer 
Dr. H. C. Bennett. ................ . 1230 Hendricks Ave., Jacksonvi[[e, F[a. 32207 

Brotherhood Department 
Dr. Robert Rowell. ........... . 12.00 Hendricks Ave., jacksonville, Fla. 32207 

Evangelism and Missions Department 
james A. Ponder, Dir ....................... 1230 Henricks Ave., jacksonville, Fla. 32207 

\·Voman's Missionary Union 
,'v1iss Bernice Popham ............ . 1230 Hendricks Ave., jacksonville, F[a. 32207 

Church Music Department 
Mr. Paul Bobbitt, Dir. ............. . . 1230 Hendricks Ave., jacksonville, F[a. 32207 

Sunday School Department 
Mr. james E. Frost, State Sec.. .............. 1230 Hendricks Ave., jacksonville, Fla. 32207 

Church Training Department 
Robert S. Cook, State Sec. ........... . 1230 Hendricks Ave., jacksonville, F[a. 32207 

Florida Baptist Witness 
Dr. Edgar Cooper, Ed. & Mgr ....... . 1230 Hendricks Ave., jacksonville, Fla. 32207 

Baptist Retirement Centers 
VI/. H. Lord ........................... . Vero Beach, F[orida 32960 

Camps and Assemblies 
Paul W. Glore, Dir ......................... 1230 Hendricks Ave., jacksonville, Fla. 32207 

Florida Baptist Children's Home 
Walter R. Delamarter, Exec. Dir. ....... . . ....... P. O. Box 1653, Lake[and, F[a. 33802 

Florida Baptist foundation 
Gus johnson, Exec. Sec. & T reas ...... . 1230 Hendricks Ave., j acksonvi [Ie, F[a. 32207 

United Christian Action 
Robert r\. Parker, UCA Dir. .......... . 1230 Hendricks Ave., jacksonville, F[a. 32207 

Annuity Board Representative 
Richard Barber. ....................... . 1230 Hendricks Ave., jac:ksonvil[e, F[a. 32207 

Associational Directory 

OFF[CERS OF THE ASSOC[AT[ON 1976-77 

Moderator (tel. 938-2173) .................... Rev. I. T. Carter, Rt. 3, Box 124, jasper, 32052 
Vice-Moderator (tel. 973-6378) ........... E. B. Browning, Sr., P. O. Box 55, Madison, 32340 
Clerk (tel. 97"1-54(3) ............................. Robert Be[[f[ower, Rt. 1, Lee, F[a. 32059 
Treasurer (tel. 973-6443) ...................... W. 1. Coody, P. O. Box 215, Madison, 32340 
Dir. of tv\issions (tel. 973-2547). . . . . . Phil Maxwe[l. P. O. Box 307, M~dison, F[a. 32340 
Office Secretary (tel. 973-2547). . .. Mrs. Marjorie Woodard, P. O. Box 724, Madison, 32340 

ORDAINED MINISTERS 

(Other Than Those Listed Under the Church Staff Directory) 

Brewer Lake. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. M. j. Fow[er (R), P. O. Box 33, Day, 32013 
Rev. C. B. Goodwin (R), P. O. Box 31, Day, 32013 

Faith...... . ......... Rev. Clinton Harris ([), Rt. 2, Box 1954, Madison, 32340 
Rev. Quinton Dryden (PI), P. O. Box 123, Madison, 32340 

3 



Rev. Tony Green (PI), 920 N. Lake Ave., Apt. 195-C, Lakeland, 33801 
Greenville .. _.. . ......... Rev. Marvin Day (PI), Rt. '1, Box 27-B, Greenville, 32331 
Madison, First. .......................... Rev. J. C Moore, P. O. Box 443, Madison, 32340 

Rev. W.H. Woodard, PO 724, Madison, 32340 
Pine Grove. . . ............... Rev. Marcus Morrison, Rt. 2, Box "135, Madison 32340 
Pleasant Grove T............... . ...... Rev. C J. Lewis, Rt. 1, Greenville, 32331 

LICENSED MINISTERS 
(Now Members of the Church) 

Lee, First. . . ..................................... J. T. Payne, Rt. '\, Box 93, Lee, 32059 
Pine Grove. . . . . ......................... Marjell Dobbs, Rt. 2, Madison, Fla. 32340 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT AND CHAIRMAN OFFICERS 
1976-77 

American Bible Society ............ Mrs. L. R. Woodard, P. O. Box 267, Madison, Fla. 32340 
Assembly Committee ............... Mark McCoy, Rl. 1, Box 222B, Monticello, Fla. 32344 
Annuity and Retirement Center. .... : ....... 1.1. Entzminger, P. O. 6, Greenville, Fla. 32.,:31 
Baptist Lit. and Bapt. Witness .......... Carl W. Burnett, Rt. 2, Box 177, Madison, Fla. 32340 
Budget.. ...................... W. T. Coody, P. O. Box 2'\5, Madison, Fla. 32340 
Calendar of Activities ........................ I. T. Carter, Rt. 3. Box 124, Jasper, Fla. 32052 
Colleges and Seminaries ..................... I. V. Cason, Rt. 3, Box B, Madison, Fla. 32140 
Children's Home .................. Mrs. Audrey Wood, Rt. 1, Box 250, Madison, Fla. 32340 
Evangelism. . ................... Richard Miley, Rt.1, Box 115, Madison, Fla. 32340 
Fla. Bapt. Foundation. . . . L. R. Woodard, P. O. Box 267, Madison, Fla. 32340 
Missions ........................... Marcus Morrison, Rt. 2, Box 135, Madison, Fla. 32340 
Nominations ................................. I.H. Phillips, Rt. -I, Box 66, Lee, Fla. 32059 

Clayton Deas, Day, Fla. 32013 
Kelly Bailey, Rt. 2, Madison, Fla. 32340 

Our Departed Loved Ones. . . . . . Mrs. Pat Reams, Greenville, Fla. 32331 
Radio and Television....... E. B. Browning, Sr., P. O. Box 55, Madison, Fla. 32340 
Resolutions....... . ........ Walter Bailey, Rt. 1, Box 84, Lamont, Fla. 32336 
Time and Place ......................... Wesley Downing, Rt. 1, Box 2, Pinetta, Fla. 32350 
Stewardship ................................ Howard Money, PO 117, Pinetta, Fla. 32350 
United Christian Action .................. Walter Bailey, Rt. 1. Box 84. Lamont, Fla. 32336 
Program Committee ................. Moderator, Clerk, Secretary, plus two or more others 

and Billy Goodwin. 

ASSOCIATIONAL MISSIONS COMMITTEE 

Philip HowelL ................................ Rt. 1, Box 120 Madison, Fla. 32340, 5 years 
George Burnett, Ir.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... Rt. 3, Box 127, Madison, Fla. 32340,4 years 
Joe Miller. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ Rt. 1, Lee, Fla. 32059, 3 years 
Norman Hartsfield............ . ......... Rt. 1, Box 179, Monticello, Fla. 32344,2 years 
Bernard Wilson ................................. Rt. 3, Box A, Madison, Fla. 32340,1 year 

SERMONS: October, 1977 

Doctrinal. ...................... Howard Mooney, P. O. Box 117, Pinetta, Fla. 32350 
Alternate.... . ................. Richard Miley, Rt. 1, Box 115, Madison, Fla. 32340 

Missionary. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B. E. Humes, P. O. Box 307, Madison, Fla. 32340 
Alternate ............................... Layton Daughtry, Rt. 1, Box 32, Lee, Fla. 32059 
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DEPARTMENT HEADS 

Sunday School Director. ..................... Gene Stokes, Rt. 1, Box 119, Lee, Fla. 32059 
Church Training Director. ................... Edgar Barrs, Jr., P. O. Box 194, Lee, Fla. 32059 
Brotherhood Director. .............. Bill Grant, 215 N. W. Fraleigh Dr., Madison, Fla. 12140 
WMU Director ..................... Mrs. John Collins, RL 3, Box 158, Madison, Fla. 32340 
Music Director ............... Mrs. Herbert Demott, RL 1, Box 197 A, Mo nticello, Fla .. 12344' 
YouLh Rally President.. . ...................... Phyllis Sevor, PO Box 267, Lee, Fla. 32059 
Campus Ministries Volunteer Dir.... Billy Goodwin, P. O. Box 111, Madison, Fla. 32340 

WOMAN'S MISSIONARY UNION OFFICERS 
1976-77 

Director ............... Mrs. John Collins, RL 3, Box 158, Madison, Fla. 32340---Cherry Lake 
Assistant Director ...... Mrs. Emma Barnes, RL 3, Box 88, Madison, Fla. 32340---Cherry Lake 
Secretary and Treasurer. ....... Mrs. Pat Reams, RL 2, Box 25, Greenville, Fla. 32331-Grnvl. 
Baptist Young Women .... Mrs. Jimmie Ragans, Rt. 1, Box 307A, Madison, Fla. 32340---M. O. 
Mission Study Chmn ............... Mrs. Gene Stokes, Rt. 1, Box 119, Lee, Fla. 32059-Faith 
Mission Action ............ Mrs. Paul Lewis, RL 1, Box 233, Monticello, Fla. 32344--Central 
Acteen Director. . Mrs. Tom Poole, P. O. Box 612, Madison, Fla. 32340---Faith 
GA Director. .............. Mrs. Eddie Hale, Rt. 2, Box '1504, Madison, Fla. 32340---Midway 
Mission friends Dir .... Mrs. Norman Howard, Rt. '1, Box 270, Madison, Fla. 32340---Midway 
Song Leader. ..... Mrs. William Fouracre, Rt. 1, Box 39, Pinetta, Fla. 32350---Pinetta 
Pianist.... Mrs. ,V1agdalene Land, P. O. Box 158, Mayo, Fla. 32066 

BAPTIST BROTHERHOOD OFFICERS 1976-77 

Director ................. J. W. (Bill)Grant, 215 I'<W Fraleigh Dr., Madison, 32340---Madison 
Sec. and Treas.. Wayne McCall, P. O. Box 613, Madison, Fla. 32340---Madison 
RA Leader .................. Wayne Walker, Rt. 2, Box 905, Madison, Fla. 32340---Madison 

YOUTH RALLY OFFICERS 
1976-77 

President. .............................. Phyllis Sevor, P. O. Box 267, Lee, Fla. 32059--Lee 
Vice President. ............... Betty Bellflower, Rt. 1, Box 148, Lee, Fla. 32059-Macedonia 
Sec. & Treas............................ Iris Sapp, Rt. 1, Box 156, Madison, Fla. 32340 
Assistant Treas .................................. Cindy Bell, P. O. Box 253, Lee, Fla. 32059 
Song Leader. ..................... Calvin ,V1illner, Rt. 3, Madison, Fla. 32340---Cherry Lake 
Assist. Song Leader. ............... L. David Wesson, Rt. 2, Box 194-C, Madison, Fla. 32340 
Pianist. '." Betty Bellflower, Rt. 1, Box 148, Lee, Fla. 32059-Macedonia 
Assistant Pianist. .......... Lisa Kay Kelly, 1107 Park Circle, Madison, Fla. 32340---Mt. Olive 
Pastor Advisor. .................. Ronnie Combass, Rt. 1, Box 128, Lee, Fla. 32059--Beulah 

MUSIC OFFICERS 
1976-77 

Director. ................ Mrs. Herbert (Linda) Demott, Rt. 1, Box 197-A, Monticello, 32344 
Assn. Choir Director. ........ Billy Goodwin, P. O. Box '1'1'1, Madison, Fla. 32340---Madison 
DiL of Instrumental Activities ............. Mrs. Jim (Phyllis)Dietrich, Rt. 3, Madison, 32340 
Dir. of Children Act... . ........... Mrs. Billy Goodwin, PO Box 111, Madison, 32340 
Dir. of Ensembles..... . .............. Clyde Cruce, RL 1, Box 75, Monticello, 32344 
Secretary. . . . . . . Bill Andrews, Rt. 2, Box 582, Madison, Fla. 32340 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFICER 
'1976-77 

Director. .................... . Gene Stokes, RL 1, Box '119, Lee, Fla. 32059-Faith 

CHURCH TRAINING OFFICER 
'1976-77 

Director. ............................ . Edgar Barrs, Jr., P. O. Box '194, Lee, Fla. 32059---Lee 

N FJC BAPTIST CAMPUS MIN ISTRY 

Volunteer Director. .................... Billy Goodwin, P. O. Box 111, Madison, Fla. 32340 

Church Directory 
Executive Board Members--1976-77 

NAME ADDRESS 
BETHEL CREEK. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... none listed 
BEULAH ............................ Rev. Ronnie Combass, Rt. 1, Box 174, Lee, Fla. 32059 

BREWER LAKE ............ . 
CENTRAL (AUCILLA) ........... . 
CHERRY LAKE, FIRST. 

James Roebuck, Box 246, Lee, Fla. 32059 
Marvin Buchanan, Rt. 1, Box 'Ill, Mayo, Fla. 32066 

. ......... , ..................... no ne listed 
. . V. A. Genton, Rt. 3, Box 67, Madison, Fla. 32340 

A. C Gentry, Rt. 3, Box 26'1, Madison 
ELIZABETH. . ... Norman Hartsfield, RL 1, Box '179, Monticello, Fla. 32344 
ERIDU.. .......... . ................................... none listed 
FAITH. . . . . . . . ........ J. V. Cason, RL 3, Box B, Madison, Fla. 32340 
GREENVILLE. . . . . . . . . . . ...... " J. L Pate, Rt. 2, Box 1'135, Madison, Fla, 32340 
HOPEWELl......... ............ ..... Cary Lamb, RL 1, Madison, Fla. 32340 
LAMONT. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Harold Reams, Lamont, ria. Rt. 1, Box 41,32336 
LEE, FIRST,. . ...... ,........... Ed Smith, Jr., Rt. '1, Box 254, Madison, Fla. 32340 
MACEDONIA.............. ........... Ray Williams, Rt. 1, Box 155, Lee, Fla. 32059 
MADISON, FIRST...... . ...... , ...... W. T. Coody, P. O. Box 215, Madison, Fla. 32340 
MAyO....................... . ......... , ...................... none listed 
MIDWAy .................................. Sidney Jordan, P. O. Box -185, Lee, Fla. 32059 
MOSELEY HALl. .. , . . ...... , . Homer Bailey, Rt. 2, Greenville, Fla. 32331 
MT. OLIVE ........................ Tommy Matheny, Rt. 2, Box 238, Madison, Fla. 32340 

Clyde Thomas, Box 265, Lee, Fla. 32059 
Rev. T. R. Kelly, 1107 Park Circle, Madison, Fla. 32340 

NEW HOME ........... ,........... Phillip Howell, Rt. 1, Box 120, Madison, Fla. 32340 
NEW HOPEFUl. .......................................................... none listed 
NEW MACEDONIA. ................ Tommy Barclay, Rt. 1, Box 273, Greenville, Fla. 3233'1 
PINE GROVE .......................... Marjell Dobbs, Rt. 2, Box 575, Madison, Fla. 32340 
PINETTA, FIRST .... , ........... ,. . ...... Cecil Crafton, Rt. 1, Box 40, Pinetta, Fla. 32350 
PLEASANT GROVE l. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ , ................. " none listed 
PLEASANT GROVE 1". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Franklin Aman, Rt. 1, Box "\07, Greenville, Fla. 32331 
RIVERSIDE ............ , . . . . . . . . . . . . ........................ " none listed 
ST. JOHNS ............ ,........... . .. Shorty Norris, Rt. 3, Greenville, Fla. 32331 

SIRMANS ... 
Clifton Floyd, Rt. 3, Greenville, 32331 

Johnny Carroll, Rt. 2, Box 211, Greenville, Fla. 32331 
J. L. lackson, Rt. '1, Box 230, Greenville, Fla. 32331 
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DIRECTOR LIBRARY SERVICES 

Cherry Lake ......................... Mrs. Ben Williams, Rt. 3, Box 85, Madison, cia .. ,1140 
Elizabeth....... Mrs. Hiram Fraser, Rl.1, Box 199, Monticello, Fla .. "32::44 
Madison, First. . . . Lex Webb, P. O. Box 2'13, Lee, ria. 320')9 

PIAN 1ST -1976-77 

BETHEL CREEK. . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... Kay Goodwin, RL 1, Mayo, Fla. 320hh 
BEULAH.................... .. Sylvia Cressley, Rl. 1, Lee, Fla .. ,2059 
BREWER LAKE.................. Miss Sue Townsend, Rt. '1, Box -158, Mayo, ria. 320hh 
CENTRAL (AUCiLLA). . ..... Miss Deborah Lewis, Rl. 1, Box 14h, Monticello, Fla. 31.344 
CHERRY LAKE, FIRST ................ Mrs. A. C. Gentry, Rt. J, Box 261, Madison, Fla.'2,)4() 
ELlZc\BETH .................. Mrs. Herbert Demott, Rt. 1, Box FilA, Monticello. ria. 32:344 
ERIDU.......... . ............. Kathy Lewis, Rt. 1, Box 12,), Greenville, fla .. '2.33"i 
FI\ITH. ................... Miss Darlene Newborn, Rl. 2, Madison, Fla. 32."l40 
GREENViLLE.... .. Paulette Owen, Greenville, Fla. 32331 
HOPEWELL. . ........................ . 
LAMONT .. . 
LEE, FIRST ......... . 

...... Mrs. Patsy Reams, Rt. 1, Box 41, Lamont, Fla. 3L33ro 
. Mrs. I. T. Carler, Rt. 3, Box 124, Jasper, Fla. 32052 
Mrs. Bob Guthrie, Rt. 'I, Box 113A, Lee, Fla .. '2()39 

MACEDON!.A........ . ......... Miss Betty Bellrlower, Rt. -I, Box 148, Lee, Fla. 320.S9 
MADISON, FIRST. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Mrs. Vernon Ragans, P. O. Box 299, Madison, ria. 32-'40 
.MAYO.... Mrs. vVilliam Hart, Rt. 1, Box 118B, Mayo, Fla. 310bfl 
MIDWAy....... . ........ Mrs. Aaron \Vebb, RL 1, Box 271-1, Madison, ria. J:!340 
MOSELEY HALL. . ... 'v',rs. David Cruce, RL 1, Madison, Fla. 3234() 
MT. OLIVE........ . .......... Mrs. Bil! Andrews, RL 2, Box 582, Madison, Fla. 32340 
NEW HOME ........... Mrs. Danalla Granlham, hOl SE Madison Ave., Madison, Fla. 32340 
NEW HOPEFUL.... Mrs. Judy Webb, Rt. 3, Box 459-D, Madison, ria. 32340 
NEW MACEDON IA. . . . . . . . ,'viiss Susan Spradley, Rt. '1, Greenville, Fla. 32331 
PINE GROVE..... ......... Miss Sara Dobbs, Rt. 2, Box 575, Madison, Fla .. ,2-'40 
PINETTA, FIRST............. Mrs. \Vanda Feilds, Rt. 1, Box h2, Pinella, Fla. :l2:3S0 
PLEASANT GROVE L. . ........ Mrs. Stella Buchanan, Rt. -I, Box 224A, Mayo, Fla .. i2()(o6 
PLEASANT GROVE T .................. Pat Rowell, P. O. Box h46, Shady Grove, ria. :,2357 
RIVERSIDE.... ............. Mrs. Joyce Perry, Mayo, Fla. 320(06 
ST. JOHNS. . . . . . . . . . . Mi~~ Kim ,'\ewman, Rt. 3, Box 93, Greenville, ria. 32:331 
SIR,IAANS....................... . ..... Mrs. Rose Benefield, RL 1, Greenville, Fla. 31n'l 

Calendar of Activities 1976-77 

OCTOBER-1976 
'1-2 Brotherhood Leadership Coni. L. Yale 

Cooperative Program Month 
6 Prayer for Cooperative Program 

8-9 Training Session for Sunday School Direclors & iJepl. iJireclors & S. S. Workers Pickett 
Lake 

8-9 Brotherhood Ldsp. Conf.-West Fla. 
12 WMU Rally, Cherry Lake Church-10:00 A. M. 
13 Prayer for Cooperative Program 
14 Annual Session-Brewer Lake--3:00 P. M. 
15 :-\nnual Session-Lee---IO:OO AM. 

15-'16 Adult Choir Member Retreat-Lake Yale 
1:;-16 Pastor!D eacon Retreat-Pickett Lake 
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16 Youth Rally, 7:30 P. M.-Moseley Hall 
20 Prayer for Cooperative Program 
21 Brotherhood Meeting, Lamont, 7:30 P. M. 
27 Prayer for Cooperative Program 
28 Church Music Workshop, Pinetta, 7:30 P. M. 
28 Brotherhood Workshop-Middle Fla. 
31 (jreat Day in Florida Baptist Churches (55) 

NOVEMBER-1971'> 
5-7 State Baptist Student Convention, Lake Yale 

9 Assoc. Music Leaders Supper, Elizabeth, 7:30 P. M. 
8-13 RA Week 

12-13 State RA Rally, West Fla. Assembly 
15-17 Fla. Baptist State Convention, Daytona 

'18 WMU Mission Study-Faith 
20 Youth Rally, 7:30 P. M.-New Home 
2'1 PraiSing in Every Church 
25 Thanksgiving 
29 Assoc. Council ,Y\eeting, Faith 
2B-Dec. 5 Week of Prayer For Foreign Mission and Lottie Moon Christmas Offeri ng 

DECEMBER-'1976 
5 Foreign Missions [Jay in Sunday School 
I'> "M" Night, Madison, 7:30 P. M. 

20 Executive Committee Meeting, Lee, 7:30 P. M. 
18 Youth Rally, 7:30 P. M. 
22 Carol Sing in Every Church 
25 Christmas 
21'> Student Day at Christmas, Local Churches 
3'1 Watch Night (eT) 

JANUARY-1977 
1 New Year's Day 

3-7 January Bible Study Week-in Romans 
9 Witnessing Commitment Day 

'11 WMU Rally-Mayo, 10;00 A. M. 
15 Youth Rally, 7:30 P. M. 

'17-18 Evangelism Conference, Tampa 
20 Brotherhood Meeting, New Home Baptist Church 

21-22 Bible Teaching/Learning Workshop Lake Yale (55) 
23 Baptist Men's Day 

28-29 WMU Prayer Retreat, Lake Yale 
29 Music Festival, First Baptist, Madison, 6:30 P. M. 

FEBRUARY-'1977 
5 Young Adult Banquet-Madison Primary School 
7 Executive Committee, Lee Ch(Hch, 7:30 P. M. 

11-12 Bible Teaching/Learning Workshop for West Fla. (55) 
13-19 WMU Focus Week 
17-'18 State Bus Outreach-Evangelism Conf. Gainesville (55) 
'18-20 Senior High Acteens Cometogether, Lake Yale 

19 Youth Rally 
24-28 Evangelism Rally 

25 Regional Church Training "Exploring Diss::ipleship" Conference, Live Oak 
25-26 State Young Musician's Festival, Lake Yale 
25-26 Youth Revival Training, Lake Yale (Evangelism) 
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MARCH-19n 
4-5 State Young Musician's Festival, lake Yale 
4-6 Renewal Retreat for Couples, l.ake Yale (Evangelism) 

5 BYW Conference, First Baptist Church, Deruniak Springs 
(0-13 "\feek of Prayer for Home Missions and Annie /\rmstrong [aster Offering 

7·9 Renewal Retreat for Church Staff-Couples, lake Yale (Evangelism) 
7-"10 Bold Biblical Stewardship Conference 

11-12 State Young Musician's Festival, Lake Yale 
11-'13 Renewal Retreat for Couples, Lake Yale (Evangelism) 

"l2 BYW Conference, Southside Baptist, lake City (WMU) 
13-20 Youth Week 
l4·16 Interfaith Witness Advance Training, Lake Yale 
14·16 Mission Pastors' Conference, Lake Yale 
14-'15 State \iBS Clinic, West Florida 
"17 -'lil State \iI3S Clinic, Lake Yale 

19 /\550(, Career Fairs and Youth Night (C:T) 
19 Youth Rally 
21 Stewardship Conference, Pinetta, 7:00 1', lvI, 

21-24 Bold Biblical Stewardship Conference, live Oak 
24 Florida Baptist Children's Home Area Conferences, live Oak 
25 Regional Sword Drill and Speakers' Tournaments, Monticello 
26 State Praisfest & Solo Competition, Stetson University, Deland 

28-30 Youth Evangelism Leadership Conference, lake Yale 

APRIL-19n 
'1-2 Pastor/Deacon Chairmen & Wives Conference, Lake Yale (Education Div,) 

J New Day for Training 
4-8 Baptist Doctrine Week 
8·9 RA Congress, Lake Yale 
10 Easter Sunday 
11 \iBS Clinic, Cherry Lake, 7:00--10:00 P,Yi. 
12 V\i,YiU Rally, Midway, 10:00 A. M. 

15-"17 Baptist Campus Ministry Leadership Training Conference, lake Yale 
16 Youth Rally 
"17 Cooperative Program Day 

19-20 r\nnual VV,YiU Session, Titusville 
21 Brotherhood, Beulah, 7:30 p, M, 
24 Association Choir Rehearsal 2:301', M, '\ ew I-lome 

25·2S Bold Biblical Stewardship Conferences 
29-30 Baptist Men's Encampment, West Florida 

29-May 1 Single Adult Retreat 

M/\Y-1977 
'1-8 Christian Home Week 

1-29 Family Money Management Projects in Churches 
Association Choir Rehearsal, Lamont, 2:30 P. M, 

2 Executive Committee Meeting 
6·7 Baptist Men's Encampment, Lake Yale 

B Mother's Day 
B ,'vlother's Day Offering, Florida Baptist Children's Home 

'14 Asooci,ltion Choir Rehearsal Cherry Lake 3:00--5:00 I'. M. and h:00----8:00 P. M, 
1(,·20 I\ssociational Emphasis Week 
'19-2'1 Associat ion leadership Planning Conference, lake Yale 

:2"1 Youth R,lIly 
2'1 Performance of Musical at Youth Rally by Associational Choir 

27-28 Family .Yioney Management Church Retreats 
30 Memorial Day 
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JUNE, '1977 
11-18 CA Camps, Lake Yale and West Fla. Bap. Assemblies 
H-Ho Southern Baptist Convention, Kansas City, Missouri 

18 Youth Rally 
'I'J Father's Day 

20-25 GA Camp, Lake Yale and West Florida 
20-25 RA Camp, Lake Yale _ 
27-29 Missions a'nd fellowship Conference 

27-July'l Area Stewardship Studies 
27-July 2 GA Camps, Lake Yale and West Florida 
27-July 2 RA Camp, Lake Yale 

28-30 "Super Summer-'77" (Evangelism) 

JULY-'1977 
'1-2 Youth Evangelism Conference 

:; Freedom Sing in Every Church 
4 Independence Day (Monday) 

4-9 GA/Acteen, Lake Yale 
4-9 RA Camp, Lake Yale 
'12 WMU Rally, Lee, 7:10 p, M, FamilY'Night 

1'1-14 SS Leaders Assembly, Lake Yale 
'1'1-"1() GA/Acteens Camp, Lake Yale 
']'1-'16 RA Camp, Lake Yale 
15-16 55 l.eadership Mini Conference, Lake Yale 

1 h Youth Rally 
'18-23 Youth Music Camp, Lake Yale 
'18-23 GA Camp, Lake Yale 
'18-23 RA Camp, West Florida Assembly 

21 Brotherhood Meeting, Ladies' Night, Madison, I'irst l3apt ist 
25-30 GA Camp, Lake Yale 
25-29 State Music: Assembly, Lake Yale 
25·29 Young Musician's Camp, Lake Yale 
25-29 RA Camp, West Florida 
25-30 GA Camp, Lake Yale 

AUGUST-1977 
1-3 l3ible Conrerence ror Younger Youth, West Florida Assembly (55) 
1-5 National/Southern Baptist Church Leadership Training ConI. Lake Yale (Coop-Miss) 
1-5 Elbert c:. Tyner Youth Camp, Middle Florida, Pickett Lake 
1-6 GA/Acteens Camp, Lake Yale 
4-6 Bible Conrerence ror Older Youth, West Florida (55) 
5-6 Y. E, 5, '77 

6 Association Song Fest, Sl. Johns, 7:30 I'. M, 
8-'13 Youth Assembly, Lake Yale (CT) 
8·"lO State Library Convention & Workshop, Lake Yale (CT) 
8-L) Harmony Bay Youth Music Camp, West Florida 

11-1.'> Church Training Leadership Retreat, Lake Yale 
'19-20 Sunday School Leadership Mini Conference, Lake Yale 
19-20 Sunday School Leadership Mini Conference, West florida 

20 Youth Rally 
21·28 Church Music Week in Every Church 
22-24 WMU Leader's ConL, Lake Yale 
22-26 Area Stewardship Cong, 
26-27 Sunday School Leadership Mini Conference, Lake Yale 
26-27 WMU Leaders' Conference, West Florida 
29-30 Church Council Planning Workshop, Lake Yale (Ed, Div,) 
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SEf'T[,V\BER-1977 
3-5 Baptist Women Retreat, Lake Yale 

4-'11 Special Slate Mission Season of Prayer and Ofiering 
5 Labor Day 

9·10 Church Training Library and Recreation Leadership Retreat, Wesl rI orida 
'1'1 On-lo-College Day, Local Churches 
17 Youth Rally 

12-13 State Sunday School Spectacular, First Baptist, Tallahassee 
19·23 Wide-Area Church Training Age Group Institute, Tallahassee 
23-24 Adult Choir Member's Retreat, West r10rida 

25-0ct. 2 Sunday School Preparation VVeek 

OCTOBER-'1977 
5 Prayer for Cooperative Program 

7·8 Brotherhood Leadership Conference, Lake Yale 
11 WM U Rally, Cherry Lake, 10:00 A. M 
'12 Prayer for Cooperative Program 

13-14 Annual Session, Elizabeth 1st day, Lamont 2nd day 
14·15 Pastors/Deacon Retreat, Pickelt Lake 
14-'15 Brotherhood Leadership Conference, \'Vest Flordia 

15 Youth Rally 
19 Prayer for Cooperative Program 
20 Brotherhood Meeting 
26 Prayer for Cooperative Program 

28-30 Single Adult Retreat, Lake Yale 
30 High Attendance Day in Sunday School 

NOVEMBER-'1977 
4·6 State Baptist Student Convention, Lake Yale 

6-12 Royal Ambassador Week 
11·12 Slate Royal Ambassador Rally 
14-16 Florida Baptist State Convention Annuai Session, SL Petersburg 
18-1'J Youth Leaders Bible Conf. Lake Yale (55) 

20 A Thank 5ing in Every Church 
24 Thanksgiving 
28 "M" Night (CT) 

29-.>0 Vv'est Florida Bible Conference, West Florida 

DECEMBER-'1977 
2-3 State Vocational Guidance Conf. (CT) 

4-11 'v'leek of Prayer for Foreign Missions 
i 8 Student Day at Christmas 
21 A Carol Sing in Every Church 
25 Christmas Day (Sunday) 
31 Watch !'-light (CT) 
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Minutes 
Of the Seventy-Seventh Annual Session 

or The Middle Florida Baptist Association 
Met With Brewer Lake Baptist Church 

Afternoon Session 

1. Song Service led by Mrs. Iris Thomas, Brewer Lake. 
2. Devotional by Rev. Howard Money, Pinetta . 
. l. Welcome by Clayton Deas, Brewer Lake. 
4. Response by Mrs. Cordie Welch, Macedonia. 
5. Call to order by Moderator, Rev. I. T. Carter, Lee. 
h. The printed program with such changes as needed was adopted as order of Business for 

this session. 
7. New pastors recognized were: Rev. Howard Money, I'inetta; Rev. Layton Daughtry, 

Midway; Rev. Lamar Harris, Macedonia; and Rev. B. E. Humes, Iv\adison. Rev. R. A. Kelly, who 
is serving Mayo Church was recognized. 

8. Committee Reports were as follows: 
9. Executive Commiltee, Roberl Bellflower, Macedonia. 

·lO. Evangelism, Rev. Lamar Anderson, Brewer Lake. 
"11. Florida Baptist Witness, Carl W. Burnett, Macedonia. 
"12. State Speaker, Rev. Keith Vaughn, Baptist Bible Institute. 
13. Campus Ministries, N FjC, Billy Goodwin, Madison. 
14. United Christian Action, Rev. Waiter Bailey, Moseley Hall. 
'15. Sunday School Report, Rev. Richard Miley, New Home. 
1 h. Colleges and Seminaries, Gene Stokes, Faith. 
'17. Annuity and Retirement, I. Thad Entzminger, Cref,nville. 
'18. State Speaker, Rev. Phil Maxwell, State Annuity Representative. 
'19. A motion was made and carried that the above reports be adopted. 
20. A motion was made by I. Thad Entzminger to send a telegram to Mr. loseph P. Kelley 

who is 102 years old and others at the Florida Bapt ist Retirement Center in Vera Beach, letting 
them know that we are thinking of them. A motion was made and carried that the Association 
pay for the telegram. 

:n. Special music was a solo given by Mrs. D. F. Allen of Brewer Lake. 
22. Rev. Tom Poole of raith brought the Doctrinal Sermon. 
2"l. Adjournment prayer by Gene Stokes, Faith. 

EVENING SESSION 

24. PraiSing led by Mrs. Iris Thomas, Brewer Lake. 
25. Devotional by Rev. Lamar Harris, Macedonia. 
26. Committee Reports were as follows: 
27. Treasurer's Report and Budget Report, W. T. Coody, Madison. 
28. Music, Mrs. Herbert Demott, Elizabeth. 
29. Director of Missions, Rev. Phil Maxwell. 
.lO. Church I'raining, Rev. Lamar Harris, Macedonia. 
\1. Youth Rally, Phyllis Sevor, Lee . 
. ll. Foreign, Home and State Missions Report was adopted in the absence of the chmn. 

Marcus Morrison, I'ine Crove. 
:33. On motion made and carried, the above reports were adopted. 
34. Special Music by the King's Messengers Quartet. 
35. Inspirational Speaker, Rev. J. Thad Entzminger, Greenville. 
:lfi. Adjournmenl prayer by Roberl Bellflower, Macedonia. 
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MET WITH LEE CHL:RCH 
fRIDAY MOR."<I"G SESSION 

37. Song service led by Rev. I. T. Carter. 
38. Devotional by Rev. layton Daughtry, .\!Iidway. 
39. Welcome by Mrs. Bob Guthrie, lee. 
40. Response by ML Carl Burnett, Macedonia. 
41. Committee Reports were as follows: 
42. E[bert C Tyner Youth Camp, by Rev. ,\!lark McCoy, Cherry Lake. 
43. Midd[e F[orida Assemb[y Grounds, Rev. Francis Cruce, lake City. 
44. American Bib[e Society, Mrs. l. R. \iI/oodard. 
45. Historica[ Society, ML E. B. Browning, Sr., ,\!Iadison. 
46. Radio and Te[evision, ML E. B. Browning, Sr., Madison 
47. Woman's Missionary Union, Mrs. Norman Howard. 
48. Children's Home, Mrs. Audred Wood, Pine Grove. 
49. Digest of letters, Robert Bellf[ower, Macedonia. 
50. F[orida Baptist Foundation, L. R. Woodard,\!Iadison. 
51. The Vice Moderator served as Moderator when the Calendar of Activilies Report was 

given by Rev. I. T. Carter. 
52. Brotherhood, Bi[[ Grant, Madison. 
53. On motion made and carried the above reports were adopted. 
54. During the miscellaneous busineS5 session, .\\rs. emily Phillips, who has been in a 

wheel chair for 65 years, gave her testimony and sang a 50[0. 

55. Special Music, solo, Rev. L T. Carter, Lee. 
56. Rev. Mark McCoy, Cherry Lake, brought the Missionary Sermon. 
57. Adjournment prayer and blessing for the food was given by Rev. Mark McCol'. 

AFTER",OON SESSION 

58. Song service led by Mrs. Herbret Demott, E[iz.abeth. 
59. Special music, 50[0, Mrs, Herbert DemOll, [lizabeth. 
60. Devoliona[, Rev. B, E. Humes, Madison. 
61. Committee Reports were as follows: 
62. Nominations by J, H. Phillips, Lee. 
63, Our Departed Loved ones, Rev. Ivlark MCCoy for Mrs, Pat Reams. 
64. Stewardship Report, Rev, Howard :\loney, Pinetta. 
65. Reso[utions, Rev. Walter Bai[ey, Mose[ey Ha[I. 
66. Time and Place, Rev. Howard Money, ior ML Wesley Downing, Pinetta. 
67. On motion made and carried, the above reports were adopted. 
68. ;\ motion was made and carried to send 5100.00 to the American Bib[e Socielv. 
69. A plea was made for the churches and pastors to support and promote the Youth Ra[[y. 
70. Association officers were elected as iollows: 

Moderator. Rev, I. T. Carter Clerk... Mr. Robert Bellflower 
Vice Moderator .. ,. Mr. E. B, Browning, Sr. Treasurer. Mr. W. T, Coody 

71. All Senio,r Servants were given special recognition. :\Ir. Henry Messer of Madison, was 
the oldest man and Mrs. Parker of Mayo was the oldest woman, 

72, /It the conclusion of the Annual :,ession, lhis being our Bicentennia[ Year, we 
reinaugllrated the old custom of giving "The Parting Hand"-

73, l3enediction prayer was given by Rev. G[enn Collins, Pastor, St. Johns, 

REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITIEE .VlEET[ NGS 
February 'J, 197h 

Moderator introduced Rev, B. E. Humes to the Associalion, l\i\jnlltes approved as read. 
Reports of Sunday School, WMU, Music and Treasurer's report were approved as read. 
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Treasurer's Report: 
Balance as of '10--1-75 $-1,828.7b 
Collections from -W--]-7S to 2-8-76 -1,5.10.7-] 

Paid Out 
Gal. Gen. Fund-2-8-7b 

l,YS'iA7 
1,7.N.78 

T{m:E 

Pier Fund Pickett Lake 
Side waik fund 

$04.40 
225_00 

Rev_ L 1. Carter suggested that the $60.00 set up in the Budgel for, he Moderator's expenses 
to the Florida Baptist Convention be transferred to the new build;ng at Pickett Lake_ A motion 
was made and carried that an additional $40.00 be taken from the Treasury, making a total of 
$WO.OO, be given on the expenses of this building_ 

The moderator appointed Rev_ B. E. Humes to serve as a member of the Board of Directors 
of the Middle Florida Baptist Assembly. 

A motion was made and carried that Mr. E. B. Browning, Sr_ write the Ilislory of the Asooci­
ation, without charge on his part, and that the Association would defray the extra expenses. 

EXECUTIVE COMM. REPORT, MAY 3, 1976----Lee Baptist Church 

Devotion and prayer by Rev_ Money. Reports were given a~ iollows: Sunday School-On 
April-12th an Assoc VBS Clinic was conducted by those previously attending the state clinie. 

WMU Report, Music Report-On March '13, the first Associational Choir performed at 
Elizabeth. On March 20 the Assoc Choi'r performed at Madison at the Youlh Rally with over 
:l00 people attending. 

Missions Report:-A motion was made and carried that Bro_ Hartsfield contact Dr. 
Woodrow Fuller by telephone immediately to get this program operating and to report back 
to the Moderator by May 7, if possible_ 

Treasurer's Report: 
Balance as of 2-il-7h for Sidewalk at I-'ickett Lake 
Collections 

Sal. as of Gen_ fund 2-8-7h 
Collected 
Paid Outs 
BaL as of 5-J-76 

All reports were adopted as read: 

Sl,310.25 

225.00 
125.00 

$350.00 

-'18_ -]5 Pier r und as of 
485.62 5-3-76 $64.44 

S-I;I 62. 7i' 

A motion was made and carried requesting that Mrs. Linda Demott, Music Director attend 
the Leadership Planning Meeting in Lake Yale. A motion was made and carried that the Execu­
tive Committee meeting continue to meet at Lee Baptist Church_ 

The new pa,tor from Midway, Rev. Layton Daughtry, was introduced and welcomeclto the 
Association. 

CALLED EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Lee Baptist Church, May 20, -19/b 

rhe purpose of the meeting was to discuss securing a Director of Missions. Mr. Norman 
Hartsfield, Chmn_ of the Missions Committee, reported his finds from Dr. Fuller, stating that 
there was no money available at this time from the stale to pay a Director of Missions_ Dr. 
Fuller recommended that our Association employ a secretary, stating that there is $10().OO a 
month available to our Association for that salary. 

A motion was made that the Missions Commillee secure a Dir. of Missions, providing the 
state office supplements the salary. Motion carried. 

A motion was made that if the Association cannot get the supplementary money (3600) 
then the Missions Committee employ a Secretary. Motion carried_ 
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CALLED EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETI N G 
Lee Baptist Church, June 28, '19711 

The Executive Committee met in a Called Session Monday night, June 28, and voted to pro­
ceed with our Director of Mission; program. Our Missions Committee is authorized to con­
tact someone who will serve our Association on a part-time basis. We are thinking that 'I"~ of 
the income of each Church will finance this program. Ihis will be in addition Lo our regular. 
Associational budget. rhe State Missions Office has said it would give us S.),h(l().()O and we will 
forfeit this if we don't come through with o,-,r part. We think that we can secure a part-time 
man for about $6,000. 

The Executive Committee elected Rev. Howard 1-[ Money as Slewardhsip Chairman for the 
remainder of the year. 

EXECUTIVE CQ,'v1MITTEE REPORT 
Lee Baptist Church-August 9, '19711 

;vlinules were adopted as read: 
Reports were given as follows: 

Music: 
Sunday School: 
rreasurer: 

flal. as of 5-.l-76 Gen. r~ods 
Collections as of 5-3-76 to 
8-9-76 
Total 
Paid Outs 
Balance Gen. Fund 
as of 8-9-76 
Sidewalk fund 
Pier Fund as of 8-9-76 

51,162.78 

'1,08988 
:02,252.66 

343.0S 

S;1,909.61 
5 350.00 

114.44 

The Moderator appointed Rev. Mark McCov to fill the vacancy as a mem ber of the Board of 
Directors of the Assembly Grounds. 

/\ motion was made and carried that the Association pay for the typi ng of the Manuscript of 
the Middle Florida Association History by Mr. E. B. Browning, 5r. 

A motion was made and carried that we order -ISOO copies of our Association Minutes 
which will include the Middle Florida /15Sociation History with a full-color picture of 
Macedonia Baptist Church on the cover. 

A motion was m,lde and carried that the ,\ssociation extend to Bro. Phil Maxwell an invita­
tion to serve as our Director of Missions beginning on October 1, F)l6. The Association 
would raise SL400.00 the first year toward the salary of the Director of Missions. After he 
begins serving he and our Missions Commillee will draw up a job ?escription. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Robert Bellflower, Clerk 

FLORIDA BAPTIST WITN ESS 

The FLO RIDA BAPTIST WITN E55 has a goal. We want to reach '100,000 circulati on. Figuring 
three to a family, this would mean 300,000 readers each week. This in turn would mean a bel­
ter informed ,lorida Baptist constituency, which always leads to greater parlicipati on and suc­
cess in missions. Our people will work and give for what they know about and when they are 
convinced their dforts are supporting good causes. rhis is the ministry of lhe \VitnbS to in·· 
form, inspire and indoctrinate. 

Inlerest in your state paper is increasing. Pastors and congregations are becoming more 

15 



vitally aware and concerned about denominational activities. In a day when so much of our 
work depends on cooperation with all Southern Baptists, ignorance cannot be defended as 
bliss, It is wrong for any congregation to be isolated from the great body of Southern Baptist 
fellowship. We are to bear one another's burdens and pray for each other, but how can we 
unless we know the successes, failures and problems of our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

The present circulation of the WITN ESS is approximately 78,000. 0 ne thousand fifty-one 
churches and missions send the paper each week to at least part if not all of their church 
families. We regularly encourage the churches to place the state paper in the budget and in­
clude every family on the subscription list. 

Subscription prices for the WITN E55 are very reasonable. Individ uals can place an order for 
$2.75 per year, Club groups (five or more) can obtain the WIT~ E5S for $2.25 per year. 
Churches on the budget plan sending the paper to every family can still get the paper for $2.00 
per subscription per year. The budget plan puts a WITN [55 into each hom e for only four cents 
per copy, 

The Witness office has several plans for helping churches promote the paper, to get it 
started or expand a subscription list. There is no charge, 

The fLORIDA BAPTIST WITNESS is offered free to newly-constituted churches, The offer is 
for one year on the basis that the church agrees to include the Witness in the budget the 
following year for each family, This plan is made possible through the joint efforts of the 
Florida Baptist Witness Commission and the Florida Baptist Convention. Actually a new con­
gregation has the opportunity to enjoy the FLORIDA BAPTIST WI TN E55 for two years for the 
price of one, 

The church page is a new service inaugurated by the WITN E55 for churches, that can meet 
the requirements. We are now helping the churches by printing (hurch bulletin material on 
the front and back of the Witness and sending it into the homes from the plant in Jacksonville. 
The members receive local church information and WITNESS nelvs in one publication, 

Details for all our promotional plans and services (an be obtained by calling 904-396-2351 
or writing the Florida Baptist Witness at 1230 Hendricks Ave .. lacksonville, Florida 32207. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Carl W. Burnett, Sr., Chairman 

ANNUITY OFFICE 

The primary function of the Annuity Board of the Southern Baptist Convention is two-fold: 
('I) to provide an unexcelled program for the eligible Baptist people; (2) to encourage 
churches, agencies and institutions to provide this protection for their salaried related people. 
Although the majority of Florida churches participate in the Southern Baptist Retirement Pro­
gram, most of these churches have done very little in upgrading the programs. 

Inflation is the big enemy of a retirement plan, and during the last ten years, according to 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the cost of living in Florida has risen 70 percent. During this 
period of time, the churches have increased costs by giving larger sums of money to missions, 
evangelism, education and almost every other area of our Baptist life. However, during this 
same period of time, most of the churches that were in the retirement program are givi ng the 
same amount of money today as they were ten years ago. Experience has shown that the best 
way to offset the effects of inflation in the retirement field is to set aside an amount equal to 
ten percent of total compensation for each salaried person in a church. 

The churches are urged to make a thorough study of what pastors and ch urch staff mem­
bers now have in retirement benefits and to move rapidly to bring these benefits up to an ac­
ceptable level. If a pastor retires with a livable income, it is because the churches he served 
had the wisdom and foresight to set aside enough money for retirement purposes. If a pastor 
retires without an adequate in(ome, it is because the churches did not make provision for 
him. Although the Florida Baptist Convention contributes up to $200 a year for career person­
nel who participate, the primary responsibility for an adequate annuity rests with each Florida 
Baptist church, 

The year 1976-77 will be a great time for every church in our state to place special em phasis 
on the retirement needs of the God-called men and women who serve as pastors and church 
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staif members in florida. 
40,000 persons share in benelits from a total trust of 4,4U1,13::;,2fi1. Tota[ Benefits paid to 

retirees 515,734,OU3.00 in 1975. 
For additional information, write to the F[orida Annuity Representative, L':JU Hendricks 

,\venue, Jacksonvi[[e, florida 32:107. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. Thad Entzminger, Chmn. 

FLORIDA BAPTIST RETIREMENT CENTER 

F[orida Baptists provide in the Retirement Center at Vero Beach a meaningful place to live 
for our senior adults who have a need that can be served by a retiremenl center. The F[orida 
Baptist Retirement Center is located in a beautiful setting that is convenient to churches, 
shopping areas and medical facilities. 

living units are 50 arranged that assistance is always near if needed. This feature contributeo 
to a resident's security. 

Dai[y devotionals are conducted by the Center's chaplain, and each Friday a minister from 
the Indian River Baptist Association conducts the devotional for that day. We are grateful ior 
these men who have been so willing and gracious to come and share with the residents. Dur­
ing 197h Chaplain T. O. Ba[dwin retired and \Vi[[iam J. Crowder were enlisted as interim 
chaplain. 

There are 68 residents living at the Center, 17 men and 51 women. The current age range is 
from 69 to 102 years. 

We are grateful to Florida Baptists for their support of our ministry here at the Retirement 
Center. 

Inquiries regarding information about the Center may be addressed to VVi[[iam H. Lord, Sr., 
Resident Manager, Florida Baptist Retirement Center, 1)0 Box 460, Vero Beach .1296U. 

Respectfu[ [y subm itted, 
J. Thad Entzminger, Chmn. 

BAPTIST CAMPUS MIN ISTRY 
l\FJC 

F[orida Baptists minister lo their college youth through several signiiicant avenues: the 
church, the Student Department of the F[orida Baptist Convention, and the campus organi%a­
tion, Baptist Campus Ministry. 

The Student Department encourages churches to help prepare students for co[lege as well 
as maintain continuous contact with them through special programs. Two such programs are 
On to College Day and Student Day at Christmas. Contact with churches on behalf of col­
legians is also maintained through the associational student work com mittee. 

The Baptist Campus Ministry is the organization on campus which involves students in per­
sonal, spiritual development through Bib[e study, worship, mission action and evangelistic 
outreach. The Baptist Campus Ministry organization can be found on 4U college and univer­
sity campuses across F[orida. 

Some examples of Baptist Campus Ministry programs during the past year on the campus of 
North F[orida Junior College in our Association are: 

Raised money for starvation in Bangladesh 
Raised money for state summer missions 
Had a two night Share Seminar 
Had Weekly Bible-studies 
Sponsored an evangelistic: outreach film "The Road to Armageddon" 
Were represented at lake Yale-Fall Student Convention and 
Leadership Training Conference. 

As a part of the State Baptist Campus Ministry Summer Missions Program,_ our students had 
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a part in providing, over and above their usual church gifts, transportation expenses and 
scholarships for summer missionaries who served in Florida, Illinois, Kentucky, Michigan, 
New England, New York, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah and 
Chile, Gaza and Singapore, One student summer missionary wrote of her experiences, "The 
Lord has used my small knowledge of sign language to help the kids remember scriptures, the 
Ten Commandments, plus the way to grow in Jesus' love and understanding, I have taught 
them 'Jesus Loves Me' in sign language--all no of them," 

North Florida Junior College Baptist Campus Ministry appreciates the support given by the 
association. Without it much would have gone undone for our Lord, Thank you so much for 
having such a part in our college program. 

Respect fully subm itted, 
Cindy Jordan 

UNITED CHRISTIAN ACTION 

Robert A. IJarker became Executive Secrelary"Treasurer of U ni ted Christian Action Septem­
ber 'I, '1975. He succeeds Jack Eppes who served effectively for twenty-one years. The present 
director comes to Florida from Arkansas where he served as pastor of Southern Baptist 
Churches for approximately a quarter of a century. 

Under his leadership, United Christian Action continues to be an agency concerned pri­
marily with the prevention of problems related to beverage alcohol, hard drugs, gam bling and 
pornography, With existing governmental and private program s of rehabi litation, there is di re 
need in our nation for such state encompassing organizations as United Christian Acti on with 
prevention as the main objective. 

The work of United Christian Action continues to call for involvement in the legislative pro­
cess of seeking to influence the formulation of new laws, and the amending or doing away 
with old laws regarding the above mentioned moral problems, As did his predecessors, the 
new director stayed in Tallahassee the larger portion of April and May. He sought to represent 
the thinking of concerned Christian people of Florida, 

l!lese problems and solutions to lhem have been presented through sermons and con­
ferences in most state-wide programs of the Florida Baptist Convention. Thousands of copies 
of materials related to the above problems have been distributed during these meetings, at 
youth camps, in individual church services, and by the director in his travels over the state. 
These materials have also been mailed upon request to many individuals and church groups, 
Since United Christian Action is inter-denominational in scope, the director has also spoken 
in several churches of other denominations, 

United Christian Action has also extended leadership and ac;ted as a resource agency for 
several Florida counties involved in local option elections. 

The gracious, generous and prayerful financial support of Florida Baptists is deeply appreci­
ated and urgently requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Walter E. Bailey 

EVANGELISM DEPARTMENT 

In the year 1974-75, Florida Baptists baptized 29,390 in the '1,5'15 churches, There were 34 
churches baptizing over 100, and 26 churches baptized 'I person for every 4 church members 
or less. There were 25 associations projecting an increase in baptisms above the previous year. 

ror the fifth straight year, Southern Baptists reached the 400,000 mark in baptisms with 421,-
809 converts being baptized into the membership of the churches. 

Using the Bicentennial theme, Witnessing Commitment Day, January 11,1976, launched 
the calendar evangelism on the special,th"'me, which continued through the Evangelism Con­
ference in January, the Associational Freedom Rallies in February, the Proclamation 76 
Simultaneous Revivals in March and April and the Youth Evangelism Conference in July. 
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The Evange[ism Department has given active promotion and preparation assistance Tor area 
cr\Jsades and church revivals, as well as direction to nine teams recruited, trained and super­
vised in summer youth evangelism. A project involving smaller churches in evange[i"m, 
5, U, R_ [. (Sma[[ Churches Uniting in Reachout Evange[ism) Reviva[s, has been developed 
and is being field tested, Trained workers are continuing to develop, train and involve people 
in personal witnessing in church renewal and in [he Youth Evangelism Strategy for high 
school students. Evange[ism consultants are prov'ded to churches and associations, enabling 
them to adequately develop a strategy for evangeiism and to receive resources to accomplish 
their goals. 

Respectfu[ly sumbilted, 
Lamar Anderson, Ch,nn, 

AN N UAL SU N DAY SCHOOL REPORT 

Our year began with a Pastor/Director Dia[ogue supper at New Home, Nine churcht"s were 
represented by pastor and Sunday School Directors, Frank Dt"[rose led the discussion. 

We had four churches attend the "Action" seminar in Perry in Novembt"r. 
[n March a team of workers attt"nded the State VI3S Clinic in Marianna in preparati on for the 

Associationa[ Clinic. 
Our Associationa[ VBS Clinic was held April 11th at First Baptist Madison. Thert" were 52 at­

tt"nding, representing 9 churches in our association, 
During the summer 9 churches held Vacation Bib[e Schools with a lota[ attendance of 8'15 

with 5 professions of faith. 
The state office reports that 11 churche, in our association have received a tota[ of .179 

study course credits relating to Sunday School work, as of J unt" '76. 
On Sept, 'J(;, our association held a "Bo[d Advance" meeting at Cherry Lakt", First, with state 

workers leading, There were n churches represented with 6'1 attending_ 
October 3'1St will be High Attendance Day in our Association, Our goal is to hdve ZOllO in 

Sunday School. 
Other events during the coming year will be the State VBS Clinic and Associationa[ Clinic. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK [N FLORIDI\ 

(I) The Sunday School Departmenl records reveal a lota[ of 446,879 enrol[ed in Sunday 
School in F[orida Baptist churches as of St"ptember 30, '[')75. This rei[eCl, a net gain of 20,6'l7 
from the year before. 

(2) In the intensive ACT[ON emphasis conducted in our state in -1975-76, the AC:TIO~ plan 
was interpreted to 44 of the 47 a~sociations; 690 churches purchased tht" material (a[most half 
of the F[orida Baptist Churches). 

(3) On GREAT DAY, November 2, '1975, a total of :160,000 people attended Sunday School. 
(4) Approximate[y 1,367 Vacation Bib[e Schools were conducted in ']CJ73 (200 above the 

year before)_ Backyard Bib[e Classes increased from 86 in -1974 to '[68 in '[')75. Tota[ enrollment 
in Vacation Bib[e School reached d peak of '169,456, with 2,80S professions of faith reported, 

Respectfu[ [y sub In itted, 
Richard Mi[ey, Director 

COLLEGE AND SEMINARIES REPORT 

Increased enrollment is continuing in a[[ Southern Baptist Seminaries, colleges and schools. 
One reason is that the state Conventions and the Southern i3aptist Convention has increased 
their support, of the schools, for operations and capital needs by S2,h03,832 or a total of 531,-
228,389_ 

New students enrolled for the summer of '[976 set a new record and tht" current flow of ap­
p[ications indicated a record enrollment this fa[1. 
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As we stated last year that the Baptist i3ible Institute at Graceville had gone into a four year 
program, They still have more applications than they (dn serve. They are hoping in the near 
future, to have the cap lirted from 420, so they can take care oi more students. 

All or our school seminaries and colleges along with SOl'thern Baptist are working together 
for one special purpose, that is to provide the best edlJCation possible for the mature adult, 
the non-college graduate who feels called into the pastorate, the church music field, or 
religious education ministry. 

We can see the need ior our continuous support to all i3aptist Institutions, whether it is 
from the cooperative program or by any other mean,. We need to support them with our 
prayers and money to help keep the doors open of these institutions, for the glory of Christ. 

rrom thi>, you can see we have a great challenge, yet challenges are nothing new. For years 
we have been seeking to meet challenges of theological education, for the sake of a losl 
world, that needs a Savior, With God's help and with yo 1][ support, they will continue to pre­
pare men and women to be used of God, to minister to that world. 

Respectfully submitted, 
I. v. Cason, 1 r. 

ASSOCIATIONAL BROTHERHOOD PIER AND DIVING BOARD­
PICKETT LAKE 

Bal. as of 'klO-75 
I'aid Out 8-'12-7h 
8al. as of 10·-1-76 

Year 1975-'1976 

$64,44 
64.44 
00.00 

PICKETT LAKE SIDEWALK-ASSOCIATIONAL BROTHERHOOD 

Creenville 
Central 
New Home 
Moseley Hall 
Cherry Lake 
Mt Olive 
Madison 
Beulah 
Macedonia 
Pinetta 
Cherry Lake 
lotal 

PAID IN 

I'aid Outs 8·10-76 Mayo Lime Prod. Inc 
Sal. as of 10·1-76 

Bethel Creek 
Beulah 
Brewer 
Central 
Cherry Lake First 
Elizabeth 

TREASU RER'S REPORT 
1975-76 
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$75.00 
25.00 
25.00 
20.00 
30.00 
25.00 
50.00 
15.00 
25.00 
25.00 
35.00 

$3'5(fOo 

$22h.72 
$12:'.28 

00 
00 

$ 213.20 
100.00 
186.00 
146.00 



Eridu 
Faith 
Greenville 
Hopewell 
lamont 
Lee First 
Macedonia 
Madison First 
Mayo 
Midway 
Moseley Hall 
Mt. Olive 
New Home 
New Hopeful 
New Macedonia 
Pine Grove 
Pinetta First 
Pleasant Grove (l) 
Pleasant Grove (T) 
Riverside 
St. Johns 
Brotherhood 

TOTAL COLLECTIONS 
SAL AS OF 10-1-75 
TOTAL COll. & SAL 
TOTAL PAID OUT 
SAL AS OF 10-1-76 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. T. Coody 
George F. Burnett, Jr. 
I. F. Day 

ASSOCIATIOi"AL BUDGET 
For year 1976-77 

ITEM 

Corsage for Elderly 
Expense for Clerk 
Evangelism 
Brotherhood 
Training l) nion 
Sunday School 
Music Dept. 
WMU 
Aid to Churches Entertaining Assoe. 
Printing r\SSOe. Minutes 
Clerk's Salary 
freasurer's salary 
Middle Fla. Bap. Assembly Grounds 
Campus Ministries N. F. J. C 
Associational Office 
Associational Secretary 
Mise. Expense 
Director of Missions Salary 
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BUDGET 
AMOUNT 

s -w.OO 
35.00 

100.00 
550.00 
125.00 
275.00 
255.00 
500.00 
300.00 
425.00 
250.00 
'100.00 
150.00 
100.00 
400.00 
600.00 
150.00 

2,400.00 

EXPEN OED 
AMT. 

5 5.72 
36.93 

00 
420.00 

00 
68.58 

F4.22 
494.92 
300.00 
414.30 
250.00 
100.00 
'150.00 

75.00 
432.62 
833.85 
244.15 

'12.00 
188'(,-1 
150.00 

00 
91.00 

360.00 
125.00 
439.00 
200.00 
173.83 

50.00 
00 

41.52 
50.00 
72.00 

'1'16.00 
100.00 

94.90 
moo 

00 
260.00 
317.92 

53,516.98 
1.491.32 
S~,008.30 

4.060.29 
'ii 948.01 

RECOM· 
MENDED 

S 10.00 
45.00 

100.00 
550.00 
'125.00 
200.00 
225.00 
500.00 
300.00 
450.00 
250.00 
100.00 
150.00 
100.00 
450.00 
800.00 
150.00 

2,400.00 



Telephone Dir. of Miss. 
Sending Moderator Clerk to 
Annual Convention 
Associational Youth Rally 

roTALS 

232.48 

60.00 
7500 

$7,092.48 

60.00 
00 

S4,060.29 

Respect fully subm l!ted, 
W. T. Coody 
George F. Burnett, Jr. 
I. r. Day 

MUSIC REPORT 

00 

'$6,905.00 

Music enrollment in our r10rida Churches has continued to rise accompanied by an in­
creased interest in music leadership training under the able leadership of Paul Bobbitt, Direc­
tor of Florida Music and James Morrell, his associate. 

Cod richly blessed us in Middle Florida with a good year of growth and many spi ritual bless­
ings. We had 269 at our festival and a real great time of singing praises to Cod. Our Associ­
ational choir was such a rewarding experience, we are planning to learn another musical this 
year with Billy Goodwin directing. If you weren't able to sing in the choir last year, plan now 
to sing this year. Dates for practice are: 

April 24-2:30 P. M.-New Home 
May '1,2:30 P. M.-Lamont 
May 14, 3:00-5:00 P. M. and 6 - 8 P. M.-Cherry I.ake 
May 21-Performance at Youth Rally 

If you have just accepted the responsibility of leading music, plaYing the piano, or leading a 
choir, plan to attend a one-night workshop at Pinetta, Oct. 28, at 7:30 P. M. We will have good 
practical helps there for all music workers. 

Last year we had such a good time at our music leader's supper, we are planning another 
one for Nov. 9, at 7:30 at Elizabeth. We prayed for 35 people to attend last year and 39 atten­
ded. This year we are praying for 45. This is a chance to get to know each other, to share ideas 
and pray for each other. 

The date for our festival is Ian. 29, '1977-6:30 for Children's Choirs and 7:30 for Youth and 
Adult. Plan now to have music from your church to share. 

Let's make a BOLO ADVANCE through church music in Middle Florida. 
We are planning a Song Fest August 6, at 7:30 as another chance to get together our Ch urch 

choirs and groups since we've had several requests that we get together more often. 
Remember church music is a powerful tool for winning people to Jesus. I sit possi ble we've 

been using it like hand saw instead of a power saw? 
Every church is encouraged to plan a: 

PraSing-Nov. 21 
Carol Sing-Dec. 22 
Freedom Sing-July 3. 

Respectfully subm itted, 
Linda Demott 

YOUTH RALLY REPORT 

The Youth Rally held all of the scheduled meetings with real good attendance. We thank 
each Church that entertained the group, serving delicious refreshments. 

The Youth Revival was held August 19-2" at Macedonia Baptist Church with Rev. Kenneth 
Caskins of Gainesville, Florida as our special guest speaker. Everyone received a blessing from 
his wonderful and inspiring Message~. 
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-------------------

We are looking forward to a good year in 1976-77,\1ay God richly bless us in His Service_ 

Officers lisled on page _> 

Respectfully subm itted, 
Phyllis Sevor 

CHURCH TRAINING 

Dur associational Church Training program has the responsibility of hel pi ng each ch wen to 
organize, improve and enlarge its program oi Church Training, We shall be doing this, along 
with other associations, at "M" Night Decembe~ loth, atl:irst Baptist in Madison; Watch f\ight, 
December 3-1, '1976; Baptist Doctrine Week, >',pril ~-8, 1977, and a State Discipleship Retreat, 
April 21-Ll, -1977, Other special Church Training sponsored events and materials 10 pMticipate 
in the Jlorida Baptist Convention Special Bold Advance emphasis are included in the Church 
Planning Guide-book sent to all members oi church councils this past summer ar;o in­
terpreted in the associational Bold Advance Cc~ierence in Sept em ber, 

The following are some things the Middle Florida .~,ssociational Church Training has done 
and will do to help the churches with their ,raining opportunities, 
1_ Associational "M" Night Attendance-20b (S~alewide Attendance, 17,508) 
:2, In the first 9 months of 1975-7f" a total of 84-' churches in Florida requested 30,879 awacds 
in the Church Study Course, During this sa:ne period, October, 'lcJ75-June, '1976,11 
Churchw; in our association earned 335 awardo, ,-\gain this year three special awards wi!1 be 
presented from the state Church Training Department at "M" Night_ These will go La the 
churches with (1) the largest total number of a\vards, (:2) the largest number of awards in S~b­
ject Area 64, "Training Program," and (3) the largest percentage of total awards compared to 
total church membership, 
3_ "M" Night, "1976, will be held: Date December 6, Place: First Baptist M"di,on, Time: 7:30 
p,y\. 

4_ A regional Children's and Youth Bible Dr:l: <o:ld Youth Bible Drill and Youth Speaker's Tour­
nament will be conducted by our state Church 1raining Department: Place-Monticello, Date­
March 25, 1977, 
5, ;\ very special emphasis' in the Florida Bap~i< Convention Bold Advance this year will be 
the Fanlily Money Management Project, to be cO'lducted during the Church Training houron 
the Sunday nights in May_ More details are included in the Bold Advance Church []Ianni ng 
Guide_ 

Respectfully submitted, 
Ronnie Corn bass 

FOREIGN MISSIONS REPORT 

At the close of 1975 the Board had an overseas missionary staff of :2,f,f,7 (including 2010 mis­
sionary associates, 156 missionary journeymell alld 5 special project medical workers)_ The 
165 reinforcements for the missionary staff €Slabl ished a new high poi nt in the number 0; n: is­
sionaries senL iorth in a single year. 

It is fully anticipated that Southern Baptists will respOlld to the bold new plans for mission 
advance both by increased giving through the Cooperative Program and the Lallie Mooll 
Christmas Ofiering and by earnest prayer that the Lord of the harvesL may thrust I_aborers into 
his harvest. 

Evangelism and church development are central to the objectives of missions: making di sci, 
pies, maturing disciples in the fellowship of local churches, and developing churches into a 
cooperative effort for a continued outreach, Churches overseas are stimulated by the Foreign 
Mission Board and its missionaries_ 

In many lands, team" of evangelists and lay witnesses from the Lnited States, persons from 
neighboring countries, or local evangelists provided leadership for evangelistic campaigns, 
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PUBLICATION WORK 

Adequate supplies of all kinds of Christian literature are needed for the developing of 
vigorous churches; therefore publication ministries are an integral part of Southern Baptist 
overseas missions. 

HOSPITALS AND MEDICAL CARE 

Baptist medical work often opens strategic doors for evangelism. In cooperation with na­
tional medical personnel, this witness is expressed by Southern Baptists through hospitals, 
dental clinics, dispensaries and day clinics, nursing schools, and other care ministries in over­
seas lands. 

BEN EVOLENT MIN ISTRI ES 

Awareness of the growing hunger problem led to greatly increased relief contributions in 
1975. 

HOME MISSION HIGHLIGHTS 

Bold Mission Thrust: In keeping with the denomination's 1")77-79 theme, "Sharing Christ in 
Bold Mission in the Secular Society, "the I-lome Mission Board gave major attention last year 
to planning a "Bold Mission Thrust" in the homeland. Most of the state conventions are plan­
ning for major advances in reaching counties without an effective evangelistic witness, cor" 
relation of mission resources in key cities among groups such as ethnics, apartment dwellers 
and various subculture groups in our nation, and in transitional communities with churches 
in crisis. 

Interfaith Awareness Promoted:With a research and resource staff of four and with four 
regional directors based in different parts of the nation, the Department of Interfaith Witness 
distributed 128,409 copies of various pamphlets and 121,000 copies of its booklet B. O. O. K. 
(Beliefs of Other Kinds), and produced pamphlets on the Orthodox, Black Cults, and one on 
changes in ROman Catholicism. The department conducted one dialogue with leaders of the 
Reorganized Church of Latter Day Saints and another with Roman Catholics. 

2,124 Missionaries on field: At the close of 1975 a total of 2;124 missionaries were under 
!-1MB appointment, most jointly employed with state convent ions. 

STATE MISSIONS 

The Theme for State Missions for this year is "PIONEERI NG IN MISSIONS", and the Prayer 
Goal is 76,000 Prayer Partners across the stale. New Church Sites are needed in our state to 
provide Churches for the thousands of people who come to live here each week. As Churches 
are built-more people are reached for Bible Study, for salvation, for Christian service. 

The offering goal is $276,000.00. We hope each church in our Association had a part in the 
State Missions Offering. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Marcus Morrison, Chmn. 

AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY REPORT 

The American Bible Society is one of 100 national Bible offices throughout the world whose 
goal is to reach every person with a copy of Scriptures in a language he can understand and at 
a price he can readily affDrd. In pursuit of this goal AmeriGIIl Bible Society has distributed 
more than one and one"half BILLION SCRIPTURES since the founding in 1816. Aren't we 
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proud that the churches in our association continues to have a part in this wonderful 
project/-And as chairman of the American Bible Society committee, I lVant to say, 

THANK YOU, YES, THA~K YOU VERY MUCH 

AS Churches in our Association, you are interested in sharing the \YORD or GOD with 
others by supporting this global task with your prayers and your gifts 50 more people will con­
tinue to learn more about Jesus Christ and accept Him as their Saviour. And though our efforts 
might seem to be feeble, we toil at our daily tasks and thank God, in hope 01, in the final roun­
dup, having something to lay, in humble gratitude and adoration, as an offering at the feet of 
Jesus Christ who is the CENTER and J-l [t\R r of the BI BLE. 

Respect f ul Iy subm itted, 
Mrs. l. R. Woodard, Chmn. 

ELBERT C. TYt\ ER YOUTH CAMP 

We had a great camp this year with a total of 137 attending. There were 24 decisions for 
Christ and about 70 decisions for rededication. Those who worked in places of responsibility 
did a fantastic job. Next year we hope to keep the camp ree to under 520.00 for each camper, 
hmvever the direction of the economy will determine that decision. Please pray for us as lVe 
continue to plan for (\ugust 1-5, 1977 which wil] be our dales for camp next year. I have in­
cluded the following two items for your interest. 

Aug ust 9, '1976 

Rev. Mark McCoy, Pastor 
Cherry Lake Baptist Church 
Box 222-8 
Monticello, Fla .. 12344 

Dear ,yliddle Florida Baptist Men: 
I was down at the Middle I-lorida Assembl,' last Saturday and rejoiced at the addition to the 

pier and the fine appearance. It is a good job. 
Please express to all who assisted in the construction my deepest appreciation. Young peo­

ple will be enjoying the fruits of your labors for years to com e. 
It was my understanding that the financial backing ror the project came from the A;soci­

ational Brotherhood of the Middle Florida Baptist Association. 
This being true, please say a special "thank you," to them ior me. 
1m ight add that Middle Florida has been d leader in i\s50ciational projects. Your willingness 

to be involved is a challenge to others. 
There remains much work to be done. Pray for us as we seek to develop a very fine resource 

for the Glory of God. 

Sincerely yours, 
Francis \ V. Cruce, President 
Middle Florida Baptist Assembly 

CAMPS AND ASSEMBLIES DEP/¢...RTY1ENT 
Paul W. Glore, Director 

It is with a sense oi gratitude and thanksgiving that we send this report to the -f7 associ­
ations of Ihe Florida i3aplist State Convention. 

\-Ve are grateful for the many persons who have attended one or more programs at either 
the Lake Yale or the West Florida Baptist Assembly. During the iirst nine months 01"1975-76, 
there were 25,166 persons registered at the assem bl ies. Althoul2h thi sis '1,76() less than the first 
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nine months of 1974·75, the enthusiasm and spiritual enrichment is on a higher plane than in 
prior years. 

We are thankful for the many decisions that were made during the nine months. Although 
we do not keep records (this is done by the Convention department or church involved), we 
do know that many professions of faith were registered, many recommitments of life were 
made, many surrendered to some type of Christian vocation, and many others rededicated 
their lives to a more fruitful ministry as loyal followers of the Lord. 

The West Florida Baptist Assembly is again in full operation. The property has been with· 
drawn from the real estate market. Plans are being formulated to do the necessary repairs and 
maintenance to bring it up to a good camping center. 

Churches or associations desiring to use either of the assemblies should write to: Director, 
Camps and Assemblies Department, Florida Baptist Convent ion, Rt. 2, Box 263·C, Leesburg, 
Florida .32748. 

Respectfully submilted, 
Mark" McCoy, Camp Director 

WOMAN'S MISSIONARY UNION 

The year '1975·76 in Woman's Missionary Union had two emphases: Time and Tempo. 
Time is "Training in Mission Education." This was the second year of emphasis on Traini ng. 
Our A%ociation made special effort to train our leaders and members in W. M. U. work. We 

had the state team from the Home Office to teach and train us. We had a night session and a 
dav session. 

The second emphasis, a tempo, is an emphasis for B. Y. W. (Women '18·29 yrs.) I'he first aim 
was to have a new B. Y. W. organization in every church. That goal was not reached, but some 
new organizations were started. Our associational B. Y. W. leader, Mrs. Jimmie Ragans, spon· 
sored, "The My Cod and My Country" Rally in recognition of our Bicentennial year. We also 
had our second annual Baptist Young Adult Fellowship l3anql..'et in February. 

Two of our ladies attended the State Annual Meeting in Jacksonville, and two of our ladies 
attended Leaders Conference at Lake Yale. Perhaps the most important thing we do is to train 
leaders and members in Missions education. 

lJirector 
BYW Director 
Director Acteens 
lJireCior CNs 
Mission Friend lJirector 
CUE'5t Speaker 
Lake Yale 
Annual State Convention 
Nursery 

WM U I3U DC ET 1'0 R"I'J76 AN 1J1 'll7 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mrs. Norman Howard 

FL.ORIDA BAPTIST CHIL.DREN'S HOME 

"To Cod Be The Clory Creat Things HE I-lATH DONE!" 

$ 50.00 
20.00 
20.00 
20.00 
20.00 

100.00 
'125.00 
125.00 

20.00 
$490.00 

Such words are most appropriate as we look back on the rich blessings of '1975/76 and 
thank Him for one of our best years ever. 

CHILD CAR[ POPULATION 
Ministering to needy children and their troubled families is the primary objective of all that 
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we do through the varied programs of the Children's Home. 0 uring the year we had the privi­
lege of serving 27Ei children through our three branchb in Lakeland, Miami, and Tallahassee. 
This compared to 240 children during the previo;.]s year. 

136 children were in residential care; 22 in loster care; 116 were in the emergency si~el,er 
and two were on college scholarships. 

Thbe children and youth ranged in age from 7 months to '1'0) years; approximately one half 
were girls and one half boys; and most of them have been cared for by the Home for no more 
than three years. 

fhe Home has handled some 25.> inquiries du,ing :ile year; worked with 'I'll fdmilies; and 
more than 'i75 home visits have been made. 

FISCAL PROGRAM 
For the third consecutive year the Home has opera~ed without an operational deficit with 

income exceeding expenditures by approximately S(OCillU. Cooperative Program income ac­
counted for '3293,000 of our total income oi r'lo'e lhare S7(J2,lX)O and memorial gifts toraled 
nearly 5'15,000. 

The ;\'\other's Day Offering and Designated C;'i:s conti!lue to increase in '197.5/76 with the 
participation oi 504 churches giving a total of S68,202 as compared to 435 churches givir~g 
$52,3'13 last year. This is a 22% increase in the :1U11t;er or churches and 10% increase in the 
actual offering. \,Vith overl 500 churches and m i55ions in Florida, there are still many ch urches 
that are denving themselves the blessing of participa~ing in such a Christ"sanc:tioned min; stry, 

Baplisls and others throughout the state and r.ation continued to remember Christ's ad· 
monition to care tor "little chiidren" by contrib~ting an enduring memor,ial through beq~lests 
and wills in the amount of $73,000. 

Again this year '15 churches in the Middle r1or;da /Issociation participated in the sponsor­
ship program or Annual offering. We thank God !'or :he many individuals who remembered 
our ministry by visiting or sending needed suppl'e5. Vyith the tremendous challenge facing us 
to innedse our capacity to serve and to meet t'le growing demand for services in ," orth 
florida, we welcome your prayers and continued support. 

Middle Florida Association consist of 28 churC'hes with '15 participating in our Children's 
I-lome progr2.m. There are U which are miosing a great blessing of helping our children. The 
W. M. U. of many of our churches are sponsoring 2. child. Some send a contribution every 
month, some visit the West Fla. Branch and ta"e c!o:hing for the Children. Others give hOClse­
hold arl:cles, several sent a boy or girl to camp. i.et us pray that more of our churches will 
catch a vision Ot the great opportunity we !lave in serving Christ through our Children's 
Home. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mrs. Audrey Wood 

FLORIDA BAPTIST FOUNDATION 

The Florida Baptist Foundation, an agency of the Florida Baptist State Convention, serves 
Florida Baptists by assisting individuals and their attorneys in preparing wills favoring florida 
Baptist causes, and in establishing lrusls where the earnings go to Baptist causes. 

The executive secretary-treOlsurer of the I'ou!ldalion is available to associations, churches, 
groups of Baptists and individu,ll Baptists to disseminate inrormation and give assista;-]ce in 
this field. 

Recent major accomplishments include: 
'. Received and invested $222)26'cl7 in new permar:ent money for Baptist causes cic;r:ng 

period from October 1, '[0)75 to July '1, '1:l76. [stablished seve~ new trusts during this period. 
I-I."ndled all existing trusts in accordance with the agreements or terms of wills. 

:2. !v1anaged the investments with a view to security, earnings and appreciation. 
1. \Norked wilh many individuals and their attorneys in the preparalion of many 1,(oW willS 

f,lVoring Baptist causes. 
4. Assisted irJ seltling estates favoring Baptist churches and other Baptist causes where the 

funds went directly to these causes without coming Lo the foundation. 
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The execulive secretary-treasurer of the Foundation wishes to express his appreciation to 
13aptists in Florida for their cooperation. 

Respec;tfully submitted, 
L. R. Woodard, Chmn. 

BROTHERHOOD REPORT 

In 1975-76, 399 Baptist Men and Boys attended four As,ociational,\.\eetings, held at Green­
ville, Mt. Olive, faith and Cherry lake Churches. 

During the year the Brotherhood voted to pay for and extend the sidewalk at Pickell lake to 
the Administration Building. This project was completed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Bill Grant 

OUR DEPARTED LOVED ONES 

God in Hi, infinite love and wisdom has whispered "Come ye blessed of my rather inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you," calling our sisters and brothers in Christ Home. We extend to 
the families the hope given us in the words of our Master, "Blessed are they that mourn for 
they shall be comforted." 

(!E)ur lJelobeb jlleab 
BETHEL CREEK 

Mr. Henry Singletary 

B[UlAH 
None 

BREWER LAn 
Mr. Marshall Snipes 
Mrs I. C. Page 

Ct:N fRAl 
Mr. lohn L. Harpe 

CH[RRY lAKE 
Mrs. I'earl Oglesby 
Mrs. Cdeb Smith 

ELIZABETH 
Mr. I. P. Ward 
Mrs. William Merritt 
V. T. Shelley, Deacon 

ERIDU 
None 
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fAITH 
None 

GREENVilLE 
None 

HOP[WEll 
Mr. Russell Moore 

lAMONT 
None 

LEE 
Mrs. Dessie Rutherford 
Mrs. Oscar Hurst 
Mr. Willie Sevor 
Mr. Erwin Fox 
Mrs. Flossie Chandler 
Miss Celeta Sevor 
Mr. Fred Holder, Deacon 
Mrs. Inez Codwin 



MACEDONIA 
Mr. Carl Dunlap 
Mr. Dalton Mercer 
Mrs. Inez .\10ncrief 

l'vIADISON 
Mrs. V'i. H. Hudson 
Mrs. Tom Martin 
Mr;. J. J. Floyd 
Mrs. Milton Douglas 
Mrs. Lola R. Douglas 
Miss Susan Selman 
Mr. Judson Rowe 

MAYO 
Mr. Michael Webb 
Mr. Robert Lancaster 
Ms. Hildreth Lamb 
I\Ms. Lota Harl 
Mr. George Martin 

MIDVVAY 
Rev. Carl A. Webb, Sr. 

Deacon 

,v\05ELEY HALL 
,vIr. Jim Cruce 

MOUNT OLIVE 
None 

NEVI; HO\l\[ 
Mrs. Mamie O'Quinn 

N[W HOPEFUL 
\1\1'. W. C. Gossman 
Mr. John Frank Loper 
,\1\1'. Walter W. Grantham 

Deacon 

NEW M/ICEDONIA 
Mrs. Sim Steele 
Mr. Sim Steele 
Mr. W. T. Davis 

PINE GROVE 
Mr. R. Clayton Burnett 

Deacon 

PI NETTA 
Mrs. Rannah Terry 
Mr. Bobby Harmon 
Mr. J. L. Davis 

PLEASANT GROVE (L) 
Mrs. Lorie Strickland 
Mr. Charlie Strickland 
Mr. Mason Harris 
Mrs. Sallie Stephens 

PLE;\SANT GROVE (T) 
None 

RIVeRSIDE 
Mr. Roy Snipes 

ST. JOHNS 
,\I\rs. Eloise Page 

SIRMAN 5 
Mr. J. P. Grimes 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mrs. Joe S. Reams 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

Statiotics have revealed that an alarming circumstance exists in our churches of our re>ident 
members: 

2.0'\, of the members give 80')(, of the church income 
,0'.:6 of the members give 20'X, of the church income. 
50% of the members give 50% of the church income 

There is an important need to examine what we've been doing that has created such a cir­
cumstance among our church members. Answers to the following questions will be a great 
help. 

(1) Are we teaching what the Bible says about Stewardship? 
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(:1) Are we using the Church budget as an instrument for developing Christian Stewards? 
(3) Have we put giving in the right perspective? 
(4) Are we teaching the New Testament purpose or the Church? 
(5) Have we made Mission Support a part of the pu:pose of the New Testament Church? 

The answers to the questions will have a significant m eani ng if we are to succeed in reach­
ing our goal of changing the attitude that many church members have toward their steward­
ship involvement. 

This past year we sought lo present a new stewardship organization designed to ac­
complish the goal of more involved stewards for the Lord. We are encouraging each church to 
adopt ,} stewardship committee under a stewardship Chdirmdn and composed of a Steward­
ship education section, a World Mission section, a I:ludgel Section, a financial secretary and a 
treasurer. 

We are planning a meeting on March :11 of "1')77 to further discuss the new Mission Com­
mittees role under Bold Advance, Rev, Chuck I'eterson of the Slate Promotions Office hopes 
to set up seminars emphasizing the importance and workings of the Finance Com mittee. 
1)lease plan to be there. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Howard Money, Chairman 

RADIO AN D TELEVISION REf'ORT 

The movement among those who prepare the materials for these programs is no longer to 
remain in "the Sunday Ghetto of religious programs" but to prepare programs for daily pro­
gramming, programs that will compete in interest with Ihe secular offerings. But, at the same 
time, the appeal to a Christian life style would remain as a constant aim. 

The agency also wishes to serve in a consultative capacity to make all materials effective in 
spreading The Message of Christ. Coming to strengthen this ideal, is a production studio and 
training center now under constrLO:tion, Two half-hour television series of '13 films, will be 
completed this year and ready for airing in January '1977. 

"The Athletes" takes advantage of the public's hero worship of sports figures and features 
some of these men at home with their families, involved in hobbies and retreati anal activities, 
and sharing their spiritual involvement. 

Some of the athletes filmed include baseball" Don I<essinger of the Sl. Louis Cardinals; Tim 
Foley of the Miami Dolphins football team; weightlifter Paul Anderson, billed as the world's 
strongest man; and coaches Tom Landry of the Dallas Cowboys football team and Grant Tearf 
of the Baylor Baptist University Bears football team. 

Thirteen dramas and documentaries were added to the present schedule of offerings, 
The entire program is alive with ideas that should register mightily in appeal for people of all 

ages and temperaments. 
Radio programs produced by the Radio and Television Com mission include "The I:laptist 

Hour," approaching its 35th anniversary; "Powerline," now in i1s seventh year; the award-win­
ning "MasterControl''''; "Country Crossroads," described by Bi!lboard magazine as the most 
widely listened-lo country music radio show in the nation; "SouISearchers," designed to 
reach black young people, and "N ightsong," featuring "The Centurymen" and designed for 
airing five nights a week. 

In addition to television productions, Baptists were represented on ABC, CBS, and NBC for 
a tot,}1 of nine and a half hours of network time during 1975. 

for fuller information write to James W. Waters, Chairman of Trustees or Paul Morris 
Stevens, President of The Radio Television Commission, 6.350 Wesl Freeway, fort Worth, 
Texas 761 '](" 

Pray for the continued success of this praiseworlhy efforl. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Edwin B, Browning, Sf., Chairman 
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RESOLLTIO~S 

'i. VI/hereas the Middle Florida Baptist Association, meeting in its Seventy-sixlh Annual Ses­
sion with Brewer Lake and Lee first Baptist Churches and whereas these host churches have 
so graciously taken care of us and fed us so \vonderfully, and whereas our Moderator, O~lr 
Clerk, our Secretary and our program personak'es have given to us a great, spirit filled pro­
gram, Be it therefore resolved that we extend cO t'1em a vote of thanks and that we will resolve 
to therefore carry this spirit of enthusiasm back to our churches, 

1.. Whereas our dear friend and brother B~otl~er Edwin B, Browning, Sr. has givC'n 01 hirr',seli 
so untiringly and graciously to research and prepare for us the history of our Association to be 
printed in Our Minutes. Be it therefore resolved that we go on record as an ,\'>,ociati 0"'" pay­
ing tribute and expressing thanks to a rea! giant of the Faith, who has served his Mdster 
through his church and Association, and has shown a great love for us, anc~ generations to 
come, in giving us a history so interestingly l\Titten, and that we give thanks to Cod for him 
and that we will pray for God to continuously :)Iess him, 

.3. Whereas crime is on the increase, tha: drugs, alcohol, gambling, and pornography is 
more prevalent among us, Be it therefore resolved that we join in the fight agai nst vime, that 
we will get into the fight against drug traffic, alcohol, gambling and pornography and that we 
will attempt to educate our children as to the evils of these. 

Re'>pectfully submitted, 
\i\/,llter E. Bailey 

NEW HOME MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 
Photo by E, B. Browning, Sr. 

HISTORY OF NEW HOME BAPTIST CHURCH 

The summer of '1921 marked a great event for this communitv. Because 01 road conditions 
leading to New Prospect Baptist Church, God laid upon the he~rts of the people in th:" com­
munity to build a Church in which they could attend more convenientlv, Brother Jim Bass and 
Brother Alex Tuten, Sr., along with the help of Brother Eddie Baos, a boy of "II, C:Jt the first 
brush tor an arbor, on Friday in '1921. The brush arbor, to be u,ed as a meeting place for what 
IS now known as New Home Baptist Church, was built on the south side of Beggs Pond. 

Among the fir,t charter members were: Mr. and Mrs, John DeVane, Mrs, Lusa Bass, Dessie 
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Bass, Maggie Lee DeVane, Mr, and Mrs. Jim Bass, Eddie Bass, Mr, and Mrs, Jim DeVane, Walter 
Shaw, and Milledge Bass. 

Rev. J. L. Rutherford was the first pastor. In 1923, Rev, Bill Kelley became pastor and with 
the work of the faithful members, built a small'I8 X 26 ft. church building, erected on one acre 
of land that was donated by Brother J. Q. Leslie. The Church was organized with twenty-three 
members. The first deacon was Brother Jim DeVane and Mrs, Lula Bass was the first treasurer. 
Dessie Bass was the first Clerk, Bro, Walter Shaw, Brother Eddie Bass, and Brother Milledge 
Bass were the first Trustees. 

Rev. Willie Barrows was the third pastor. In 1928 a Sunday School was first organized, with 
Brother Jim DeVane elected to serve as Sunday School Superi ntendent. 

At the close of a Revival in ']945, the Church called a short conference, Rev. C. J. Lewis was 
pastor and Rev, R. C Alderman was the visiting Evangelist. It was decided unanimously to 
build a new Church Building, The following committee was appointed: Brother Jim Shaw, 
chairman, Brother Sid Bass and Sister Eddie Bass. Work began on the new building in January, 
'1947, with a new building committee appointed: Johnnie Tuten, Albert Tuten and Lucian 
Floyd, 

A Training Union was organized in 1948 with Mrs. Lucian Floyd as Director, New Sunday 
School Rooms were built in '195'1, II deep well was finished /ylarch 23,1955, 

Rev. C. J. Lewis served as Pastor for eight years, Mrs. Sarah Jane Tuten has served as Church 
Clerk for the past twenty-three years, Mr. J. Eddie Bass has served as a Deacon for the past 42 
years. 

Our finances have grown from less than $100,00 to over 515,000.00 per year, The first 
church property was valued at $300.00 and our present property is valued at $35,000,00, 

We praise the Lord for all his good and perfect giFts that he has added to our church daily, 
The Church has completed a beautiful pastorium, free of debt, by dedicated, faithful mem­

bers in the name of Christ. 
In August, 1976, a new baptistry was installed and we continue to work toward improving 

the facilities of our church, 
Continue praying that the Lord's will be done at New Home Baptist Church. 

Photo by E, B, Browning, Sr, 

Respectfully sub:n itted, 
Sarah Jane Tuten, Clerk 
March 16, 1976 

PASTORIUM OF THE NEW HOME BAPTIST CHURCH 
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IN MEMORY OF CARL A. WEBB 

Since last we met in Annual Associalional sess;on, The Reverend Carl A. Webb, a valianl 
and faithful Soldier of The Cross, has been called lo lhat Land of Fadeless Day. I n it deep sense 
of 1055 and sorrow. we seek to pay tribule [0 the memory of a great Christian and an outsland­
ing man. 

In early life Brother Webb was converled through the Grace of Jesus Christ. Under Divine 
Guidance, Carl set about ordering his life and developing those qualities that made his life 
really count in the service of his Master. He came under the eyes of his associates who were 
acquainted with his daily walk. From loyal and wise service as a deacon, he was called into 
The Christian Ministry. He served his Lord in pastoring a number of churches in this area. 

1'v1eanwhile, Carl was blessed by a marriage union with Miss Gracie Hicks. Out of their 
Christians home sprang a family who follow the precepts and examples of Godly parenls and 
are a credit to our American citizenship. Reverend 'Webb was a tender husband and an ex­
emplary father. 

Brolher Vv'ebb served well as an individual Christian and in many relationshi ps in the 
Master's Cause. This includes his Moderalorship of The Middle Florida Baptisl Association in 
1%3. 

His example shines brightly in home, Church, Community, and in our State. The manner in 
which he, working under Divine teaching, became a truly educated man lhrough home study, 
is indicalive of his determination to be a workman worthy of his hire. 

\Ve extend our deepest sympathy to Mrs. \I\'ebb and the other members of the family, in a 
loss in which we all share. We shall miss Brother Carl more lhan words can express. But our 
bright star shines through our sorrow. We can still have access to Brolher Carl in the blessed 
courts of memory. In moments of need or in days of weakness, we can meditate upon his 
commitment, and his couragious facing up to ill health. We feel the pOwer oj Carl's noble ex­
ample in every test of a real Follower of Christ. Blessed be that suSlaining memory. 
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Edwin B. Browni ng, Sr. 



BETHEL 
none 

BEULAH 
none 

BREWER LAKE 
Mrs. Clyde Sturdivant 
Mr. and Mrs. C C Dees 
Rev. I. amar Anderson 
Mrs. T. C. Buchanan 

CENTRAL 
Mrs. Blanche Clark 
Mrs. Paul R. Lewis 
Mr. L c:. MCKown 

CHERRY LAKE FIRST 
Mr. E. Barrs 
Mr. & Mrs. V. A. Ct?nton 
Mrs. Dot Buchal! 
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Gentry 
Mrs. Grace Collins 

ELIZABETl-I 
Mrs. lulianne Hodgins 
Mrs. Ollie Kinsey 
Mrs. Kathrine Fraser 
Mrs. Roy Hughen 

[RIDU 
Mrs. Grady Lewis 
Mrs. Alton Lewis 

FAITI-I 
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Stokes 
Mrs. Carolyn Poole 

GREENVILLE 
Mrs. Ruth Reams 
Mrs. loe Reams 
Mrs. Martha Dell Reams 
Rev. & Mrs. Marvin Day 
Rev. & Mrs. I. T. Entzminger 

HCWEWELL 
Mr. & Mrs. Carey Lamb 
Rev. lack Lamb 
Mrs. 5 A. Lamb 
Grover Kelley 
Bill Lamb 

LAMONT 
lohn R. Field 
I B. Thompson 

MESSENGERS 
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LE[ FIRST 
Mrs. Willie Allen 
R. l. Mclane 
,'vIr. & Mrs. I. H. Phillips 
Rev. & Mrs. I. T. Carter 
Glen Morehouse 
Mrs. Bob Guthrie 

MACEDOINIA 
Mr. ,~ Mrs. Ray Williams 
Mrs. Robert Stokes 

FIRST BM'TIST MADISON 
Mr. and Mrs. E. B. Browning, Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Messer 
Mr. and Mrs. I... R. Woodard 
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Goodwin 
Mr. Albert McLeod 
Rev. B. E. Humes 
Mrs. Marjorie Woodard 

MAYO 
Mrs. Rubye Breare 
Mrs. Ilia Smith 
Miss Mary Land 
Mrs. festus Collins 
Mrs. Verna Flatcher 
W. C. Croft 
Mrs. W. G. Croft 
Mrs. Irene Garden 

MIDW,w 
Miss Willie Phillips 
Mrs. Marintha Howard 
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney lordan 
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Ezell 

MOSEl FY HALL 
Ht?nry Roberls 
Ollie Banks 
Lucille Cruce 
Faye Tuten 

1\'11. () LI\I[ 

Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Thomas 
Mr. and Mrs. limmie Ragans 
Mrs. rommy Matheny 
Mrs. Tom Clark 

NEW IIOME 
Mr. I. Eddie Bass 
Mrs. Edna C. Hollie 
Mrs. Annie B. Tuten 



NEW HOPEFUL 
none 

~EW .VlACEDONIA 
I\.\r. and .Vlrs. W. E. Reams 
Mrs. Annie l'vl. Sanders 
Mrs. Lois St. lohn 
,'vIr. Tommy Barclay 
,'vIr. Tee Andrews 

PINE GROVE 
,vlrs. Drew Wood 
Mr. and Mrs. William Collins 
Mrs. Mary Smith 
Mrs. Bell Davis 

FIRS r BAPTIST PINETTA 
Mr. Ce(il Crafton 
Mrs. Alke Crafton 
Mrs. I. L. Davis 
,Vlrs. Dee Money 
.Vlr. l'v\. C. vVoodard 

['LEASANT GROVE (L) 
Mrs. Carlie Downing 
VIr. A. F. Buchanan 
Mr. lohnny Phillips 

,'vIr. Bob Phillips 
Mrs. Mildred Mederios 
Rev. M. David Mederios 
Mrs. Beulah Mae Sessions 

PLEASANT GROVE (T) 
Lblie C:ouilette 
I'len Sheffield 
S. W. Teddar 
Ballard Aman 

RIVERSIDE 
none 

ST.IOHNS 
Rev. Glenn Collins 
Norman Newman 
W. B. Wynn 
Doris Page 
Mary Floyd 

SIRMANS 
Mr. Johnny Carroll 
Mrs. Jean Carroll 
Mrs. Helen Eakins 
Mrs. Rose Benefield 

Articles of Faith 
L Tile Scripture, 

We believe that the Holy Bible was writter: by fllen divinely in'>pired, a~d is a perf,'ct tepas­
ure of heavenly instruction; that is has God iDr its author, ,alvation for its end, and truth, with­
out any mixture of error, for its matter; that it reveals till' principles by which God will iudge 
us; and therefore is, and will rerndin to thl' l'nd of the world, the true Cc-nt"r Df Christian 
union, and the supreme standard by which di: hUlllan u)[1duct, creeds and religious opir.ions 
should be tried. 

II Gud 

There is one and unly one living and tru'" God, an intl'lIlg('nt, 'pi,'itua', Jnd persunal Sl'ing, 
the Creator, Preserver, and Ruler of the universl', infinite in hulil1('" cirld ail uther ,wri"ctiuns, 
to whum we owe the highest love, reverence', Jnd obedipnll'. Hc' is rpvl'akd tu us as Falhl'r, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, each with di;tinct personal attributes, but '-"'ihollt division uf n,,:urc;, 
essence, or being. 

III. The Fa·1I of Man 

Man was ·created by the special act of God, as recorded in Genesis. "So God created he 
them" (Gen. 1:27). "And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of live; and man became a living soul" (Gen. 2:7). 

He was created in a state of holiness under the law of his Maker, but, through the twnpta­
lion of Satan, he transgressed the command of God and fell from his original holiness and 
righteousness: whereby his posterity inherit a nature corrupt and in bondagr to sin, arc under 
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condemnation, and as soon as (hey are capable ot moral action, become actual transgressors. 

IV. The Way of Salvation 

The salvation of sinners is wholly of grace, through the ,nediatorial office of the Son of God, 
who by the Holy Spirit was born of the Virgin Mary and took upon him our nature, yet with­
out sin; honored the divine law by his personal obedience and made atonement for our sins 
by his death. Being risen from the dead, he is now enthroned in Heaven, and, united in his 
person the tendereSl sympathies with divine perfections, he is in every way qualified to be a 
compassionate and all-sufficient Saviour. 

V. justification 

justification is God's gracious and full acquittal upon principles of righteousness of all sin­
ners who believe in Christ. This blessing is bestowed, not in consideration of any works of 
righteousness which we have done, but through the redemption that is in and through jesus 
Christ. It brings us into a state of most blessed peace and favor with God, and secures every 
other needed blessing. 

VI. The Freeness of Salvation 

The blessings of Salvation are made free to all by the gospel. It is the duty of all to accept 
them by penitent and obedient faith. N6thing prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner ex­
cept his own voluntary refusal to accept jesus Christ as teacher, Saviour, and Lord. 

VII. Regeneration 

Regeneration or the new birth is a change of heart wrought by the Holy Spirit, whereby we 
become partakers of the divine nature and a holy disposition is given, leading to the love and 
practice ot righteousness. It is a work of God's free grace conditioned upon faith in Christ and 
made manifest by the fruit which we bring forth to the glory of God. 

VIII. Repentance and Faith 

We believe repentance and faith are sacred duties, and also inseparable graces, wrought in 
ou~ souls by the regenerating Spirit of God; hereby being deeply convinced of our guilt, 
danger, and helplessness, and of the way of salvation by Christ, we turn to God with unfeign­
ed contrition, confession, and supplication for mercy; at the same time heartily receiving the 
lord jesus ChriS! as our Prophet, Priest, and King, and relying on him alone as the only and all­
sufficient Saviour. 

IX. God's Purpose of Grace 

Election is the gracious purpose of God, according to which he regenerates, sanctifies and 
saves sinners. I t is perfectly consistent with the free agency of man, and comprehends all the 
means in connection with the end. It is a most glorious display of God's sovereign goodness, 
and is infinitely wise, holy, and unchangeable. It excludes boasting and promotes humility. It 
encourages the use of means in the highest degree. 

X. Sanctification 

Sanctification is the process by which the regenerate gradually attain a moral and spiritual 
perfection through the presence and power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in their hearts. It con­
tinues throughout the earthly life, and is accomplished by the use of all the ordinary means of 
grace, and particularly by the Word of God. 
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XI. Preservation 

All real believer, endure to the end. Their continuance in well-doing is the mark which dis­
tinguishes them from mere professors. A special Providence cares for them, and they are kept 
by the power of God through faith unto salvation. 

XII. A Gospel Church 

A church of Christ is a congregation of baptized believers, associated by covenant in the 
faith and fellowship of the gospel; observing the ordinances of Christ, governed by his laws, 
and exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges invested in them by his word, and seeking to ex­
tend the gospel to the ends of the earth. Its Scriptural officers are bishops, or elders, and 
deacons. 

XIII. Baptism and the Lord's Supper 

Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit. The act is a symbol of our fai\h in a crucified, buried and risen Saviour. It is 
a prerequisite to the privileges of a church relation and to the Lord's Supper, in which the 
members of the church, by the use of bread and wine, commemorate the dying love of Christ. 

XIV. The Lord's Day 

The first day of the week is the Lord's day. It is a Christian institution for regular observance. 
It commemorates the resurrection of Christ from the dead and should be employed in exer­
cises of worship and spiritual devotion, both public and private, and by refraining from 
worldly amusements, and resting from secular employments, works of necessity and mercy 
only excepted. 

XV. The Righteous and the Wicked 

There is a radical and essential difference between the righteous and wicked. Those only 
who are justified through the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and sanctified by the Holy Spirit 
are truly righteous in his sight. Those who continue in impenitence and unbelief are in his 
sight wicked and are under condemnation. This distinction between the righteous and wick­
ed holds in and after death, and will be made manifest at the judgnwnt when final and 
everlasting awards are made to all men. 

XVI. The Resurrection 

The Scriptures clearly teach that Jesus rose from the dead. His grave was emptied of its con­
tents. He appeared to the disciples after his resurrection in many convincing manifestations. 
He now exists in his glorified body at God's right hand. There will,be a resurrection of the 
righteous and the wicked. The bodies of the righteous will conform to the glorious spiritual 
body of Jesus. 

XVII. The Return of the Lord 

The New Testament teaches in many places the visible and personal return of Jesus to this 
earth. "This same Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so corne in like manner 
as ye have seen him go into heaven." The time of his coming is not revealed. "Of that day and 
hour knoweth no one, no, not the angels in heaven, but my Father only" (Matt. 24:36). It is the 
duty of all believers to live in readiness for his coming and by diligence in good works to make 
manifest to all men the reality and power of their hope in Christ. 

XVIII. Religious Liberty 

God alone is Lord of the conscience, and he has left it free from the doctrines and com-
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mandments of men which are contrary to his Word or not contained in it. Church and state 
should be separate. The state owes to the church protection and rull freedom in the pursuit of 
its spiritual ends. In providing for such freedom no ecclesiastical group or denomination 
should be favored by the state more than others. Civil governmenl being ordained of God, it is 
the duty of Christians to render loyal obedience thereto in a;1 things not contrary to the 
revealed will of God. The church should not resort to the civil power to carryon its work. The 
gospel of Christ contemplates spiritual means alone for the pursui' of its ends. The state has 
no right to impose penalties for religivus opinions of any kind. r:~(' state has no right to im­
pose taxes for the support of any form of religion. A free church in a free state is the Christian 
ideal, and this implies the right of free and unhindered access to God on the part of all men, 
and the right to form and propagate opinions in the sphere of religion without interference by 
the civil power. 

XIX. Peace and War 

It is the duty 01 Christians to seek peace with all men on principles of righteousneos. In ac· 
cordance with the spirit and teachings of Christ they should do all in their power to put an 
end to war. 

The frue remedy for the war spirit is the pure gospel of our lord. The supreme need of the 
world is the acceptance of his teac;hings in all the affairs of men and nations, and the practical 
application of his law of love. 

We urge Christian people throughout the world to pray for the reign of the Prince of Peace, 
and to oppoSe everything likely to provoke war. 

XX. Education 

Christianity is the religion of enlightenment and intelligence. In Jesus Christ are hidden all 
the treasures of wisdom and kno\vledge. All sound learning is therefore a part of our Christian 
heritage. The new birth opens all human faculties and creates a thirst for knowledge. An ade­
quate system of schools is necessary to a c;omplete spiritual program for Christ's people. The 
cause of education in the Kingdom of Christ is coordinate with the causes of missions and 
general benevolence, and should receive along with these the liberal support of the churches. 

XXI. Social Service 

Every Christian is under obligation to seek to make the wili of Christ regnant in his own life 
and in human society; to oppose in the spirit of Christ every form of greed, selfishness, and. 
vice; to provide for the orphaned, the aged, the helpless, and the sick; to seek to bring indus­
try, government, and society as a whole under the sway of the principles of righteousness, 
truth and brotherly love; to promote these ends Christians should be ready to work with all 
men of good will in any good cause, always being careful to act in the spirit of love without 
compromising their loyalty to Chriq and his truth. All means and methods used in social ser­
vice for the amelioration of society and the establi~hment of righteousness among men must 
finally depend on the regeneration of the individual by the saving grace of God in Christ Jesus. 

XXII. Co-Operation 

Christ's people should, as occasion requires, organize such associations and conventions as "I 
may be,t sccure co-operation for the great objeCi of the Kingdom of God. Such organizations 
have no authority over c'ach other or over the churchcs. They are voluntary and advisory bo-
dies designed to elicit, combine, and direc;t the energies of our people in the most effective 
manner. Individual members of New Testament churches should co-operate with each other, 
and the churches themselves should co"operatc with each other in carrying forward the mis-
sionary, educational and benevolent program for the extension of Christ's Kingdom. Chris-
tian unity in the New Testament sense is spiritual harmony and voluntary co-operation for 
common ends by various groups of Christ's people. It is permissable and desirable as between 
the various Christian denominations, when the end to be attained is itself justified, and when 
such co-operation involves no violation of conscience or compromise of loyalty to Christ and 
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his Word as revealed in the New Testament. 

XXIII. Evange:ism and Missions 

It is the duty of every Christian nlan and woman, and the duty of every church of Christ to 
seek to eXLend the gospel to the ends of the ea,th. The new birth of man's spirit by God', Holy 
SpiriL means the birth of love for others. Mio;'or'ary effort on the part of all rests thus upon a 
spiritual necessity of the regenerate life. It is a:so expressly and repeatE'dly commanded in the 
teachings of Christ. It is the duty of every child oj God to seek constantly to win the 1051 to 
ChrisL by personal effort and by all other n~ethods sanctioned by the gospel of Christ. 

XXIV. Stewardship 

God is the source of all blessings, temporal and spiritual; ail that we have and are w,' owe to 
him. We have a spiritual debtorship to the w!lole world, a holy trustebhip in the gOSPl':, and a 
binding stewardship in our possessions. We are therefore under obligation to serve' him wi!h 
our time, talents and material possessions; and should recognize all lhbe as entrusted to us 
for the glory of God and helping others. Christians should cheerfully, regularly, systematically, 
proportionately, and liberally contribute of their means to advancing the RedeefOle"s cause 
on earth. 

XXV. The Kingdom 

The Kindgom of God is the reign of God in the heart and life of the individual in ('very 
human relationship, and in every form a'1d institution of organized hur-nan society. The chief 
means for promoting the Kingdom of God on earth are preaching the; gospel of Chris~ and 
teaching the principles of righteousness cO'1~ained therein. The Kingdom of God will bE' com­
plete when every thought and will of man shail be brought into cap!ivi!, to the will of Christ. 
And it is the duty of all Christ's people to pray and labor continually that his Kingdom may 
come and his will be done on earth as it is done in heaven. 

RULES OF DECORUM 

1. The Moderator shall preserve order ir: the A",ociation, which sr~2:1 iw u,wlwd Jnd (1",­
ed by prayer. He shall decide all questions of order and propriety 

2. All members of the body shall respect the authority of the ,\1odcrator. out an., m(:mbcr 
shall nave the right to appeal to the body from his deci,ion. 

3. The Moderator shall have the same right of speaking as any other n'errber of t~e body 
provided he appoints some member to f;jl :he chair; but he shall not voce except when therl; 
is a tie, when he may cast the deciding vote. 

4. No more than one member shall speak at a time. Any member des:ring to speak shall 
rise from his seat and address the Moderator and when recognized by the c"air may speak to 
the subject, but not more than twice on the same subject witho!;t pcrrnissiun of the body. 

5. "'0 member shall leave the body while in session witnou: pe:rnission of the cha:r. 
6. All motions in order must be disposed of by the boov, un:"" wi:hJrdwn by thc om' 

whu made ,he motion. 
7. When a question is taken up, after allowing time lor df.,ti'),,:d:i():1, In'" ,\\urkratDr shail 

take the "ote of the body and then announce the decision. it a oi\ ,,:on :s called for ine 
Moderator shall take the vote by calling on the mE'f:1be:r; to ri,c and stand un;il the.,- are 
cO!.Jnted. Aite~ the count is made on both sides the I\",oderator ,hd!! announce the 'esult. 

8. The Clerk shall enroll the names of the Messengers, and keep a regular record of all the 
business of the Association. He shall have the Minutes printed and distributed to each church, 
according to the amount of money sent up. 

9. The Treasurer shall receive and manage the funds of the Association, taking receipts of 
all disbursements thereof, and present an annual report of all fl.1r.ds received and disbursed, 
for insertion in the ,"1inutes of the Association. 

10. This decorum may be altered or amended by two-third, vote of the members prl'Sfent at 
any annual session of the Association. 
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Constitution 
ARTICLE I-NAME 

The name of this organization shall be "The Middle Florida Baptist /\,sociation." 

ARTICLE II-OBJECT 

The object of this Association shall be to foster a harmonious i'.nd efficient ,pirit of coopera­
tion among the churhces of its constituerlCy and to cooperate with siSler churches of the 
Southern Baptist Convention in carrying out the missionary, educational and benevolent pro­

gram of Christ's Kingdom to the ends of the earth. 

ARTICLE III-MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1. The Association shall be composed of messengers duly elected by the churches 

affiliated with this body. 
Section 2. Each church in the Association shall be entitled to representation in its sessions 

as follows: Two messengers for the first fifty members or less and one additional messenger 
for each additional 25 members or fraction thereof, and all ordained pastors who are mem­
bers of or pastors of any of ,aid churches, together with the elected officers of the Associ-

ation, who are members of the churches. 

ARTICLE IV-OFFICERS 

The officers of this Association shall be a Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer. 
They shall be elected annually by ballot from nominations made from the floor at the last ses­
sion of the Association, taking office at the close of the annual session. 

If any vacancy occurs in any office between sessions, the Executive Committee shall elect 
an officer to fill vacancy for the unexpired term. 

The Moderator shall be elected to serve two or more years in succession. 
All officers shall serve without salary except Clerk and Treasurer, whose stipend shall be 

referred to the Budget Committee 

ARTICLE V-OTHER OFFICERS 

The Nominating Committee shall at the September Executive Committee meeting recom­
mend for approval, subject to election at the annual session, the heads of the various depart­
ments namely: Sunday School, Church Training, Music, Evangelistic Chairman, Stewardshi~ 
Chairman and such other departments as shall be authorized by the Association. 

ARTICLE VI-COMMITTEES 

Section 1. All committees shall consist of three members except the Executive Committee, 
Association Mi»ion Committee and Calendar Committee. 

Section 2. The Executive Committee shall be composed of the Associational Officers, 
heads of the c\ssociational Organizations, pastors and one lay member from each church to 
be recommended by the individual church and chairman of standing committees. 

Section 3. [he Standing Committees shall be: (1) Assembly Ground, (2) Budget and finance 
(3) Calendar of Activities (4) Committee on Committees (5) Missions (6) Nominating (7) 
Obituaries (B) Program (9) Resolutions PO) Time, Place and Preacher (11) Assignment. 

Section 4. Members of the Standing CommittE't's shall be nominated by the Committee on 
Committees and eleCled by the Association to takp officE' at the close of the annual session. 

Section 5. The Missions Committee '>hall be compo'>cd of five members who shall serve for 

five years with one-fifth retiring each yc,n. 
Section 6. The Calendar Commillep shall includl' thl' head, of each department. 
Section 7. The Program Committee shall also include the Moderator and Clerk. 
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Section 8. The Budget and Finance Commi:tee ,b:: cooperate, with 'he heads of each As­
sociational OrganiI,dtion and Treasurer in prcpdrat;on of a budget for the (,nsuing year. 

This committee shall deterrnine the sum per ~esident church r~E:mber to be requested from 
the churches for funds to carryon the work 0:' the A"oeiation. 

ARTICLLE VII-RIGHTS Of CHURCHES 

This body shall r(,cogniz(, and r('s~wct 'ew Suiplural rights of the churches cornpo~ing it, 
c1nd ~J1a~: in no \visc l'xcr(i'1(' authority OVei" t!lf..:'ill, Churche'1 rnd')" :.)(' d:. [joc:rty to sever CO:lnec~ 
liun wilh th,,, body at any lime by giving \\'::ttl'n nolice to the txPCL:t'v(' Corn;niliCC 0' AClnual 
)es:.io~. 

ARTICLE \'il:-I'UI110,"" 

Petitiun iue ClH'",lwcohip ,hall be referred :0 a c()mrnillE'C on pelilionary letters at any Ex­
['culi"" Cu:nrnl:lel' m('eting prior to the dW1:J21 :lWl':i~lg uf the ,-\,soc'ation, and shall be sub­
jPct to app:--uvc1: cl~ ~hC' annudl I;.l~)sion of the Assoc:a~io:"'1 

ARTICLE IX-:\c:T!GES 0': rr\ITH 

The Art:c!es oi Fd,lh uf Ihis Ass()ci,llion ,lea: ox' ~h, S2'T:e d, those adopled by Ihe Southern 
Bap:is: Curwenliun at their annual s('"iun iC1 Fi2j a~.d shall be the basis of ie!lowship and 
couperation. 

rhis con~li::J;ion may be allered or dmendec ae am annual meeting of IhE' budy and must 
secure a two-:hird, C:lajority VOle of .Ihe messer~gc"s present and vOling. 
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TABLe B THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Association 

MIDDLE FLORIDA 
:Sta.ti!-

FLORIDA 
Association al Sun day Scha.ol Dlr.actoT 

EUGENE STOKES 
Address City Sta1~ Zip 

Rt. 1, Box 119 Lee Florida 32059 

CHURCHES SUNDAY SCHOOL DIRECTORS & ADDRESSES 

Bethel Creek None-
Beulah Ja me-s: Roebuck, B DX 246". Le e 32059 

Brewer Lake Layere BucnanEm, Rt. 1, Box 99, Mayo 32{166 

Central ~Aucmill} E. C. McKown, Rt. 1, Box 223r MoIJlltieel!o 32344 
Chen y La ker 1 st A. C. Gentry, RL. 3r Box 261, ~'\adisoll 32340 
Elizabeth Roy Fagl1er Rt, 2, B!)x 314Cr MOlltieello 32344 
Eridu None 
!=aitn Wayne Cood II, Rt, 3, Box 144 ·2, M"ui soo n :3 2340 
Greenvilte Ja mes Bare lay, P.O. ~ox 72, Gra-envll!8 32331 
&-lopeweU W, B, l.emb, 506 s. E. Oak Dr .• Madison 32340 
Lamont Harolel Reams, Rt. 1, Box 41, lam[mt 32336 
Lee Tom Moor<!-, Rt. 1r BoOx 20, Lee 32059 
Macedonia Robert Be-lifiowerr Rt. 1r Box 1413, Leu- 32059 
~,~a dFS (m, First 'I.!','jley Selman, Rt. 3, Box 272, M<ldison 3231"10 
Mayo Floyd KoonI r~yo 32.066 
Midway John DaughuYr RE, 1, Bo::.: 43I Lee 32059 
Moseley Hall Ronn.ie Bassr Rt. 3, Greenville 32331 
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Pille Gro\le Bill Roberts, Rt. 2I Madiso-n 32340 
Pinetta, First Joe Crahon. Rt. 1r Box 39Br Pinetta 32350 
PlBa~ant Grove (U Mrs. Gail Buehiman, Rt, 1, Box 88r Mayo 32066 
ptea sa n.t G wve (T) Lawrence Ro','1~Ur P. 0, Box 646r Shady Grove 32357 
Rtve.rside CliftoOn Sh[ ... elr P,Q, Box 356, J!.,'1ayo 32066 
St. Johns: Ricky Ginnr Rt. 3, Bo::.: 31, Gre!;nllil[e 32331 
Sirmans It!'Ster Eakins, Rt. 1r 80:0:: 236, Gr.e-envilte 32331 
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St. Johm Gr.[)r~ letchwar1h, Rt. 3r Box 232, Gr{!~u"il!u 32331 
SirmclllS Fr';Hl~lin C;uroll, sr., Rt. 2r BDX 212, GH:t:!Iwilrr. 3233"1 
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TABLE 0 CHURCH MUSIC 1976 
AssOC13!io-n 

MIDDLE FLORIDA 
SliIto£l 

FLORIDA 
A~5"OC i.ati 011 al Mus it: Dirl!{; tor 

MRS, HERBERT DEMOTT 
Address City SLate Zip. 

Rt. 1, Box 197A Monticello Florida 32344 

CHURCHES MUSIC DIRECTORS & ADDRESSES 

Bethel Cree'k None 
Beulah James Roebuc'k~ Box 24'6, Lee 32.059 
Bre ...... er Lake Hal Thomas. P. 0, Box 376~ Mayo 32066 
Central (A "LId I [a) Ma rk lewis. R t. 1, Box 233 r M(I n. tlee 11 0 32344 
Cherry Lake, 1 $I None 
Elizabeth Mrs. Helbert Demott~ Rt. 1r Bax 197Ar Monticello 32344 
Eridu None 
Faitn Clinton Harris, Rt. 2, Box 1954 
Greenville Ctyde Cruce, Rt. 1, Box 7E~ Montioeello 32344 
Hopewell E us lac I:! KeH y, R t. I, "Madison 32340 
Lamon.t Mrs. Nancy Poppell, Rt. 1, Box 234, Lamont 32336 
Lee None 
Macedonia Robert Stokes, Rt. 3~ 80x 300·0-1 , Madison 32340 
Maciis-on~ F r rst Billy D. Goodwin, P. O. 'BLJlX 111~ Madison 32340 
Mayo Marsha Be Il, Mayo :3 2066 
M[dway Aaron lNebb~ Rt. I, Box 27~-1, MadisQn :3234{1 
Moseley Hall leroy Cr uce, Rt. 2, G ree Il ... ille 32331 
Mt.OtLve William H. AlldTews~ Rt. 2, 'Box 582, ~1adison 32340 
New Home Dewin Andrews, Rt.l, Box 117~ Madison 32340 
New Hopeful Dawson RtJtherford~ 603 E. Li ... ingston St., Madison 32340 
New Wia cedo nia Miss LaVOI1e-£! Po rter, R t. 2, B ox 172~ Gre erwj II e 32331 
Pine. Gro ... e Royce T ute n, Rt. 2, Mad i so 11 32340 
Pin-a-tta, First John Wa 5h i Ilgto n, P.O. Box 112~ Pin etta 32350 
Plea sa n t Gro ... e- (Ll Gus B!.Jchal1an~ Rt. 1, Mayo 32066 
Ple.asa Ilt Gro ... e (T} Ballard Aman~ R t. 1, E ox 107, Gre-2-n ... iIIl:! :3 2331 
Riverside Rol,md L'Ions~ Rt. 1, Box 121. Mayo 32000 
St. Johns Mra cus Day, R t. 3, Box 82. Green IIi II e 32331 
Sirmalls Franklrn Carron, Sr., Rt. 2~ Bo)( 212, Greenville 32331 
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0 0 0 0 
0 12 13 1& 
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0 0 12 22 
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0 0 3 14 
0 0 8 15 
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3 45 33 27 
0 0 22 18 
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0 0 16 20 
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0 64 50 0 
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0 0 0 0 47 34 0 
0 4 0 3 0 45 33 0 
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0 0 0 0 0 15 8 0 
0 1 0 4 0 38 30 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 3 0 1 0 18 12 10 
0 0 0 0 0 23 0 0 
0 3 0 1 0 34 15 0 
0 0 0 12 0 120 "15 0 

0 0 0 2 0 42 22 0 
0 0 0 

---4- ---
G 21 16 0 

0 0 0 0 0 U 0 0 
0 0 0 3 0 3B 3B 0 
0 0 0 2 0 36 25 0 
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0 0 0 0 0 15 10 0 
0 0 0 0 0 55 45 0 
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0 0 0 
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0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 



*" '-J 

TABLE E WOMAN'S MISSIONARY UNION 1976 101 102 103 10~ 105 106 107 loa 109 110 111 112 

AISClCla!ioo 

MIDDLE FLORIDA NU'mber or Organizati[ms Enrolment 

",,",1.t;DO~WMUD;,~t"' Ih .; ~:;G .~;:::;l~H hJ~-' li;~~.;--I'~~G .~~~~~~~ h 
MRS. JOHN COLLINS J::::: g=E ~~,.!. i ~~ §~.g~ ~ ~ --E"fi E'~ .. ~ f~ ~ ~: ~ ar-!. g ~.g~ ~~ 

Addr.u City. Sla~ Zip g [ti .5:-8 ~;~ ~~ ~-a, .S~ ,~] ~.~ .~ ~~~I';;~ ~~i o~ ~~ E ~ 
,-=;;;;R=t",.=3~,=B=o=x~1=5=B~==i===~M=a",d",ls~o",n======~F~la~.====3~2~34~O==:..·~Lt)~~ -E"7;' c(N~ !;,'tOV?5 g.o :EtJ .s~ .Em-:::: :~t.b5 NI:;. t:;cbu55 g-g .. I~-,::I a~ =01 ',p'::':I:..c: DJ~ ~o -::I (!Io- = P!::x:::: Q:I--

CHURCH ES WMU DI RECTORS & ADDR ESSES ~ ~ g ., 

Stlt .. 

FLORIDA 

Bethel Cf~k 
Beulah 
Brewer Lake 
Central (AucHlaj 

Cherry La ke, 1 st 
Elizaheth 

None 
NOlle 
Mrs. A. E. Tllomas T p, O. 65, Day 32013 
Mrs. J. W. Tindell~ Rt. 1 r Box 116, Monticello 32344 
Mrs. Geo. Burnwtt, Jr,z Rt.3, Box 127, Madison 32340 
Mrs. Wade She Iley I R t. 1, Box 182I Monti ce 11 0 32344 

Ericlu NOlle 
faith Mrs. Ge-mldine Stokes, Rt. 1, Box 119, Le_B 32059 
GH!'I!'nllilie Mrs. Connie ScarbDro, Greemille 32331 
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44 
10 
62 
34 

29 
40 

Ho peweU N(]-ne 
-Cam~ Mrs. &!lty Bailey. P. O. B\lx 4, UtillOllt 3233G 
Lee Mrs. Hazo' MarehlJouse r Rt. 1I Box: 65, L'i!o 32:059 

o 
o 
1 
o 
o o 

1 
() o 

3 I 0 
o 
9 
6 

15 

01 01 °1 01 0 
0- --8- ---1- ---0- --1-3 

12 13 2 0 40 
o 10 :1 0 41 

rkdison, First Mrs. f1.,~rjorin Wo[}rf.ud, P. O. Box 724, M.1Cllsoll 32340 1 2 1 1 0 tj. 3 20 0 ~. 
~ Mrs. RuhyEi Bre<lrr!', Sox :22~.~~~I'r'o 32061) 1 0 Q __ 0 0 1 2 5 0 0 0 10 2 __ 0 ___ 1_7 

Midway Mrs. IIJ Jun"Js, R~. 1, Hox 48, lee 32059 1 0 1 0 4 4 3 11 0 10 0 26 

rkccdonia Mrs. Robert BellflGwer, RL 1, Box ~48, l8f!" 3205'9 1 I ] 1 0 4 3 10 

Moseley Hall NOllot!" 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Q 0 0 0 0 

Mt.OIi'l'e Mrs. Clyde Thomas, So:x 2:65, Lr.-e 32059 0 1 1 0 4 -0 10 13 10 15 0 0 4a 
New Home Mrs. Rich.ud MiIEJY, At. 1, Hllx 115r Madison 32340 1 1 1 a 5 6 5 3 7 9 0 31 
New Ho~eftJl Non!!! 0 0 0 0 a 0 0 0 0 a 0 0 0 
NoI!-w Macedonia None 0 0 0 a 0 a 0 0 0 0 Q 0 
Pine Grove Nonoi!- 1 1 1 a 2 0 5 5 7 6 23 4 0 45 
Pilletta, F[r~t Mrs. Pattv rOUTJkms, Rt. lr Box 39, Pinetta 32350 1 1 1 0 1 0 4 6 9 9 0 16 3- 0 43 
P1~as.ant Gro ... e {L] Mr~. Milrlred H. Mcdl!'rios:, 159 E. Center St., Perry 32347 0 0 {) 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 15 0 1 a 

~Cl'5-i!nl Gm ... e [T} None 0 .0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 Ri ... ~mide NOlie 0 0 0 0 OliO 0 0 0 0 0 0 
St. J[)llns Mrs. Doris PaQ€!, Rt. 3, Box 49A~ Greell ... ilJe 32331 0 0 1 0 1 0 2 0 0 9 16 0 30 
Sirmans N(lilo 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 {) Q 

__ ~~-~~- ~~ ~~~~ ~~---_~~I~-I--'-----l 
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TABLE f BROTHERHOOD 

Association 

MIDDLE FLORIDA 
State 

FLORIDA 
Associa.lion.al Brothe-rhood Direc tor 

BILL GRANT 
Addra5J City Statoa Zip 

215 NW Fraleigh Dr. Madison Florida 32340 

CHURCHES BROTHERHOOD DI RECTORS & ADDRESSES 

Bethel Creek None 

Beulah NOone 
Brewer Lake None 
Central {A ucill a} None 

Cherry Lake Ron ni I!' Hart, 1 001 Wood lawn Terrace, Madis on 32340 

Elizabeth Roy Hod gfns., Bo x 1 9 1, Monti-cell 0 :3 2344 

Erldu None 

Faith Bill CbeJr..,~ P. O. Box: 151, f!nadison 32340 

Greoi!-nviUe leroy BloUllt, P. O. Box 517, Greenville 32331 
Hopewell 
lamont .Malcolm V. Page, P. O. 8u:>:J lamont 32336 
Leo Bob Guthrie, Rt. 1~ Box 113A~ Lee 32059 
MacedDn[a Rober t Sto kes, R t. 3, B DX 300-D-1 , Ma d[son 32340 
I'Y\adison~ First Wayne M-cCaU, P, o. Bu;\( 613, l\1adi son 32340 

Mayo None 

Midway Franklin Stokes, P. O. B .... :-:: 217, lee 32059 
Moseley Hall None 

Mt.Oti\le Jimm i~ Ragan s, Rt. 1 ~ Bo x 307 A, Madi so n 32340 
New Home- Jack Pickles, Ht, 1, Box 117-Ar Madison 32340 

New Hopeful None 

New Macedon i a None 

Pine Gro ... e None 

Pinetta r First Cecil Crafton, Rt.1~ Box 40, Pinetta 32350 
Pleasant G ravs (L} E. P. Sessions, Rt. 1~ Box 94-, Mayo 32066 
Pleasant Grolle ~T) None 

Riverside None 

St. Johns Clifton Floyd r Rt, 3, Bl1x 50, Green ... me 32331 
Sirmans W, E. Morg:a Il~ R t, 3, B IlX 305, ~1adison 32340 

'1976 116 117 118 
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0 0 0 
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12 10 5 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 a 
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0 0 0 
8 0 1 
6 6 0 
6 8 1 

24 I 3 2 
0 0 0 
0 0 5 
0 0 0 
5 15 2 
7 9 2 
0 0 0 -----
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 

~ I 22 0 
0 0 
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~ I 0 
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119 120 121 122 123 124 125 
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g'5 o ~ i ~ 15 
"g, t;.!: .~~ !.~ Oi -" " ~ ~ t~ ~IX:I e o ~ '§ .c "0 - ~ 

~~ i~ -+:: ~ 

~ ~~~ "26 ~~ ~'" D5!:. LEo .... 0] 5,~ 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

14 0 1 0 42 0 0 
10 0 1 0 11 0 0 

0 0 a 0 0 0 0 
10 1 0 0 11 0 0 

28 0 1 0 29 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

13 0 1 0 23 0 0 
10 0 1 0 23 0 0 

8 0 1 0 24 0 0 

40 0 1 0 70 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 _____ 0_ 

8 0 1 0 14 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
15 0 1 0 58 0 0 
11 0 1 0 30 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

18 0 1 0 41 0 0 
13 0 1 0 14 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

12 0 1 0 14 0 0 

0 0 2 6 8 0 0 
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TABLE G TOTAL RECEIPTS, LOCAL EXPENDITURES & STEWARDSHIP 1976 I 21 22 23 27 125 127 128 129 130 131 I 132 133 134 135 

A.J.:s()Ci~1Ion 

MIDDLE FLORIDA 
St .. ~-e 

FLORIDA 
A'5.:!ioclaLional Trt!.!I5oUrer 

~-,_C()(JDY 
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~..5 
0_ 
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"iti ..... 
o 0 

Btl rlget pro m. or 
e-mphasis tl~ed 
durillg the-ye.ar .. 

~ ~ ~ I 
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p, O. Box 215 Madi,on Florida 32340 

CHURCHES TREASU RE RS & ADDRESSES 

Royce Morgan r Rt. 1 r Bo)( 190, Mayo 32056 

1l 
~ 
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g ~ 
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.~ g 
~ 0. 
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~ ~ "E ~ ~I ~ 
~~&&~~ o 0 

i- • 
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; 
;;: l ~a 

0 0 

:08 Ii 
~.§ 
:0-5 ~ ~ 
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~ 
<5 

~ 0 o ~ 

~~ 
Bethel Creek 
Beulah 
Brewer lake 
Cen tra I (Au-cd Ila) 
Cherry Lake 
Elizabeth 
Eridu 

Miss Paullne Stokes, Rt. 1, Box 93Ar Lee 32059 
Harold L. Smith, Rt. 1, Box 150, ~'laYO 32065 
Oliver ScnJggs, Rt.1, Box 231~ Monti-ce!lo 32344 
J .. W. r.aso n. B{I x 4 78, ~1adi:5on 32340 

HelUY lNarHH1. Rt. 1 r 'Box Z07 r M[)ntlcc'lo 32344 

Mrs. Grady Lewis, 13l. 1 r Box 123, Gr{!-omLUe :~?331 
Harol{1 Brown, Rt .. 2, Box 97.8, M'ldisoll 3:?':.J:Ij.~f 

1349 0 1349 0 1004 0 I 0 0 0 1004 

6 I I~ I 0 V 0 5186 0 51 ~6 1825 1525 3113 0 211 2660 6009 
30 95 25 V 30961 0 30961 0 10140 6986 0 1064 7560 25740 
20 10 1 'V 19620 0 19620 0 5666 14821 0 645 1714 22647 

_4_4 __ ~I_~! _ _ _ _ _ 24642 ~ __ ._25~_5. 30()OO 9943 44273 1758 1802 10321 59095 
30 131 Iv 18190 0 1 a190 0 9180 0 2320 565 3163 15230 

Faith 
Greell~'illo 

HopeweH 
lamont 
L .. 
Maceuolliil 
M.adrs{lll, Firit 

Mayo 

Midwi.lY 
M[)se!ny H:III 

Mt.miv~ 

N~wHoll1l) 

New J::!Q.~~~~I_! _____ _ 
New MaC(; .. rlolll" 
Pi m!: G rO\lI~ 

18 llV 

W. 8 .. l8mh~ 506 Oak Dr .. , W..adi~[)ll 32340 12 : 
Darrow HuLto, P .. O. !:lox 14 7, Grcalwilll~ 3?':~:l'I iO 1.!i IV 

R. L. McLalll), 914 S. Range St., J\.~2:dison 32340 52 25 1 : 
-I Tom H. BLli!ElV, P. O. Box 4~ It'llnont-323.3S---- 10 10 ---~~-

RolwrL Bcllrlm'/fr, Rt. 1, Bu>: 148, l~c 32059 10 10 3 {r' 

L R. Wooflnrd, I). O. Box 267, Mad~~()n 32340 60 91 8 V 

Mr._ ~~g. Gilord<!I~~~ Mayo 32066 40 18 
V.11l E<E!~!(lV. HL 1, Box. 271, ~'bdisOll ::!Z.:F~U 
.iE!m~r HoIHlJ[S, Rt. 2, Gw;mille 32331 

Jimllli~ Ri1!l<ltls, Elt.i, Box 3G7A, 1\o'i.ldiscJn 323110 

A. C. "'Jmley. Rt. 1, Cox 122, M;i.disoll 32340 
~.q"-.!..!];!Ll HmHlels [)n, 008 S. R;)n!JE!. Mafl i son 32340 
IN .. E. Ft-c-ams, Rt. 2, Box: 199, Grei:onvilre 32331 
J. Arthur Cruce-, Rt .. 2, Madison 32340 

05 
2 10 

201 10 
22 _. 10. 

.., 10 1 

2,1 

1 iV 
3 ·Iv 

v 
Pinett.iJ, First I J. W. Dow.ning, Hi.. 1, Box 2. Pin<!t1a 32:150 
PI'f!-J.s<lnt Gm~'('! {L) Mrs. G~rHe BuchClllim r Rt .. 1, MayD 320136 12 

~.jLnl G!~~ ... ~~_ J!~J~_'~~!ll.~ll.,_!~l-,----l. Rox 107, Grc'~llv~l.I.(] 323-31 __ 1 ___ lv _. 
Rh'orsid, ) Mrs, J. T. ihOIllO>, Rt. 1, Mayo 3200" 3 I 1IIIl 
Sl. JOllllS Mrs. Bmtli<l Oi.Y, Rt. 3, Box 22, GTLlt.:!IWiUc 3n31 33 9 1 V 

SirmtnlS ___ ~~~~ .... ~C_I~:~ E~k'lls~_~1 ~_nox 2J~~~.~r,rm~.m~! 32..~~.~~ ______ 7 ~ ___ +_ ... ~ _ 

1513 0 955 0 720 0 0 0 155 875 
239ti1 0 239l-j,1 0 10302 0 2nti 1252 7157 21436 
27"1!J5 0 27795 0 100'/3 0 0 12H~ 8335 19626 
12319 0 1231 9 0 8599 0 ,~ 243 8842 17664 +vI· 15836 0 15B36 0 6925 ------,-oss 0 -93;; -.- 3705 i 2653 

V 25814 0 25814 0 8100 0 0 2031 75B3 17715 
14044 0 14044 0 8456 0 0 770 3617 12843 
79039 0 79039 70000 23404 190100 Q 2592 41641 67538 

vi 32350 0 32350 0 14014 2322 0 2877 ~ . 259721 
vi 16B04 151 16819 0 I 88111 0 I 01 616 36491 13075 

10446 lal 10627 
19100 19100 
19084 o 19084 
_5519 5~!l 

o o 3651 4589 
9 100 2203 900 4200 
5580 1331 215B 1004 6670 

5776 
o 

Q _ ... _ZlBo _ ... , 0 _ .... _. __ 0 _ .. H2o 

10/30 
18403 
16744 
Jlllil 

vi 8970 B9701 :J559 0 0 190 2045 5789 
173ng 17399 8440 0 Q 804 2109 11414 
18624 18624 0 7357 600 0 1013 90()o 
13415 0 1341[; 0 8295 1610 0 251 1103 11260 
10003, 0 10OU3 0 4302 2777 0 149 2173 9402 

Vr-~400 ·,---0 -8400- --OJ--50sii -- 0 --0 ·X106-3ilOO - 8291· 
173"2 0 17362 1000 6296 0 1528 379 8101 16305 

5263 U 5263 0 3300 450 0 85 1729 5627 

_. __ ....... -1---.-.-,-", ... -
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TABLE H MISSION EXPeNDITURES 1976 I 136 137 13B 139 140 141 142 143 144 1.5 146 147 

A'5:SociatiQoA 

MIDDLE FLORIDA 

FLORIDA 
State ~ 

Church 
Spon5meri Missions 

"C 

" " ~ ~ E 
o 
o 

~ 

OTHER MISSION CAUSE EXPENDITURES 

Dit.ac1ar of AssDci-3tiona[ MliS!DI1~ 
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Ol I u ~ 

REV. PHI L MAXWELL 5~ ~] 
~ ~ '" -;; Ub 

00 0:;: I;I):J U " 0 0 " I ~4 Address o 
~ 

-i::i ~ ~ "0 ~ ~ City StaHl Zip ~.g "C " 
•• ...r::: C'1 

P. O. Box 307 Madison Florida 32340 ~ g ~ 
t:'" > !li "5 0 _ 0 ~~ ! 1 ~ ~ 

c 0 

g:~ 
*gEt~~.0 
'~~il'~']~ 

] ~ 

tl I ~2 ,i'~ 
]~~ ~ 
~ ~ 0. 
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rE 

g 
(J CHURCHES CHURCH CLERKS & ADDR ESSES ~ e ~ ~ :: «0. 0:2:<:(0 02<..l QU..3 

'~ (3 
O(J_ c.z OJ: 

Bettie I Cle-ek 
Beulah 
Brew.e-r lake 
Central (Aucill a} 

Cherry La ke, First 
Elizabl}lh 

Mrs. R. V. Singletary, Ri, 1~ Mayo 32066 0n0 0 ~I 01 O~ 0 0 
~'k. Jimmie McMlI[[en r Box :132, lee 32059 0 0 G 25 25 O! 0 0 0 
Mrs. T, C. Buc:hanan. P. O. Bo)( 34. Day 32013 0 0 0 1200 505 2.69 354 597 0 260 0 0 
Mrs. Paul R. LeWIS, Rt. 1. Box 233. Monttcello 3~ .-044 0 0 0 1000 100 190 200 4110 0 95 0 0 

"". Co" """"""."' .• "' "."0< "'. ~",,,,, """ .I"" "'""! "e" "" me "'"" "I J " " 
Eridu Mrs. Alton Lewis, Rt. 1 r Bo;.: 123~ Gree-nyilJe 32331 0 0 0 10 0 0 0 0 0 -0 -0 

R{lY Faglioll-, R1. 2, Box 314C, Monticello 32.344 TO I 0 -I {t 1510 146 48 74 2211 0 99 0 0 

Gf~envllre /Mrs, Shirley Hulto.P, O.Box 147~Gree-n ... me32331 0 01 1665 150 190 287 5451 0 0 0 0 

Faith Mrs, Mar',' Bell~ RI. 2, Bllx 1335, ~'ladison 32340 0 103 "103 1341 192 9:13 193 0 383 0 0 
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HISTORY OF THE MIDDLE 
FLORIDA BAPTIST 

ASSOCIATION 
1900 - 1976 

By Edwin B. Browning, Sr. 

The Reverend Harry Bryan Gibson, the 
honored Clerk, for 'I) years, of the Florida Bap­
tist Association, between '1881 and 18')4; and 
for 9 years Clerk of the Middle Florida Asooci­
ation, between 1 gCl'l and 1909, 

Carl W, Burnell, for 46 years faithful Clerk of 
the Middle Florida Baptist Association, be­
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length of service in the Southern Baptist Con­
vention, 
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This history is submitted to make a fitting response to our Great Ameri­
can Bicentennial, to furnish a basis for a better understanding of our rich 
heritage and, ever, to hold aloft the Priceless Name of Jesus, 
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FOREWORD 

The period from 1900 lO -1976 reflects a ceaseless flow both of events and changes_ If we 
were detailing a sketch of the general hislory of our associalional area, such names as Ellaville, 
San Pedro, Stillipica, Talofa, Manila, and Weston, Champaign, Orange Hill, Hickstown, along 
wilh many others, would appear on our pages_ 

fhe cenlerpiece in our way of living in 1900 was the small, self-contained, farm-based rural 
neighborhood, The people of these communities, practicing a high degree of mutual interde­
pendence, had their own country store, gristmills, country doctors, schools, and their 
churches, 

The lines that marked off these picturesque units of abundant and leisurely living were 
erased soon after aUlomobiles began backiiring on the sand beds of north florida, This, 
coupled with mechanized farming, radically changed the landscape_ Very soon, as wants and 
wishes of people multiplied, came telephones, good roads, and, some later, consolidated 
schools, 

Quite obviously, our national desliny was not standing still during these years, Early after 
lhe new cenlury made its advenl, we faced a depression, due to the stalemate ofvVorid War I. 
This was a war, the pressures of which reached our nation, and soon our iarm lads were 
drafted into a mighty army_ Prices soared and war economy gave a level of prosperity and en­
richment of living that was new to the hitherto frugal Americans, 

Any glance at the roll of the years, reflecling repeated wars, depressions, growth in popula­
tion, abandonment of farm life, strides in technology, problems in government, social bur­
dens, debt and laxes, shows that the tempo of the march of our people has been at an ever­
quickening pace, \Ve who have lived during this period can truly say, "There was never a dull 
moment-nor many reposeful ones_" 

But as one man, we can stand and thank God for seeing our nation observe its blessed Bi­
centenniaL As thrilling as our history has been these 76 years~ it is not our purpose to engage 
in narraling their onward flow_ 

February 9,1976, in the First Baptist Church of Lee, the Executive Committee of the Middle 
Florida Mi%ionary Baptist Association authorized the writing of a history of the Association in 
keeping with the Bicentennial emphasis. The Committee agreed to pay for cost of materials 
and printing as a part of the minutes of the 77th Annual Session of the Association_ I was 
asked to prepare this documenL Pledges of cooperation on every hand were tendered_ 

It is felt that having the history printed in the back of the minutes is a very helpiulliterary 
device_ The data ,hown by Brother Robert Bellilower, Clerk, will be a thrilling sum mary, a ki nd 
of milestone to mark our progress since that day in Macedonia, 76 years ago_ 

fhe Minutes of the 1975·1976 Annuall\ssociational Meeting appearing herein, too, will give 
a good idea of how the affairs of the annual Associational meetings are conducted from 
registralion to the sounding of the moderator's last gavel. It is hoped that somethi ng of the 
high inspiration of these bracing meetings can be caught up in this booklet. 

Then, if a person is interested in Baptist beliefs and administrative details that we work 
under by mutual agreement, both "The Articles of Faith" and "The Rules of Decorum" are 
reilected in full as part of the minutes_ Mr. Bellilower's minutes show the messengers from 
each church, the proposed working calendar, personnel of the Association, and a weallh of 
information in general, 

Some Variance in Opinions 

AS might be expected in narrating historical incidents, honest men do not always agree­
but they are never disagreeable. A span of 133 years has passed since the Florida Baptist Asso­
ciation was organized by Our early Baplist brethren. There has been time for ample meditation 
and research on the matter of where the Association was actually organized_ 

William Scruggs, learned historian and vibrant jefierson County personality, finds that he 
cannot go along with me on the early organization plans of the Association_ My documenta­
tion comes from the original records of Concord Church. This gives Indian Springs Church as 
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the focal point. 
Mr. Scruggs holds that the meeting slated for Indian Springs was flooded out by excessive 

winter rains and that the actual organization, having received additional activation from 
meetings at Salem and elsewhere, transpired at Ebenezer Church, October 16, -1843, 1 show 
this as the first formal annual meeting of The Florida Association, 

The Baptists of the area have ereeled a lovely marble shaft at Ebenezer, I was honored to 
make the dedicatory address, March 30,1958, substituting for Dr. Doak S_ Campbell. I think 
the facts of history abundantly sustain placing the monument on this site, 

There is reliable documentation for the Association having met there, formally, in its first 
session, as shown in Dr. Campbell's history, It certainly was the place where the stage of 
history was firmly set for the long passage through the years_ 

But there is another reason_ There in the churchyard at Ebenezer rest the remai ns of Elder 
William B_ Cooper in a grave tenderly marked by Florida Baptists by reason of his monumental 
contribution to our Baptist life, 

Elder W. B. Cooper was 13 times Moderator of the Association. In view of the surrounding 
history and sentiment, it would be unthinkable to place the monument elsewhere_ 

But to return to the line of exposition, it will be apparent that the great task faci ng the writer 
was to condense the overflowing details from 1900 to 1976, and cover the subject as well as 
possible_ You will observe that this was met in part by expanding certain years periodically_ 
You will observe, too, that, while not slighting the ministers of the Gospel, we sought to mag­
nify the roles of our lay people_ 

People were so kind in helping! Dr. Earl E. Joiner, our distinguished Convention Historian, 
set no bounds on his generosity; likewise, his gracious secretary_ Mrs_ Ruth Scruggs Reams, 
Carl Burnett, Lacy R. Woodard, Dick Burnett, N orman Hartsfield, Alton H, Wentworth, nella 
Gray Smith, Tom Ray Kelly, Mark McCoy, Thad Entzminger, M. C. Burnett, Linda Wynn, John 
Henry Phillips, Mrs. Edgar Blair, Bill Scruggs, and Mrs_ Marjorie Woodard are among those who 
have set high standards in sharing on this project. Eternal gratitude to alii 

May this presentation make a contribution to the blessed cause of the Master of Men to 
whom be the glory forever l 

Madison, Florida 
October 1, 1976 

Edwin B, Browning, Sr. 

LIFTING THE CURTAIN 

Dr. Doak S. Campbell, eminent educator and churcnman, has defined an association, 
;ometimes called "district association," as "a voluntary organization of churches for the pur­
pose of stimulating and. carrying forward such cooperative enterprises as missions, 
benevolences, and educatIOn," We propose to treat briefly the history of the Middle Florida 
Baptist Association but, perchance, it may be the part of wisdom to do some clarifying as we 
move forward with our subject. 

The term "Baptists" encompasses a large number of denominations with kindred beliefs 
and titles. We recall the Primitive Baptists, the Freewill Baptists, the Puritan Baptists, and many 
others_ Our branch often adds the word "Missionary" as a matter of identification (and in no 
sense showing bigotry), The Missionary Baptists are the largest Protestant denomination in the 
United States, with a membership of 12,515,842, according to the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion Annual for 1975_ Very heavily concentrated in the southern region of the United States 
Baptists have a world-wide spread, even with many followers in Russia_ ' 

Many conserv1ltive Baptists hold that we as a people through the years have been so faithful 
to "Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Falher, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost," (Matt. 28:"19) that the addition of "missionary" is a surplus 
use of words. 

What ,is the dominant characteristic, the staying bench mark of Missionary Baptists? Baptists 
take senously that ~od-given principle of "If the Spirit makes you free, yet shall be free in­
deed" They take thiS freedom not only as applying to redeemed people but applyi ng to God's 
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church as well. So there we have the guide for Baptist thinking and Baptist efforts: the great 
principle of voluntariness, The churches may delegate power on a voluntary basis but no 
agency can abrogate the power of the local church. 

The earliest Baptist leader was John Smyth (active in '1607), a former Congregationalist min" 
ister in England. There were others of his belief who stood against infant baptism, Too, they 
came to stand for baptism by immersion, Smvth left England and settled in The Netherlands, 
and later, many of his group numbered themselves with the early exiles to ,\meric:a, 

Roger Williams formed a Baptist Church in Providence, Rhode Island, in 1639, the first in 
America of this denomination, Around the ~ime of the American Revolution, Baptists in­
creased in numbers greatly, By 1800 the Baptists were competing with the Methodists for first 
place in American Protestantism, 

Senior readers will recall that a half centurv ago, there was much discussion of the view­
point that Baptists are really not Protestants, arter all. This view held that the Baptists had their 
charter oi work laid out by The Master while he was on earth, at the giving of the Great Com­
mission, and at Pentecost. 

Then, they held, there were splinter groups faithful to Baptist views from those days 
through the centuries. Some of the groups were the Waldenses, the lollard", and the Tunkers, 
All were outside the established churches but firm in their espousal of Baptist views. 

What intelligent Baptists wish is not institutional continuity, but doctrinal validity, total 
Divine backing in our course through history and into a promising future, We base our claims 
on Matthew 28;19 and the total purview of God's Word. 

When did Baptists appear on the Florida scene? Shortly after (or even belfore) the Treaty of 
Annexation with Spain in 1821, Baptists began appearing across the Florida frontier. Some 
were slaves, it is believed, who found the Lord and escaped to Florida, tithers might have 
been sailors from shipwrecks along the Atlantic Coast. 

Anyway, the first church was Pigeon Creek, in :Nassau County, founded by Elder Fleming 
Bates, January 7,1821, This church, integrated by taking in a black man named Peter, was of 
strong Calvinistic theology, The verdant roots of Missionary Baptists seem not to have 
flourished in this church, 

So we turn to west Florida for our real beginnings in the missionary tradition, This was 
Campbellton Church (first named Bethlehem) in Jackson County, established March 12, 1823, 
The church was constituted by Elders Jeremiah Kembril and E,I-I. Calloway, itinerant 
preachers from Alabama, This, too, was the first tlaptist church in Florida to have a Woman's 
Missionary organization. Campbellton, a truly hallowed institution, is still an active ch urch. 

In our area, Elizabeth, constituted in 18.0'1, is the oldest. Madison Church, which began as 
"I-lickstown" in 1835, holds second place. Wherher on world, national, state, or local bases, 
the Baptists have wrought out noble traditions in the Master'S Cause, 

As pointed out previously, churches are organized first and then form, and align themselves 
with, associations. Down one more step, the impulses to organize churches are planted 
in the hearts of people, individually or small groups, Our mother association dates from '1843, 
but we have churches that began much earlier. Elizabeth, the oldest, that aligned with the 
Middle Florida Baptist r\ssociation, was organized in 183"1, and is still strong ill the work of the 
Lord, 

These early (and later) people came together around a core of common beliefs. A church in 
our area espoused these basic beliefs (called doctrines), also referred to as a "confession of 
faith"; 

We believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be the word of God 
containing everything necessary for our faith and practice. We believe in one 
Triune God, the Father, Son, and I-Ioly Ghost, We believe in the fall of man and 
his utter inability to reinstate himself in God's favor. \,\'e believe that God has 
chosen His people in Christ through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 
Truth before the foundation of the world; also in the final preservation of the 
saints in grace unto eternal life; in justification by the imputed righteolJsness of 
Christ Jesus alone; in Baptism by immersion, and the lord's Supper as instituted 
by our Savior, 

You may compare this abbreviated statement with an amplified presentation, but the more 
lengthy articles, easily, relate themselves to these basic principles. 
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Perhaps we should go a bit further with the topic of how Baptist Ch urches have their 
origins. We have mentioned individuals, or groups, moved by the Spirit to this end. Some 
churches arise by being a mission of an on-going Baptist Church. A good case in poi nt is that 
Macedonia in 1865 was established as a mission of Pine Grove. Nearly a century later (1964), 
Faith Missionary Baptist Church, just east of Madison, was begun as a mission point of 
Macedonia Church. 

Then some came into being in our denomination by reason of doctrinal disagreement. At 
Old Grooverville, over the state line in Georgia, stands Liberty Church. It is such a fine illustra­
tion of this point that we ask leave to quote the text of the historical marker placed at the cor­
ner of the church by the State of Georgia: 

"Liberty Baptist Church" 

Between '1837-1841 the Baptists in this section were stirred on Missions, Sunday 
Schools, and Ministerial support. In 1841 the Ocklocknee Anti-Missionary Bap­
tist Ass'n passed a ruling to dismiss members believing in the 'new-fangled in­
stitutions of the day,' Disagreeing, Sister Nancy Hagan a~ked for her letter from 
Mt. Moriah Church and, at her request, was excommunicated. With Elisha Peck 
Smith, R. T. Stanaland, James L Baker, Mrs. Sarah Ann Groover, Mrs. Mary Smith, 
Mrs. Amanda Denmark and Sam Whitfield, she organized this church. The first 
pastor was Elder R. J. Mays. Mt. Moriah Church ceased to exist long ago." 

R. I. Mays was originally a member of the present First Baptist Church of Madison, and 
Elisha P. Smith was the first deacon of thi~ Madison church. 

Let us recall that in those days preceding the great Civil War (and long after), there was no 
such thing as Women's Liberation. The memory of Sister Hagan's rising up for the soul liberty 
of man should cause us to stand reverently and meditate in gratitude upon the character of a 
truly great lady. 

But these are not the only causes for the organization of Baptist churches. A dear old 
preacher of the long ago once said, "A row in a Baptist church should not be taken too 
seriously; such row is often the birth pangs of another Baptist church." Yes, Baptists do fall 
out, pull out, and start new churches, causing this great denomination to "multiply by divi­
sion." But the blessed work goes on. We had 34,734 churches in the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion by a 1975 tally. 

Organization of The Florida Association, March 2, 1843 

Let us now estqblish a more direct focus on the organization of the Old Florida Association. 
It was early in 1843. lohn Tyler was the President of the United States, the 10th. Florida was 
looking forward to statehood, but was still a territory, with the Seminole Indian War quieted 
only one year previously. 

On Sunday, January '15,1843, Richard Johnson Mays stood up in Conference at the Con­
cord Church and read a letter which was dated November 26, '1842. B. S. Fuller, a careful 
Clerk, entered this letter in the minutes. It follows: 

Dear Brethren and Sisters: 
In consequence of a recent separation of several of the churches from the 

Ocklocknee Association, a meeting was held at Shiloh Church to take into con­
~ideration the propriety of forming a new Baptist Association of these churches 
who wish to be allowed the liberty of conscience. 

It was resolved the new Association be convened at the Indian Springs 
Church, Leon County, Florida, Thursday before the first Sabbath in March next, 
and that a letter of invitation be given to the churches favorable to this associ­
ation. The churches will please send two delegates with a letter containing the 
wish of the church to become members, also a statement of the number in full 
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fellowship and the time of holding their meetings. 

Your Brother in the Gospel, 
(Signed) Thomas Lang 
Sec'ty Pro Tem 

Clerk Fuller further records that the church voted to comply with the invitation, and chose 
for delegates Brethren R. J. Mays and Hampden S. Linton. March 19,1843, the following entry 
appears: "Received the report and approved the proceedings of our delegates." 

The first formal annual meeting of the florida Association was held that same year, October 
1 h, at Ebenezer Baptist Church, near Monticello in Jefierson County. 

What churches from our associational area were represented in the organizational meeting 
at Indian Springs Church? In the absence oi definite records, it appears that these churches 
sent delegates to this momentous meeting: Elizabeth, 183'1; Hickstown (now the First Baptist 
Church of Madison), 1835; Shiloh,; Concord (now In tile .'v1ercer Association), 1841. Churches 
outside of our present limits appear to have been: Ebenezer, Jefferson County, 1828; Indian 
Springs, 1829; Monticello, 1841; Aenon, 1843; Providence, Gadsden County, 1843; along with 
Bethel and Sardis, Jackson County, in 1825. 

Legacies from the Old Florida Association 

The Florida Association, the mother association of all Florida Baptists, directly 0 r indirectly, 
is still in full vigor, a stamina that has lasted over the years. Dr. Doak S. Campbell has written 
brilliantly of the rich history of this association. \'\fe shall confine ourselves, and necessarily, to 
some great achievements in which the church,es and leaders from our area shared mightily. 

When the rlorida Association was meeting with Concord Church, November 18, 19, 20, and 
2'1,1854, the matter of organizing the Florida State Corwention came up for action. The Asso­
ciation, in its session of 1853 at Olive Church in Thomas County, Georgia, had expressed the 
view that". . it is proper, expedient, and practicable to organize the Florida State Baptist 
Convention." 

In the Concord meeting of 1854 delegates, bv previous arrangement, had come from the 
West Florida and Alachua Associations. The committee appointed to confer with these deleg" 
ates (D. G. Daniel, W. B. Cooper and Brothe, Shackleford) reported that the measure was 
deemed advisable and recommended that an organization be consummated immediately. 

For this work, Brethren R. J. Mays, W. B. Cooper, B. S. Fuller, W. H. Goldwire, W. Blewett, 
D, C. Daniel, H. Z. Ardis, S. C. Craft, John Cason, and T W. Terrell were appointed as delegates 
from the rlorida Association. 

With the authorization firmly given in Concord Church, the delegates met at 8:00 P. M., 
Monday, November 20, 1854, in nearby Clifton Mansion, horne of Richard Johnson Mays, 
Concord Pastor. He was called to the chair and there, in the candlelight of early evening, the 
task of organizing the Florida State Baptist Convention was wrought out. Elder Mays was 
elected the first Convention President. The site has been suitably marked; with a m on ument, 
also, in Confederate Memorial Park in Madison. 

A writer in this area has hinted that the convention, due to not having a body to give direc­
tion between sessions, "was at best a limping movement." The convention had the proper 
basic ideas, as shown by the constitution adopted at Clifton, but there was no machi nery to 
give impetus and life to the lofty ideals. 

ThiS condition was remedied when the State Board of Missions was organized in Madison, 
December '12,1880, during the 26th Annual Meeting of the Florida Baptist State Convention. 
Only the Florida, Santa Fe, Suwannee, and Alachua, out of the -r3 Florida Associations, were 
represented. Narrators tell us that it was a bitingly cold day, and the church stove was out of 
order, So the work on that bleak day (Sunday) was done in an upstairs room in a Madison 
store, 

Turning possible defeat into victory, $'185.00 was pledged for missions; W. N. Chaudoin was 
chosen Secretary of the new Board, and the following elected as Board membe.rs: Pastor oi the 
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Madison Church; S. B. Thomas, Sr" Jno. M. Beggs, Benjamin f. Wardlaw, C. W. Stevens, J. f. B. 
Mays, W. M. Davis, Walter Gwynn, A C. McCants, Paul Willis, G. W. Hall, C. V. Waugh, and 
T. E. Langley. Or. J. L Rosser made this comment on the early Board: "A long procession of 
State Board Members will follow from [his zero milestone, but these stand at the head of the 
line." 

The Board was located in Madison, and there it remained for two decades under the leader­
ship of W. N. (Uncle "Chad") Chadoin. Surely God was directing those early church lathers 
on this day far back across the years. 

In addition to these instilutional contributions, we received the groundwork for a strong 
position on temperance. In the Annual Meeting at Mt. Gilead Church, Madison County, Sep­
tember 28 to October 1, '1882, we find this sentence in the Temperance Report: 

"Shall we not, therefore, present a solid phalanx against the evil, and handle not, 
touch not, taste not the blighting, withering, cursing beverages which curse 
body, mind, soul, and curses for time and eternity?" 

If there has ever been amongst us any tendency, expressed or latent, to imbi be any product 
or by-product of the brewer's art, we certainly cannot set this to the charge of our brethren al 
Mt. Gilead. 

Any mention of the great personalities like W. 13. Cooper, R. J. Mays, John Broome, Alex 
Moseley, H. Z. Ardis, John Cason, and many others would carry us beyond the conn nes of our 
necessary limits. However, we do wish to mention Harry Bryan Gibson, whose figure looms 
50 large after the Civil War. 

Elder Gibson served as clerk in the old Florida Association from 188'] to 1894, with the ex­
ception of 1890. It will be noted that, after Middle Florida was formed, he served it as clerk for 
9 years, until '1909. His was a monumental contribution. 

It has always seemed apparent to many thoughtful leaders in our present Baptist life that 
our early association came into being as a protest against efforts to stifle the minds of men on 
the ever-flowing Free Grace of God. This fact has been operative in keeping our people 
doctrinally sound. We have not always lived up to the high missionary ideals that have come 
down as a blessed legacy across the years, but we spend no time in denying Divi ne Power and 
His Readiness to save all "who will come to Him in Faith" 

A NEW CENTURY AND A NEW BEGINNING 

The years had passed, and it was 1900. The American social and political fabric stood on the 
verge of great changes. In the area encompassed by the new association in the looming years, 
we would see the country store give way to supermarkets. 

The country doctor, leaving a vision of his plodding lhrough the night on missions of mercy, 
would pass off the scene and the era of hospitalization would become regnant. 

People would stop "taking in new ground" and burning timber as the tide of proiessional 
forestry, both private and corporate, mounted high. 

Old Dobbin and the buggy, the lap robe, and buggy whip would pass from the area (except 
in memory) as the automobile battled the sandbeds-with a few "backfires" and flat tires. 

Gone would be the "pineywoods rooter" hogs; old Molly, the scrub cow; Buck and Ben, the 
family oxen-to make way for Duroc Jersey hogs, Red Pol1ed and Jersey cattle, and pickup 
trucks. 

Old-timers saw the days before the spittoons were removed from our churches-and the 
ladies sitting to the preacher's left. AI1 would pass in an avalanche of change and renovation. 
Rural schools, long the central paint in intellectual culture, would thin out and the school bus 
would carry the children to the larger centers of population. 

There, however, has been one arresting fact on our social cultural landscape: the rural 
churches have remained rural-based. Certainly, many have passed from the scene, but this 
has been due largely to shifts in population. 

Before leaving this topic, perhaps we should mention some of the things pertinenl to "the 
olden days" that were truly less than romantic. In the winter of 1908"1909, water sources rose 
far beyond their accustomed levels. This was particularly true of the swampy areas. 

Then, in hordes, the mosquitoes bred-and there were no screens. "Smoki ng the house" 
and, sparingly, using using mosquito nets, proved totally inadequate. The anopheles mos-
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quiloes lransmitled malaria and, as a result, chills and fever visited aim ost everY ho usehold. So 
great was the demand for medicine that "666" Chill Tonic (a combination 'of quinine and 
iron) was developed. $0 was F. M. Plank's Chill Tonic. It was a trying time, with overtones of 
tragedy. 

One more thing. Do you recall what happened in "Dog Days"? Sore eyes spread through 
the homes and schools (there were summer terms then). Eagle Eye Salve and Strozier's Eye 
Water came on their uplifting missions, but neither erases the memories oi summer sore eyes. 

On the Florida scene, as the old century faded and a bright new one came into being, 
William D. Bloxham was Governor in a strong tradition of the Democratic Parly that had its 
advent following Reconstruclion after the Civil Way. Jacksonville was almost totally destroyed 
by fire, May 3, 1901. But the state had its first streetcar line during these years (in Palatka). 
Problems of handling the Everglades, along wilh others, arose to challenge the genius of our 
people. 

On the national scene, William McKinley had just been elected lo his second term as Presi­
dent, November 6, 1900---three days before the brethren convened al .\1acedonia Missi onary 
Baptist Church to organize the Middle Florida Baptist Association. Portentious events were in 
the air. America had jusl won one war (the Spanish American) and, withi n less than two 
decades, would be plunged into world conflict. 

The Klondike Gold Rush had, just before, brought eager searchers to Alaska from all parts of 
America. The feeder stagecoach lines were still carrying the treasure boxes of Wells Fargo Ex­
press in our fabled West. The American Baseball League was organized that same year-·1900. 

We had no vision of federal alleviation of depressions, triggering with the slandards of liv" 
ing, or social welfare in general. Rural electricity, telephones, crop rotation, forestry and con­
servation were far oUl in front. 

Those faithful Baptists assembled at Macedonia, coming from churches hitherto in the old 
Florida Association, had no knowledge of the stirring years before them. They moved stal­
wartly to the task facing them, bringing to the Baptist scene of north Florida another Associ­
ation. 

What Were the MotivesZ 

Why did the brethren converge on Macedonia to organize the new association I Carl W. 
Burnett became clerk of the association in October, 1921. He held that post for 46 years, a re­
cord in the Southern Baptist Convention. Mr. Burnell said, "There were anum ber of reasons, 
but anger or estrangement was not among them." Still sound in mind and memory, his views 
should be weighty indeed. 

Baptists had increased both in numbers and in churches over the area. Travel, though 
greatly improved, had not reached the easy stages of today, as good roads still lay in the 
future. Breaking off a section to begin a new unit was nothing uncommon in Florida:Madison 
County had split off from Jefferson County, December 26, 1827, with Taylor, Lafayette, and 
Dixie (as part of Taylor) Counties later forming separate counties from Madison County. 

The old Florida had grown to be a truly big Association. It is even possible that the old 
American yearning for "something for ourselves" may have been in the motivational scheme. 
So they converged by previous arrangement upon Macedonia, on State Road 90 east of 
Madison. l'his was, even then, a historic place. 

The organization of Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church is but another instance of the 
proof of the old statement that "Baptists do better in trying times." The Civil War had just 
been concluded in April of that year, with the Stars and Bars of The Confeder.acy folded in the 
sadness and tenderness of defeat. The shadows of Appomattox and the Reconstruction 
period rested upon a weary land. 

It was September 17, 1865, when the founding fathers raised the Baptis! Standard at 
Macedonia, where it flies in great honor until this good day. 

We must go backward to another church, Pine Grove, organized Octob'er 25, 1856. The 
marks of greatness have ever been upon this church through the years. Macedonia had its 
beginning as a Mission of Pine Grove. This appears to be certainly am ong the early, if not the 
first, practices of establishing missions, leading toward full church identity. 
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WE LAY OUR HANDS TO THE TASK 

We have stressed the thought that parting from the old Florida Association was done in 
Christian harmony. Let us support this view even more strongly. When the brethren gathered 
at Macedonia, Friday morning, November 9, '1900, after the call to order came the introducto­
ry sermon. This sermon was preached by Stephen Crockett, pastor of the Madison Baptist 
Church, and at that time serving as clerk of the Florida Association. He remained and assisted 
throughout the session. 

The record reflects that the Reverend Crockett preached from Ephesians 4:22-24 verses in­
clusive. This citation reads: "That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, 
which is corrupt according to the deceitfullusls; and be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 
and that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true hoi i­
ness." 

The afternoon session, following one hour for dinner, was opened with prayer by the 
Reverend W. S. Kelly. Officers elected and subsequently put on permanent basis were: the 
Reverend J. T. Farnell, Moderator; the Reverend l. L. Rutherford, Clerk; and F. B. Williams, 
Treasurer. The Committee on Petitionary Letters, as subsequently enlarged, included D. E. 
Thomas, W. M. Tampling, W. M. Cornelt, F. B. Williams, and lohn Hicks. 

Petitionary letters for membership through the session were approved as reflected in the ta­
ble of Statistics of Membership: 

PRESENT 
CHu'RCH BAPTISMS MEMBERSHIP COUNTY 
Brewer Lake 10 51 Laylayette 
Live Oak (Mt. Olive) n 43 Madison 
Macedonia 10 155 Madison 
Midway 15 79 Madison 
Mt. Moriah 14 23 Madison 
New Hopeful 22 Madison 
Pleasant Grove 2 75 Lafayette 
Pleasant Grove 7 57 Taylor 
Pine Grove 48 Madison 
Triumph 2 17 Taylor 
Hopewell 54 Madison 

Total baptisms were 61; received by letter, 21; by restoration, 22; expulsions, "13; loss by letter, 
'13; by death, 6; total membership, 629. 

The Committee on Reading (church letters) was composed of W. M. Cornett, F. B. Williams, 
I. R. Henderson, I. P. Lyons. 

The Committee on Deceased Ministers and Deacons was made up ofW. M. Tampling, D. E. 
Thomas, and I. N. Barrs. 

The Committee on Finance: D. W. Townsend, lohn S. Pinson, and L. A. Seals. 
The Committee on Nominations: W. M. Cornell, W. M. Tampling, I. E. Horne, and I. W. 

Wheeler. 
It was decided to activate only the committees on Reading, Deceased Ministers and 

Deacons, Nominations, and Finance. 
The shades of friday,. evening, December 9, 1C)00, were approaching. On motion, adjourn­

ment was taken until Saturday morning, 9:00, with prayer led by the Reverend I. A. Grundy. 

Saturday Morning, November 10, 1900 

l. r. rarnell, Moderator, after call to order, read the 19th Psalm, followed by prayer led by 
the Reverend H. B. Gibson. Call for letters from the churches was renewed and visiting 
brethren invited to seats with the group. To the latter, the Reverend I. S. Parker, from the 
Suwannee ASSOCiation, responded. Favorable report came rrom the Com mittee on Pet itionary 
Letters, substance or which shows the churches listed previously. The right hand of fellowship 
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was extended to delegalE'S on behalf of the ,\ssociation by the Moderator. 
W. ,. Sullivan from the Florida Association was sealed <1S a correspondent. I-he Reverends 

,. l. Rutherford and L. J. Townsend were appointed as delegates to the Southern Baptist Con­
vention, meeting in New Orleans, Louisiana. The Reverend T. J. Farrell, and Brethren W. M. 
Cornett and LA. Seals were appoinled correspondents to the florida A%ociation. Il was re­
ported that the Reverend ,. A. Grundy wO:Jld preach at 11:00 A. M., Sunday, ~ovember 11. 

Report from the Nominations Committee was given: "Dear Brethren, VVe your Com mittee 
on Nominations recommend that the Execulive Committee be elected by ballot, and that 
Reverend ,. l. Rutherford preach the next inlroductory sermon, and recommend Reverend 
W. W. Tampling as alternate. We nominate Reverend ,. T. Farnell to preach the Missionary Ser­
mon wilh Reverend ,. L Townsend as alternale. Respectfully subm illed, \\!. i·A Cornett, W. M. 
Tampling, I. E. Horne, and ,. W. Wheeler." 

The Committee on Deceased Ministers and Deacons filed a report of gratitude to the 
Heavenly Father lhat none had been taken. 

In taking a look at the report of the rinance Committee, we need to keep in mind lhallhe 
Association was in a fledgling slale, lhallhe western frontier had closed ten years before, and 
that the American economy was sluggish. Many bodies of yellow pine timber, as at Ellaville, 
had been cut over. Here is the report: 

tor Minutes fund 
For Associationa I Fund 
For Associational Missions 
For State Missions 
For Aged Ministers' Relief Fund 
Total 

5 'U5 
1'1.30 

1.50 
.90 
.25 

523.20 

The Treasurer's Report, submitted by Daniel Farnell, informal Treasurer, showed this 
amount added to collections at union meetings al Macedonia, Midway, and Live Oak, all tol d, 
in the amount of S40.70. 

The record here states, "At lhis junclure the .'vioderator received a letter informing the asso­
ciation of the illness of Reverend R. F. Hacker. On motion, prayer w,as offered, led by 
Reverend '- A. Gandy." It also shows: "Reverend Wm. M. Tampling, W. ,'vi. Cornett, D. W. 
Townsend, and ,. E. Horne were elected as members of the Executive Committee and Brother 
F. B. Williams was elected as treasurer. While a hymn was being sung a collection of 52.8S was 
taken up for the relief of an 8S-year-old minister." 

Live Oak (Mt. Olive) Church was chosen by ballot over two other churches as the place for 
the next meeling, "Friday before the third Sunday in October, 190-1." On motion the Clerk was 
ordered lo be paid $5.00 for his services and further ordered to have the minutes printed 
"where he could get it cheaper" 

Prior to adjourning to meet at Live Oak Church (six miles south of Macedonia) for the 1901 
meeting, and surely in response to the fine hospitality of Macedonia, the following resolution 
was adopled: "It is resolved that this bodv express thanks to the membership of Macedonia 
and community for their kind and unbounded hospitality toward us while in their midsts." 
That rang down the curtain for Saturday, ~ovember 10,1900. 

The Clerk Was Busy at Eventide 

We can well imagine that the Reverend ,. L Rutherford, the Clerk, spent much of Saturday 
evening, November 10,1900, going over the letters from the churches and com pili ng informa­
tion for his minutes. Meanwhile, of course, the Association had adopted the basic guide 
documents: Articles of Faith, Constitution, By-laws, and Order of Business. Since their import, 
though amplified a good deal, are slill embodied in the current present,ltion, we will not 
enlarge on them, 

We will given some of the interesting information compiled by Clerk Rutherford. 
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Messengers to the Association organizational meeting of 1900, including the church clerks: 

CHURCH 
Brewer Lake 

Live Oak 
Macedonia 

Midway 

Mt. Moriah 

CLERK 
J. W. Tampling 

Charles Martin 
W. B. Rye 

D. C. Thomas 

T. P. Newman 

New Hopeful H. B. Gibson 
Pleasant Grove (T)G. W. Dice 

Pleasant Grove (L)1. R. Bullard 
Pine Grove J. L. Warren 
Triumph P. J. Corrin 
Hopewell Unknown 

J. T. Farnell, Day 
J. L. Rutherford, Madison 
1-1. B. Gibson, Madison 
W. M. Tampling, Lee 

Joseph E. Crafton, Madison 
D. E. Thomas, Lee 

P. O. ADDRESS 
Day 

Madison 
Madison 

Lee 

Unknown 

Madison 
Iddo 

Unknown 
Madison 
Stephensville 
Madison 

Ordained Ministers 

MESSENGERS 
I. N. Barrs, 
D. W. Townsend 
J. L. Rutherford 
J. R. Henderson 
Wm. Cornett 
B. Williams 
J. P. Lyons 
W. M Tampling 
l). E. Thomas 
John Hicks 
W. Wheeler 
I. T. Phillips 
Archie Hicks 
H. B. Gibson 
J. C. Horne 
Samuel Sapp 
S. Ezell 
L A. Seals 
By Letter 
N at reported 

W. S. Kelly, Madison 
L. J. Townsend, Slayton 
R. F. Hacker, Stephensville 

Licensed Ministers 
Edgar Hi bbits, Tallahassee 

We can pause at this point and thank the Master for the lives of these stalwart servants who 
laid so carefully and so prayerfully the foundations transmitted to those of the many tomor­
rows. 

Sunday Services, November 11,1900 

This brief entry gives a report on Sunday's services: "Divine Service was conducted on Sun­
day at '11 :00 A. M. by Reverend J. A Gandy. He preached from Nehemiah 2:17, after which a 
collection of $2.85 was taken up for missions." From the records, it seems certain that Sunday 
was given over to worship and to addressing themselves to the tasks that lie so challengingly 
ahead. 

Brother Gandy's text read, "Then 1 said unto them, ye see the distress that we are in how 
Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof are burned with fire: come and let us build up the 
wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach." And under this ringing word from the Lord 
of Lords, the task of launching the Mjddle Florida Baptist Association was done and the 
Brethren looked to a New Day. 

A Backward Glance 

As we contemplate for a moment the organization of the Middle Florida Missionary Baptist 
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Association, completed at Macedonia, November n, 1900, we might wish to know how the 
plans for the organization were worked out and publicized. The most satisfactory solution to 
these problems is that this was done in the Union Meetings, later called Fifth Sunday Meet­
ings. These meetings were used powerfully in giving impetus to early Baptist programs. 

We do not know how many times the Florida State Baptist Convention, after its organiza­
tion in November of 1854, met jointly with the Union ,'Aeetings in our area. '>Ve do know that 
the State Convention met with the Union ,\\eeting at Pine Grove Church, Madison County, 
January 29, 1860. 

Then there is the matter of what territory the newly organized association covered. Of the 
original eleven churches, seven were in ,v\adison County: Live Oak (Mt. Olive), Macedonia, 
Midway, ,'At. ,'Aoriah (located near Winquapin Pond in Madison County but now gone from 
the scene), ~ew Hopeful, Pine Grove, and Hopewell. Two were in Layfayette County: Brewer 
Lake and Pleasant Grove. The other two were in Taylor County: Pleasant Grove and Triumph. 
There were none from Jefferson County. 

However, in both Jefferson and Madison Counties there were a number of churches on the 
scene that did not join in the movement leading to the new association. In Jefferson there 
were Elizabeth, Lamont, and Aucilla. In Madi50n County there were Madison, Harmony, 
Creenville, and New Macedonia. 

ObViously, Mayo and Riverside in Lafayette County, and Athena and San Pedro in Taylor, 
did not join the movement for the new association. 

A study of available information furnished herein will show that the association came to in­
clude Taylor County and a number of churches on the eastern side of Jefferson County. 
Eleven of the churches located in Taylor County lettered out of Middle Florida to form the 
Taylor Missionary Baptist Association, in the annual meeting held with Athena and Pleasant 
Grove (T) Churches, October 17 and 18,1957. 

The years of 1901, '1902, -1903, and 1904 were years of growth, definition of purposes, and 
progress. The association, as reflected elsewhere, was led by the Reverends J. T. Farnell and 
Harry Bryan Gibson, with F. B. Williams a( the post of treasurer. We should mention that in 
'190'1 the association met at Live Oak Church, south of Macedonia. This church effected a 
name change in subsequent years and became our present Mt. Olive, pastored by Tom Ray 
Kelley. 

EXPANDING 1905-----0THER YEARS 

Due to matters of sources and space, it is felt that it will be a better method of presentati on 
to pass over the details of these years' and am pliiy som ewhat the 1905 session. Th is i 5 the year 
that Greenville Church, previously staying with the old florida Association, came to mem ber" 
ship in the Middle Florida Baptist Association. 

We possibly should pause at this point to state that we have had difficulty with the name of 
Greenville. In 1842, Baptists pulling out of the Ocklocknee Association because of strictures in 
doctrines relating to paying preachers, having Sunday Schools, and preachiing free Grace, met 
at Shiloh Church and sounded a call for a new association. This we have previously indicated. 

Could Shiloh be the early name of Greenville? Dr. Doak S. Campbell shows that Shiloh was 
in Madison County. tt was close enough to Concord ChurCh to have in the pre-Ovil War 
period "a joint committee with Concord to look after the conduct of the Black Brethren." The 
towering intellects of Mrs. Ruth Reams, Thad Entzminger, and Bill Scruggs have been enlisted 
on this matter. All we can say now is that the facts point to Shiloh being the early name of 
Greenville. 

But back to 1905. We give the list of churches, delegates (messengers) and clerks . 

. Aucilla, Jefferson County-Pastor, ; Delegates, Wesley Bishop, D. W. Bishop, Martin 
Bishop; Clerk, G. T. Bishop; Post Office, Aucilla, Fla. 

Antioch, Hamilton. County-Pastor, Rev. Wm. M. Tamplin; Delegate, S. M. Morgan; Clerk, 
W. E. Frier; Post Oifice, Echo, Fla. 

Brewer Lake, Lafayette County-Pastor, Rev. I. R. Clements; Delegate, jno. W. Dav; Clerk, 
B. W. Rodgers; Post Office, Day, fla. . 

Beulah, Madison County-Pastor, Rev. Wm. M. Tamplin; Delegates, J. P. Webb, J. F. Stokes; 
Clerk, J. F. Stokes; Post Office, Lee, Fla. 
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Cabbage Grove, Taylor County-Pastor, Rev. J. J. Lambreth; Delegates, J. F. Hartsfield, J. T. 
Martin; Clerk, C. J. Wilson; Post Office, Waylonga, Fla. . 

Greenville, Madison County-Pastor, ; Delegate, C. L. Leggett; Clerk, J. W. Bishop; Post Of-
fice, Greenville, Ha. 

Hopewell, Madison County-Pastor, Rev. R. F. Hacker; Delegate, F. McCiamma; Clerk, B. f. 
Kelly; Post Office, Hopewell, Fla. 

Live Oak, Madison County-Pastor, Rev. W.5. Kelly; Delegate, J. S. Pinson; Clerk, L. E. 
Lyons; Post Office, Madison, Fla. 

Luther, Taylor County-Pastor, Rev. R. F. Hacker; Delegate, R. L. Williams; Clerk, R. L. 
Williams; Post Office, Luther, Fla. 

Limestone, Jefferson County-Pastor, ; Delegate, represented by letter; Clerk, W. P. Cog­
gins; Post Office, Wacissa, Fla. 

Macedonia, Madison County-Pastor, Rev. I. R. Clements; Delegates, J. T. Woodard, F. B. 
Williams, W. B. Roye, lonnie Mercer; Clerk, A. T. Cornett; Post Office, Madison, Fla. 

Midway, Madison County-Pastor, Rev. L. J. Townsend; Delegates, D. E. Thomas, J. H. 
Turlington, J. W. Thomas; Clerk, D. E. Thomas; Post Office, Lee, Fla. 

Mt. Moriah, Madison County-Pastor, Rev. J. T. Farnell; Delegate, W. C. Green; Clerk, A. A. 
Connar; Post Office, Chancy, Fla. 

Mt. Gilead, Madison County-Pastor, Rev. ). E. Vann; Delegale, D. W. Vann; Clerk, W. E. 
Vann; Post Office, Iddo, Fla. 

New Hopeful, Madison County-Pastor, Rev. A. N. Woodard; Delegate, H. B. Gi bson; Clerk, 
H. B. Gibson; Post Office, Madison, Fla. 

New Macedonia, Madison County-Pastor, ; Delegate, W. H. Haney; Clerk, T. M. Barclay; 
Post Office, Greenville, Fla. 

Olive Branch, Jefferson County-Pastor, Rev. J. T. Farnell; Delegate, G. F. Andrews; Clerk, 
W. H. Walker, Post Office, lamont, Fla. 

Oakland, Taylor County-Pastor, Rev. J. E. Vann; Delegate, H. B. Sheffield; Clerk, W. P. 
Johnson; Post Office, Waylonga, Fla. 

Pleasant Grove, lafayette County-Pastor, Rev. J. T. Farnell; Delegate, A. C. Townsend; 
Clerk, A. C. Townsend; Post Office, Day, Fla. 

Pleasant Grove, Taylor County-Pastor, Rev. I. E. Vann; Delegates, J. E. Horne, Colen Lewis; 
Clerk, J. A. Tedder; Post Office, Iddo, Fla. 

Pleasant Hill, Taylor County-Pastor, Rev. J. W. Pierson; Delegate, J. P. Humphrey; Clerk, 
J. M. Hodges; Post Office, lake Joe, Fla. 

Pine Grove, Madison County-Pastor, ; Delegates, D. N. Webb, J. P. Sessions; Clerk, F. J. 
Blair; Post Office, I-Ianson, Fla. 

Pine Bluff, Madison County-Pastor, ; Delegate, represented by letter; Clerk, M. F. Fuquay; 
Post Office, Greenville, Fla. 

Riverside, Lafayette County-Pastor, Rev. L. J. Townsend; Delegate, W. M. Webb; Clerk, 
C. E. Frier; Post Office, Day, Fla. 

San Pedro, Taylor County-Pastor, ; Delegate, not represented; Clerk, F. S. Jackson; Post 
Office, Fenholloway, Fla. 

Triumph, Taylor County-Pastor, ; Delegate, R. F. Hacker; Clerk, Wm. Mills; Post Office, 
Stephensville, Fla. 

You will note thal the association had grown from n to 27 churches since its beginning in 
'1900. The spread had included Madison, Taylor, Jefferson, and Hamilton Counties. Antioch 
Church is shown as being in the latter county. 

We feel that an exhibit of the minutes for Wednesday, October '18 (first day of a three-day 
session), will be appropriate. The extracts follow: 

Wednesday Morning 

The introductory sermon was preached at 11 A. M. by Rev. Jno. F. Farnell, from 
'1 st Corinthians, 3d chapter and 9th verse. 

Wednesday Afternoon-2 O'clock P. M. 

At 2 o'clock P. M. the Middle Florida Baptist Association was called to order, 
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the former Moderator and Clerk being present. 
The roll oj churches was then called, and the letters brought forward and read 

by Rev. R. F. Hacker and H. B. Gibson, and the names of the messengers were 
enrolled. 

The Association was permanently organized by re-electing the former 
Moderator, Rev. Ino. T. Farnell, and H. B. Gibson, Clerk. 

Visiting brethren were then invited to seats with us and extended the cour­
tesies of the floor. Rev. I. A Davis, of the Florida Baptist Association, respon ded 
and was welcomed by the Moderator. 

Upon the call for petitionary letters, Bro. C l. Leggett, a member of Greenville 
church, presented a letter from his church asking for admission into the ,\ssoci­
ation. 

The letter was read by the Clerk and, on motion, Greenville Baptist church 
was admitted to membership of the ;\ssociation. The Moderator gave the hand 
of fellowship to Bro. C L. Leggett. 

Correspondents were then invited to seats with us and extended the co ur­
tesies of the floor. Rev. S. I. Mcleod, oj Waycross, Ga., representing the pulpit 
and press, responded and was welcomed by the Moderator. 

The Moderator appointed the following committees: 
1. Committee on Preaching-The Deacons of the entertaining church and 

brethren 1. W. Day and I. S. Pinson. 
2. Committee on Sunday Schools--Brethren C L. Leggett,S. M .. \I\organ, G. F. 

Andrews and H. B. Sheffield. 
3. Committee on Ministerial Support-Rev. I. R. Clements, Brethren 1. P. Ses­

sions and 1. S. Pinson. 
4. Committee on Woman's Work-Revs. R. F. Hacker, I. R. Clements, Brethren 

R. L. Williams and Martin Bishop. 
5. Committee on Deceased Ministers and Deacons-Brethren I. \V. Day, 

D. N. Webb, W. H. Haney and I. P. Webb. 
6. Committee on Nominations-Brethren A. C Townsend, D. W. Vann and 

I. W. Thomas. 
7. Committee on Ministerial Education-Rev. A. N. Woodard, Brethren 

Wesley Bishop and I. F. Hartsfield. 
8. Committee on Finance---Brethren 1. W. Day, I. W. Thomas, D. E. Thomas 

and D. W. BishOp. 
9. Committee on Missions-Revs. R. F. Hacker, A. N. vVoodard and Bro. I. F. 

Stokes. 
10. Committee on Temperance---Revs. R. F. Hacker, I. R. Clemenlts and Bro. 

I. W. Day. 
Arranged the time of meeting-TO meet at 9 o'clock A. M.; adjourn at 11 AM.; 

meet at 2 P. M., and adjourn at will. 
On motion, the election of messengers to the State Baptist Convention was 

passed till tomorrow. 
On motion, adjourned to meet at 9 A. .\1\. Thursday. Rev. 5. J. McLeod offered 

prayer. The Moderator pronounced the benediction. 

The year '1906 saw a break in the moderatorship. The Reverend I. R. Clements, a .\I\acedonia 
pastor, succeeded J. T. Farnell. Reverend Gibson continued as clerk, as did F. B. Williams as 
treasurer. The able Executive Committee included I. C Scruggs, H. B. Gibson, C. L. Leggett, 
lohn T. Woodard, and Treasurer F. B. Williams. The session was held at '" ew Hopeful Church, 
west of Madison. 

l)ue to the courtesy of Dr. E. Earl joiner, profound Florida Baptist historian and bright soul, 
we are able to stale that the 1907 session was held with the Greenville Baptist Church, Octo­
ber 23, 24, and 25. The officers were I. R. Clements, Moderator;H. B. Gibson, Clerk; 'and F. B. 
Williams, Treasurer. C. Bush, John Woodard, and F. B. Williams composed the Executive Com­
mittee. 

The 1908 annual meeting was with the Lamont Church in jefferson County. The Reverend 
john T. Farnell, by this time, was back at the post of moderator. The other officials remained 
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unchanged. We are necessarily passing over details of this meeting in order to ampl ify to some 
extent the year of 1909. 

FOCUS ON THE ANNUAL SESSION OF 1909 

We have determined that it might be the part of wisdom to deal with this meeting in some 
detail. The strong rural community organization, a fine era for the churches located in the 
farmlands, was still dominant in the territory covered by the Middle Florida Baptist Associ· 
ation. One of the two churches that came into affiliation with the Association on a delayed 
basis had shown up by this time. Madison Church was there with messengers J. r:. Hardee and 
Pastor W. R. Ivey. 

Elizabeth Church, the other holdout, is not shown as having sent messengers. However, the 
Association was taking shape, following its organization in '1900. The year 1909 marked the 
final year of service of two stalwarts on the Baptist scene. These were the Reverend J. T. Far­
nell, founding Moderator, and the Reverend H. B. Gibson, who had served as Clerk since '1901. 
Then, too, we have before us a well preserved copy of the minutes of that year, on loan from 
Mrs. Ruth Reams, who received them from Albert "Granddaddy" Reams, her late father-in­
law. 

The meeting was, of course, held with the Brewer (then spelled "Bruer") Lake Church, from 
Wednesday, October 20, on through Thursday and Friday. I n that period the officers were 
elected for the session at the beginning. Permanent organization was effected by re-electing 
the Reverend J. T. farnell, Moderator, and the Reverend H. B. Gibson as Clerk. Showing the 
custom still standard in Our Association, even before the election the body "held a prayer 
service at 9 A. M.". 

Further record of the Wednesday morning session reflects that the Reverend A. N. 
Woodard preached the introductory sermon, from Daniel 1:8. His text was, "But Daniel pur­
posed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor 
with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he 
might not defire himself." Whereupon, the Association adjourned until 1:30 P. M. 

Afternoon Session, Wednesday, October 20, 1909 

Opening the meeting after what surely was an abundant lunch, the Reverend Farnell, the 
Moderator, read the 50th Psalm. The Reverend R. F. Hacker offered prayer. The Moderator ap­
pointed (he usual slate of committees, including: On Preaching, pastor and deacons of the 
hest church; On Aged Ministers, the Reverend J. L. Rutherford, Brothers A. D. Campbell, and 
N. W. West; On Finance, Brothers C. L. Leggett, J. S. Pinson, 'i'. P. Williams, and N. D. Malone. 

The Orphanage Committee drew Brothers J. C. Scruggs, J. A. Johnson, and J. W. Andrews; 
Missions was represented by the Reverend A. N. Woodard, Brothers J. f. Andrews, and J. P. 
Morgan; Sunday Schools, Brothers C. A. Denmark, John Tamplin, J. R. Mullis, and J. J. Farnell. 

The membership of the Committee on Women's Work was interesting. In tho~;e days "the 
liberty of the floor" (speaking in the Association) was not often allowed to women, no matter 
how great their piety. So the brethren, aware of this point, appointed on the Women\ Work 
Committee: the Reverend W. R. Ivey, Brethren A. Reams and B. C. Webb, an all-male unity. 
J. E. Hardee was appointed to the Committee on Baptist Young People's Union (BYf'U) and 
asked to handle it alone. 

Brother Farnell called for correspondents and invited VISiting brethren to "seats with us" (a 
still prevailing custom). Accepting this invitation were: Brother Lewis Entzminger, Secretary of 
the BYPU and Sunday School work; Sister 5. D. Harper, agent of The Florida Baptist Witness; 
the Reverend J. R. Wells, Suwannee Association; the Reverend Moses Ward, Mercer Associ­
ation (Georgia);, the Reverend S. S. Proctor, Central Association; and the Reverend J. E. Cle­
ments of the Old florida Association. 

The order of business was set aside, and Brother Entzminger delivered an address on mis­
sions. A careful search of the records does not indicate that Sister Harper ever received the 
"liberty of the flOOL" It is assumed that she worked individually among the messengers in pro­
moting the circulation of The Witness. A bit further Over it is shown that "the Chairman of the 
Committee on Women's Work was allowed more time to prepare his report and file it with 
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lhe clerk in time tor printing." 
Moseley Hall and Sirmans Churches presented their letters by "the hands of their 

messengers and, on motion, they were received and the right hand of fellowshi p was ex­
tended to the messengers by the Moderator." There was an evening service, with preaching 
by the Reverend J. R. Wells, from Romans 1 :14. The evening was concluded by taking a collec­
tion for State Missions, amounting (0 $"14.58. 

Thursday-Second Dav 

The Reverend H. B. Gibson, the Clerk, offered the opening prayer. Previously, the' Reverend 
Farnell, the Moderator, had read Psalms, second chapter. Bethel Church was received into 
membership. The Reverend S. B. Cole, Madison Pastor, was chosen to preach the 11 o'clock 
sermon. Delegates to State Convention in Gainesville. January 26, 19101, were chosen on 
voluntary basis: the Reverends W. R. Ivey, 5. B. Cole, J. T. Farnell; Brethren J. E. Hardee, J. C. 
Scruggs, C. C. Rawls, A. M. Warren, Jno. \11/. Day, F. B. Williams, and C. A. Denmark. 

Much of rhursday morning was given to reading and discussing reports. The ty1issions Re­
port was "spoken to" by the Reverends A. 0:. Woodard, S. S. Proctor, VV'. R. Ivey, and S. B. 
Cole. It was "laid on the table to be taken up again al1:3D P. M." One sentence is too good to 
miss: "It is no longer the question of whether we will take the Gospel to the heathen and 
Christianize them, but whether we will allow them to bring their heathen faith into this 
Gospel Land of ours." 

The reports of the Executive Committee and other details consumed the rest of the morn­
ing. One point of emphasis was stressed, that the people get behind the Fiflh Sunday Meeting 
(earlier called the "Union Meeting"). This was held on the fifth Sundays, on which most 
churches did not hold regular sessions. The record comes back to reflect that Reverend Cole 
did preach at 11 o'clock. with his text being "Am I My Brother's Keeper?'" 

The afternoon session of Thursaay, OcLober 21, saw the conlinuance of comminee 
presentations and discussion. New Prospect Church presented a petitionary letter by its pas­
tor, and was duly received with the righl hand of fellowship. 

The report of the Temperance Committee rang out clearly on the liquor question:" As Bap­
tist people we are unchangingly opposed to the use or sale of intoxicaling drinks." The report 
indicated that "10101,010101 men and women go to a drunkard's grave in the Uniled States each 
year." It allowed, further, lhat "45 per cent 01 the idiols are prodtJcts of the saloon." 

Some note of distress was shown In the language of the report on the Stale of the Churches. 
It said, "There is a great lack of orthodoxy and of the missionary spirit ,lmong our Baptisl 
Churches." 

Friday, morning and afternoon, was given o'/er to more committee reports, and appoint­
ment of committees: Foreign Missions, W. R. Ivey; I-lome Ivlission5, J. C. Scruggs; State \,jis­
sions, A. N. Woodard; Ministerial Education, J. W. Day; Temperance, C. C. Rawls; Stale of 
Churches, J. E. Hardee; Ministerial Support, T. A. Evins; Sunday Schools, W. B. Davis; 
Orphanage, C. L. Leggett; and Woman's Work, I. R. Clements. General miscellaneous matters 
were handled, including a commitment lO meet with Hopewell Baptist Church, six miles 
south of Madison, Florida, at a time to be named by the Executive Commitlee. 

Members of the Executive Commitlee were S. B. Cole, W. R. Ivey, H. 6. Cibson, G. W. Ted­
der, and F. B. \lVilliams. Further records show that the meeting date at Hopewell, as selected 
by the Executive Commitlee, was October 6 and 7,19101. 

We recur to the report of Women's Work, with no desi'e to appear as laboring the poinl 
that women's work at the Association was handled by men wilh the ladies excluded from 
speaking. The report has so much insight and is so forward-looking lhat we return to it to give 
an excerpt from the printed presentalion; 

We have never learned to appreciale fully the great possibilities of VVomen's 
Work. The rapid advancement they have made along all lines of benevolent and 
Christiar: work is one of the marvels of this age. Thei I' aim for years was "Go For­
ward" and the great forward movement in our Southern Zion for the past twenly 
years has been largely due to the persistent, unfaltering, consecrated efforts of 
our noble sislers. Their motto is "The people that know their Cod shall be strong 
and do exploits" (Daniel 11:J2) 
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Before giving some general Information on the 1909 session, we wish to give brief sentences 
from Mr. Gibson's minutes relating to bringing the session to a close: "On motion it was or­
dered that the clerk be paid $20.00 for his services and be reimbursed for stationery. Due mo­
tion to adjourn was passed. 'What A Friend We Have in lesus' was sung. The parti ng hand was 
extended." 

Enrollment of Messengers at the 1909 Annual Session 

Aucilla-\. H. Whiddon and). L. Bishop 
Antioch-J. P. Morgan and Eugene Morgan 
Athena-Not represented 
Bruer Lake--D. W. Townsend, John W. Day, A. D. Townsend and C. M. Barrs 
Beulah-B. C. Webb, J. R. Henderson and J. A. lohnson 
Bethel-J. E. Herring and B. I. Knight 
Cabbage Grove--Not represented 
Central-I. C. Scruggs and). R. Mullis 
Greenville--A. Reams and C. L Leggett 
Hopewell-W. D. Lamb and G. W. Moore 
Harmony-A. D. Campbell and). W. Andrews 
Live Oak (now ML Olive)-I. S. Pinson and C. I. Harvell 
Luther (Shady Grove)-By letter 
Lee--j. L. Rutherford and Sister C. M. Frier 
Lamont-T. P. Williams and lesse Walker 
Macedonia-----G. W. johnson, F. B. Williams and I. T Woodard 
Midway-A. W. Webb and W. D. Malone 
Madison-W. R. Ivey and I. E. Hardee 
Mt. Moriah-Joel I. Farnell and Noah West 
ML Gilead-W. F. Vann 
Moseley Hall-Gus Shaw and Sister Mamie Sanders 
New Hope--By letter 
New Hopeful-W. B. Gibson 
New Macedonia-----J. F. Andrews and Sister Elma Slaughter 
New Prospect-By petitionary letter and pastor 
Oakland-Not represented 
Pleasant Grove (L)-J. M. Smith, D. L. Ezell, W. O. Lyons, and S. C. Buchanan 
Pleasant Grove (T)-J. W. A. Grantham and P. A. Dice 
Pleasant Hill-Not represented 
Pine Grove--A. M. Warren and john W. Kiser 
Pine Bluff-Not represented 
Perry-So B. Cole and I. K. Jonnson 
River Side-Lawrence leggett, W. D. Purvis and Joe Tamplin 
San Pedro-C. A. Denmark and F. E. Carrin 
Sirmons--T. L. Goodman and G. R. Vann 
Triumph-C. C. Rawls 

Pastors, Clerks, and Baptisms 

You will have to recall that many churches held services only one Sunday each month in 
1909. Some of the churches had no pastors, as reflected in minutes. But it ought to be bracing 
to take this stroll down the back way of the years. 

CHURCH 

Aucilla 
Antioch 
Bruer Lake 

PASTOR 

T. A. Evins 
A. N. Woodard 
S. S. Proctor 
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CLERK 

J. H. Whiddon 
W. L Frier 
W. J. lohnson 

NO. BAPTISMS 

"15 
1 
3 



Beulah T. M. Webb J. F. Stokes 
Central T. A. Evins J. C Scruggs 2'1 
Greenville J. T Lee J. Vi. Bishop n 
Hopewell R. F. Hacker B. F. Kelly 3 
Harmony Mose Ward ". W. Campbell 5 
Live Oak W. A. Kelly J. S. \Villiams 4 
Luther J. E. Vann R. L. Williams 
Lee R. F. Hacker A. F. Stroud 2 
Lamont T. A Evins T P. Williams 5 
Macedonia J. T. Farnell W. B. Rye 17 
Madison W. R. Ivey ]. J. Conway 9 
Midway J. F. Parker ]. T. Jones 3 
Moseley Hall R. F. Hacker 
Mt. Moriah J. T. Farnell J. H. Williams 6 
Mt. Gilead J. E. Vann W. E. Vann 7 
New Hope R. E. Parnell J. B. Connell 12 
New Hopeful J. L. Rutherford 5. C. Warren 3 
New Macedonia A N. Woodard J. F. Andrews 2 
Oakland 
Pleasant Grove (L) S. S. Proctor l. 5. G. Lawson 2 
Pleasant Grove (T) W. 5 Kelly J. A. Tedder 2 
Pine Grove A. N. Woodard T.]. Blair 
Pine Bluff Wm. Carraway F. M. Fuqua 
Perrv 5. B. Cole W. E. Innman 14 
River Side L I. Townsend Jesse Frier 10 
San Pedro L. R. Clements M. A Parker 5 
Sirmans Mose Ward J. S. Day 9 
Triumph W.W.Mills 

Woman's Missionary Society 

There is a very brief report on Woman's Missionary Work. Mrs. Lon Walker is shown as the 
President. Mrs. Walker lived in Aucilla. At .'vladison, Mrs. W. R. Ivey is shown as President. 
Contributions for missions ran $154.62. Mrs. S. H. Peacock was President at Perry, with con­
tributions for Missions and Benevolences of 531.06. 

B. Y. P. U. 

The Baptist Training Union was in 1909 called the Baptist Young People's Union. O. M. 
Bowers is shown as president, with contributions of $4.14. Mrs. C. T. Culpepper, of Perry, 
headed the Sunbeam Band as president. Contributions were 55.00. 

Ministers in the Association 

We owe so much, both spiritually and culturally, to the leadership of ,\I\inisters that we felt 
it appropriate to give the list for the Association in 1909. 

Those who had been ordained were; I. R. Clements, Day; S. B. Cole, Perry; J. C. Connell, De­
Land; J. T. Farnell, Day; H. B. Gibson, Madison; J. M. Hampton, Aucilla; \'1l R. Ivey, Madison; 
J. T. Lee, Rochelle, Ga.; J. T. Montgomery, Aucilla; J. l.. Rutherford, Lee; W. I'v\. Tamplin, Dowl­
ing Park; L. J. Townsend, Mayo; J. E. Vann, Shady Grove; S. C. Warren, Hanson; and A. N. 
Woodard, Madison. 

The licensed Ministers included J. T. Bennett, Madison; A T. Cornett, Madison; and i'-:oah 
West, Day. 
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Statistical Look at 1909 

Brother F. B. Williams, Associational Treasurer, gave his report, showing a healthy balance 
of $320.64. Baptisms stood at 179 for the year. Taken in by letter were 87, with a total increase 
over the previous report of 286. Of course, there were losses, leaving the net increase at 168; 
with a total membership of 1971. 

Total for pastors' salaries ran $3093.00, with the Madison salary being $1000, the highest. As· 
sociational Missions placed at $129.14; Foreign Missions amounted to $126.43; total for all ex· 
tension purposes was $6861.97. Property was valued at $20,970.00. 

There were 15 churches having Sunday Schools, with 747 pupils, and gifts of $100.97 for 
benevolences and missions (out of a total of $226.29). 

We see our Association and churches passing through a rather depressed time. However, 
the Baptists are reflected as busy in the Lord's work, holding steadily to the road of faith and 
hope. 

MOVING TOWARD THE 1920's 

Great challenges lay before America as it faced the decade of '1910 to 1920. A world can· 
flagration was on the horizon. An epidemic of influenza would tragically sweep the nation 
and over much of the world. Transportation and farming would move toward mechanization. 
America was to become a world power. The problems of economy and growth would pose 
many tests for our people. 

Many nostalgic items would become shrouded in the passing of time, leavi ng trailing 
memories behind. The porch "wash shelf" with basins set in cut·out circles, the cedar well· 
bucket, home·made lye soap, the towel set on rollers, the drinking gourd, would joi n mos· 
quito nets, kerosene lamps, open fireplaces, Porter's Antiseptic Healing Oil, and old· 
fashioned organs in taking the backroad of oblivion. Community peanut shellings and square 
dances would join this caravan of yesterday. 

The first big happening in our Middle Florida Missionary Baptist Association was that the 
leadership, so long in the hands of the ministry, passed to laymen. Judge W. B. Davis was 
elected Moderator at the annual meeting at Hopewell, October 6 and 7, '19'10. Elected as Clerk 
to serve with him was Ardis Warren, a deacon of the Pine Grove Church. Judge Davis served 
in this post during 19"10 and 1911. Brother Warren continued to 1917. The Reverend S. B. Cole 
was chosen Moderator in '1912 and held the post until the end of this decade and over in the 
next period. In the Clerk's post, Theo Leslie served '19'18, 1919, and '1920. 

Central Church in Aucilla entertained the 13th Annual Session, November 6 and 7, '19'12. It 
should be noted that F. B. Williams was still Treasurer, The meeting was opened with the 
usual service of songs and prayers. The Reverend T. E. Elgin preached from Matthew 11 :28, 
"Come unto Me and I will give you rest." It is noted that in the appointment of committees, 
Mrs. J. T. Wilkes, Mrs. Robert Bunting, and Miss Mabel Frier drew the assignment on Woman's 
Work. 

The reports show that J. C. Scruggs was the only deacon to be called home that year, havi ng 
passed September 12, 1912, He left a bracing record of faithfulness in the Master's Cause. Re· 
port from the ladies showed there were 10,580 missionary societies (5, B, C.). Harmony 
seemed to mark each moment of the meeting. Membership showed 2097, with 149 baptisms. 

The 1913 Session was at San Pedro Church in Taylor County, N ovem ber 5,6, and 7 (note eX" 
tra day). S. B, Cole was in the Moderator's chair and Ardis Warren was still Clerk. Brother F. B. 
Williams remained at the Treasurer's post. The Executive Committee was composed of A. M. 
Warren, I. R. Mullis, M, W. Marshall,S. A. Cross, and W. E. Inman. Com mittees and order of 
business followed the usual custom. However, the Moderator, "if he deemed it necessary is 
authorized to appoint a committee on Committees"-a custom that held for many years. 

The Reverend AN, Woodard preached from the 16th Chapter of Mark, 15th and 'I(ilh 
Verses. The Committee on State of the Churches bore down on better compensation for 
preachers. They enjoined, "It is more blessed to give than to receive, and a laborer is worthy 
of his hire." 

The Association, it was recorded, was shocked to learn that "a pastor nearby in another as· 
sociation had been found guilty of unsound doctrine." Brother Cole, in a session marked by 
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the usual harmony and orderly transaction of business, gave the benediction. 
The 1915 Annual Meeting was entertained by ,\!\adison Church. Brethren Cole and Warren 

were still in the posts of leadership in what appears, always to the glory of The Master, a har­
monious and constructive session. 

The year 1916 found the Association meeting with the. Perry Church, i\ovember 14, 15, and 
'16. Brother F. B. Williams was still Treasurer. The practice of having standing committees to 
carryon associational work is shown in the appointment of these chairmen; State Missions, 
J. T. Farnell; Home Missions, J. T. Bennett; Foreign ,\-jissions, 1. A. Kirtley; Education, A. M. 
Parker; Sunday School, S. C. Warren; Temperance, W. A. Cate; Periodicals, W. B. Davis; 
Orphanage, J. O. Culpepper; State of Churches, R. F. Hacker; Deceased Ministers, 'rom Kent; 
Ministerial Support, Theo Leslie; Woman's Work, supplied by Women's Missionary Society; 
and Nominations, Frank Andrews. 

A paragraph in the Report of the State of the Churches reads: "There is a serious need for a 
closer relationship between our churches; our Filth Sunday meetings should be better atten­
ded and a more brotherly fellowship cultivated." 

By and large, the minutes show that it was a meeting marked by the even flow of business, 
good fellowship, and devotion. Membership ran 2604, with 154 baptisms. 

Registration for World War I came June 4, 1917. That year the Middle Florida Missionary 
Baptist Association met with Midway Church. Brethren S. B. Cole, Ardis Warren, and F. B. 
Williams were still in leadership. Though the clouds of war were circling, the meeting was 
calm and dedicated. S. B. Rogers, eminent State leader, was present. The pastors, by way of 
emphasizing missions, were requested to preach on this subject at least once each quarter. 
There was agreement to return to October for the annual meetings. 

Some caution about public education was shown in the Report on EdLlcati on. We quote: 
"In our State Colleges and public schools we find a very small number of presidents, profes­
sors, and teachers to be devout Christians. By this the tendency of the ':;tate Colleges and 
public schools are not toward spiritual development, but just the reverse." Then came a 
strong plea for support of denominational schools. 

The plan for grouping churches into fields so that they could have one pastor was given en­
dorsement. It is noted that Brother Warren was paid $20.00 for his services as Clerk. Women's 
work appeared flourishing, with money raised amounting to $685.26. The ladies, too, it should 
be noted, were operating their division themselves. 

rlu was raging in 1918. The meeting at Riverside, November 26, was composed of only a 
corporal's guard of the faithful. In this number were John Woodard, Bart Williams (Treasurer), 
Carl W. Burnett, S. B. Cole, Theo Leslie,S. K. Driggers, J. E. Denmark, W. N. Webb; and from 
Riverside, A. U. Mills, C. N. Frier, and J. C. Frier, In the absence of Ardis Warren, Theo Leslie 
was elected Secretary. 

The meeting was opened by singing "My Faith Looks Up To Thee" and reading of the sec­
ond chapter of Acts. The only item of business, other than receiving letters, was the reception 
of Pinetta Church into membership of the Association. Brother Cole gave the right hand of 
fellowship to the delegate present. His name was not shown in the minutes. The list oi the 
honored dead included 40 names, many taken by the flu epidemic, it is surmised. But brighter 
days lie ahead. 

We move to the end of the decade, to 1919. That year the Association met with the Lee 
Church, October "14 and 15. In the posts of leadership were S. B. Cole, Moderator (absent), 
Theo Leslie, Clerk (or Secretary), and F. B. Williams, I reasurer. The Executive Committee was 
made up of J. E. Harrell, W. L. Weaver, J. R. Mullis, J. Vickers, and C. F. Andrews. 

Prices had not begun to dip iollowing wartime inflation. The boys who had Sling so lustily, 
"Over There" an.d "It's A Long Way To Tipperary" were coming back to an exhilarated home­
land, though this was somewhat subdued by the fact that some of their companions were 
sleeping the sleep near Argonne Forest and along the Meuse River. 

Pisgah Church applied for membership and was duly accepted. In the absence of the 
Moderator, J. T. Farnell, long-time servant, was called (0 preside. The devotional, meanwhile, 
had been conducted bv the Reverend M. L Fowler for the Wednesday morning service 

The Executive Committee continued emphasis on the Union :Yleetings, urged that a Bible 
Institute be held wherever possible, and rallied our people to the support of the Seventy-five 
Million Dollar Campaign. Both prayer and financial support were urged. A Committee on 
Nominations was activated. It endorsed F. B. Williams as Treasurer; preacher for Introductory 
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Sermon, R. F. Hacker; the Missionary Sermon by A. M. Parker. 
The ladies, in a report submitted by D. F. Barry and Mrs. Eddie Bunting, asked for more hear­

ty support of the missionary effort. Mrs. W. A. Gates, it is recorded, gave a four-minute speech 
in support of the $75,000,000 Campaign. 

Pastors salaries ran $5,747.79. Evidently there were no church buildings of masonry, as the 
total value is given at $8500. Baptisms were 129. The memb8rship stood at 2848. The move­
ment was forward! 

The 1920's in Review 

The 1920'5 heralded much change. The war economy had cushioned the coming of the 
Mexican Boll Weevil. This devastating insect virtually stopped cotton production and closed 
the Florida Manufacluring Company, the world's largest processing plant of Sea Island Long 
Cotton. With the cooling off of wartime inflation, our farmers faced a new day and new 
challenges. 

This was the decade of emphasis on soil conservation, improvement of livestock, foreslry, 
and diversified farming programs. The rapid-fire advance of the automobile broug.ht good 
roads and filling stations on almost every roadside. On the national scene, our youngsters 
were reacting to the war-bred liberty, and Clara Bow was starring in roles thal brought her the 
title of the "original 'I\' girl." 

But God's work went on. October "12 and 13, 1920 saw the Middle Florida Baplist Associ­
ation meeting in its 21st Annual Session, with Elizabeth Church in Jefferson County. The 
Reverend S. B. Cole was Moderator and Theo Leslie, a layman from the Madison Ch urch, was 
Secretary. F. B. Williams was in his old post of Treasurer. I. E. Hardee, J. R. Mullis, W. L. 
Weaver, Carl W. Burnett, and G. F. Andrews made up the Executive Committee. 

The Association, following a custom brought on possibly by war conditions in 1917, met in 
the opening session at 2:00 P. M. The Reverend W. W. Willian, from the State Board of Mis­
sions, was on hand and was asked to preach. Reverend Cole activated his authorization to ap­
point a Committee on Committees. A. M. Parker, W. M. Scruggs, and A. D. Townsend drew 
this assignment. 

You have the time and place. Would you not like to pull back the curtains of time and see 
who the messengers were at this session 7 

Antioch, W. M. Morgan; Aucilla, G. T. Bishop; Beulah, C. B. Webb, J. F. Stokes, 
and J. L. Stokes; Bethel, J. B. Head; Brewer Lake, Fred Parker, C. Fowler, Thomas 
Bell, Jennie Fowler; Central, Joel Walker, E. L. Hamrick, Elsie Lewis, Lizzie Stanley; 
Greenville, G. F. Andrews, C. L. Leggett, A. Reams,)' H. Andrews; Harmony, Z. T. 
Andrews, J. !\. Bailey; Lamont, C. J. Reams, l.. E. lohn Parker; Live Oak, J. S. Pin­
son, E. H.·Smith; Macedonia, F. B. Williams, Carl W. Burnett; Madison, W. B. 
Davis, Theo Leslie, B. F. Hamrick, W. C. Tayior; Midway, D. E. Thomas, Lewis 
Hale, A. M. Sapp, Fenton Webb; Moseley Hall, J. R. O'Quinn, Mt. Gilead, J. R. 
Vann, A. J. Aman; Mt. Moriah, J. H. Williams, G. E. Barrs; New Hopeful, Miss 
Susie Humphrey, Sylvester Harris; New Macedonia, Paul Bishop, Joe Andrews; 
Oakland, C. J. Wilson; Oak Grove, Robert Hollingworth, Eustace Blair; Perry, 
W. B. Davis, J. O. Culpepper, Mrs. W. B. Davis, Mrs. J. O. Culpepper; Pinetta, F. J. 
Blair, E. W. Kinsey; Pleasant Grove (L), J. R. Brumbley, !\. D. Townsend, J. H. 
Smith; Pisgah, Cuthbert Parker; Riverside, W. C. Winderweedle; San Pedro, F. E. 
Carrin, J. S. Parker, John Carrin; Sirmans, T. P. Vann, and Mrs. R. C. Reams. 

The usual committees were appointed. The Foreign Missions report look the position lhal 
World War I had opened the doors of Europe and that "fields were ri pe unto harve,!." Thi s re­
port decried the fact that our Association had been careless in the area of missions. A total of 
$51,654.00 is reflected. There were '16'1 baptisms. Church property had risen to $43,989.00 in 
value, Greenville Church led with a sanctuary valued at $1'1,467.00 and a pastorium placed at 
$2,000.00 

Pleasant Grove in Taylor County entertained the Association October 10 and 1"1,192'1. Ma­
jor officials remained the same: the Reverend S. B. Cole, Moderator, and Bart Williams, Treas­
urer. But there was one change destined to bring a record to our Association, in the clerkship. 
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Carl W. Burnett, a young layman from Macedonia and a member ot the Executive Commlltee, 
was elecled Clerk. He held this position in subseque!lt years for 46 years, a longer period than 
any man ever ,erved in this post in the Southern Baptist Convention. 

In addition to the usual committees, the Reverend A. F. O'Kelly was appointed chairman of 
the 75 Million Dollar Campaign. The full program of the \.Vomen·s Missionarv Union meeting 
held at Pleasant Grove (L) was ordered carried;!l lhe minutes .. \~iss Susie Humphrey is shown 
as the recording secrelary. 

The meeling is reflected as being busine,s l~ke and very orderly. There were 2:2.3 baptisms; 
the membership is shown at 2805. 

The years from 1922 to 1927 might be described as the "orderly 1920's." S. B. Cole, .'viodera­
tor; Carl 'vV. Burnett, Clerk; and F. B. Wil:iams, Treasurer. were on hand and in their ac­
c~JSlomed places at each session. In '1922 evidence is given that the laymen's movement was 
becoming prominenl. A strong committee of C. r. Andrews, A. I. Parker, F. M. Dukes, W. L. 
Tooke, and ,"-.. F. O'Kelly was appointed. Bible study in stewardship, reading of the Florida 
Baptist Witness, and missions were selected as areas for improvement. This movement, we are 
aware, grew to become the Brotherhood, so vital in our religious life. 

Brewer Lake entertained the Association in 192" wilh the same officials. Foreign missions is 
given a separate report. The idea of how missions keep a group growing and v'i brant is brought 
out in this presentation. Membership was 2904, and baptisms, 139. 

Central, in leiferson County (Aucilla), entertained the group in 1924. Again, the officials 
were the same. However, W. L. Weaver of Perry was chosen as Moderator, the first layman 
since W. B. Davis in 1911. The laymen's movement is shown as gatheri ng force as a result of a 
south-wide convention of laymen held in Memphis, Tennessee, the preceding February. The 
75 Million Dollar Campaign was evidently being pushed vigorously by the denominational 
leader,hip, as shown by the ample space given to the report. Baptisms were 288, up over the 
preceding year. Membership was 30-19. 

The 1925 session saw the Reverend A. I. Presion as Moderator and Brethren Burnett and 
Williams at their accustomed posts. Afternoon opening meetings were cont.inuing. The treas­
ury showed $95.91, but "even with the world" at the end of the meeting when bi lis had been 
paid. The Baptist Young People's Unions (B. Y. P. U.) showed growing interest. There were 
529 Unions in Florida, and emphasis was being placed on Spanish-speaking extension. Signi ng 
the report were: Henry F. Bird, M. I. Fowler, and D. E. Thomas. It is noted thata page is dedi­
caled to the memory of the Reverend I. M. Connor, the Reverend T. I. Farnell (first Madera" 
tor), and the Reverend W. M. Tampling. All were vibrant leaders who served faithfully in the 
Middle Florida Baptist Association. 

The Association was back home at its birthplace, Macedonia, in 1926. ludge W. B. Davis 
was again al the post of Moderator, with Brethren Burnett and Williams continuing ,heir usual 
services. This was the year of the tropical hurricane, but the reports and orderly business show 
progress. There was a report on Junior Baptist Colleges, reflecting the usual interest in educa­
tion. A page is dedicated to the memory of slalwart servant of the Master, W. 5. Kelly. There 
were 161 baptisms, and church property was valued at $49547.7R. 

In the '1927 session at New Macedonia, Judge Davis, Moderator, upon authority of the /\s­
sociation, appointed A. N. Woodard, R. R. Ware, and I. P. Wood as a committee to lead in col­
lecting a carload of supplies for the Florida Baptist Children's Home. During the session T. N. 
lones was elected Assistant Moderator. Time for the Fifth Sunday Meetings was extended to 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. 

In'1929 the Association met in its 30th session with the First Baptist Church of Madison. 
ludge Davis and Carl W. Burnett were in their accustomed places. As we look to the coming 
of the decade of the "1930's, when the shadows of the Great Depression rested over the land, it 
appears that the'call of the roll of ordained ministers holding membership at that time in lhe 
Middle Florida Baptist Association might be appropriate: 

Athena-M. I. Howell, Carbur, Fla. 
Brewer Lake-,'vi. J. Fowler, G. G. Ward, Day, Fla. 
Greenville-I\. T. Camp, Greenville, Fla. 
Macedonia-A. I\J. Woodard, Lee, Fla. 
Madison-W.I. Ray, Madison, Fla. 
New Home-W. A. J3arrow, Madison, Fla. 
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Oakland-S. K. Wilson, Perry, Fla. 
Pinetta-A. M. Parker, Pinetta, fla. 
Pine Grove--S. C. Warren, Madison, Fla. 
Sirmans---A. M. Rowe, Ebb, Fla. 

And so, as we pass to other and more recent days, we pay tribute to the memory of these 
noble Soldiers of the Cross. Their passing to rich rewards has thinned their ranks. We are ac­
quainted with the Reverend M. J. fowler of Day, Florida, who, blessedly, has lived to see the 
year of the American Bicentennial. Thanks to the Master of Men for them all. 

When the 31st annual session of the Middle Florida Missionary Baptist Association met at 
Elizabeth, October 28 and 29, 1930, John F. McCall had succeeded Judge W. B. Davis as 
Moderator, and Carl W. Burnett was still running up his record ten ure as Association a erk. 
Like the succeeding year, it was a time of adjustment in the American economy as well as in 
the life of our churches. 

In 1931, the Association returned to its place of origin, Macedonia, with Brethren McCall 
and Burnett at their same posts. 

A BROADER LOOK AT THE 1930's 

This is 1932, a year that has been marked on the historical calendar of the nation. This was 
the year that Franklin D. Roosevelt came to the office of President under the promise of a 
"New Dea1." We have referred to the stalemated condition of our economic life. 

The Middle Florida Missionary Baptist Association met on schedule, coming again to 
Macedonia, October 25 and 26, the only time one church entertained the Association for two 
successive years. Brother McCall was still Moderator, but J. J. Farnell had been elected Oerk, a 
post he held until 1936. He was the son of the Reverend I. T. Farnell, the first Moderator. 

We have chosen 1932 for amplification because it was the first year of the American eco­
nomic crisis. Then, too, it reflects our Baptist people "keeping their chins up," if we may be 
pardoned for the use of this language. 

A good point to begin seems to be to give the roll of messengers. Incidentally, thi s will also 
show the churches holding membership in the Middle Florida Baptist Association. 

Athena-D. D. Whitfield, Eliza Radcliff, Mrs. D. D. Whilfield 
Antioch-John Woods, H. Iv\.. Frier 
Aucilla-Mr. and Mrs. G. T. Bishop, J. T. Bishop 
Beulah-Mary Robinson, E. S. Robinson 
Brewer Lake--T. A. Bell, loell. Farnell, Mrs. I. P. Lynch, Mrs. I. T. Farnell 
Burton-Mrs. W. J. Lundy, W. H. Godwin, W. C. Denmark, E. I. Tedder 
Central-Rev: J. T. Montgomery, Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Dulton, I. A. Sparks, Miss Ethel Bishop 
Elizabeth-Charles Walker, Mrs. I. G. Walker, Mrs. I. E. Lewis, Mrs. R. L. Stanley, Staten 

Howell 
Friendship-Mr. and Mrs. M. L. Mann, L. O. Woodward, C. P. Jenki ns 
Foley-Mrs. M. H. Bagley, Mrs. S. A. Touchton 
Greenville--G. F. Andrews, Mrs. J. P. Taylor, J. R. Laney, Mrs. A. D. Reams, Mrs. Lillie War-

ren 
Hopewell-S. A. Lamb, L. F. Rutherford, A. W. Kelly, I. B. Kelly 
Lee--D. E. McCall, Mrs. L. A. Lamb, Olin Rutherford, Mrs. S. A. Kinsey 
lamont-Mrs. W. R. Sherman. W. H. Walker, I. D. Beatty 
Macedonia-O. A. Hendersoll, lohn Mercer, Carl W. Burnetl, Irvin McCullough 
Moseley Hall-Mrs. A. E. Sanders, S. H. Andrews, S. R. Sapp, Leon Andrews 
Midway-W. M. Terry, lohn Hale, Lee Hicks, J. H. Phillips 
Mayo-T.). Funderburk, Rena B. Winderweedle, Mrs. R. Mosely, Mrs. H. L. Winderweedle, 

Mrs. Annie Frederick 
Madison-Col.). F. McCall, W. L. Tooke, Mrs. R. B. Bryan, Mrs. W. L. Maxwell, W. C. Bailey 
Mt. Gilead-H. G. Watts 
Mt. Olive--M. T. Bridges, E. H. Smith, W. H. Phillips 
New Home-;-Milledge Bass, Agnes Bass 
New Macedonia-Tommie Barclay 
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New Hopeful-Claude Wilson, T. J. Harrell, A.B. Franklin, C. W. Johnson 
New Prospect-George Bass, Mrs. Jessie 13ass 
Oakland-VV. H. Young, W. B. Whiddon 
Pleasant Grove (T}--':>. W. Tedder, Dasia McMullen 
Perry-D. F. Blanton, F. 5. Jackson, Mrs. E. M. Hicks, Mrs .. vt T. Swift, Rev. W. A. Coward 
Pinetta-M. G. Law, Neil Law, E. W. Kinsey, Miss Abbie Wigglesworth, G. W. Young 
Pisgah-Solon Smith 
Pine Grove--,\rdis Warren, T. H. Meeks 
Riverside--VV. C. Winderweedle, Herman Frier, .vliss Verdie Mills 
San Pedro-H. J. Westberry, H. S. Parker 
Sirmans--L. H. Bailey, Mrs. M. T. Chason 
Sundown-Wright Shackleford, V. L. Hagerman, \·Vill Blanton 
Churches not represented were: Bethel (to Suwannee), Harmony (by letter), Stephensville, 

and Pleasant Grove (L). 
The records show the Reverend Ray Smith As Assistant Moderator and Deacon O. A Hen­

derson as Treasurer. When the gavel sounded Tuesday, October 25, 1932, it was noted that Dr. 
eM. Brittain, long-time and valiant servant of Florida Baptists, was present. The devotional 
was conducted by the Reverend A. M. Parker, from the third chapter of Malachi. Appointed 
on the Time and Place Committee for the next year were G. F. Andrews, W. C. Bailey, and the 
Reverend 5. G. Ward, 

On Wednesday, Oc:tober 26, 1932, in the morning session, a committee was authorized "to 
get behind a movement for organizing our young people in the B. Y. P. U. (Baptist Young 
People's Union) work of this Association." Appointed to this significant committee were the 
Reverend E. B. rvans, chairman, Mrs. C. C. Lovett, Miss Ivlable Evans, Miss Kathleen Weaver, 
and Miss Abbie Wigglesworth. 

Further in the meeting the request was made that the B. Y. P. U., along with the Sunday 
School, give emphasiS to the rural churches, or churches that have not served in the past two 
years. Too. the idea of simultaneous revivals was introduced. 

On these high notes we pass to other days, pointing out that 319 baptisms and a total mem­
bership of 3915 were reported for the year. 

October 24 and 25,1933, saw the Association in its annual session, meeting with Brewer 
Lake Church in Lafayette County. The Reverend Ray Smith had come to the post of Moderator 
and J.}' Farnell was clerk. It was a session marked by the usual good harmony and inspiring 
fellowship. 

We pass to 1934. This year, October 30 and 31, Greenville Church was host to the Associ­
ation. The Reverend A. M. Parker had joined Brother Farnell in the posts of leadership of the 
floor and other deliberations. T. N. Jones was Vice-moderator and Deacon O. A Henderson 
was Treasurer. 

Early in the session Carl W. Burnett offered a constitutional amendment to include chair 
persons of standing commiitees ex officio messengers to the Association. This was' adopted. 
W. G. Stracener was elected Assistant Vice-moderator. Visitors recognized included T. J. 
Johns, the Reverend Joseph Bell (Lafayette (\ssociation), and Dr. C. M. Brittain and wife. 

Reports reflect that the B. Y. P. U. movement was making healthy strides. The officers of the 
new organization were W. Buford Selman, Director; T. P. McLeod, Jr., Associate Director; and 
Broward Jackson, Secrel~rv-Treasurer. The grouo agreed to meet quarterly, twice Association­
wide and twice by districts. This session, aside from the usual harmony, inspiration, and 
fellowship, seems to have been marked with a growing sense of the associational approach to 
God's work. 

The annual meeting of 1935, October 29 and 30, found the group back at Macedonia. The 
Reverend W. G. Stracener was Moderator and Brother Farnell was continuing as Oerk. G. 
Frank Andrews was Assistant Moderator, and Deacon Henderson, Treasurer. 

On the first day (Tuesday), the Reverend A. F. O'Kelly urged that the .vloderator and Execu­
tive Committee "make an earnest effort to get each church to contribute to the support of ou r 
missions and benevolent work." The impact of the depression may be shown to some degree 
in that a collection to cover the cost of printing the programs ran to $5.15. 

The idea was given in the report of Education and Temperance that the home should 
become something more than a "hat peg." There was some feeling that the periodicals were 
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"backing off [rom the moral and spiritual content of the great topics of the day." A strong plea 
was made for taking better care of our retired ministers. There was rejoicing that steps were 
being taken to alleviate the condition of these "battle-scarred soldiers of the Cross" 

Baptisms numbered 209 for the year, with a total membership of 4361. It appears that the 
Middle Florida Baptists were certainly not retreating from the battlements as the depression 
lay upon the land. 

The year 1936 brought the annual meeting to Lamont in Jefferson County, October 27 and 
28. The Historical Table shows Edwin B. Browning, Sr. as Moderator, and Carl W. Burnett back 
at his old post as Clerk. Emphasis was placed on the brotherhood movement, with the request 
that each church have this organization. It was pointed out that brotherhoods, in addition to 
stewardship generally, always gave support to the Cooperative Program. 

The tables reflect that more and more churches were moving away from the quarter"time 
basis. There were 4044 in membership, with 203 baptisms. It is shown that 50 of these bapt­
isms came through the Sunday Schools. 

tin 1937 the 38th annual session of the Middle Florida MiSsionary Baptist Association was 
entertained in its two-day session, October 26 and 27, by the Burton Church in Perry. The ta­
bles show Edwin B. Browning, Sr. and Carl W. Burnett as Moderator and Clerk, respectively. 
This may be a good place to point out that after this year (actually, 1936), moderators came 
and moderators went, but Carl W. Burnett remained at the post of Clerk, finally running up a 
total period of exemplary service of 46 years, the longest extant record. 

Cherry Lake Baptist Church offered a petitionary letter for membership in the Association. 
The Reverend A. M. Parker, Sam Andrews, and 0, S, Rutherforo were appointed a committee 
to examine the request and report on its order. It was found that the letter was In good order; 
Cherry Lake Church was then received into the membership of the Association. 

Hugh Latimer, State Brotherhood Secretary, was present and spoke on matters in thi s area. 
Prominent among the visitors recognized was T. E. Bush, blind gospel singer from Georgia. 
This must be termed a musical session, for, in addition to Mr. Bush, Stanley Armstrong, 
another distinguished gospel singer, was present and led the song service. It is noted, too, that 
the magnetic Ed Solomon was delightful among the visitors and often "on the floor" The 
Hundred Thousand Club is shown as being on the move. Baptisms were 213. 

Dr. A. F. O'Kelly, noble Perry pastor, chaired the 1938 annual session. It met with Elizabeth 
Church in Jefferson County, October 25 and 26. The Reverend A. H. Townsend was elected 
Moderator for the next year. Brother Henderson was still Treasurer. The Reverend A. M. Parker 
preached the annual, or associational, sermon from 1 st Peter 4-10. A collection of $27.25 was 
ta ken for Chinese refugees. 

A report recommended an Associational Sunday School organization. A committee to col­
lect produce for the Florida Children's Home was appointed: G. F. Andrews, Lacy Woodard, 
Fred Parker, with a number of ministers to assist. Deacon Henderson's treasury report showed 
a cash balance of $18.65. Baptisms, slightly down, were 176; membership, 4380. The number 
of weekly prayer meetings was on the increase. 

In 1939, for the 41):h annual session, the Association met with the First Baptist Church of 
Madison, October 24 and 25. The Reverend A. H. Townsend, as we have indicated, was in the 
Moderator's chair. The other officials were the same as previously shown. An entry shows lhat 
historic Concord Church applied for membership. The letter being found in order, this church 
was accepted and welcomed into membership. Report that a plan for activating a pension 
fund was received and heartily endorsed. 

Coming of Miss Frieta Lamb 

The appointment of Miss Frieta Lamb as Associational Educational Director is reflected and 
it is shown that the committee on resolutions urged the churches to avail themselves of her 
help. A search of the records shows that this is the beginning of the movement to >taff the as­
sociational work and to close ranks for better teamwork in the Association. Baptisms were up 
to 298, with a total membership shown at 4582. And now we pass to another decade. 
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REVIEWING THE WAR YEARS OF THE 1940's 

When the Reverend A H. Townsend, Moderator, called the Midd[e F[orida Baptist Associ­
ation to order at San Pedro Church in Tay[or Counly, October 24, 1940, the falling of shrieking 
enemy bombs on our Pacinc F[eet was a [it,[e more than a year away. The shadows of a 
devastating economic depression, though lifting, still rested over the American landscape. 
America was entering a decade during which its prestige, both internally and on the interna­
tiona[ stage, would be challenged. 

Carl W. Burnett was sti[[ Clerk of the Midd[e Fiorida Baptist Association. Deacon O. A. Hen­
derson was Treasurer. The Reverend C. A. Martin is shown in our 1941 minutes as a mem ber 
of the State Board of Missions. We are using 1941 as the factual base of this decade by reason 
of its being closer to the War. This year of 1941 found Edwin B. Browning, Sr. as Moderator, 
and Brethren Burnett and Henderson at their respective posts. The 1941 session was held with 
Pleasant Grove Church in Lafayette County, October 7 and fi. 

The registration and the aS50cialionai [et~ers show the followi ng messengers from the 
various churches: Athena, T. B. and Ed Whitfield, J. E. Ezell; Aucilla, Mr. and Mrs. M. W. 
Bishop, Mrs.J. L. Bishop; Beu[ah, J. F. and Edgar Stokes, S. K. Driggers; Brewer Lake, W. C. Win­
derweedle, S. G. Ward, Thos. Bell, Mrs. Sarah Be[l, and A. F. Barrs; Burton, the Rev. C. W. Per­
sons, Mesdames E. E. Lyons, Homer Mills, Jessie Mcleod, W. E. Baxter; Central, Mr. and Mrs. 
W. A. Dutton, Mrs. C. T. Davies, Mrs. N. W.'v1cLeod, and Arthur Fink[es; Cherry Lake, W. L. 
Stokes and Lewis Burnett; E[izabeth, Mr. and \-1rs. F. L Walker, Mesdames R. L. Standley, J. G. 
Walker, and K. B. Trefry; Foley, Mesdames S. A. Touchton, Bob Brown .. A. R. Richardson, J. 1. 
Cutrer, and A. R. (athron; Friendship, Mrs. Lena Johnson and Mrs. Mab[e Jenkins; Greenvi[[e, 
the Rev. and Mrs .. 'vI. D. Jackson, G. F. Andrews, W. D. Keis, Mrs. Lei[a Warren, Mrs. Be[[ 
Standley, and Mrs. S. B. A[geo; Harmony, G. P. Andrews and W. J. Spradley; Hopewe[[, Tom­
mie McC[amma and W. D. and Jack Lamb: Lee, .'vIessrs. S. A. Kinsey, W. 1\. Webb,W. T. Kent, 
and Ed Rutherford; Macedonia, Mrs. M. A. Woodard and Mrs. John Mercer; Madison, Mr. and 
Mrs. Edwin B. Browning, Sr., Mr. and Mrs. henry Me%er, Mr. and Mrs. C. R. Brooke, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ben Ke[[y, and G. M. Sims; Midway, Mr. and Mrs. W. M. Terry, Joe Henry Thomas, and 
Lewis Hale; Mayo, 1-1. L. Winderweedle, E. VV'. Cone, J. D. Garden, Mrs. Luora Tay[or, and Mrs. 
L. A. Jones; Mose[ey Ha[[, Ben Sanders, Jim Cruce, and Mrs. A. W. Sapp; Mt. Gi[ead, C. J. Lewis 
and Mr. and Mrs. Ed Aman; Mt. Olive, D. C. McLeod, T.I-1. Pinson and G. W. Albritton; New 
Home, Jim Shaw, Lucian F[oyd, and W. W. Dice; New Macedonia, .'vIitchell Ray, T. J. Smith; 
Oakland, B. W. and Ralph Whiddon, and C J. Wilson; Perry, W. B. Martin, J. F. McCa[[, Mrs. 
W. C. Burford, Mrs. R. L. Tolar, and Mrs. E. B. VVi[liams; Pine Grove, T. R. Meeks, S. J. Burnett, 
and Jesse Hughey; Pinetta, Mr. and Mrs. I. :\ewbern, Miss Maud White, and Mr:;. Florance 
MCMullen; Pisgah, Mr. and Mrs. W. A. .'vIcLeod; Pleasant Grove (L), Marvin Jones, Luther 
Thomas, Mr. and Mrs. A[bert Jackson; Pleasant Grove (T), Mr. and Mrs. C. T. Lewis, and A. J. 
Starling; Riverside, W. A. and D. T. AI[en, Mrs. A. U. Mills, and Mrs. J. W. Lyons; San Pedro, J. O. 
Agner, Francis and O. C. Cruce, Monroe and Clayton Wright; Sirmans, L. 1-1. Bai[ey and Fa[[ie 
Stoke ley; Steinhatchee, Mesdames Kate F[etcher, Lillie Brackin, Pearl leffords, and Irma Lundy. 

We call to mind these names representing the active leadership in our churches, three and a 
half decades ago. Seeing so many whom we have loved long since and lost for a while, we 
cannot but be impressed anew with the glory of the blessed Christian hope as we move to 
that [and beyond the stars. 

State workers were large on our 1941 program. Dr. Harrison Griffin. State Brotherhood Sec­
retary, presides over the afternoon session of the first day. Among those introduced were Dr. 
Charles H. Bo[lon, Executive Secretary-Treasurer, and Dr. E. D. Solomon, Editor of the F[orida 
Baptist Witness.·Miss Frieta Lamb, Association Educationa[ Director, filed her concl'-lding re­
port, showing a bU5y year. She offered her resignation. A reso[ ution unani mous[y adopted 
praised her for her consistent Christian character and conscientious [eadershio. 

The usual reports reflected progress, With baptisms at 1"13 and a total membership of 4428. 
The 43rd annual session of the Midd[e F[orida Baptist Association found the group meeting 

with Pine Grove Church, Madison County, October 6 and 7,1942. The only change in oificers 
was S. P. Griffin, as ,\ssistant Moderator. The Executive Committee had come to include the 
pastors of all churches in the Association, with these laymen: "'- C. Gi bson, \\1. C. Win derwee­
die, C. F. Woodard, Van H. Priest, T. P. Mcleod, Jr., and Lamar Stokes. 
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Pointed out as the most significant movement In the Association was the organization OJ 

the Associational Brotherhood, with A. F. Rickerson as President. Baptisms are shown at 212; 
membership at 4572. 

By this time the war was moving rapidly forward on many ironts. However, the Association 
met at Macedonia the next year, with the same officials, and transacted its business on regular 
basis, even though attendance was threatened by the rationing of gasoline. 

In 1944 the Association met at Lamont Church in Jefferson County, with T. P. Mcleod com­
ing to the post of Moderator to join the usual official leaders, with the Reverend Alva Horton, 
Assistant Moderator. 

By 1945, when the Association met at Pleasant Grove Church in Lafayette County, October 
10 and '11, the war clouds were lifting. The Brotherhood work had gathered force under its 
able associational leaders. J. F. McCall had been installed as President and the future, as it 
proved to be, looked very encouraging. Sadness was shown on the page dedicated to R. C. 
Alderman, Field Worker, and "our boys and girls who gave their lives in World War 11." 
Emphasis was placed on Daily Vacation Bible Schools. There were 190 baptisms reported. 

Macedonia Baptist Church, where the Association was organized in 1900, entertained the 
group in its 47th session, October 8 and 9, 1946. Officials were the same. Sermons were by the 
Reverends R. E. Merell, A. V. Pickern, W. B. Horton, and M. J. Fowler. The fifth Sunday Meet­
ings were still being emphasized. By this time the Reverend David O. Alderman had been in" 
stalled as our Field Worker. The Association budget fund showed $887.59 collected on a 3 
1/2% basis. Baptisms were at 286, with a total membership of 5100. 

Midway Church, Madison County, was the place of the 1947 meeting, October 8 and 9. T. P. 
Mcleod. Ir. was in the Moderator's chair, assisted by the Reverend Alva Horton; Carl W. Bur­
nell, Clerk; and Deacon O. A. Henderson, freasurer. The song service, opening the Wednes­
day morning session, was led by the Reverend R. C. Rittenhouse. New pastors introduced 
were the Reverends Rittenhouse, Dewey Mann, John Caylor, Carl Webb, E. A. Milton, Chat­
man Hicks, and Paul Hendley. The reports and proceedings reflect orderliness and progress. 

The year 1948 found the annual session meeting at the First Baptist Church of Madison, Oc­
tober 13 and 14. The Reverend John Rice Collins was Moderator, with other officials remain­
ing the same. Brotherhood officials are shown as C. P. Wilson, President; D. R. Partin, Program 
Vice President; James Standley, Attendance; G. L. Hutto, Membership; and E. M. Page, Jr., Sec­
retary. Mrs. Mary J. Zipperer prepared the lovely text for a memorial page to Dr. William 
Marshall Burns, late pastor of the first Baptist Church of Madison. 

rhe Reverend lJavld O. Alderman, Rural MISSions Worker, submitted a report that showed 
he had traveled 16,127 miles in faithfully witnessing to the Master's Cause. The State and 
Southwide Calendar for Baptists was ordered reflected in the minutes. Tithing and other stew­
ardship were stressed as year around pOints of emphasis. There were 289 baptism s reported; a 
grand total membership of 5348 was shown. Total money collected is reflected at $1 OO,S'I 2.00. 

As we come t61949, closing the decade of the war years, it is observable throughout the re­
cords that the work of witnessing and extension continued encouragingly, year after year. The 
Brotherhood, organized December 7, 1941, the day of the Pearl Harbor attack, had remained 
vital each year. Baptisms and collections had gone forward. The churches were carrying for­
ward with vigorous programs. 

The "1949 session saw the ;\Ssociation provide for entertainment by two churches. The first 
day, October 6, the session was held with the Perry Church. The next day the Association 
came northward to New Home Church in Madison County. Let is be said clearly that the 
change to two churches did not grow out of the burden of one church being obligated to fur­
nish food for two days. The change came in order to make travel more convenient and so tha t 
the ladies might get to attend the Association more conveniently. 

The Reverend John Collins was still Moderator, assisted by the officials previously stated. 
Beloved Charles Persons was ill in Atlanta. The following telegram was sent to him: "We the 
Middle Florida Baptist Association in its fiftieth session, send our greetings to you and our 
prayers ascend for you as we miss your presence today. May our Heavenly Father give you a 
speedy return to us." It was signed by John R. Collins, Moderator. 

And with this manifestation of Christian caring, always so characteristic of our people, we 
move away from the war years and into another decade. This was a decade that would reveal 
changes in the organization of our Association. 
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BRIEFING THE 1950's 

The 1950 session met October 12 and 13 with Brewer Lake and Riverside Churches. The 
Reverend A. H. Townsend was Moderator, the Reverend L. C Hicks, Assistant Moderator; Carl 
W. Burnett, Clerk; and Deacon O. A. Henderson, Treasurer. The growth of the associational 
approach to the Lord's work is shown continuing by the publication of A Calendar of Ac­
tivities covering the year's programs, month by month. 

T. M. Johns spoke for the Children's I-lome, and Dr. John ,',,1aguire gave an account of 
progress on the State Program, with emphasis on the Cooperative Program. New mi nisters re­
cognized included the Reverend Julian Maddox, the Reverend Clarence Bailey; and the 
Reverend A. M. Ward (Suwannee Association). The Reverend Carl vVebb is shown as giving 
the report on Relief and Annuity. This was discussed by him, the Reverend A. J. Gross, and 
G. F. Andrews. 

The Reverend Alva Horton preached the .'v1issionary Sermon from Hebrews '12:1-7. Those 
responsible for preparation of the Calendar of Events, to which we have referred, were heads 
of the various departments. The Reverend Dave A[derman, District .'v1issionary, rendered and 
discussed a report that reflected that he had been busy about the ,'"laster's business. Baptisms 
were 277; membership, 6,023 (inc[udes non-resident members). 

In 195'1 the r\ssociation met with Athena and LFe Churches in its two-day session, October 
11 and 12. Officials were the same as the previous year. Since we are in the decade of change, 
1951 appears a good point foe some amplification of the constituency of the Association. 

Messengers En ro lied 

Athena-E. G. Whitfield, Lei[a Whitfield, Gracie Ezell 
Bethe[ Creek-Oliver Be[[, Henry Be[[, Geddie Singletary 
Beulah-Frank Stokes and wife, L. A. {\[derman and wife 
Brewer Lake--W. C Winderweed[e, Mrs. O. J. Reve[s, Mrs. H. W. Weaver, Mrs. W. P. Car­

michael, Thomas A. Bell 
Burton-Mrs. W. G. DeShazo, Mr. and Mrs. R. B. Platt, Mrs. Dixon, Mrs. J. D. Grantham, 

Mrs. W. Y. Hunter 
Central-Mrs. J. L. Bishop, Mrs. M. A. Turner, Rev. W. L. Ro[[ins and wife 
Cherry Lake-Mrs. Caleb Smith, Mrs. (\[ton Singletary, Mrs. D. VV. Surles 
E[izabeth-Mr. and Mrs. R. S. Stanley, Mr. and Mrs. S. D. Tudor, Mrs. V. T. Shelly 
Foley-Rev. A. J. Gross and wife, C P. VVi[son, Jrs., J. O. Simons, Mrs. Roy Dennis 
Friendship---Rev. F. A. Parker, Arthur Roberts, Mrs. Annie Roberts 
GreenviIIe--G. F. Andrews, Mrs. S. B. A[geo, Mrs. S. P. Hendry, Mrs. Be[[ Standley, T. P. 

McLeod, Jr., Mrs. A. W. Sapp 
Hopewe[I-Rev. and Mrs. Jack Lamb, Mrs. E[mer Brown, Mrs. E[mer Hacker, Walden H. 

Phillips 
Lamont-V. J. Davis, C J. Reams, Mrs. Sallie Timmons 
Lee--Enoch Parker, Rev. jim Dryden, Edgar Barrs 
Macedonia-J. C B[ack, C. F. Woodard, O. A. Henderson, Faye VVi[der, L. B. Welch 
Madison-Rev. and Mrs. Chas. W. Mi[ford, L. R. Woodard, J. Vickers, L. ~. Hewitt, Van H. 

Priest, Mr. and Mrs. A. ). Hargrove 
Mayo---M. M. Jones, Rev. and Mrs. S. v. Cofield, Curtis Goodman, and wife 
Midway-,'"t J. Hicks, W. D. Webb, E. E. Phillips, Sidney Jordan, Cecil Hicks 
Mose[ey Hall-San Andrews, Jim Cruce, S. R. Sapp 
Mt. Gilead-Edd Aman, Mrs. Louvenia Campbell, W. S. Kemp, vVilbur Aman 
Mt. Olive-H. A. Williams, Geo. Albritton, T. H. Pinson, M. A. Payne 
New Home--Madison-S. H. Andrews, J. E. Bass, J. S. Tuten 
New Home-TayI.or-Mr. and Mrs. E. A. McC[ain, Mr. and Mrs. Calhoun, ,'v1rs. Lincoln Mur­

phy, R. C. Loper, Mrs. E. E. Edwards 
New Hopefu[-Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Gibson, Mrs. John F. Wilson, T Z. Henderson 
New Macedonia-M. T. Barc[ay, Mr. and Mrs. T. W. Herring, .~lr5. C S. Henderson, .vlrs. 

W. M. B[anton 
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Oakland-Ralph Whiddon, Mrs. Margaret Whiddon, .'virs. Ida Mae Strickland 
Perry-Mrs. W. J. I-lines, Mrs. I. L. Gibson, Mrs. J. F. McCall, W. B. Marlin and wife, ,\1r5. 

Jesse Mcleod, Mrs. S. E. Kierce, T. R. Bevis, W. E. Inman, Mrs. W. B. Lundy, Jr., I. H. 
Cone, Mrs. O. W. Bennett, Mrs. Harold Hall, Miss Tommie Lee Fowler, Mrs. W. C. 
Alston, W. J. Hines, Mrs. Brantley Rutherford, Rev. Dewey Mann 

Pinetta-Lamar Deloach, Marvin Evans and wife, Mrs. R. E. Bland 
Pine Grove--Rev. and Mrs. W. L. Ranew, L. F. Kelly 
Pisgah-W. A. Mcleod and wife, Mrs. Mattie Newell 
Pleasant Grove (L}---Luther Thomas, Annie Thomas, Wilson Wilder, Lyna Wilder 
Pleasant Grove ("r)-S. W. Tedder and wife, Mrs. R. D. Knowles, Mrs. A. E. Wood 
Riverside--C1ifton Shiver, Herman Frier, Luther Hart, Edwina rrier 
San Pedro--Mrs. Eunice Carroll, Mrs. W.J. Hunter, Nola Padgett and wife, Mrs. Elmira Pop-

pell, Mrs. Katie Towles, Mrs. Ava Lee Parker 
Sirmans-Mrs. Kelly Bailey, Miss Arie Bell Bailey, L. H. Bailey 
Steinhatchee--Mrs. Minnie Stewart, Mrs. Tom Green, Mrs. E. F. Buehler 
5t. John's -W. B. Wynn, R. P. Byrd 

The limitations of space up to this point havE' not permitted us to magnify the office of 
deacon in our Baptist churches as much as it so richly deserves. Who were the noble chair­
men of deacons in our churches in 1951? The record shows: 

Chairman of Deacons-1951 

Athena-E. G. Whitfield, Salem, Fla. 
Brewer Lake--M. L. Smith, Mayo, Fla. 
Burton-E. J. Tedder, Perry, Fla. 
Elizabeth-Norman H. Hartsfield, Aucilla, Fla. 
Foley-W. R. Rice, Foley, Fla. 
Friendship-Arthur Roberts, Perry, Fla. 
Greenville--J. R. Laney, Greenville, ria. 
Hopewell-Johnnie McCiamma, Madison, Fla. 
Lamont-I. H. Smith, Lamont, Fla. 
Lee--W. I. Kent, Lee Fla. 
Macedonia-O. A. Henderson, Lee, Fla. 
Madison-Van H. Priest, Madison, Fla. 
Mayo--Guy M. McClain, Mayo, ria. 
Midway-M. J. Hicks, Lee, Fla. 
Moseley Hall-Sam Andrews-Greenville, Fla. 
Mt. Gilead-J. E. Aman, Shady Grove, Fla. 
New Home (Madison)-J. E. Bass, Rt. 1, Madison, Fla. 
New Home (Taylor}--S. H. Hendry, Perry, Fla. 
New Hopeful-Albert Mcleod, Madison, Fla. 
Perry-E. L. Cogburn, Perry, Fla. 
Pinetta-J. W. Downing, Pinetta, Fla. 
Pine Grove--N. C. Gibson, Madison, Fla. 
Pleasant Grove (L)-J. Albert Jackson, Rt.l, Mayo, FJa. 
Pleasant Grove (T}--S. W. Tedder, Shady Grovc, Fla. 
Riverside--Hermond Frier, Rt. '1, Mayo, Fla. 
Sirmans-L. H. Bailey, Rt. 3, Greenville, Fla. 
51. John's-W. B. Wynn, Greenville, Fla. 

Plans were evolved for meeting the associational budget, with 3 per cent of the pastor's sal­
ary from each church. This orderly session showed 278 baptisms, a grand total membcrship oi 
6305, and $120,330.00 raised for all purposes. 

The years 19.52, 1953, 1954, 1955, and 1956 appear marked by orderliness and harmony as 
the Association met for its reporting and worship periods in annual meetings. During those 
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years the IZeverends W. l. Rollins, John Rice Collins and Dewey '\;\ann served in the 
moderatorship. In 1952 J. Vickers came to the treasurership, following a long and faithful 
tenure by Deacon 0, R, Henderson. l. G, I-licks was Assistant Moderator, Reference to the 
other data included herein will give further facts on these years. 

In 1957 came the big change, lhis change related to a number of churches (11) pulling out 
of the Middle Florida Baptist Association and forming the Taylor Association. It is felt that a 
reproduction of the content of these parts of the 1957 minutes might be the most effective 
manner of giving this information. 

First comes the recommendation, self-explanatory as shown: 

October 18th, 1957 
Middle Florida Baptist Association: 

We the undersigned committee recommend to this body that the following Churches be 
granted letters of dismissal from the Middle Florida Association to form an ,'\ssociation of their 
own: 

Athena Baptist Church, Perry, Florida. 
Burton Baptist Church, Perry, Florida, 
Friendship Baptist Church, Perry, Florida, 
Lakeside Baptist Church, Perry, Florida, 
New Home Baptist Church, Perry, Florida. 
Oakland Baptist Church, Perry, Florida, 
Perry First Baptist Church, Perry, Florida. 
Pisgah Baptist Church, Perry, Florida. 
San Pedro Baptist Church, Perry, Florida. 
Southside Baptist Church, Perry, florida, 
Steinhatchee Baptist Church, Steinhatchee, F:orida, 

Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. John R. Collins"Chairman 
Rev. Julian T, Maddox 
Odis Murphy 

Then the question arises if any hard feelings or dissension were involved. The writer bv this 
time was out of the area on a work assignment. However, careful investigation reveals that the 
separation was done in Christian love" We wbmit a statement from Han. Guy McClain (who 
was treasurer during this period) that, too, is self-explanatory and shows that the brethren 
were in harmony. 

Mr. Jesse R. Ward 
1"106 North Washington Street 
Perry, Florida 

Dear Mr. Ward: 

October.25,1957 

Rev, Alva Horton, Pastor of the New I-lome Baptist Church of Perry, wrote me that you 
had been elected treasurer of the Taylor County Baptist Association recently form ulated, I 
want to offer you my congratulations as well as my sum pathies. It was agreed and recom­
mended by the i'v\iddle Florida Baptist Association that all obligations of the whole Middle 
Florida Association would first be paid and after that the Taylor ,Association would receive 
one-third of the balance, Nbw it has worked out as follows: on the 2"lst of October there 
was a balance leit in [he fund of $2806.9'1; however we still have to pay the salary of the 
Clerk, Mr, Carl Burnett, S"I75.00 and we will have to pay approximately 5400,00 for the 
printing of the assocciational minutes which will leave a balance of 5743.97, for which you 
will find a check to cover it. 
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I sincerely trust that your new association will prosper and will be able to meet the 
needs of your local churches. With every good wish I am, 

Sincerely yours, 
Guy M. McClain 
Treasurer ot' the Middle florida 
Baptist Association. 

In a report gratefully received from W. F. Cates, Sr., the Taylor Association by 1959 had 
grown to include 2843 members in its '1'1 constituent churches and, for that year, had all 
organizations functioning in a praiseworthy manner. Certainly Lhey share in the great heritage 
that rests over the creative Baptists of North Florida. 

The report for 1975 show a membership of 3983, total gifts of $76,444.75 through the State 
Program, and 2567 in Sunday School. May the good Lord ever keep them within His Will! 

Returning Home 

It is further felt that for the purpose of giving focus to our Association after the change, we 
should give the roll of messengers to the 1958 session of the Middle Florida MiSsionary Baptist 
Association. This session met with Madison First Baptist and Mt. Olive Churches, October 21 
and 22. The Reverend James T. Barber had succeeded the Reverend Julian Maddox as Modera­
tor. The Reverend Lorace T. Cothran was Vice-moderator and Mr. 8urnett was Clerk. Guy Mc­
Clain was still Treasurer. 

The roll of 1958 messengers follows: 
Bethel Creek-Henry Singletary, R. V. Singletary, Myrtle Snipes 
Beulah-Leroy Alderman, Frank Stokes 
Brewer Lake-Thomas A. Bell, Mrs. A. E. Thomas, Mrs. N, R. Richardson, Mrs, Wilson 

Buchanan, Mrs. Clyde Sturdivant, Rev, and Mrs. J. D. Young 
Central-Rev. and Mrs. Chas. W. Crim, Mrs. Nora Hendry, Oliver Scruggs 
Cherry Lake-Mrs. Eunice Roberts, D. W. Barnes, Rev, and Mrs. J. R. Collins 
Elizabeth-Mr. and Mrs. S. A. Touchton, Mrs. Mary Lightsey, Norman Hartsfield, Mrs. Linda 

DeMote 
Greenville-Rev. and Mrs. Maddox, Mrs. Joe Reams, Mrs. Lamar Andrews, G. r. Andrews, 

Mrs. E. W. Handley, Mrs. Ruth Reams 
Hopewell-Rev, and Mrs. Hughen, V, L. Singletary and wife, Jack Wynn 
Lamont-Rev. D. Kilpatrick, Tom 8ailey, C. J. Reams, Mrs. Ada Bell Davis 
Lee First-Edgar Barrs, J. C. Martin, S. A Kinsey, Sr., Robert Evans 
Macedonia-Robert Bellflower and wife, O. A I-Ienderson and wife, Mrs. Leila Milford 
Madison First-Rev. James T. Barber, Henry Messer and wife, Mrs. W. O. McCullough, Mrs. 

Johnnie Smith 
Mayo-Rev. and Mrs, E. W. Carter, Rev. and Mrs. S, V. COfield, Rev. A. M. Parker, W. G. and 

Mrs. Croft, Jr., Guy M. McClain and wife 
Midway-M. J. Hicks and wife, Mrs. Lorace Cothran, Lige Anderson 
Moseley Hall-Rev. and Mrs. Jack Lamb, Mrs. Lucille Cruce 
Mt. Gilead-J. E. Aman, Mattie L. Aman 
Mt. Olive-Tom Pinson and wife, Cary Pinson 
New Home-Jim Tuten, Eddie Bass, Robert Sessions, Mrs. Johnnie Bass 
New Hopeful-Willie Rutherford, T. Z. Henderson 
New Macedonia-Wilbur Davis and wife, Mrs. Ellen Barclay 
Pine Grove-Rev. and Mrs. Ernest L. Gurr, Mrs. Hoyt Wainwright, Rev. A. M, Rowe 
Pinetta First-Mrs. Howard Coody, Mrs. W. I .. Wynn, Mrs. Florence McMullen, Mrs, Cecil 

Crafton 
Pleasant Grove (L)-Mrs. Louise Hart, Mrs. Essie Webb, Luther Thomas, Mrs. Annie Mae 

Buchanan 
Pleasant Grove (T>-Mrs. Mable Knowles, Mrs. Elvie Sheffield 
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Riverside-Mrs. Pearl Jones, Rev. W. I. Wood, Jimmy Lyons, Roy Snipes, Lex Lyons 
Sirmans-Homer Bailey, Mrs. Sallie O'Quinn 
St. Johns-Bailey Wynn and wife, Mrs. Addie .'\; orris 

Parts of the statistical record for 1958 are: Baptists. 133; total membershi p, 4333; total money 
raised, $144,155.00; value of church properties, 5636,875.00. And on this high note, reflecting a 
people meeting change in good fellowship and faith, we turn to another year. 

The 1959 session was held with Lamont and Mayo Churches, October 15 and 16. The Kev. 
Lorace Cothran was Moderator and the Reverend I. T. Carter was Vice-moderator. GUY Mc­
Clain was Treasurer, Carl W. Burnett was at the post of Clerk. 

By this time the Middle Florida assembly had grown into prominence. The report was given 
by the Reverend John R. Collins and the Reverend A. M. Parker, both of whom discussed the 
presentation. The report of the Treasurer showed a balance, as of October 1, 1959, of 
$2,237.01. The Calendar of Events reflected a iull year of activity ahead for '1960. The Tem­
perance Report was submitted by Simon A. Kinsey, Jr. Baptisms reported were 156. We now 
turn to the new decade of the '1 960's. 

TELESCOPI,'-.:G THE '1960's 

When the loveliness of autumn began to creep over the North Florida landscape in 1960, 
the Middle Florida Missionary Baptist Association raised its banner for the first day, October 
1.3, at Elizabeth Church in Jefferson County. [t is needless to say that this ch urch, regnant in 
graciousness since 1831, entertained the group in a manner to make them proud of their 
cultural heritage. The records show the Reverend Lorace Cothran as Moderator, Carl W. Bur­
nett, Clerk; the Reverend John R. Collins preaching the annual sermon. It was a session 
marked by the usual harmony and impetus for the forward march. 

The next day the Association returned to what we might call its home base, .\I\acedonia. 
This, too, was another day of good fellowship, worship, and planning for the future. The 
careful records of Clerk Carl W. Burnett reflect that th'e brethren were in total harmony, even 
exhilaration, in the Lord's work. 

This brings us to 196'[. That year, October 12 and 13, the Middle Florida Baptist Association 
met with the Lee and Brewer Lake Churches. But there was a change. The Reverend I. T. 
Carter, pastor at Lee, came in as Moderator to serve two years. The annual sermon was 
preached by the Reverend J. D. Young, pastor at Hopewell. Space dictates that we pass over 
the details of this good meeting. 

The year 1962 saw the Association meeling in annual session with the Greenville and '\;ew 
Home Churches. The Reverend Lorace Cothran delivered the annual sermon. He, having 
served as Moderator as pointed out, was the pastor of Midway Church. This, too, was a good 
session that richlv deserves fuller treatment. 

Came 1963. This was, of course, the 64th session, and it was entertai ned by Riverside and 
Moseley Hall Churches, October 17 and 18. The Reverend Carl A. \·Vebb was .\I\oderator, with 
Carl W. Burnett as Clerk. The Reverend Julian T. Maddox, pastor of Greenville Church, 
delivered the annual sermon. It is felt that this is an appropriate place to give some amplifica­
tion as typical of the orderly period of the '1 96U's. 

So we begin with a list of the messengers coming to these hospitable churches: 

Beulah-Frank Stokes, H. L. Stokes 
Brewer LakC'-Mrs. A. O. Sturdivant, Mrs. Hunter Frier, Mrs. Beulah Snipes .. \I\r. and Mrs. 

H. J. Williams 
Central-Mrs. Wesley Tindall, Mrs. Blanch Clark, Oliver Scruggs 
Cherry Lake-Mrs. l. B. Skelton, Mrs. S. F. Winters, Mrs. Eloise Barrs, Mrs. J. R. Collins 
[lizabeth-Mrs. Inez DeMott, Mrs. lizzie Stanley, Mrs. V. T. Shelly, V. T. Shelly, Mrs. l3etty 

lean DeMott 
Greenville-Mrs. Lamar Andrews, Mrs. Ruth Reams, Mrs. L. S. Smiley, Mrs. H. C. Giles, Rev. 

and Mrs. Julian T. Maddox, T. P. Mcleod 
Hopewell-Mrs. Louella Lamb, Rev. Alva Horton, Grover Kelly, Mrs. Emma Lamb 
Lamont-Rev. Durwood Kilpatrick, Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Reams 
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Lee First-joe Miller, lohn Henry Phillips, S. A. Kinsey, Leroy Alderman 
Macedonia-Robert Bellflower, H. L. Chapman, A.~. Woodard, Dalton Woodard, Ted 

Welch 
Madison First-Rev. Jack Shaw, E. B. Browning, Johnnie A. Smith, Broadus Willoughby, 

Frank Sexton, Mrs. Frank Sexton 
Mayo---Rev. and Mrs. Ted Jones, W. G. Croft, Jr., Mrs. J. D. Garden, Mrs. Rubye Breare, Mrs. 

Harvey Croft 
Midway-Miss Willie Phillips, Mrs. Dorothy Albritton, Mrs. Cora Williams, Rev. Chas. 

Houston 
Moseley Hall-J. L Cruce, Mrs. Lucille Cruce, Mrs. 13. R. Rainey 
Mt. Cilead-Mrs. W. M. Aman, Mrs. W. E. Sever 
ML Olive-Mrs. Iduna Smith, Mrs. Doris Wells 
New Home-Eddie Bass, Mrs. Hazel Woodard, Mrs. Sim Andrews, Jim Tuten 
New Hopeful-George Brown and wife, Jim Stewart and wife 
New Macedonia-W. T. Davis, Mrs. Tennie Vee Davis, Mrs. Wilma Jean Davis 
Pine Grove-Rev. and Mrs. Carl A. Webb, B. F. Davis, Mrs. B. F. Davis 
Pinetta I'irst-Mrs. Cecil Crafton, Mrs. J. M. McMillian, Mrs. I. L. Davis, M. C. Woodard and 

wife 
Pleasant Grove (L)--Mrs. Jack Lamb, Mrs. Carlie Downing, Mrs. Mae 13uchanan, Sam 

Buchanan 
Pleasant Grove (T)---Woodrow Lewis, Mrs. Pearl Lewis, Mrs. linda Beth Blanton, Mrs. An-

nie Vee Lewis 
Rlverside-C. O. Shiver, Mrs. Estelle Lyons 
Sirmans--L H. Bailey, Mrs. Leila Bailey, Mrs. Sallie O'Quinn 
SI. Johns--Mrs. Addie Norris, Mrs. Bessie Norris, Mrs. Dorothy Ratliff 

In between annual meetings, the Executive Committee of the Association functions for the 
Association in parallel with the State Board of Missions, giving life and force to our Baptist 
program. Would it not be appropriate to carry the names of those persons who served on the 
Executive Committee during this period? The record reveals the following: 

Beulah-H. L. Stokes, Lee, Florida 
Brewer Lake-M. L. Smith, RI. 1, Mayo, Florida 
Central-Oliver Scruggs, Rt. 1, Monticello, Florida 
Cherry Lake-George F. Burnett, Jr., Rt. 4, Greenville, Florida 
Elizabeth-Norman Hartsfield-Rl. 1, Box 11, Monticello, Fla. 
Greenville-L D. Clayton, Greenville, Florida 
Hopewell-Albert Kelly, Rt. 1, Box 87, Madison, Florida 
Lee First-Robert Evans, Lee, Florida 
Macedonia-Robert Bellflower-Rt. 1, Lee, Florida 
Madison First-W. T. Coody, Madison, Florida 
Mayo----W. G. Croft, Jr., Box 2'14, Mayo, Florida 
Midway-Colon Bell, Rt. 1, Lee, Florida 
Moseley Hall-Sidney R. Moon, Rt. 3, Box 95, Creenville, ria. 
Mt. Olive-Cleo McClamma 
New Home-Henry Lewis, Rt. 1, Madison, Florida 
New Hopeful-Cleon Sands, Rt. 3, Box '14, Madison, Florida 
Pine Grove-B. F. Davis, Rt. 3, Box 26, Madison, Florida 
Pinetta First-M. C. Woodard, Pinetta, Florida 
Pleasant Grove (L)--Luther Thomas, Rt. 1, Mayo, Florida 
Pleasant Grove (T)-Russell Tedder, RL1, Box 56, Greenville, Fla. 
Sirmans-Homer E. Bailey, RL 3, Box 99, Greenville, Florida 
5t. Johns--W. B. Wynn, Rt. 4, Greenville, Florida 

Meanwhile, the Association had taken on another structural change. Mrs. Marjorie 
Woodard is shown as Associational Secretary. This advance was achieved through a coopera" 
tive arrangement with the First Baptist Church of Madison, where she is church secretary. Mrs. 
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Woodard has remained faithfully at this post, rendering the type of service that reflects credi t 
on the MAster's Calise. 

Much of the vitality and service of the Association come from committees whlcn, in turn, 
depend on the chairmen for energy and guidance. It may be said that by the year 1963 the 
Middle Florida Missionary Baptist Association had come of age. The records reflect well­
rounded provisions for programs of outreach in many areas. It seems fitting, therefore, and 
consistent with fair historical accountability, ro show the names of these people for this year. 
They follow. 

Committees and Chairmen 

American Bible $ociety-Mr. Simon A. Kinsey, Sr., Lee, Florida 
Annuity-Rev. S. V. Cofield, Mayo, Florida 
Baptist Student Union-Rev. Charles Houston, Rt. 1, Lee, Florida 
Brotherhood & R. A's-Mr. Carl Bevis, P. O. Box 203, Madison, Fla. 
Bap. Literature & Bap. Witness-Rev. J. C. .Vloore, Box 443, Madison 
Baptist Retirement Centers-Mr. M. L. Smith, ,Vlayo, Florida 
Budget-Mr. W. T. Coody, P. O. Box 215, Madison, Florida 

Mr. Bob Milner, Rt. 3, Madison, Florida 
Mr. Johnny Smith, P. O. Box 604, Madison, Florida 
Mr. W. B. Lamb, Rt. 1, Madison, florida 

Calendar of Activities-Rev. I. T. Carter, Rt. 3, Box 83, Jasper 
Colleges and Seminaries-Rev. Jack A. Shaw, Box 307, Madison, Fla. 
Children's Home-Mrs. John R. Collins, Rt. 4, Greenville, Fla. 
Evangelism-Rev. Alva Horton, Rt. 1, Madison, Florida 
florida Baptist Foundation-Rev. Ted Rodda, Pinetta, Florida 
Missions-Rev. Walter E. Bailey, Lamont, Florida 
Nominations-Mr. Robert Bellflower, Lee, Fla., Moderator & Clerk 
Our Beloved Dead-Rev. John R. Collins, Rt. 4, Greenville, Fla. 
Radio & Television-Rev. Ernest L. Gurr, Box 688, Madison, Fla. 
Resolutions-Mr. Bailey Wynn, Rt. 4, Greenville, Florida 
Stewardship & Cooperative Program-Rev. W. W. Tyre, Box 64, Day 
Sunday School-Rev. Walter E. Bailey, Lamont, Florida 
Training Union-Rev. W. W. Tyre, Box 64, Day, Florida 
Time and Place--Rev. Ted Jones, P. O. Box 333, Mayo, Florida 
Woman's ,vlissionary Union-Mrs'. Rubye J. Breare, Box 22, Mayo, Fla. 
Associational Missions Committee--Rev. Alva Horton, Madison, 5 yrs. 

Rev. Jack Shaw, Madison, Fla. 4 yrs. 
Mrs. W. T. Coody, Madison, Fla. 3 yrs. 
Mr. J. M. Everett, Mayo, Fla. 2 yrs. 
Mr. W. B. Lamb, Madison, Fla. 1 yr. 

Visitors included Bill Scruggs, historian and former Moderator of the Florida Association. 
Over a period of more than a half century, Brother Scruggs has come to the Middle Florida As­
sociation as correspondent from Florida Association, mother of the Middle Florida organiza­
tion. 

The Reverend Jack A. Shaw, Madison pastor, gave the report on Missions and Evangelism 
and spoke to it. Mr. Burnett shows in his minutes that "the following ofiicers were elected 
without question: Carl/\. Webb, Moderator; Jack A. Shaw, Vice Moderator; W. T. Coody, 
Treasurer; Carl W. Burnett, Clerk; and Mrs. Marjorie Woodard, Secretary." 

Baptisms numbered 118; 4555 in membership; and total receipts 01 '!>155,2U1.00. 
For the 65th annual session of the Middle Florida Baptist Association, Macedonia and Plea­

sant Grove (L) Churches were hosts, October 15 and 16,1964. The Reverend W. W. Tvre was 
Moderator, Carl W. Burnett, Clerk; and the Reverend Ted Jones preached the annual sermon. 
Visitors included George F. Burnett, Sr. and wife. Mr. Burnett, brother of Carl \'\1. Burnett, is a 
member of the Cherry Lake United Methodist Church. 

The Reverend Alva Horton gave, and discussed, the report on the Middle Florida Baptist As-
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sembly. Dr. lames Sutherland, President of the Florida Bible Institute, gave the dosing address. 
This was a session reflecting orderly progress, with baptisms shown at 101. 

The 1965 annual meeting was held with Cherry Lake and ,'v1adison Churches, October 14 
and 15. The Reverend Tyre and Mr. Burnett were at their posts as shown for the previous year. 
The Reverend Jim Ellis preached the annual sermon. This, too, was an orderly and harmonious 
session, marked by good fellowship throughout. 

Came 1966. That year Greenville and Elizabeth Churches hosted the group, October 13 and 
14, with the same leaders at their posts. The Reverend LT. Carter is shown as having preached 
the annual sermon. The usual reports were received and discussed, and the Association 
moved through the two days working together in unity in the Master's Casue. There were 108 
baptisms and a membership of 4579. 

The yea. 1967 saw the Middle Florida Missionary Baptist Association meeting with Mayo 
and Macedonia Churches, October 13 and 14. By this time Edwin B. Browning, Sr. had come 
to the moderatorship. As staled previously, Carl W. Burnett was Clerk. The Reverend Clyde 
Mclain preached the annual sermon. There was this difference in administrative meetings; 
there was a semi-annual meeting, shown as having met at Lee, May 8,1967. The Clerk gave a 
full report for insertion in the minutes. Baptisms were shown at 91; membership 4488. 

The year 1968 shows the same officers, with the annual meeting held with Lee and Pine 
Grove Churches, October 17 and 18. The reports reflect steadfastness of purpose and a spirit 
of harmony. Total money raised was $217,422.00 for the year. 

The 1969 session, entertained by Faith and Midway Churches, October 16 and 17, had the 
same offiCials. It was noted, and most happily, that the Associalion for the first day was meet­
ing with Faith Church, organized in 1964 as a mission of Macedonia Church, This session took 
cognizance of the passing of the Reverend W. D. Keis, long-time pastor of Greenville Church 
and a truly vibrant person through all of his 98 blessed years. Baptisms stood at 88. 

The Association was with Greenville and Brewer Lake Churches for its -1970 annual metet­
ing. Laymen E. B. Browning, Sr. and Carl W. Burnett were at their posts as for the previous year. 
The meeting came on October 15 and 16. The Reverend Elbert C. Tyner preached the annual 
sermon. 

)lOce this closes out the 1960's and brings us closer to the end of this record, it appears wise 
to amplify the presentation for this year. Appropriate testimonials were given to Carl W. Bur­
nett, Clerk for 46 years. He was succeeded by Robert Bellflower, another Macedonia layman. 
The Reverend LT. Carter became Moderator at this session. He and Robert Bellflower have 
served the Association until the present. We list the messengers to the Association. 

Bethel Creek-Mrs. Ira Goodwin, Rev. and Mrs. M. J. Fowler 
Beulah-Rev. C. B. Godwin, Mr. J. T. Payne, Mrs. J. T. Payne 
Brewer Lake-Mr. and Mrs. H, J. Williams, Mr. and Mrs. C C. Dees, Mrs. Alma Hill, Mr. 

Knox Ward, Mrs. Archie Sturdivant, Mrs. Elbert Buchanan, Mrs. Armenta Rodgers, Mr. 
and Mrs. T. C. Buchanan 

Central-Rev. and Mrs, R. E. Merrell, Mr. James Lewis, Mr. Raymond Faulkner 
Cherry 'Lake-Mrs. Emmo O. Barnes, Mr. Doil Burnett, Mr. A. E. Barrs, Mrs. Dorothy 

Burkhalt 
Elizabeth-Mr. and Mrs. Norman H. Hartsfield, Mr. and Mrs. Allen Lightsey, Mrs. Ethel 

Lewis 
Faith-Mr. Finley Day, Mrs. Bobby Tolar 
Greenville-Mr. and Mrs. T. P. Mcleod, Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Page, Mrs. Ruth Reams, Mrs. Joe 

Reams 
Hopewell-Mr. Grover Kelly, Mr. and Mrs. J. L Wynn, Rev. and Mrs. Allen E. Young, Mr. 

W. B. Lamb 
Lamont-Mr. Tom Bailey, Mrs. Amanda Reams, Mrs. Ada Bell Davis, Rev. Dewitt Rehberg 
Lee-Mr. and Mrs. ). H, Phillips, Mrs. W. B. Ezell, Rev. LT. Carter 
Macedonia-Mr. Robert Bellflower, Mr. Charlie Woodard, Mrs. Bessie Keene 
Madison, First-Rev. & Mrs. Elbert Tyner, Mr. E. B. Browning, Sr., Mr. & Mrs. L R. Woodard, 

Mr. and Mrs. E. B. Wilson, Mr. & Mrs. Henry Messer, Mr. W, O. MCCullough, Miss Nita 
Ruth MCCullough, Mr. Wilbur Rutherford, Mrs. Mary Smith 

Mayo-Mrs. J. D. Garden, Mr. & Mrs. David Banta, Mrs. Berta Parker Mrs. Rubye Breare, 
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Rev. Harold Harllee, Mr. & Mrs. J. H. Smith, ,Vliss Mary Leon Land, .Vlrs. H. T. Collins, 
Mrs. Verna Hatcher, Mrs. Leon Land 

Midway-Rev. H. C Hooter, Mrs. H. C Hooter, Mr. & Mrs. G. A. Barnette, Miss Willie 
Phillips, Mr. & Mrs. E. R. Hale 

Moseley Hall-Mr. Kelly Bailey, Mrs. David Smith, Mrs. Frank Tuten 
Mt. Olive-Mr. Quinton Dryden, Mrs. Quinton Dryden, Mrs. David Smith, Mrs. Dozier 

5app 
New Home-Mr. Jim Tuten, Mr. Philip Howell, Rev. Richard A Miley, ,VIr. Dewitt Andrews 
New Macedonia-Mr. & Mrs. Lee Barclay, Mrs. A. C Worley, Sr. 
Pinetta, first-Mrs. Mildred Day, Mr. Cecil Crafton, Mrs. Marie Gaston, I\-Ir. G. C 

Buchanan, Mrs. Alice Crafton 
Pine Grove--Mrs. Hoyt Wainwright, Mrs. Belle Davis, ). Arthur Cruce 
Pleasant Grove (T)-Woodrow Lewis, Mr. & Mrs. 5. W. Tedder 
Riverside-.Vlrs. Elvin Carmichael, Mrs. Joe Ezell, Mr. Jimmy Lyons, _Vlrs. jimmy Lyons 
Sirmans--Rev. L. C Newman, Mr. W. G. Clements 
St. Johns-Mrs. Norman Newman, Mrs. Addie Norris, Mrs. Luther :\orris 

As the brethren became cognizant of the new decade, those thoughtful in the area of histo­
ry could look back to '1843, when John Broome raised the first moderator's gavel at Ebenezer. 
The years and changes that brought our people to 1970 had been filled with glorious pu rposes 
and noteworthy achievements. 

A PAUSE FOR ORIENTATION 

Imperfectly and all too briefly, we have traced the history of the Middle FloridaMissionary 
Baptist Association from that day at Macedonia Church in 1900 to the threshold of the 
present. Before we return to the basic narrative for a brief look at the 1970'5 and the conclu­
sion, we need to look at certain aspects of associatio.nal history through which it has func­
tioned and he,ld up the Banner of the Master. 

Dealing with the points of emphasis of the Association, through which it has registered its 
energies for Christ, poses a real problem. Actually, we shall be dealing with topics each one of 
which should be the subject of a separate history itself. Obviously we cannot proceed on this 
basis. 50 we are bound to be selective and almost cruelly brief, hopefully looking to the day 
whf'n f'ach topic C<ln be expanded as it properly should be. 

And those towering personalities who strode across the scene: how could we ever ade­
quately cover the tireless saddle-trips of William B. Cooper as he rode spreading t~e Blessed 
Doctrine of Grace? 

What could we do about dauntless old Captain Harry Bryan Gibson? We see him lying 
grievously wounded on the Battlefield of Gettysburg, arising to go through life with a wooden 
leg. We see his monumental services both in education and in the Baptist cause. 

And our senior people. Prominent among so many are Mr. and Mrs. Sam Tedder; Mr. and 
Mrs. Jim Cruce, Mr. and Mrs. Martin Bishop, Mr. and Mrs. A. P. Hartsfield, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Asa Mcleod. Words could never adequately cover the glowing lives of our wonderful people. 

So what necessity forces us to do is to deal illustratively with a few of the topics, return for a 
brief word on the '1970's and, then, run down the curtain on this presentation. 

TOPICAL STU DIES 
Of Founding Churches 

Of the eleven churches whose messengers formed the Middle Florida Baptist Association at 
Macedonia, November, 1900, Brewer Lake; Live Oak (now Mt. Olive); _'v\acedonia; Midway; 
New Hopeful; Pleasant Grove (Lafayette); Pleasant Grove (Taylor); Pine Grove, and Hopewell 
are still vibrant in business for the King. Mt. Moriah, as we have indicated, has passed from 
this earthly scene. Triumph became inactive after 1912. 
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Associational Moderators 

We need to enlarge a bit further on the Reverend I. T. Farnell, our first Moderator. rhe 
Reverend Farnell was born in Brooks County, Georgia, lanuary 31, 1858. He married Ida 
Josephine Stevens, May 25, 1890.·To this union were born 'l2 children, six sons and six 
daughters. His pastorates extended over a broad area and included many churches: Clayland, 
Orange, Beulah. Rocky Sink, Philadelphia, San Pedro, Mt. Moriah, and others. His figure looms 
large in building fundamental values in family, the church, and in the state. 

It is noted that T. P. Mcleod, Ir., who was Moderator 1944·1946, also served as Associationa I 
Treasurer, 1961·1962. ludge W. B. Davis was the first layman to hold the post of Moderator. 
The longest record as moderator up to the present is held by the Reverend 5. B. Cole-'12 
terms. Dr. W. G. Stracener, moderator in '1935, went on to become president of the Florida 
Baptist State Convention, 1971. 

It would be a labor of love to expand on all those people who have wielded the gavel over 
our Association, but this, of course, is beyond the bounds of this presentation. Surely their in· 
fluence will abide over this cherished part of the Master's Vinevard. 

Associational Clerks 

In the early years this post of service was called ~ecretary. J. L. Rutherford, an ordained min· 
ister of the gospel, was the first clerk (or secretary). His area of service was broad indeed, in· 
cluding his participation in founding the First Baptist Church of Lee in 1904. We have had oc· 
casion to go carefully over the minutes of the founding session which he prepared, and pro· 
nounce that he was a workman of great skill and fidelity. We should point out that the 
Reverend R~therford, before the Middle florida Baptist Association was founded, was clerk of 
the old Florida Association in '1896, He has left a noble legacy in his children and in the serv· 
ices he performed. 

Harry Bryan Gibson, too, was a link between the old Florida and the Middle Florida Associ· 
ations. He began serving as clerk in the Florida Association in 1881 and served 13 subsequent 
years. His services to the Middle Florida Baptist Association began in 1901, following the 
Reverend Rutherford. I-Ie completed nine years in this relationship, making a total of 22 years 
of devoted service. 

Ardis Warren was the first layman to come to the post of clerk, 1910. A deacon in the Pine 
Grove Church, Mr. Warren served eight terms as clerk, through '19'17. 

We have referred at a number of points to the transcendent record of Carl W. Burnett as 
clerk. Beginning in 1921 Mr. Burnett, before he stepped from this stage of action in '1970, went 
on to accumulate 46 years of service, for a Southern Baptist record in this post. 

All of the men who have served in this important post are entitled to warm words of praise. 
They, to a man, have evinced faith and stewardship of high order. It has been noted that I. I. 
Farnell (1932"1935) was the son of I, T. Farnell, the first Moderator. All have helped to build a 
great heritage. Their influence for good and Kingdom extension will long rest I ike a benedic· 
tion over our land. 

Associational Treasurers 

As shown earlier, Daniel Farnell was treasurer during the period leading up to the organiza· 
tion of the Association. F. B. Williams (born July 15,1861) was formally elected as treasurer at 
that first historic session in 1900. He held the post, faithfully discharging its duties, until he 
passed, March 14,1931. Beloved Deacon Oscar A Henderson, another Macedonia layman, 
succeeded Mr. Williams and served until 195'1, two full decades of faithful self-giving. 

In 1952 we find Brother J. Vickers at the post. He was succeeded by Judge Guy M. McClain 
in 1955. The beloved judge served until 196'1 when, due to his untimely passing, T. P. Mcleod, 
Ir. came to the post. Brother Mcleod was succeeded in 1963 by W. T. Coody, a layman oi the 
First Baptist Church of Madison. Brother Coody continues his fine services in the treasurer­
ship. 

From the beginning until this good hour no word of scandal or evidence of inept steward· 
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ship has touched the Middle Florida Baptisl Association. It is noted that this work, requiring 
patience and care beyond measure, has always been held by laymen. Let uS revere the memo­
ryof those who have passed from this stage of action, and honor Brother Coody For courses o[ 
action that have shone, and will shine, unto lhal Perfect Day. 

Sunday Schools 

We find no mention of Sunday School in the founding minutes of 1900. By 1905 Sunday 
Schools are evidently coming under the focus of attention. In that annual session at Midway 
Church, we find this report: 

Report on Sunday Schools 

Dear Brethren: 'Ne, your Committee on Sunday Schools, are very sorry to have to report 
that very few of our churches have or report Sunday schools. This ought not to be, for we 
are commanded to bring up our children in the "nurlure and admonition of the Lord." We 
know of no better place than the Sunday school to give light to the rising generation and 
commend them to Christ. We t.herefore recommend that our pastors call the attention of 
the different churches to the importance of the Sunday school, and see that a Sunday 
school is organized and conducted in each church within our Association, if possible. 

Respectfully submitted, 
C L. Leggett, Chairman 

The report was discussed by Rev. 5.1. Mcleod, R. F. Hacker and I. R. Clem ems, and 
adopted. 

The 1909 record shows a table devoted to information on Sunday Schools. The 16 churches 
shown as having Sunday Schools give a total enrollment of 747 pupils, with 63 teachers. A 
strong committee was appointed at this session to operate in the area of Sunday Schools. The 
members were: C A Denmark, John Tamplin, J. R. ,V',u II is, and J. J. Farnell. 

By 19'19, and It a war year in erfect, the number enrolled in Sunday Schools (19 schools) had 
grown to 1081, with 122 teachers. In the report, signed by A N. Woodard,S, W. Tedder, 0, E. 
Thomas, Harry Mcleod, and R. R. Ware, the statement is made that "interest in Sunday 
Schools is increasing." 

Moving to '1926, when the Association mel at ,\1acedonia Church, Sunday School enroll­
ment was up to '1308, with evidence of grading com ing to the fore. Shown are various groups, 
starting with beginners and moving on up to seniors and adults. In the latter group were 335, 
possibly showing a growing emphasis on adult education. 

The year 1935 shows Sunday School progress, The grading system had been expanded. Pro­
visions for standards of excellence had been developed. However, no chluch had attained 
A"'1 standing. There were 87 teachers holding 1\ ormal Diplomas. Cradle Rolls were shown in 
Greenville, Hopewell, and Madison, with a total enrollment of 32 for the Association. Fol ey 
was a mission Sunday School at that time, with 50 enrolled. 

In 1939 came an event fraught with glorious possibilities for the Sunday School movement 
and other parts of our Baptist program in the Middle Florida Association. Due to the leader­
ship of our people, with A 1-1. Townsend, Moderator, and M. D. Jackson, Associationai 
Superintendent in the forefront, Miss Frieta Lamb was installed as Associational Educational 
Director. Here is a senlence from the announcement; "Miss Lam b's work is based on the idea 
that we must lay our hands on our young people if our denomination continues to go for­
ward." 

To activate the task, Henry Messer, a Madison layman, was chosen treasurer, and E. B. 
Browning, Sr., director of schedule, to work with the Reverend Jackson and other leaders, Ap­
parently, this represents the first effort of the Middle Florida Baptist Association lo secure 
leadership on an associational-wide basis. Miss Lamb was a dedicated Chrislian, with a back­
ground of professional training in her area, 

Bear in mind that Miss Lamb worked with other aspects of the program. The following ex-
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cerpt, from the original announcement, will give some idea of the range of her duties: 
Sunday School enlargement and organizational campaigns, including religious census, 
study courses for teachers, officers, and prospective workers; in focus are vacation Bible 
schools; Training Union work, including prospect accum ulation, departmentalization, 
study courses, visitation, and enlistment campaigns; W. M. U. work, includi ng study 
courSes, organization of W. M. S. and all auxiliaries, held with "Forward Steps"; assistance 
with evangelistic campaigns, both in preparing for and carrying on this church effort; pro­
moting the Brotherhood movement,general educational courses on great denominational 
enterprises, including home and foreign miSSions, Hundred Thousand Clubs, cooperative 
programs, tithing, general enlistment work of our Slate and Southern Baptist Conventions, 
etc. 

Surely, no one reading this list of aims can accuse anyone connected with the effort of "low 
vision,lf 

Miss Lamb remained for 30 months and worked prodigiously to change our religious land­
scape. May God reward her for her valiant efforts! 

The year 1945 brings us to an enrollment in Sunday Schools of 1961, scattered from cradle 
rolls (97 enrollees) to those above 25 years of age. Average attendance ran 275 in vacation Bi­
ble schools. A total of 80 persons were baptized from the Sunday Schools in the Association. 

The decade from 1945 to 1955 were years of continued growth, development of strong 
leaders, and using the Sunday Schools (church schools) in evangelism, stewardship, and 
general extension. In 1948 there was an additional organization for Sunday Schools, with C. A. 
Langford, of Perry, as General Superintendent. The Association, for convenience, had been 
divided into two districts. C. P. Wilson headed the southern district, while W. B. Clark led the 
northern sector. 

The year 1950 saw the Sunday School effort moving along in good order. There were 36 
schools, all graded, with a total enrollment of 3979, and 893 in vacation Bible schools. 

The year 1955 shows the same steadiness of purpose in Sunday School endeavors. There 
were 37 schools, an enrollment of 4608, an average attendance of 1'100. The heartening Sun­
day School report was brought by the Reverend James T. Barber, Madison pastoL He urged 
the completion of an associational-wide organization to foster this program, as there ap­
parently had been some erosion of the former organization. 

We come to the period of 19S5 to 1966. In 1956 evidence is not shown that the Reverend 
Barber's call for a new associational Sunday school organization had resulted in activation. 
However, in his report he issued the call again for such organization. There were 4695 
enrolled in the Sunday Schools. 

The year 1958 reflects that the Sunday School organization is moving, with Cecil Hicks as 
Superintendent, the Reverend Julian T. Maddox as Training Superintendent, and the other 
posts of service properly filled. Brother Hicks offered a stimulating set of goals in the Sunday 
School area, including an aim of gaining 15 percent in attendance in each ch urch. 

For 1959 we feel a showing of the associational leaders might be the best exhi bi tin thi s area: 

Su nday School Officers-1959 

Superintendent-Cecil Hicks, Lee, Fla. 
Training Supt.-Rev. Julian T. Maddox, Greenville, Fla. 
Enlargement & Evangelism Supt.-Rev. Jas. T. Barber, Madison, Fla. 
Vacation Bible School Supt.-Rev. A. l. Croy, Lee, Fla. 
Secretary-Miss Louise Brown, Lee, Fla. 
Pianist-Mrs. Julian T. Maddox, Greenville, Fla. 
Chorister-G C. Buchanan, Pinetta, Fla. 
Departmental Leaders: 

Nursery-
Beginners-Mrs. Eldredge Lyons, Rt. 1, Mayo, Fla. 
Primary-Mrs. Larry Willis, Rt. 1, Mayo, Fla. 
Juniors-Mrs. Lillie Sue Blair, Rt. 2, Madison, Fla. 
Intermediate--Mrs. Bob Milner, Rt. 3, Madison, Fla. 
Young People--Mrs. W. H. Dickey, Rt. 1, Madison, Fla. 
Adult-Rev. Larry Willis, Rt. 1, Mayo, Fla. 
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The rest of this decade was marked by orderly progress in Sunday School work We move to 
'1966 by reason of necessity. Total enrollment is down to 2479 (primarily caused by the Taylor 
County churches pulling out in 1957 to constitute the Taylor Association). The Sunday 
Schools were all graded and properly staffed. 

We must close out this section on Sunday Schools with a brief look at the latter 1960's and 
early 1970's. The year 1967 shows an enrollment of 2434, with an average attendance of 1423. 
For some reason the enrollment was down to 2273 for 196B- For 1969 we have a forceful re­
port on Sunday Schools by Walter E. Bailey. He pOinted out that a central training school had 
been plannpn for the Association, to be held in .\iladison. 

The '1970 session reflects that the enrollment was not doing much in the way of increase; in 
fact, it was down by 66 pupils. The enrollment in daily vacation Bible schools was up to 898, 
most encouragingly. Other information included herein will give a fair appraisal of Sunday 
School work in the recent period. 

It seems apparent that, more and more, the Sunday Schools are the feeders in our evan­
gelistic effort. Faithful teachers are invaluable in pointing our young people to the Master and 
toward development in a knowledge of His Word. 

Training for People 

As pointed out, the early organization devoted to training young people in Christian service 
was the Baptist Young People's Union. We have noted that Brother Louis Entzmingerwas ap­
pointed to give guidance to this movement. He was on the scene here in 1909 and was recom­
mended by L E. Hardee, C C Rawls, and P. A. Dice. They commended the work of training to 
the Association. This seems to be the formal beginning. 

Eleven years seem to have rolled by with scant emphasis in this field. In 1920, the Perry and 
San Pedro Churches are shown with B. Y. P. U.'s, reporting a total of 26 enrolled. C P. Dia­
mond was leader at Perry, and A. B. Sutton at San Pedro. In 1926 there was a forceful report in 
this area, signed by E. W. Kinsey, J. F. Hughey, E. M. Hicks, and Mrs. A. .\iI. Mills. 

There seems to have been some prosperity in this phase ot work by 1935. That year, at 
Macedonia Church. two churches are reported as having general organizations. They were 
Burton and Greenville. In segmental provisions there were 28 unions, with 557 enrollees, in­
cluding 40 adults. 

Presidents of the S. Y. P. U.'s in 1935 were: Brewer Lake, Mrs. 1. \N. Pittman; Burton, C C 
Moore; Central, Johnnie Maxwell; Elizabeth, Myrtis Stanley; Foley, Mrs. 5. A. Touchton; Green­
ville, Miss Irene Laney; Moseley Hall, S. R. Sapp; Mayo, Louise Pert; Madison, Buford Selman; 
New Hopeful, Albert Mcleod; Pine Grove, A. M. Warren; and Perry, W. E. Heflin. 

By 1941 the name had been changed to Baptist Training Union, and there had been effected 
an associational organization, with the Reverend Charles W. Persons as Director. There were 
seven adult unions, and 416 in the eight churches reporting. Grading of the unions i.s evident. 

By 1950 enrollment had risen to 2027 in the 29 churches reporting. Average attendance was 
1217. Mrs. Ben Perry of Madison was the Director of the associational union. It was more than 
evident that the churches were moving strongly in this area. 

The year 1959 shows the effects of the associational division. But there were 1550 enrolled 
with unions in all the churches but one. The late beloved Horace Weaver, son-in-law of the 
Reverend J. T. Farnell, was the Associational Director. 

The year 1970 showed 1030 enrolled, with unions in all the churches but two. The Reverend 
Douglas Mitchell was Director, and reported that much effort had been given to "shaping for 
the 70'5"-

We leave this topic with great sadness. There are so many who have served devotedly in 
this area. Illustratively, we mention Mrs. J. A. Nichols, who worked so unremittingly in the 
1940'5 for the advance of training in our Association. Of course, there are numerous others. 
God will reward each of them. 

Missions 

In the early days, no personnel worked in the area of rh issions on a general basis. The report 
of the finance committee of the Association shows that iii 1900 there was an expense of $1.50 
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"for Associational Missions." Ministers were paid small sums to promote the cause in area, 
that needed attention. This was the early beginning. 

In '1905 the Executive Committee reported, "We employed Brother L.1. Townsend to labor 
in the most destitute portion of Lafayette County for $5.00 per month for one·half time and, 
also, Brother J. W, Pierson to labor in Taylor County at the same salary; and, from their reports 
to us, we feel that their labors have been blessed." 

We note, also, that the Reverend A. N, Woodard and R. F. Hacker had done some mission­
ary work for the Association the same year. It is to be assumed that work of this type con­
tinued through the years, often stimulated by the state leaders. 

We have reterred to the coming of Miss Frieta Lamb in 1939. She was in effect the first Asso­
ciational Missionary. It is remembered that she published a short bulletin periodically, known 
as "The Informer." It was done on a mimeograph. In the June 26 issue of 194'1, Miss Lamb 
stated that the goal for vacation Bible schools was 18. She speaks up warmly for attendance at 
Ridgecrest, too. She advertised the Fifth Sunday Meeting to be held at Friendship, June 29, the 
same year. 

Then the State Mission Board moved into this area for the establ ishment of the office of Dis­
trict Missionaries, or superintendents. These men usually served a group of associati ons, 
brought information, stimulation, and leadership, 

On the basis of the research that we have been able to bring to this matter, the Reverend 
R. C. Alderman was at this post in the early 1940's. He was a man of firm commitment and 
high character. He, of course, had a large area, but he brought industry and drive to the task, 
possibly too much for his personal health. While holding a revival at Steinhatchee, he was 
called home suddenly. He died in harness, as he would have wished. Blessed be his Inemory! 

Then we settled down to a long and profitable ministry under the Reverend David O. Alder­
man. In his first report he shows that he travelled 8795 miles and received 16 by profession of 
faith. His leadership in subsequent years covered the waterfront, so to speak. 

Among his magnificent achievements was holding stewardship revivals. He hel ped 
churches find pastors, always stepping gracefully aside to the Master's will in this matter. He 
fostered subscriptions to helpful publications, conducted soul-winning conferences. 

His was the personality eminently fitted to work in this area. No fellowship delight could 
surpass eating picnic lunch with him, Carl Burnett, and John Colli ns. He served past the 
mid-'1960's, and then the good~ Lord called him to a higher reward. His memory, like a sweet, 
benediction, will long rest over this land. 

Then in 1967 came the Reverend B. D. Locke. He was a seasoned veteran of the Way, sound 
in doctrine, and ever eager to advance the cause. His report as field secretary of District 3 that 
year shows that he possessed an excellent grasp of the total task. He urged that the Associ­
ation be fully organized in each phase of the work; that each church dedicatedly participate in 
the Crusade for the Americas. 

He gave the dates for special events, streSSing World Missions and prayer for the coopera­
tive program during October. This meaningful sentence appears in his 1970 report to the As­
sociation; "I challenge every leader to take a gook look at themselves and their commitment 
to Christ" 

The Reverend Locke was the latest of our District Missionaries and remained with the post 
until he took retirement, a well-earned retirement, in 1975. 

To give direction to the missions program, the Association for anum ber of years has had a 
missions committee. The Association owes much gratitude to these able people. Illustratively, 
we show the committee membership for 1968: Eugene Stokes, Johnnie Smith, Elbert G. Tyner, 
Bill Terrell, and LT. Carter. This will give an idea of the type of men entrusted with thi s impor­
tant assignment. 

Women's Work 

hom our prior discussion of the fact thal women were not given "the liberty of the associ­
ational floor" in the early days, we must not infer that the women have ever been idl e. The 
minutes of the 1885 session of the old Florida Association, as noted by Dr. Doak 5, Campbell, 
show that association had an associational organization with three churches represented: 
Hopeful, Ebenezer, and Tallahassee. 
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Dr. Campbell further shows that the first time a lady actually addressed the association was 
in 1887 at Oak Grove Church, Pinetta Church prior to 1918. The distinguished lady was Sister 
L. B. Telford, Corresponding Secretary of Woman's Mission to Women. Dr. E. Earl Joiner 
points out that ,'vlrs. N. A. Bailey was the earliest Secretary for women's work, begin ni ng in the 
early 1880'5. 

The minutes of the Middle Florida Baptist Association for 1909, in its session with Brewer 
Lake, reflect that Mrs. Lon Walker was Presidenl of the Central Society; Mrs. W. R. Ivey headed 
the Madison group, and Mrs. S. H. Peacock was leader at Perry. These Missionary Societies had 
each raised respectable funds for missions and benevolences. 

By 1912, the movement had been given a table in the minutes of the session that year meet­
ing with the Central Church. This shows $155.43 raised by societies at Greenville, Madison, 
Mayo and Perry. 

The movement progressed. By 1920, Pinetta and San Pedro are reported as having unions in 
addition to those reported for 1912. They raised 5523.13 for local work and $483.85 for mis­
sions and benevolences. There were 132 members. 

The year 1932 shows that the work was still growing. Total gifts ran to $1743.81, with a total 
enrollment of 437 members involved in all phases of the full convention program. 

Moving to 1941, contributions mounted to 52627.06. The grand ladies holding the presiden­
cies were: Brewer Lake, Mrs. Fannie Williams; Burton, Mrs. W. K. Patrick; EI izabeth, Mrs. ). G. 
Walker; Foley, Mrs. W. B. Evans; Greenville, .Ylrs. T. P. Mcleod, Jr.; lee, Mrs. J. H. Haven; 
Madison, Mrs. Grady Rea; Mayo, Mrs. John G. Kelly; Perry, Mrs. J. A. Vickery; Pi ne Grove, Mrs. 
l. F. Kelly. This will give an idea of the fine leadership over the association. 

By 1950, the enrollment was 1095. Mrs. S. A. Touchton was the Associational President. The 
movement was onward. 

In 1961, to move forward a decade by necessity, Mrs. Rubye Breare of Mayo was at the post 
of President of the Women's Missionary Union. The report states that emphasis for that year 
was on stewardship; that more time had been devoted to programs outlined in the Royal 
Service Magazine. Mrs. Albert Gentry, upcoming President, stated the goal for 1961-1962 was 
to increase the number of WMU organizations by 10 percent, and to increase the Lottie ,Moon 
offering by '14 percent. 

By '1969 we find Mrs. ). L. Wynn in the presidency. The report shows this full slate of offi-
cials: 

WMU Director-Mrs. J. L. Wynn 
Sec.-Treas.-Mrs. N orman Howard 
WMS Director-Mrs. Rubye ). Breare 
YWA Director-Mrs. Sidney Jordan 
G. A. Director-Mrs. Mildred Day 
Publicity Director-Mrs. W. E. Wilson 
Sunbeam Director-Mrs. Donnie Barnes 
Song leader-Rev. H. Harllee 
Pianist-Mrs. H. Harllee 
BWe Director-Miss Sallie Wilson 
Ass't Director-Mrs. Mollie Monk 
Sec. and Treas.-Mrs. Harvey Croft 
Children's Home Director-Mrs. Edward Sexton 

The remaining portion of the 1970'5 to the end of this history shows commendable progress 
in WMU work. Following dedicated leadership under Mrs. Wynn, Mrs. ~orman Howard, 
another alert president, is shown at this post in 1972-73. Shown for that year are a total of 44 
organizations in this area, and an enrollment of 464. Mrs. Howard, giving inspiration to all, is 
still head of theA.ssociational WMU. 

Part of the disappointment of writing about Women's Work is the fact that so many shi ni ng 
names of our gallant women are necessarily left out. We are particularly conscious that 
women in our churches are in the vanguard when it comes .to missions. Further, wom en do 
more than any group to keep the great voluntary convention programs before the ch urche5. 

Quite obviously, as stated, we cannot include the names of all the dedicated ladie<; who 
have led the Women's Work in our Association. We do mention a few of these great ladies: 
Mrs. R. F. Bunting, 19F; Mrs. Susie Humphrey, 1919; Mrs. W. B. Davis, 1920; Mrs. Eula Kirby, 
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1921; Mrs. C L. Leggett, 1922; and in the 193o.'s, Mrs. R. B. Bryan, Mrs. M. H. Bagley, and Mrs. 
M. D. Minter. In the early '195o.'s come Mrs. I. A. Zipperer and Mrs. Sue Raines. All honor to 
these and to all who have served in the churches and in our Association. 

Who could ever adequately thank the women for their clarion calls to the Lottie Moon and 
Annie Armstrong offerings? Their teachings on local, state, and foreign missions help all, 
young people and men alike, to realize that our solemn commitments in missions are rooted 
in the Great Commission of Our Lord. 

We have traced the indefatigable work of our women from the days during which no one of 
their number was allowed to speak on the floor of the Association. We have seen where that 
valiant Sister Nancy Hagen rose up at Liberty Church to assert the great principles of the 
glorious missionary enterprise. 

All through the years, and until this great day, we have felt safety and a tug in the right di rec­
tions from our women, church by church, and at the general meeti ngs. May we hold high that 
banner of Christian love and endeavor which, so falthtully, has ever been shown by the 
devout women of our Association. 

The Brotherhood 

As society was organized across the years, men were counted the breadwinners; and 
women were more nearly engaged in the duties of the home. ,It became apparent to our 
sound leaders that our men in the southland were falling far be hi nd the women in general 
Christian education and missionary skills. 

Accordingly, the Brotherhood movements sprang up as an answer to this problem. Added 
to the need for education in missions, stewardship, witnessing and other Christian attitudes 
and skills was the need for wholesome fellowship among men. 

The minutes of 1935 do not seem to show activity in this area. However, 1941, C. R. Brooke, 
F. L. Walker, and W. N. Webb gave a good report to the Association on Brotherhood. They 
stated that 22 churches had brotherhoods and that the spirit of cooperation had never been 
better. By 1946, brotherhood had a table in the minutes, with J. O. Simmons, Lamar Andrews, 
Henry Messer, Marvin Odom, and H. L Jones heading the organizations in their churches. At 
this time the associational officers were: CT. Hall, President; E. B. Browning, Sr., Program 
Vice-President; Guy McClain, Activities; L F. McCall, Attendance; J. Louis Burch, Membership; 
and T. P. Mcleod, Jr., Secretary-Treasurer. Pledges to the cooperative program ran $5380.62. 

Passing to 1950., we find Ernest M. Page, jr., Madison layman, heading the brotherhood 
committee. J. L Pate, Greenville layman, was shown as Secretary-Treasurer; while I. f. McCall 
of Perry was Vice-President. The associational meetings rotated among the churches, quar­
terly. Brother Page stated that 135 men attended the last meeting in Perry. Several new 
brotherhoods had been organized, the report showed. 

In 1955, we find Ellis Lipscomb of Perry was Perry as President, heading a full slate of of­
ficers. He was assisted by H. E. MCArthur, Program; Kelly Bailey, Activities; W. M. Colson, Sf., 
Chorister; F. W. Cruce, Pastor-Advisor; and W. H. Peacock, Secretary-Treasurer. It was a year 
of progress. 

By 1961----and this was after the Taylor County churches withdrew----active brotherhoods 
are reflected in the table below from the minutes of that year: 

CHURCHES 
Brewer Lake 
Elizabeth 
Greenville 
t-Iopewell 
Lee First 
Madison First 
Mayo 
Midway 
Mt. Olive 
New Home 

PRESIDENTS OF MEN'S BROTHERHOODS AN D ADDRESSES 
lack D. Towler, Box 18, Day, Fla. 
Herbert Demott, Rt. 1, Monticello, Fla. 
Lamar Patrick, Greenville, Fla. 
lack Wynn, Rt. 1, Madison, Fla. 
J. T. Miller, Rt. 3, Box 11, Lee, Fla. 
L. C. Bruner, Madison, Fla. 
D. W. West, Mayo, Fla. 
Theo Webb, Lee, Fla. 
Randall Scott, Rt. 1, Madison, Fla. 
Marvin Bass, RL 1, Madison, Fla. 
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Pine Grove 
St. johns 

V. E. Adams, Pinetta, ~Ia. 
Shorty Norris, Rt. 4, Greenville, Fla. 

The president shown for 1961 was W. T. Coody, a layman of the First Baptist Church of 
Madison. 

For -1966, the brotherhood report was given by CariS. Bevis, President. Brother Bevis shows 
that an association-wide revival had been planned for Macedonia in early October; that 1- v. 
Cason, a layman from Faith Church, had been chosen as president for the coming year. 

By 1970, the name used in the report was "Baptist Men's Brotherhood." Blalock Raines, 
Madison layman, was at the post of associational president. Brother Raines pointed out that 
the area of responsibility for brotherhoods had been expanded to include 7- and 8-year-old 
boys, hitherto carried by the WMU. He urged use of the manuals from the State office. 

Eugene Stokes, a layman of Faith Baptjpt Church, was president in 1972, a post he faithfully 
held until succeeded by Bill Grant in 1975. 

From the days of Brother Rickerson, previously mentioned, we have had faithful men to 
guide the Brotherhood. In addition to fellowship, education, and all the usual objectives, our 
Brotherhood has invested heavily in such special projects as the Middle Florida Baptist As­
sembly. 

Further, the attendance at the meetings has been consistently good from the beginning un­
til now. Surely it is a noble work, prosecuted in the Master's Name. May it continue in its for­
ward strides for the Master. 

Music 

It was October 20, 1972. Dr. Earl E. joiner, Carl Burnett, and the writer stood before St johns 
Missionary Baptist Church, where the Middle Florida Baptist Association was holdi ng its sec­
ond day's session. As we recounted earlier days, beloved Sam Tedder came forward with a 
time-marked volume in his hand. 

Let us pause to say that, according to our information, Sam Tedder, Mrs. ~onie Meeks, and 
Charles Walker are the only surviving members of the 1900 Association-when it was 
organized at Macedonia. And at this point, let us honor them for their fidelity to the Master as 
the years have come and gone. 

The book Sam had in his hand, and which very quickly captured our attention, was a copy 
of "Christian Harmony" Brother Tedder told of shaped and square notes, the conviviality of 
singing schools, and their contributiqns both to the singing in our churches and in singing 
conventions. 

I'retty soon we drifted to the old singing school masters. Among this dedicated group was 
W. C. Woodall, who ranged far and wide over north Florida in his 89 years of abundant living. 
Before Brother Woodall joined that heavenly choir in 1937, he had made a deep im pression 
on Christian music. Although Taylor County was his home, we iind that he was in Macedonia 
around 1916, conducting a singing school. 

In early church music, it was not uncommon to use a tuning fork to establish the pitch. 
Later, of course, the organ was used to find the appropriate key. Even earlier, there was the old 
custom of the leaders "lining off" of the hymns. The singing conventions served to stimulate 
better singing in our churches and trained a fine group of song leaders. Macedonia and 
Brewer Lake were among the churches that steadfastly nurtured the singing conventions. 

Some of our lovely music came from singing families, like those of B. I. Green, T. A. Cordray, 
and S. A. lamb. The earliest church music in our Association was, of course, congregational 
singing. In those early years the instrument was a foot-pumped organ, an air instrument in 
contrast to the piano. 

Church music, like other phases of our worship, has gone through an evol uti on. Seemi ngly, 
from the first there were soloists. like Council Bush. Occasionally, the accompaniments in­
cluded the violin. Gradually the piano displaced the old-fashioned organ, with many 
churches coming to pipe organs. Special groups, like quartets, moved into prominence to 
enliven the worship. 

The trend in the more recent years has been to have choir directors and regular pianists. A 
good many churches have Ministers of Music. Sometimes this is included in a full program of 
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youth leadership. 
Formal organizations or personnel for music seem lacking prior to 1948 in our Association, 

as viewed from the entries in the minutes. We do find a list of church music directors in the 
1948 minutes. You will note that this also shows the Reverend Felix Parker as Assodational 
Music Director. We show this list below: 

Music Directors 

Association Director-Rev. Felix Parker, Perry, Florida 
Athena-Mary Kate Ricketson, Perry, Florida 
Burton-E. J. Tedder, Perry, Florida 
Foley-Albert Cothran, Foley, norida 
friendship--'-Madell Murphy, Perry, Florida 
Hopewell-Johnnie McClarnma, Madison, Florida 
Midway-Leland Humphries, Madison, Florida 
Macedonia-Carl W. Burnett, Madison, florida 
New Home (T)---5. H. Hendry, Perry, Florida 
Perry-Rev. ,Loren Williams, Perry, Florida 
Riverside-J. W. Lyons, Mayo, I'\orida 

The minutes of 1950 show Miss Tommie Lee Fowler of Perry as the general chairman of this 
area. By 1955 the Reverend F. A. Parker is the general leader. In the 1963 minutes it is shown 
that the department of music is well staffed. Recognition, too, is given to accompanists. We 
reflect these entries: 

Music-'1963 

Director-Rev. E. L. Gurr, Box 688, Madison, Florida 
Pastor Advisor-Rev. Jack A. Shaw, Box 307, Madison Florida 
Director of Instrumental Activities--Mrs. Herbert DeMott, Monticello 
Director of Training-Rev. I. T. Maddox, Box 92, GreenVille, Fla. 
Director of Congregational Activities--Mrs. II. C Gentry, Madison 
Director of Publicity and Promotion-Mr. A. C Gentry, Madison 

Organist or Pianist 

Brewer Lake-Mrs. Pearl F. Prine, Day, Florida 
Central-Mrs. Thomas Reams, Rt. 1, Monticello, Florida 
Cherry Lake-Mrs. A. C. Gentry, Rt. 3, Madison, Florida 
Elizabeth-Miss Linda DeMott, Monticello, Florida 
Greenville-Mrs. Julian T. Maddox, Box 92, Greenville, Florida 
Hopewell-Mrs. Kathleen Lamb, Rt. 1, Madison, Florida 
Lamont-Mrs. Hazel Westberry, Lamont, Florida 
Lee First-Mrs. I. T. Carter, Rt. 3, Box 124, Jasper, Florida 
Macedonia-Miss Irma Day, lee, Florida 
Madison First-Mrs. Vernon Ragan" Box 261, Madison, Florida 
Mayo--Mrs. Leon Land, Box 78, Mayo, Florida 
Midway-Mrs. Norma Webb, Rt. '1, Madison, Florida 
Moseley Hall-Mrs. Juanity Cruce, Madison, Florida 
Mt. Gilead-Mrs. Wanda Kemp, Greenville, Florida 
Mt. Olive-Miss Mary Grace Sapp, Rt. 1, Box '146, Madison, Florida 
New Home-Mrs. Henry Lewis, Rt. 1, Madison, Florida 
New Hopeful-Jean Faulkner, Pinetta, Florida 
New Macedonia-Miss Wilma Jean Davis, Greenville, Florida 
Pine Grove-Mrs. Thomasina Oliver, Box 393, Madison, Florida 
Pinetta First-Miss Patty Ward, Rt. 2, Madison, Florida 
Pleasant Grove (L)---Miss Evelyn Downing, Rt. 1, Mayo, Florida 
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Pleasant Grove (T}--Russell Tedder, Rt. 1, Greenville, Florida 
Riverside-Miss Eliza Lou Lyons, Rt. 'I, Mayo, florida 
Sirmans--Mrs. Yvonnie Sullivan, Mayo, Florida 
Sl. Johns--Miss Doris Newman, Rt. 4, Greenville, Florida 

In 1967 Mrs. Bessie Lee (Green) Worthington headed our Music Department, assisted by 
Miss Sallie Wilson, Mrs. R. L. Crafton, the Reverend Harold Harllee, the Reverend Thad 
Entzminger, and Mrs. Linda DeMott. A full schedule of events was developed, including four 
Hymn Singings. 

Brother Clinton I-Ianis was in leadership in 1970. Gradually emphasis was being placed, and 
rightfully, on music in our churches. Brother Harris continued to give direction through the 
early 1970'5. By 1975-76, Mrs. Herbert DeMott was in the post of I eadershi p. She is assisted by 
a full slate of alert people whose names will be reflected elsewhere in this document. 

As in all phases of its development, the Association is eternally grateful 10 those who, now 
and through the years, have made such a wonderful contribution to the Master's Ca use 
through music. 

The Florida Baptist Children's Home 

Hearl·warming legends overarch this place. We refer to old Oakland Cemetery, located on 
State Road 158 southwest of Madison. Near the back of this cemetery is the grave of Mrs. Har­
riel B. Wright, who died on a visit here while the guns of the Civil War were roaring in 1863. 
Mrs. Wright had accompanied her husband on the frightful march of the Choctaw Indians as 
they were driven from the eastern seaboard. 

1 radition says that along the way she cared for an Indian boy whose parents had died. Some 
years after the march the Indian boy, now grown and wealthy, retur[led here and placed the 
tombstone at the grave of this devoted Presbyterian missionary. 

The Middle Florida Baptist Association, through all its years, has been kind to our orphans. 
Many the noble lady who has saved trade stamps and coupons to assist in operating our 
Children's Home at Arcadia and, later, at Lakeland. 0 ur layman and pastors have sent carloads 
of produce to be used in this mission, a mission truly shrouded in glory. 

We need, at least, to mention the names of some of our dedicated people who have given 
special interest to this ministry. Mr. and Mrs. Drew Hughey saved and sold eggs during the 
depression in support of the I-lome. Guy M. Sims took his wagon and gathered produce for 
this purpose. Sharing in this high endeavor were G. Frank Andrews, Guy McClain, O. A Hen­
derson, lames Underwood, W. C. Winderweedle, and Van H. Priest. 

Typical of pastoral interest and care was the Reverend John R. Collins, chairman in 196'i, 
and the Reverend Rex Brookings, 1967. By 1970 H. E. McArthur was heading this work. Mrs. 
Audrey Wood has been leading this effort in recent years. Our people, both in lay relationship 
and leadership positions, have purchased a rich reward in supporting our Florida Baptist 
Children's Home. 

The Florida Baptist Foundation 

Florida has had a means of giving voice and force to money management for Christ through 
its foundation since 1947. The Reverend M. I. Fowler was Middle Florida Association Chair­
man in 1955. E. G. Mugge was at this post in 1956. He was succeeded by the Reverend I ulian T. 
Maddox. In 1958 the Reverend I. T. Fann was Chairman, succeeded by the Reverend Charles 
W. Crim. 
t. B. Browning, Sr. served during 1961; E. G. Moore, the next year. The Reverend Ted Rhod­

da is shown as Chairman in 1963. By 1966 the post came under the care of Lacy R. Woodard, 
long-time (46 years) Treasurer of the first Baptist Churc:, of Madison. He has continued to 
serve up to the present. 

We should mention that Henry Messer has in former years served on the Slate Directorate 
with Gus lohnson, State Executive Secretary· Treasurer. The Foundation, on state and local 
levels, offers sound advice on legacies, trusts, or other means for extending the effective use of 
money in support of the Cause of Christ. 
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The Youth Rally 

Some rather wise person has said, "Education gives one the ability to do things they have 
not experienced, while experience gives security and skills in performing the actual tasks of 
life." The Youth Rally, involving as it does our leaders of today and tomorrow, cuts both ways, 
It educates. It gives experience. 

We hear so much in this date and age about "finding ourselves in a modern world." What 
better guidance could come to our youth than associating together to further the Cause of 
Christ? The Youth Rally is comparatively new in our Association, but it has been touched with 
that enthusiasm that gives life to an organizational effort. 

To show the type of fine young people involved in the Youth Rally, we give the leaders for 
1970-1971: Clyde Cruce, President; Gary Cannon, Vice-President; Dean Webb, Secretary; 
Phyllis Newman, Treasurer; Wayne Lewis, Song Leader, Tempie Lee O'Quinn, Pianist; and the 
Reverend Allen Young, Pastor Advisor. 

Clyde Cruce served as President until 1973, when he was succeeded by Elbert Cox of the 
Pinetta Church. Jenny Burnett was at the post in 1975_ The entire Association, surely, gives 
three cheers to all who have helped to make the Youth Rally effective in serving the Master. 

Middle Florida Baptist Assembly 

We have an irrepressible feeling that this topic should be treated for its idealism rather than 
its history. The story of this Assembly is one to warm the blood. It actually needs to have a 
separate, detailed history by a discerning and sensitive writer. 

Let us approach this matter in great reverence. To the west of State Road 53 in Lafayette 
County, the lonely waves of beautiful Lake Pickett splashed against the shoreline. This lake 
and adjoining property was owned by Mrs_ Naomi Sapp, a great Christian lady, with her hus­
band, who shared her sentiments. 

We were told that during her lifetime, Mrs. Sapp used to wander and meditate under the 
mystic sway of this area. There she had a vision of an assembly to which the Christians of mid­
dle Florida could come for renewal and inspiration. 

We understand that she confided her uplifting vision to her noble son, Delmar Sapp_ In the 
fullness of time, Brother Sapp deeded this area to be used cooperatively by a num ber of asso­
ciations in keeping with the foresight and love of his mother, in which he shared. After toil 
and prayers and much cooperative effort, the Assembly is there to the Glorv of the Master. 

Now where shall we go from here? The minutes of 1955 show a group of Directors of the 
Middle Florida Assembly Grounds. These noble men were the Reverends James T. Barber, 
Alva Horton, and S. V. Cofield_ Passing rapidly to 196-1, we find that the Reverend I-lorton is 
President of the Middle Florida Baptist Assembly_ 

The Reverend Horton reports: "We have a good road built to the grounds, have acquired 
four more acres of site, have finished three buildings, and had enough concrete blocks con­
tributed to build two more dormitory buildings." He shows in his 1964 report that the uses of 
the assembly are manifold_ 

In the year -1966, the Reverend Horton is still president and leading a forward surge in sup­
port and in construction. The officers for 1967 are shown as: the Reverend Nathan Medl ing, 
Glen St. Mary, President; Mr. Delmar Sapp, Branford, Vice-President; the Reverend W_ P_ 
McElroy, Gainesville, Secretary; the Reverend Harold Harllee, Mayo, Treasurer. 

The report for -1970 shows that ground was broken for the Dave 0_ Alderman Chapel_ The 
report was given by the Reverend Harllee_ The details of this venture, including the heroic 
work of the Reverend I. T. Carter, builder and minister, were given. I he Reverend I-Iarllee COll­

tinues the record of progress in 1970. By 1973, the Reverend Elbert C. Tyner, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church of Madison, is shown as President. 

For many years the Reverend Tyner conducted the camp activities with their mani fold tests 
and opportunities. Recognizing his stamina and forceful leadership, the camp was named 
"The Elbert Tyner Youth Camp," a lovely and just act of recognition_ Our vilal Reverend Mark 
McCoy, pastor at Cherry Lake, is shown in the post for 1975_ Walter S. McKinney is the resi­
dent Camp Manager. 
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In addition to the vision flashed in the mind of Sister r--;aom i Sapp by the Most High, the as­
sembly is significant in that it has shown the glory of cooperative effort with associations 
working together. It is a place where people, under the dictum of the Master, "Come ye apart 
and rest for a while", may repair for renewal of body, mind, and 50ul. Concurrently, it has a 
strong evangelistic impact. 

The lingering shadows of great people will join those of the Sapp family in a great heritage. 
The Reverend Alva Horton suffered a cardiac attack while personally working on a building. 
The Reverend Carter, our beloved Moderator, has exercised his skill and strength here in 
building for the good task of Christ. The Middle Florida Baptist Assembly is a creditable and 
praiseworthy achievement. 

Of Abridgment 

That sensitive historian of the future who turns to this task will be very conscious as we 
are-and painfully so--that we have had to abridge many subjects where desire clamored for 
enlargment. There are many topics that, worthy as each is, have been skipped entirely. They 
must await the patient care of a future writer who will come, lovi ngly, this way. 

We have passed up the Aged Ministers report, so feelingly stressed before the advent of the 
Relief and Annuity Board. The state of the churches used to draw much attention and 
emphasis. We work in this area today, but approach it differently. I ri the struggling days of 
periodicals, Dr. Ed Soloman used to come before the associational meetings and put on for­
ceful "arousements." Education has so captured the minds of Ilaptists that we felt comforta­
ble in leaving out formal discussion here. 

Our records are replete with suCh special programs as the 75 Million Dollar Campaign, and 
launching the Cooperative Program. With respect to missions and evangelism, not formally 
treated, it is felt that our entire focus is in these areas in accordance with our time-honored 
commitments. 

Resolutions have spoken eloquently to the topics of the day: temperance, improper nar­
cotics, ~ambling, and other practices. Ever there has been that graceful expression of gra­
titude for the hospitality of host churches. Out lovely ladies, each year, have called the roll of 
those who have gone to that celestial city where there is no night. 

Stewardship has had, too, a place of centralitv, but, again, it 15 felt that this emphasis falls 
within the category of evangelism and missions. United Christian Action takes its place along 
the side of temperance. The North Florida Junior College Campus Ministries, although some­
what inactive at present, have made a fine contribution under such leaders as Cindy Jordan. 

Other areas that have called for expression ( which we have had to silence) are Florida Bap­
tist Retirement Center, usually led by Thad Entzminger; American Bible Society, budget, calen­
dar of activities, hospitals, libraries, radio and television, the convention visitors, recognition 
of Senior Stewards, and the great and glorious hours of fellowship around the tables and 
elsewhere. The Association, in our judgment, is at its best when united in worship. The associ­
ations make up audiences that challenge the ministers chosen to lead in worship. Who could 
ever forget those electrifying hours when the Figure and Glory of our Blessed Masterwas held 
up by His servants? 

BACK TO THE 1970's 

As the limitations of both time and space force condensation of these pages, it has ap­
peared to us that we might be wise to use the space allotted for this section for a brief analysis 
of the Association's coming to maturity. The same officers served from 1970 to the end of the 
recorded period. They were: the Reverend I. T. Carter, Moderator; E. B. Browning, Sr., Vice­
Moderator; Robert Bellflower, Clerk; W. T. Coody, Treasurer; and Mrs. Marjorie Woodard, Sec­
retary. The details of the meetings are reflected elsewhere in t-his document. 

Growth in Churches 

There were 11 churches in the dynamic organization at Macedonia in November, 1900. In 
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1957 there were 38 churches in membership. That year 11 churches pulled out Lo organize the 
Taylor Association, details of which are reflected herein. We now have 28 churches holding 
membership in the Association. 

A Glance at Numbers 

Let us take the last half-century. In '1<)25 we had a total membership of 3012. In 1975 the tally 
was 5018 as shown by the 1975 Florida Baptist Convention Annual. This is heartening, 
especially when we recall that we lost 11 churches in 1957. Total monies raised for these years 
is shown as $39,791.44 and $436,954.00. That is progress! The value of church property has in­
creased during this period from $82,740 to $1,355,000 

Correspondingly, there has been growth In beLLer sanctuaries of worsn!p, educational 
planls, and pastoriums. The movement in Baplisl construction has been toward masonry in 
recent years. Nearly every church, in contrast to outdoor baptismal facilities in early days, 
now has an attractive baptistry. Beauty is now the rule, church by church. Long gone are 
cus-toms of serving communion from a common goblet and using a deacon's hal for taking up 
the collection. But these practices of the early years do leave a trail of nostalgic memories. 

Filling the Gap 

From the research that we have done, it does not appear that a single church of those 11 
gathered in 1900 for the organization, was a church that held services each Sunday, called 
now "full time churches." Even in 1925, there were only three full time churches: Greenville, 
Perry, and Madison. Macedonia was a half-time church. All the rest were quarter-time 
churches. What about 1975? God be praised, every church in the Association has two services 
each Sunday. Every church but three shows contributions to the Cooperative Program, and 
this was probably due to the late arrival of contributions. 

Contrary to actual lacts, it was an early impression that the Baptist Cause in this area was 
espoused and developed by ignorant men. Nothing could be further from the truth. Although 
self-educated, R. J. Mays, our first Convention President, was a master of New Testament 
Greek and other conveyances of ideas. Elders W. B. Cooper and Henry Z. Ardi s were both col­
lege graduates. All our early founders were men of education and superlative culture. 

Then there came a philosophy embodied in this misdirected idea: "If God calls a preacher 
He will fill his mouth." This view is passing rapidly from the scene. The present pastors of the 
churches of our Association speak good English, show high levels of intelligence, and "study 
Lo show themselves approved unto God. "This is something to warm our hearts. Not eve­
ryone can go to college, but all can improve themselves through extension classes and home 
study. 

Pastoral Care 

One of the issues that split our early Baptists, as we have previously shown, was compensa­
tion for preachers. To digress, within the confines of the last 50 years, a deacon sought 
counsel from a trusty preacher on what to do about the deacon's pastor not paying his bills. 
The old preacher, very wise in God's work, found out that the pastor had four children and 
the deacon had one. He discovered the pastor had had some sickness in his family. Finally, he 
asked the deacon what his income was, and it was rather high com pared with what the 
church was paying the preacher. After a bit of heart-searching, the old veteran of the church 
told the deacon that the problem could be solved by raising the com pensation of the pastor. 
The deacon agreed, went back, and promoted the idea to success. There was no more com­
plaint about bill-dodging by the pastor, and he remained as pastor for 11 more years. 

If observation for many years indicates one thing, definitely it is that God blesses churches 
that love their pastors and treat them fairly both in word and deed. It is felt that in this aspect 
there is marked progres~ in our Association. May it ever continue, buttressed by the Wil I of 
God. 

Obviously, the other side to this is that the pastor love his church. Dr. J. L. White once said, 
"I am always pleased when I see my laymen developing in God's work." On this score, results 
indicate that our pastors do love their churches and take joy in the growth of their people. 

And on this important note, we run down the curtain on this presenlation. 
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CONCLUSIO~ 

We have tried to examine the heritage of Baptists from the early days of this state through 
the years. We have seen that this area contributed mightily to the organization and strength of 
the Baptist effort. We walk daily among the shrines of history. Here the State Baptist Conven· 
tion was organized ami the implementing State Board ofv\issions had its origin. 

Here the Cross of Christ has been helo aloft In both sunshine and shadow. We have visited 
Riverside in 1918 while the flu epidemic laid its arresting hand on our people. Butthe Cause 
went onl We have seen the tragic shadows oi war and depression strike at the stamina of our 
people. But the Cause went on. We have seen evangelism lull and then re-assert itself. 

We have seen some revivals (formerly called "protracted meetings") apparently turn out in 
sterility, but our people, where this is a problem, are studying the situation so that we may 
again scale the heights for the Master's Glory. Surely. He will lead on through any darkness 
that may seem to obscure the way. 

We are workmen together with God. He has called us out of darkness into His marvelous 
light. Our commitment covers not only that warm glow of the emotions, but reaches to the 
intellect, that we may be wise in His Kingdom work. The continuing task before us calls for 
Christian administration and statesmanship oi the highest order. 

Let us, drawing on the inspiration of our heritage and ever relying upon the strength and in­
sight of the Master, press on in the deep consciousness that we shall reap in due time if we 
faint not. We recall that blessed revelation on the Emmaus Way, set forth in Luke 24. May we, 
too, have burning hearts, and visions that, as Dr. Charles R. Erdman suggests, will not fade in 
deepening twilight but grow brighter throughout the Eternal Day. 

MILESTONES IN NORTH FLORIDA BAPTIST HISTORY 

The Florida Missionary Baptist Association 

1831-Establishment of Elizabeth Church, oldest in the present limits of the Middle Florida 
Missionary Baptist Association. 

NOVEMBER, 1842-Call for organization of Florida .\ssociation (the Ochlocknee Association 
having gone Primitive Baptist) at Shiloh Church, .\I\adison County. 

MARCH 5, 1843---Florida Association organized at Indian Springs Church, Leon County, 
Florida. 

OCTOBER 16, 1843---first formal Annual Meeting oi the Florida Association held at Ebenezer 
Church, lefferson County. 

NOVEMBER 18-20, 18S4-Florida Baptist State Convention organized at Concord Church, 
Madison County, with implementation in nearby Clifton Mansion, home of R. J. Mays, first 
Convention President. 

18SS-Florida Baptist State Convention met with Concord Church. 
JANUARY 29, '1860--The Florida Baptist State Convention met with Pine Grove Church, 

Madison County, in conjunction with the Union ,\I\eeting. 
1866,1868,1871,1876, 18/S-Florida Baptist State Convention met with Madison Church 

(now The first Baptist Church of Madison). 
1880--State Mission Board organized in Madison in conjunction with State Baptist Conven­

tion, December 10-"13, '1880. 
'189S-State Convention met with Madison Church (last time). 

MIDDLE FLORIDA MISSIONARY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 

NOVEMBER 9-11, 1900---The Middle Florida Missionary Baptist Association organized at 
Macedonia Churcli, east of Madison, on Highway 90. 

OCTOBER 20-22, 1909-Brolher 1. T. Farnell's last session as Moderator, having served since 
1900 with exception of 1906 and 1.907. 
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OCTOBER 5-7, 1910-Association met at Hopewell Church in Madison County and, for the 
firsllime, had a layman moderator and clerk as officials: Judge W. B. Davis, Moderator, and 
Ardis Warren. Clerk. 

NOVEMBER 5-7, '19'12-5. B. Cole elected Moderator (at Central in Jefferson County), a post 
he held until 1923-longest tenure of record. 

OCTOBER 10-11, 1921-Carl W. Burnett first elected Associational Clerk,a post he subse­
quently held for 46 years, a record in the Southern Baptist Convention. 

1939---Miss Frieta Lamb installed as Associational Educational Director, to serve for 30 
months. 

1946-5t. Johns Church organized under leadership of Macedonia Church. 
'1949---Association began holding annual meetings with two churches. 
1957-Churches split off to form Taylor Association. 
-1964--Constitution of faith Church, a mission of Macedonia. 
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HISTORICAL SUMMATION OF THE MIDDLE FLORIDA MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 

DATE OF MEETING 
Nov. 9, 10, 11, '1900 
Oct. 18, 19, 20, '1901 
Ocl. "14, 1.0, 16, 190? 
Oct, 14, 15, 16, 1903 
Ocl. '19, 2D, 21, 190-1 
0<1.18,19,20, 1905 
Oct. 24, 25, 26, '19U6 
Ocl. 23, 24, 2S, 1907 
Oct, 21, 22, 1908 
Ocl. 2U, 21, 22, 1909 
Oct, 6, 7, 1910 
Nov. 8, 9, "1911 
Nov. 6, 7,1912 
Nov. 5,11,7, 1913 
Nov . .1, 4, .0, '19'1-1 
Nov, 9, 10. 11, Fn5 
Nov. '14, '15, 16, 1916 
Nov. "13, "14, '1~"11 

Nov. 26, 1918 
Ocl. '14, '1.5, '19'19 
Oct, 12/ 13, "192.0 
Ocl. lU, 1"[, "192."1 

O'.t. 10, 11,1922 
Oct. 23, 24, '1923 
Oct. 2"1, 22, 1924 
Oct, 20. 21, 1925 
OCl. "19, 20, "1 ':l:!ti 
Oct. H~, 19, 1927 
Oct. 2.1, 2'1, '1928 
OCl. 22, L.\ "192':1 
Oct. 28, 29, 1930 
Oct: n, 2A, 1931 
Oct, 25, 20, 19.n 
Oct. 24, 25, 19.13 
Ocl. 3D, 'j'l, 'l'U4 
OCt. 29, 30, 19.15 
Oct. 27, 28, 19.16 
OCI. 26, 27, '1 Y:l7 
Oct. 25, 2h, 1938 
Ocl. 24,2.5, W,9 
Oct. 29, :lO, 1940 
Oct. 7, 8, 1941 
Ocl. h, 7, "1942 
Oct. 5, 6, 1941 
Oct. 3,4, '1944 
Ocl. 9, '10, '194.0 
Oct. B, 9, 1946 
Oct. 8, 9. 1947 
Ocl. n, '14, 1948 
Oct. n, 14, 19-19 
Oct. 12, 13, '1950 
Ocl. 11, '12, '19.11 
Oct. 9, "10, 1952 
Ocl. 8,9, W\3 
Ocl. 7, 8, 1954 
OCI. 6, 7, '1955 
Ocl. 4, 5, 1956 
Oct. li, 18, 1957 

CHURCH 
Macedonia 
Live Oak 
Pleasant Grove (TI 
I)ine Crove 
Pleasant Grove (T) 
Midway 
New Hopeful 
Greenville 
Lamont 
Brewer Lake 
Hopewell 
Beulah 
Central 
San Pedro 
Mayo 
Madison 
Perry 
,\iidway 
Riverside 
Lee 
Elizabeth 
Ple.,ant Grove (LI 
Greenville 
Brewer Lake 
Central 
Midway 
Macedonia 
New Mat:edonia 
Perry 
Madi~on 

Elizabeth 
Macedoni.;.1 
Macedonia 
Brewer Lake 
Greenville 
JVtaceaonia 
[.amant 
Burtun 
Elizabeth 
Madison 
San PGdro 
Plea5ar'lt Grove (L) 
Pine Grove 
,'v\acedon ia 
lamont 
Pleasant Grovo (LI 
,Vtaccdonia 
~i,.'lidway 

,\iadison 
Perry & New Home (1") 
l3~e\Ver Lake & Riverside 
,..\thena and Lee 
5~n Pedro & Cherry l.ake 
Pin ella Ii New Home (MI 
HopC\v!?11 & Macedonia 
Greenville ~~ Elizabeth 
I'\iidway & Pleasant Grove (I.) 
Athena &. Plcas,ant Grove (T) 
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MOLJERATOI~ 

Rev. J. T. Farnell 
Rev. J. "r. fame!! 
Rev, J. T, Farneli 
Rev. J. 1'. Farnell 
Rev, J. T. r-amel: 
Rev. J. T. Farne:! 
!{cv. S. j~, ClE.'!.,'3r'it~ 

Rev. S. R, Clf::'~er'lt5 

Kev. !. -:-. farne:] 
Rey. J. T. Famell 
\V B. Davis 
\y 3. DaYi~ 
Rev. S. B. Cole 
Rev. S. B. Col~ 
Rev. S. B. Cole 
Rev. S. B. Cole 
Rev. 5. B. Cole 
Rev. S. B. Cole 
Rev. S. B. Cole 
Rev. S. B. Cole 
Rev. 5. B. Cole 
Rev. S. B. Cole 
Rev. S. B. Cole 
Rev. S. B. Cole 
W. L. Weaver 
Rev, A. J. Preston 
Judge W. B. Davis 
Judge W. B, IJavif, 
Judge W. B. Davis 
Judge W. B. Davis 
Jno. r. McCall 
Ino. F. McCall 
Ino. F. McCall 
Rev. Ray Smith 
Rev. A, M, Parker 
Rev. W. G. Stracener 
Edwin B. Browning, Sr. 
Edwin B. Brown ing, Sr, 
Dr. A. F. O'Kelly 
Rev. A. H, Town~end 
Rev, A, H, Townsend 
Edwin B. Browning, Sr. 
Edwin B, Browning, Sr. 
Edwin B, Browning, Sr. 
r. P. McLeod, Jr. 
T. r. McLeod, Jr. 
T. P. Mcleod, Jr. 
Rev. John R. Collins 
Rev. John R. Co[[in~ 
Rev. John R. Collins 
Rev. Alva Horton 
Rev. Alva Horton 
Edwin B. Browning, Sr. 
Rev. W. L. Ro[lins 
Rev. John R. Collins 
Rev. [Jcwcy Mann 
Rev. Julian T. r .... 1addox 
James T. Barber 

CLERK 
Rev. J. L. [~utherford 

Rev. H. B. Gibson 
Rev. H. B. Gibson 
Rev, H. B. Gibson 
Rev. H. !::l. Gibson 
[{ev. H, B, Cihon 
Rev. H. B. Gibson 
Rev. I-l. 8. Gibson 
Rev. 1-1. B. Gib~(Jn 
Rev. H. g, Gibson 
Ardis Warren 
Aid; s Warren 
Ardis Warren 
Ardis Warren 
Ardis WJ.rren 
Ard: s \'Varren 
~~d!~ \N2rrer. 
,':"rci:5 \Varreil 
T~eo leslie-
rheo Lesile 
T~"le(J Le~lie 

Ca~1 VJ. I?urnett 
J, \/icke;,s 
Carl \Y Burnett 
Carl \'v. E~lrne~t 
Cad \0\1. Bumel I 
Carl \'v. !:):.Jrnel~ 

Carl \v. 8umE't~ 
(arl \\'. 8:.Jrr.el: 
Car: '.Iv. Burnett 
Carl \'V. Surnet: 
Carl \\' burnett 
J, l. rarneli 
I. I. Farnoll 
J. J. Fiirneil 
). J, rame:: 
Carl \V Burnett 
Carl \\'. BL..:me~: 
Carl \V Gvnelt 
Carl \v. Durnet~ 
Carl V\'. Durnet: 
Carl \V 2lJrr'!E:'~: 

Ca~i \\'. Burnett 
CJ.rl \\' Eurnet~ 

Ca~! I.,.\'. Burnett 
Carl \\'. Burnett 
Carl \\'. B\.,:I'nett 
Carl \'\'. B:....:rnet~ 
Car! \\'. Burnett 
Car: \'\' I3:.Jr'!1ett 
Carl ~.'\'. Sl1rne~t 

Carl Vv'. !::lurr.en 
Ca rl \V i3:J ~r'] ett 
Car! \\'. BL..;L":1Clt 
C~r! \'\'. Burnett 
C<:ir: \\". !:3urn~tt 

Car': V~'. Burnett 
Car: \". Burnett 



DATE OF MEETING CHURCl-1 MODI:RATOR CLERK 

Oct, 21,22, '1958 Madifion First & Mt. Olive Rev. James T. Baf' 

be' Corl W. BurneU 

Oct, 15,1(',1959 Lamont and Mayo Rev. James T. !:::la,-
ber Grl'N. Burnet! 

Oct. 13,14,1960 Elizabeth & Macedonia Rev. Lorace 
Cothran Carl W. BurnetL 

Oct, 12,13, -196"1 Lee and Brewer Lake Rev. I. T. Carter CMIW. Burnell 

Oct. '18,19,1%" Greenville & New I-lome Rev. l. 1. Cartel' Carl W Burnett 
Oct. "17, '18, 1963 Riverside and Moseley ['Iall Rev, Carl /I, 

Webb earl W. Burnett 

Ocl, '15, '10, 1964 Macedonia & Pleasant Grove (I.) Rev, W, W, "lyre Carl W. l::lurneH 

Oct. 14/15, -1965 Cherry tilke and Madison Rov. W. W. Tyro earl W, Burnetl 

Oct, n,"l4,l%o (ireenville and [H;z:abeth Rev. W, W, Tyre Cad 'N, Burnell 

Oct. "13, 'i'I, 1967 Mayo aod Macedonia Cdwin H. 8rown-
ing,Sr. CariW. Burnett 

Oct, "17, '18, 1968 Lee and Pine Grove Edwin 8, Brown-
ing, Sr. Carl W. Burnett 

Oct. 16,17,1%9 Faith and Midway Edwin B. Brown-
ing, Sr. Cod W, BurneLL 

Oct. '15, '16, 1970 Greenville and Brewer Lake Edwin B. Brown-
ing, Sr. Carl W. Burnett 

Oct. '14, '15/ 19i" Lee and Mo,eley I-Iall Rev. I. T. Carter Rob." IJeliflower 

Oct. 19,20, '1972 Mayo and Sl. lohn, Rev. I. '1. Carter Roberl Bellflowor 

Oct. 'IB, '19, '1973 PineLta and New Home Rev. I. T. Carter Robert Bellflower 

Oct. 17,18, '1974 Cherry Lake and PleaS.;lnt Grove (L) Rev. 1. T. Cart~r Robert Bellflower 

Oct. '10, "Ii, 1975 Macedonia and Greenville Rev. I. T, CarLer Robert Hellflower 

Oct, 14,15, '1976 Brewer Lake and Lee first Rev. I. T. Carter Robert Bellflower 

Source Documents 

1. The original Minute Book of Concord Church, 1841-1868. 
2. The History of the Florida Association-Dr, Doak S. Campbell. 
3, A History of Florida Baptists ("I 972)-Dr. Edward Earl JOiner. 

PREACHER GIVI NG 
ANN UAL SERMON 

Rev. John Collins 
Rev. I, D, Young 
Rev. Loracc Cothran 

Rev. lulian T. Maddox 
Kev, Teel Jones 
Rev. lim Elli, 
Rev, l. T. Carter 

Rev. Clyde McLain 

Rev. Rex Brookin::. 

Rev. W. P. McElroy 

Rev. Elbert C. Tyner 
Rev. Ric hard /vi Hey 
Rev. /. '1 had Entll"rlinger 
Rev. Lamar Anderson 
R.ev. Dougla~ Mitchell 
Rov, R, ll, Reynolds 
Rev. Thomas [. Poole 

4. Minutes of the florida Association-Mrs. Ruth Scruggs Reams, (The Albert (Crandaddy) 
Reams collection). 

5. Minutes of the Middle Florida Baptist Association-Files of Mrs. Reams, Carl W, Burnett, 
Lacy R. Woodard, and from (he office of the First Baptist Church of Madison, collected by 
Mrs. Marjorie Woodard, Associational Secretary, 

6, A History of Florida Baptists-Dr. J. L Rosser ("1949), 
7. Data on the 1905 and 1907 Sessions furnished by Dr. Joiner. 
8. Minutes of (he -1900 Session furnished by Mrs, Mary McRory of the Florida State Library, 
9, Histories by E. B. Browning, Sr, on Concord Church and the First Baptist Church of 

Madison, 
10. Florida Convention and Southern Baptist Convention Annuals, loaned by the Reverend 

Eddie Humes, Pastor of the First Baptist Church of Madison. 
'11, The Florida HAPTIST WITN ES5 and the Madi50n EN TERPRI SE-RECO RD ER (periodicals). 

Information, as we have noted, came from many people, Mrs, Annie Lou Johnson wrote a let­
ter giving facts on the life of the Reverend). T. Farnell, her late rather. He was the organizing 
Moderator. 

The cover picture comes with compliments of The Madison Studio, Kirby Reichmann, owner 
and operator. We are gratified for his ki(ldness. 

Additional copies of this document may be secured at printing cost from the Secretary of the 
Middle Florida Baptist Association, P. O. Box 724, Madison, Florida 32340, 
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