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Art. 11. When a motion I¢ made and seconded it shall he stated
hy the Moderator hefore open for debate.

Art. 12 Every motion shull be reduced to writing if desired hy
any member of the Assovintion.

Art. 13, After a motion ix made and seconded it shall be deemed
in possession of the Association, but may he withdrawn at any time he-
fore Licing discussed or amended.

Art. 14, When a question is under debate, no motion shall he en-
tertained unless to amend or refer to a committee for the previous yunes-
tion or for adjournment.

- Art. 15. A motion for adjournment sinll always be in order, and
decided withont debate.

Art. 16. A member may el for a division of a question when two
or more distinet propoxitions are set forth, and when substances will
admit ot a division.

Art. 17. Motions and amendments may he referred to a committes
at the pleasure of the Assoclation.

Art. 18. Fvery resolution shall recelve two stafements or readings
in the Assoclafion previous to its passage. the first shall be for inform-
ation and the sevond when the devizion of the Association isx to he made

Art. 19. The rules may he changed or amended at any full meeting
of the Association.

Art. 20. The Assovintion shall be opened and closed each day by
the Moderator, or by some member.

Art. 21, All questions shall he fairly stated in writing. and ap-
proved hy two-thirds of the membhers present before they shall be acted
on.

Art. 220 All Messengers are requested to remain dnring the whole
session of the Association, and no member shall absent himself with-
out he he excused hy the Moderator.
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MINUTES

The Seventeenth Annual Session of the Middle Florida Association
was held with the Perry Baptist church,, Taylor County, Florida, Nov.
14th, 15th and 16th, A. D. 1916.

A service of song and prayer was held. The former moderator called
the body to order. On motion the reading of the church letters was
dispensed with, whereupon Bros. Theo. Leslie and L. W. Weaver were
appointed by the Moderator to collect letters from the various churches
and eunrolled the following messengers:

Aucilla—J. H. Whidden, John L. Bishop.

Antioch—I). M. Dees, Mr. and Mrs. Reatus Dees and Rev. E. T,
Johnson.

Athena—By letter.

Beulah—B. C. Webh, W. J. Shellhouse.

Brewer Lake—Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Bucbanan,

Bethel—Not represented

Central—J. R. Mullis.

Cabbage Grove—Not represented.

Elizubeth—Not represented.

ireenville—Mrs. and Mrs. C. L. Tegrette, Mrs. J. Ib. Byrd.

Hopewell—By letter.

Harmony—J. W. Andrews.

Lamont—Mr. and Mrs. G. F. Andrews.

T.ee—W. N. Webb, T. H. Morris.

Live Oak—J. 8. Pinson,

Luther

Macedonia—Mr. and Mrs. F. B. Willlams, Rev. A. N. Woodward.

Madison—Rev, K. B. Cole, Theo. Leslie, W. I.. Tooke, W .B. Cate.

Midway—T. C. Purvis, Rlley Wheeler, Greenbury McClammy.

Mayo—DMrs. R. G. Ware.

Mosley Hall—J. 8. Pickles. J. R. 0'Quinn, Willie Pickles.

ALt. Gllead—T. R. Vann. J. E, Horne.

Mt. Morlah—Noah West, J. H. Willlams, J. B. Odum.

New Hope—J. G. Connell.

New Hopeful—Mrs. Will T.oper.

New Macedonia—By letter.’

New Prospect—Not represented.

Ouakland—Wiley Whidden.

Oak Grove—G. W, Young. E&. M. Johnson.

Derry—1V, I.. Weaver, Mrs. C. F. Groover, C. P, Diamund.
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Pine Grove—F. J. Blair.

Pine Bluff—X. H. Cone.

Pleasant Hill. Not Representoed.

Pleasunt Grove—A. 1), Townxend.

Lafayette—H. I. Winderweedle,

Pleasant Grove (Taylor County)—T. A, Todder and vrife.

Riverside—AL J. Frier. Archic Bailey, ¢. X. Frier.

San Pedro—TF. E. Corrin.

Salem—By letter.

ssirmons—Not represented.

Trimmph—Not represented.

It was further moved that the names enrolled and those to he enr-
rolled to constitute the working hedy of the Association was carvied.
On motion the present Molerator was unanimously re-glected.

The names of Ardis aml ¥ (', Warren were put hefore the body for
Clerk. A ballot was taken. The vote stood Ardis Warren 25, 8. C.
Warren 9. .

Rev. Jas. A, Kirtley recad the tentative prograin for this session
¢f the Association, which was adopted., .

The Mnderator appointed the following committees:

State Missions—Ardis Warren, W. N. Webhh, A, 1Y, Townscend.

Preaching Committee—uxtor and Deacons of I'erry Church.

Education—\W. C. Johinson, R, I, Hacker, T. H. Morris, J. G. Con-
nell.

Finance—\, L. Weaver, Theo, Ieslie. F. B, Williams,

Yoreign Missions—\W. B. Cate. I, . Corrin, A, N. Woodward, L.
C. Purvis.

Howme Missions—C. L. Leggette, W. T.. Touoke, W, L. Weaver, Arch
Bailey.

Digest of Lelters—Jas, A, Kirtley, R, F. IMueker., Judge W. B.
Darvis.

Bro. A. B. Cannady, representing the Florida Bagdist \Witneass, was
introduced and spoke of the neads of the denominational paper.

At 11 o'clock Rev. A, N, Woodward preached. using third verse, see-
ond chapter, 11 Timothy.

Announcements hy pastor, wiercupon the meeting stood adjourned
till 2 o’clock. R. F. Hacker pronounced the benediction,

AFTERNQON SESSION

Met pursuant to adjournment. Devotional services conducted Dy
the Moderator.

Letters collected and Messengers enrelled,

Called for representatives.
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Rev. A. . Montague, of Benlah Association and A. B. Cannady, of
Pasco Associution were recognized.

Report of committees called for,

The report of the Kxeenfive Committee was read by the chairman.

Discussion led by Jus. A, Kirtley, A, N. Norwood, E. C. McMlelland,
R. F. Hacker; adopted a= read.

Report of State Missions was read by the chairman. Discussed by
Jus. A, Kirtley, Jolin F. Farnell, C. E. McClelland, The report was
adopted.

APPOINTING OF COMMITTEES

Woman's Work—D>Mrs. W, .\, Cate, Mrs, Will Loper, Mrs. Mae An-
drews, Mrs. R, . Ware.

Nominations—W. L. Weaver, W, B, Cate, G. F. Audrews, Green-
bury McClammy.,

Ministerial Support—X. W. Campbell, C. P. Diamound, J. 8. Pickles,
Noah West. ’

Aged Ministers—Will M. Scruggs, J. E. Vann, J. H. Williams, J. B.
Odum. » .

Sunday Schoo'—R. R. Ware, J. A. Kirtley, J. 8. Pinson, J. R. Mul-
s,

Temperance—A. Reams, 8, C. Warren. W. A, Buchanan. J. G. Con-
nell

Perlodicals—F. K. Jackson, F. H. Cone, M. J. Frier. A. M. Parker.

Orphanage—7J. T. llandley, Frank Andvews, C. . Diamond, C. T
McClelland, John T. Farnell.

Mate of Churches—M. W. Marchall, J. F. Burnette, J. R. Mullis,
B. C. Webh,

Deceased Ministers and Deacons—D. F. Blanton, W. J. $hellhouse,
B. C. Webh, II. L. Winderweedle.

On motion adjournment was taken till 9 o'clock tomorrow. Dr. A,
P. Montazree pronounced the henediction.

7 1. m. Dr. 8. B. Rogers presented the needs of State Misslons.

SECOND DAY

At 9 a. . the hody met pursuant to adjournment,

Devotional services were conducted by J. A. Andrews. The body
was then called to order by the Moderator.

The first order of business was the reading of the minutes which
was dispensed with.

Rencwed the call for letters which was collected and Messengers
enrolled. ’

Clled for petitionary letters, Called for representutives from other
hodies
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

Report on Temperance was read; discussed by §. C. Warren, E.
D. Johnson. The time for discussing the Temperance report was up.
It was moved and carried the time Lie extended for ten minutes. It was
further discussed by R. T. Hacker and John T. Farnell. The report was
adopted as read.

Report on Orphanage was read by Frank Andrews. Discussion led
by J. T. Farnell, E. D. Johuson and A. 1. Townsend. Report was
adopted.

The Home Mission report was read by W. L. Weaver and the report
on Foreign Missions by W. B. Cate. Discussion by W. L. Weaver, W.
B. Cate, Jus. A. Kirtley and Dr. 8. B. Rogers.

The two reports were adopted as read.

CHAIRMEN OF STANDING COMMITTEES

State Missions—J. T. Farnell.

Home Missions—J. T. Beunett.

Foreign Missions—J. A. Kirtley.

Education—A. M. Parker.

Sunday School—S. C. Warren.

Temperance—\V. A. Cate.

Periodicals—W. B. Davis.

Orphanage—J. O. Culpepper. i}

State of Churches—R. ¥. Hacher.

Deceased Ministers—Thos. Kent.

Ministerial Support—Theo. Leslie.

Aged Ministers—A. N. Woodward.

Woman’s Work—Supplied by W. M. 8.

Nominations—Frank Andrews.

Rev. L. C. Purvis extended an invitation for the next session of
the Association to convene with Midway., Therefore, on motion the next
session of the Association will meet with Midway Baptist Church, Mad-
ison County, Tuesday, after the second Sunday in November, 1917, at
10 o'clock. .

At 11 o'clock Dr. S. B. Rogers preached the Misslonary Sermon, us-
ing as his text. Hosea 11th chapter, 4th verse.

" SECOND DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION

Devotional services were held. Moderator called order. Brethren
were invited to seats. Kurolling of Messengers was contivued. Called
for petitionary letters. ‘
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A letter from Oak Grove Baptist church was presevted by L. M.
Jokuson aud G. W, Young.

The Moderator appuinted . C. Warren, Theo. Leslie and A. N.
Woodward as a committee to examine the letter aud report to the Asso-
ciation. The report of the committee wus favorable, whereupon a motion
that the Ouk Grove church he received in the Associntion. The right
nand of fellowship was extended the Messeugers by the Moderator.

On motion the Sunday schoeol report be taken up at this time.

The Sunday School report was read by Jas. A. Kirtley. Discussed
by J. A. Kirtley, A. D. Townsend, John T. Farnell, J. G. Connell and R.
F. Hacker. The report was duly adopted.

The report on Perlodicals was read by ¥ 8. Jackson. Discussed by
A. P. Montague, A. N. Woodward, J. 1. Farnell, R. F. Huacker, A. B.
Camnady and J. G. Connell.  Report adopted as read .

Treasurer's report was read by the Clerk. Adopted as read.

Miscellaneous business wuas taken up .

8. B. Cole was appointed by the hody to prepart the Tentative pro-
gram for the next session of the Association.

A free will offering of $5.16 was faken for the John's Children.

1t was moved and varried that the report on Ministerial Sunport
and the report on State of Churches be taken at the evening session.
A recess was taken until 7. p. m.

The hody met pursuant to adjornment. Devotional services were

" held.

The report on Fducantion was read by R. F. Hacker.

r. A, P. Montague was introduced and presented {he claims of
Columbia College. Report was adopted.

There was a motion that program be completed and the Association
adiourning at this evening session, which resulted in 9 voting for the
motion and 12 opposing it.

The report on Finance was read hy . T. Weaver. the chairman,
On motion the report was adopted.

The report on State -of Churches was read by Bro. Jas, A. Kirtley.
Dixcussion led hy W. L. Weaver. J. (¢, Connell. R. F. Hacker and S. B.
Cole. On motion the report he submitted back to the committee az a
part of the committee were not present. W. I.. Weaver. J. R. Mullix and
R. F. Hacker were appointed as a committee to revise the report.

Ministerial Support was read by Col. C. P. Diamomwl. Discussions,
R. F. Hacker. Adopted as read.

Adjourned till 9 o’clock tomorrow. RBenediction hy John T. Farnell.
THIRD DAY

9 a. m., Devotlonal services led hy Bro. A. D. Townsend, The hody
was called to ordex by the Moderator.
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Tirst order of business was the reading of the minutes, which was
dispensed with. ' )

Visiting Lrethren were invited to seats. Called for petitionary let-
ters. Called for Messengers . Called for reports.

The report on State of Churches was read by R. F. Hacker. Dis-
cussion led by S. B. Cole. Adopted as read, with the amendment. in
the second clauuse of the report the words be inserted to read: “Pastors
who are better supported and who can give more time to study and pas-
torial work.”

The report on Deceased Ministers and Deacons was read by 8. B,
Cole. Adopted as read. .

The report on Aged Ministers was read by 8. B. Cole. Discussin:
led by R. F. Hacker and J. G. Connel. Adopted as read.

On motion. Rev. J. G. Connell was placed on the list of aged ministers
by the Executive Committee. '

The report on Woman’s Work was read by Jas. A. Kirtley. Adopted
as read.

Miscellaneous Business. Bro. Frank Andrews, who was appointed
at the previous session to locate New Hope church, made his report:
whereupon he was discharged from the committee.

Report on Nominations read by Jas. A. Kirtley. On motion Bro.
Cole’s name be placed on report instead of J. A. Kirtley and J. A. Kirtley
in place of 8. B. Cole, with this amendment. Report adopted.

On motion the Treasurer was instructed to pay the Clerk $20.00 for
his services.

Resolved, that we, as the Messengers of the Middle Florida Associn-
tion, extend ous heartfelt thanks to the members of the Perry Baptist
church and the city of Perry for its hospitality and warm fellowship
during our stay in the city.

On motion the Association stood adjourned to convene with the Mif-
way Baptist Church, Madison County, Florida, Tuesday, after the sec-
ond Sunday in November, 1917, at 10 o'clock.

] Clerk read minutes of the Association, signe'd by the Moderator, and
John T. Fdarnéll-led the closing prayer.
ARDIS WARREN, - S. B. COLE.
Clerk. Moderator.

STATE OF CHURCHES

Your committee on State of Churches report as follows:

1st. It is our conviction that there has heen progress made during
this year. Many have been added to our churches both by letter and ex-
perience. Some gracious revivals have been held and the membership
has been greatly edified. The contributions have not been commensurate
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with the prosperity of our people, but they show an increase. The mis-
sionary spirit is at a low ebb, but is perhaps better than it has ever been.

- before.

ond. There is a serious need of a closer relation between our
churches. More fields should e grouped and a greater number of real
pastors provided for. Our Fifth Sunday meetings should be better at-
tended, and a more hrotherly fellowship cuitivated.
8rd. The great lack of our churches is efficient pastors. We have
10 word of censure for those who are serving churches in this associa-
tion. They are perhaps doing their hest, but with proper support finan-
cinlly and moralily, they could and would do much better, 'We will never
have a stronger ministry until our churches support the ministry.
4th, We deplore the fact that some of our churches are served by
pastors who do not live in Florida. This is true, not because we would
he narrow and selfish, nor because we do not believe these to be good
and true men, but hecause they are not familiar with conditions in this
state, and hence cannot lead their people in the work nor impart the in-
formation that is necessary for the growth of their churches.
Let us. during the next year, make a more determined effort to ad-’
vance the Master’s work in every way that is acceptable to Him.
Respectfully submitted,
T. J. BENNETT,
J. R. MULLIS,
" B. C. WEBB,

Commiitee.

REPORT ON ORPHANAGE

+We, your committee an Orphanage, beg to submit the following re-
port: .

‘We have ninety children in the Orphanage at this time. During this
year a number of children have gone from the home, and are now making
their own support.

‘We need funds for carrent expenses, clothing, food and other nec-
cssities of life. The home life of the children is made pleasant and hap-
Py by those who care for them at the home, and by those who contribute
to their support. The school and other departments of training are kept
in good active conditlon, so our children are given the best opportunity
to fit themselves for self-support, and future usefulness, when they leave
‘the home.

The amount apportioned by the State Convention to our Orphanage
was $11000.00. The home has a nice farm of cighty acres or more, &
canning department, and a paper, The Orphan Helper, the price of which
is only twenty-five cents per year. We recommmend that our people sub-
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seribe for this paper. We further recommend that each church in the
Association take a greater interest in the support of our boys and girls,
and that regular contributions be made to this great Orphanage, that
the expense may be met and our children properly cared for.

Respectfully submitted,

G. F. ANDREWS, Chairman,

C. P. DIAMOND,

J. T. FARNELL.

C. T. McCLELILAND,

DECEASED MINISTERS AND DEACONS

We. your committee on Deceased Ministers and Deacons, beg to re-
port: We find that God in His grace has spared ull of our ministers,

for which we are very prateful; we find that Ged has spared all of our

deacons, except our brothers A. L. Exell, E. C. Hassell, A. D. Campbelt

and J. A. W. Grantham, for which we are very grateful, and feel that *

(+od has work for all that He has spared. to do, and we pray God's bless-
ings on the brethren remaining and hope that the next report may finld
us still in the Master’s work. ’
Respecefully submitted,
D. F. BLANTON,
B. C. WEBB.

REPORT ON TEMPERANCE

Temperance or bodily control is a Seriptural injunction and as such
is enjoined upon all Christians, but modern usage has placed another
meaning upon the word, which is prohibition, or the enactment of laws
prohibiting the manufacture and sale of alcoholic liquors for beveraze
purposes. We beg to report the rapld growth of prohibition sentiment
resulting in increasing dry territory.

_ If our.information is correct, our next legislature will pass a Dbill
submitting to the people of. Florida what 18 known as the “Prohibitiin
Amendment” to the State Constitution, and we urge all people to work
for the passage of this Amendment.

Virginia, North and South Carolina. Georgia and other $tates with-
in the hounds of Southern Baptist Convention are now dry and with the
proper efforts on the part of our people. Florida will be in the dry colunmn
in a year or two, and the worst enemy of our young men and women will
be put to roui.

We earnestly urge our peop’e to awaken to their respcnsibility

8. . WARREN,
. W. A. BUCHANAN,
v i J. G. CONNELIL.

<<;
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REPORT ON AGED MINISTERS

We, your committee on Aged Ministers, are glad to say that we still
have with us a few more of “Christ’s Old War Veterans,” and we are
proud to have them among us. God, as He hasg promised, has taken some
of our aged brethren to their Heavenly home and they are resting from
their labor among us on this earth.

A few more of these faithful servants of our God are still with us
awaiting His call to enter in: “Ye have been faithful over a few things,
I will make you ruler over many.” These brethren planted the gospel
and laid the Baptist faith for us. They stood the test and are now
looking to God and His followers for the rest.

Brethren, let each one of us be a committee of one to do more for
the support and aid of these aged brethren among us. We must not let
the canse of Christ fail because these Lrethren are growing old and
some have departed to the Great Beyond, but let us arise and take more
of Christ's work and glorify His cause and make our aged brethren
proud of their work for Jesus among we people.

We. your committee ,suggest that the pastors and leaders ol
churches make a strong appeal to their congregations for greater gifts
for the remaining aged brethren that are with us.

Respectfiully submitted.

W. M. SCRUGGS, Chairman,

J. H. WILLIAMS,

J. B. ODOM. !

HOME MISSIONS

_The Home Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention was
organized in 1906 to meet a distinctive need of the people of our great
Southern section of country. .

The main purpose of the work, as of all other mission work, is the -
making, baptising and teaching disciples of our Lord and Master Jesus
Christ.

There has been credited directly to the work of this great Board
26,680 Laptisms during the past year. This has largely been brought
about through the efforts of the evangelistists employed by the Board
for service throughout the Southern Baptist Convention. This splendid
Dody of men have gone to the places most needing their help, carrying
the message of the Gospel.

The work of the Home Board is divided into several departments,
viz: Church Extension, Evangelism, Publicity, Mountain Schools, ete.

It is the purpose of the Board to establish a Church Building T.oan
Fund of $1,000,000.00 to aid through loans, those churches which have
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no houses of \\-'orship; There has been up to this time only a small
amount of this raised, but they are quietly and steadily going ahout this
great work and ere long there will be a large reservoir provided where
houseless churches may g0 for help.
1n addition to the mission work carrled on in the Southern and
Southwestern States, this Board also covers Cuba and the Canal zone,
where there is a crying need for help.
Our Home Board stands for all that is best and good for Southern
Baptists and the territory covered by its work, and should be loyally
. supported by every Missionary Baptist church within the bounds of the
Southern Baptist Convention.
Respectfully submitted,
¢. L. LEGGETT,
w. L. TOOKE,
W. L. WEAVER,
ARCHIE BAILEY.

REPORT ON FOREIGN MISSIONS

The Foreign Mission Board reports a good year; over $808,000
having been contributed by Southern Baptists, and as a result, 6,471
converts having been baptised and 77 churches established, giving us
in the forelgn field 459 churches with 42.632 members and 462 Sunday
8chools with over 10,000 scholars. The Judson Fund of $1,250,000 has
also been subscribed. We have six Woman’s Training Schools, ten
Theological Training Schools and nineteen medical missionaries.

Many of these missions are become self-sustaining or partially so.
Some churches are erecting houses unaided from outside sources. Many
members are tithing, and native workers are becoming more and more
efficient and active. This is proof that our work is bearing fruit that
will be of lasting good.

- However, as the work grows and the field hecomes greater, there is
need for more funds and it is for us to stand behind the guns and make
the Board able to not only maintain the work already undertaken, but to
take up new fields as their wizdom dictates. The Great Commission
hinds us as much as it did the early chutch. No church is thoroughly
Christian that is not missionary in spirit and we doubt the consecration
of the individual member who is not missionary in spirit.

We urge our pastors and leaders to continue active mission work,
to conduct as effective educational campaigns as possible, to make use
of the tracts published by the Boards, and solicit subscriptions for the
Missionary Journal of the Boards. y )

- We urge that the churches adopt some budget system by which every
member will become a regular contrihutor to the various objects of
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church giving. We believe that a church that neglects to train its
members in giving is failing to fully perform its entire function and
while the geunerosity of the few membhers who are now making the nrin-
cipal contribution is to he commended and should not be discontinued,
yet better results will come from systematic giving by every member. '
God has blessed Southern Baptists wonderfully this year. Let us

now not be found wanting In oheying His commands and in going into
the uttermost parts of the world to spread the Gospel

W. B. CATE,

F. . CORRIN,

A. N. WOODWARD,

T. C. PURVIS,

MINISTERIAL SUPPORT

Your committee on Ministerinl Support offers the following report:
We find that our churches are remiss in this great matter. re.

The total amount given by the churches of the Middle Florida Assc-
ciation for this purposc last year was $4,584.88. This divided among
the thirty-four churches made an average salary of $184.55 each. This
amount was not at all equally distributed as will be seen from the min-
utes. Three churches paid one-half of this amount and the other thirty-
one, the other half. One church paid only $17.00; another only $25.0b.
One paid $33.00, another $40.00. With such salaries, how can we expect
cfficlent service? .

The pastor should be a leader of his church and community. He
is expected to set the pace for his church. With the demand on his time,
and the service he is expected to render, he is the poorest paid man in the
country. The common day laborer is paid far better than the average
pastor in our Association. )

We demand a tralned teacher for our children in school and we ex-
pect to pay them and we do pay with no hesitancy; but we want a man
to teach these same children the way of life and grumble and complain
when they expect thelr due.

“They that preach tl_le Gospel shall live of the Gospel,” is a passage
of Seripture we Baptists evidently do not accept. We are great stick-
lers. for the Book until it touches our pocketbooks, then we disregard it
entirely. We have the strongest ministry of any denomination l.,in our'
section and the poorest paid. This ought not to be. It rests upon you
delegates to go to your churches and show us next year that it is no
longer true. Signed by the committee,
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STATE MISSIONS

Your committee on State Missions reports as follows:

The work of our State is one of tremendous worth. This is the time
for seed sowing, that in after years will insure us n great harvest. Flor
ida is in, largely, an undeveloped state. Her resources have hardly
been touched. New industries are springing up every da_y and new
towns are belng built in a night. The population of Florida is increasing
by leaps and bounds. These are pioneer days among us. -

If the Baptist make the most of the opportunities offered, and enter
the fields white unto harvest now,.in the years to come men will rise np
and call us blessed. :

It is much easier fo be the first on the field, take the stragetic
points, and hold them, than it is to allow other denominations to come
in, obtain these advantages, and then later dispossess them.

As we labour, pray, plan and pray for State Missions mow, our in-
‘fluence in this State will be felt ten years from now.

‘We are laying the foundation for future greatness. Let us lay if
broad as the Word of God, deep as the love of (od, and sure as the prowm-
ises of God.

Our State Board of Missions fs the only agency we have for devel-
opment of our home resources. To do this it is maintain 85 missionary
pastors and helpers, thus the Gospel is preached in 101 churches and
out-stations. We are helping to build 105 church houses and aiding in
the support of 14 young men who have been called of God and set apart
by the churches to preach the Gospel, as they try to fit and prepare
themselves In college for the great work before them.

' There are fifteen aged ministers who are helped this year by owm
State Board. These men have served wisely and well, now fn their de-
‘clining years we are doing what you make if possible for us to do fo make
their last days comfortable.

By the direction of the last Convention two field memr were added
fo the State-Board force. Rev. T. F. Hendon was continued as WTffi-
clency man. He has beel; of great service ir developing our churches
along safe and sane financial 1fnes. He is a constructive as well as in-
‘structive worker. His services are greatly needed and his efforts have
been crowned with flatfering success.

Rev. W. W. Willan was put ou the field as Sunday School and B.
Y. P. U. Secretary. His work is to develop the young people of our
churches. There i8 not a more promising field, nor a more needy one.
‘He is doing efficient service.

The Lord has blessed us in a materfal way this year as well as
spiritually. From every source comes the cheering message of souls
seved. and prosperity unprecedented. Qut of a heart filled with grati-

‘-“L.
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tude, we should rended a service of loyalty and love such as we have
never given before.

The work this year was planned on a basis of $35,000.00 for State
Missions. This does not at all meet the needs in our state, but with
this, great things can be done. We must not go to the Convention with
a debt on our Board. This would mean retrenchment another year. We
cannot afford to go back. The call is ever forward. The Kingdom is
coming in Florkda. Lef’s hasten its coming and then we can rejolice in
the approval of our King.

. Respectfully submitted,
ARDIS WARREN,
W. N. WEBB,
A. D. TOWNSEND, )
. : Committee.

REPORT ON PERIODICALS

The recent consolidation of the Home Fleld and the Foreign Mis-
sion Journal into one magazine under the name, The Home and For-
eign Field, will give to Southern Baptists, with the magazine now pub-
lished by the Woman’s Missionary Union, two chief publications. The
paper published by the W. M. U. is Royal Service. Besides these, there
are a number of other publications issned by our Sunday School Board,
namely, Kind Words, Baptist Boys and Girls, Childs Gem, The Teacher,
and our general Sunday School literature. The thorough reading by
our people of the first two named magazines will post them upon all
Home and Foerign Baptist work, while proper attention to the latter, es-
pecially through the study of the Sunday School lessons, will cultivate
the devotional life in the home, as well as give an increased knowledge
of the Word of God. Of greatest importance to all our people is It that
they shall become regular readers of the publications of these {hree
Boards.

Coming to our State paper, the Florida Baptist Witness, it gives us
‘pleasure to recommend a wide reading of the publcatlon among our
churches. It posis its readers upen Florida Baptist work, informs them
as to the resources of the Baptist denomination in this State and Indi-
cates just what places are in greatest need of Gospel teaching. The reg-
ular list of exchanges and the correspondents which the paper has en-
ables it to furnish Baptist State news with a remarkable degree of full-
ness and accuracy. It is the publicity department of Florida Baptists.
‘Not only does it furnish denominational news from the State and from
beyond the State, but it incnlcates piety in the home, and will give-to
every one who reads it earnestly and prayerfully a desire to live a more

consecrated and useful life. The page for the boys and girls will instill”
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in them correct principles and lessons which will yield profitable fruit
in their after lives. "The paper treats every phase of Baptist work in
Florida, including State Missions, Columbia College and the Orphan-

age, and iIs a practical necessity to every Baptist who would do effective .

service in our ranks in this State. The paper as a means of teaching
doctrine among our own people is a great helper. One thing which has
made the German armies strong on the field in the present world war
"has been the preparation which the German nation has made for war.
The Baptists of Florida will be effective in their denominational work
when they have prepared themselves for it, They cannot become pre-
pared without first posting themselves fully as to what their task is,
and as to what their powers and limitations are. It is by means of tho
denominational State paper that they may become thoroughly conver-
sant with the task immediately before them.

The denominational State paper is a battle ground upon which 1is
fought out questions which concern our denominational welfare. By
reading the discussions which appear in the paper pro and con, upon
questions of denominational import, our people are prepared to form
proper conclusions and determine what source to pursue when such
questions present themselves for solution. Then, as a guide for deter-
mining denominational action, the State paper is a most valuable aid.

Our recommendation is that the members of this Assoclation, each
and all, become regular readers of the Florida Baptist Witness, and all
publications of cur General Boards.

Respectfully submitted by the committee:
F. 8. JACKSON, Chairman,
M. J. FRIER.
A, M. PARKER.

SUNDAY SCHOOLS

The Sunday £chool, which has been aptly named the Day school of
the church, i to our minds one of the greatest, if not the greatest in-
stitutions of the church. In it is supposed to be fostered every divisior:
and part of our denomination.

The reason of its greatness is not only on account of what it does
for the church as a whole but what it does for the individual who goes
at this work in the right way. If any church member who is at times
having those generally unspoken doubtful thoughts springing up in his
mind in regards to the church and religion in general way will give his

Leart and time to this work he will soon be so busy doing real construe-

tive work for God in training young Christians that he will inculcate in
his soul so much service for the Master that his religlous life will take
on a new meaning to him. And there is no Sunday Scheol in the bounds
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of this Association so well organized and equipped with workers that
they cannot make room for one more that really wants to do this work,
and who will take the trouble to equip themselves for the proper carry-
ing on of it. '

In order to do this all teachers and officers shoeuld by all means
subscribe to the Convention Sunday School Manual and after receiving
it STUDY it. Learn, and then get in real vital touch with the Giver of
all knowledge and you cannot help but be of great service to any Sunday
School.

‘We, as your committee, of course strongly recommend that all! our
schools use only the literature of our own Sunday School Board. Jirst.
because it is thoroughly Baptist to the core and second, they are as well
and generally better edited than any of the other available. We cer-
tainly trust there are none of our schools using Union, Interdenomina-
tional, or literature from any other source than our own board.

Again we would recommend fhat you invite and wuse our general
Sunday School Secretary, at present Bro. W. W. Willian, who is thor-
oughly efficient to come and visit your school and help you to grade and
tell you how to conduct it along modern lines.

And last, but most important, by all means have a Sunday School
of some kind in every church in the Association, for it is the one greatest
work you as a layman can do in the service of the Greatést of all
Teachers.

Respectfully submitted,
R. P. WARE, Chairman,
JAMES A. KIRTLEY,

J. R. MULLIS,
J. 8, PINSON.

REPORT ON WOMAN'S WORK

When God created man, He also created woman to be a help-mate.
For many years and even centuries, however, she has worked silently
and prayerfully, ever the cloud that she must “keep silent” resting over
her. However, the mists have rolled away, she has come into her own.
and no longer is woman a dollbaby in the service of the Master.

She long ago awoke to the fact that she was included in that great
command, “Go ye Into all the world,” and long ago she put her shoulder
ito the wheel, and everywhere, in all lines of church work, her power is
felt. Bducation has aided her much in this and has broadened her
Tield of action with her increase of power to think and to act.

Our young people must be educated along these lines. The sin of
indifference because of ignorance must not rest at our feet.

Already woman has organized over five hundred Missionary Socie-
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ties in our State and they have contributed much to the betterment of
our King’s work. This past year their contribution in money was over
$12,000.

In the Southern Baptist Convention, there are 14,000 woman's or-
ganizations with nearly a quarter of a million members. Thelr last
year's contribution was nearly $500,000 to the Lord’s work. They spent
much energy in other diréctions for the good of the cause of the Master
both at home an d@abroad.

Interviewing the work of the year just past, we find it a joyous,
busy year and we belleve there has been kindled much enthusiasm to
live for Christ and to do His bidding.

However, we must not rest on our oars. Let us set our aims still
higher. The fields are white with harvest. We must redouble our ener-
gy, our faith, our money aud plunge on. We should let our spiritual
life grow nobler, that the Christ life may be seen at all times.

MRS. W. A. CATBE,
Committee.

REPORT ON EDUCATION

We, your committee on education, heg leave to report as follows:

The Christian denomination that fosters education, with broader
vision, beholds opportunities for service and, with developed mind,
makes opportunity realizatfon. The educated Christian naturally bet-
ter comprehends a situation and more intelligently handles it. Other
twise. God's servant of old would not have said, “Get understanding.”

We must have in education. fivst of all, abiding fauitk in God, hearts
obedient to His commands, spirits in tune with His will.

Belleving that Columbia College is absolutely loyal to God and to
the doctrines and practices of our faith, we recommend to our Associa-
tion:

1st. That our people place their sons and daughters in Columbin
College. ~ — -

2nd. That each church give regularly according to the buget plan,
Columbia College to receive its dwe proportion.

8rd. That as many as possible purchase that new honds of the col-

lege. $100 each. payable in periods running from five to twenty years,.

at 6 per cent interest.

The sale of these honds will place the school in excellent conditioin.
These bouds furnish a safe business investment.

‘We are glad to report that the number now at Columbia College is
larger than at this time for three years, and that the faculty iz the best
the schiool has ever had.

Our youny Brother Parker, a student there, is wisely using his op-
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portunity and has the respect and regard of faculty and students,
‘We recommend to our young preachers the Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary.
R. F. HACKER,
J. (3. CONNELL,
T. 1. MORRIS.

WOMAN'S MISSIONARY UNION

The Woman's Missionary Union of the Middle Florida Baptist Asso-
cintion met in the Methodist church at Perry, Fiorida, on Wednesday
afternoon, November 15th, 1916.

In the absence of the president, Mrs. J. O. Culpepper presided over
the meeting.

The Secretary not being present, Mrs, A. C. Eerby was elected Sec-
retary protem.,

The devotional exercises opened with a song, “Rescue the Perish-
ing,” after which Mrs. A. C. Kerhby read the Scripture lesson, using a
part of the forty-second chapter of Isaniah. Mrs. W. C. Loper led in
prayer.

Mrs. 8. H. Peacock, Sr., made the address of welcome, which was
responded to by Mrs. H M. Sutton, of Madison,

The following delegates were enrolled :

Madison—Mrs. 8. B. Cole and Mrs. H."M. Sutton.

Mayo—Mrs. R. G. Ware.

New Hopeful—Mrs W. C. Loper.

Greenville—Mrs. C. L. Leggett.

Three visitors from other societles were preseut.

Madison and Perry reported Nunbeam Bands. Mrs. J. O. Culpep-
per made her report as Assoclutional Superintendent.

Mrs. J. A. Kirtley made a report of the Mission Study Class of
Perry Society. Mrs. H. M. Sutton stated that Madison has recently or-
ganized a class,

The Union then joined in singing, “T'll Go Where You Want Mec
to Go.”

A talk, “How a Country Missionary Society May Keep Up Inter-
est.” was made by Mrs. W. C. Loper.

A paper, “The Good Our Societies Get from Our Denominational
Magazines®, which was prepared by Mrs. C. L. Morrow, was read by Mrs,
8. B. Cole.

A very interesting reading, ""The Gullty Prisoner,” was given by Miss
Bama McDonald.

SAMPRNN | IRRPADV
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The reports of socleties weie called for and the following responde.l :

Madison—Mrs. 8. B. Cole.

New Hopeful—Mrs. W. C. Loper.

Mayo—Mrs. R. G. Ware.

Greenville—Mrs. C. L. Leggett.

Perry—Mrs. A. C. Kerby.

A very encouraging report onWoman'a work, prepaved by Mrs. V.
A. Cate, was read by the secretary.

Mrs. C. L. Leggett was appointed to prepare the report fol' nexi- |

year.
It was announced that the Asscciation next year would be heid
with Midway
The nominating committee,composed of Mesdames H. M. Sutton. W
L. Weaver and R. G. Ware, brought in the following report:
"We, your committee, wish to submit our report as follows:
For President, Mrs. Barney O’Quinn of Perry. *
For Vice President, Mrs. 8. Alex Smith of Madison.
For Secretary and Treasurer, Mrs. J. J. Johnson cf Mayo.
For Associational Superiniendent—Mrs. Eddie Bunting of Madiso:
and Mrs. J. O. Culpepper of Perry.”
The report was accepted and the officers unanimously elected.
A motion for adjournment was made and carried. The union stowd
and was dismissed, with a short prayer hy Mrs. J. A. Kirtley.
MRS. J. O. CULPEPPER, President, Protem,
MRS. A. C. KERBY, Secretary, Protem.

NOMINATIONS

Executive committee—Jas. A. Kirtley, C. I.. Legget:, G. F. Andrews
J. R. Mullis, W. N. Webh.
Introductory Sermon—J. T. Farnell.
Missionary Sermon—A. M. Parker.
Vice President Foreign Mission Board—Jas. A. Kirtley.
Member State Board of Missions—S. B. Cole.
Treasurer—F. B. Williams,

Delegates to Southern Baptist Convention—Jas. A. Kirtley, Alter- -

nate, S. B. Cole.

Delegates to State Convention—S. B. Cole, Jas. A. Kirtley, A. N,
Woodard, Ardis Warren, G. F. Andrews, J. R. Mallls, C. E. McCleilan,
R. F. Hacker.

Respectfully submitted,
W. L. WEAYER,
W. B. CATE,
G. F. ANDREWS,
GREENBURY' AlCCLAMMY,
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We, your Executive Commiftee, bez leave to submit the following
report of work done under onr supervision during this associational
year: )

A few days atter the mecting of the association at Madison, the
members of the executive committce met at Greenville and organized by
electing James .A. Kirkley, Chairman, and 8. A. Cross, Secretary. It
was the plan of the committee to xecure from the state board sufficient
help, if possible to engage the services of brother C. E. McClellan, and
Lrother §. 8. Proctor for Mission wurk.

We were not successful in securing brotheir Proctor but secured 1the
‘Oakland chorches and near hy siations. He has labored at these places
rervices of brother McClellan by supplementing his salary at Salem and
during the year, and renders the following statement of his work :

Week’s Labor...... e eseesrreteneennnna Cesenesessantannanns eeead20
‘Churches Suppled....cviviiiiiiit ciiiiinnerrieserensensnsannnss 2
Other ations.............. e eeeriiesssenranas -
Sermons Dellveredl. ...vuue et iieeeeerererersssscrasnsssncanennes 218
Addresses Delivered............ e ierenunee Cesaseneesenenansenanse 67
IPrayer and other Meetings Attended.....vvvinerreverernonnncasnns 65
Total Fellowship of Salem and Oukland Cburches........coeeee....Bd
Number of Sabbath SehoolS......cveeeereeeereererersesancasasenese 8
Number of PupbilS cuvvieverriereeerrerrecsrencsasnessenssancsnnns 203
Number of Teachers ....uvueeerererrerarncnneeerosarssassssnscenans 15
Number of Pupils CONVEITA v e uuaresenneeesreaeeerernnnssessnnnnn 19
Number of Miles Traveled ......... T eiienena erraienaes 3.025
Religlous VIsits ......cveviiiinnrennnnsys et raesaanens Cetraenennn 4086
Tages of Tracts Distributed .........c.evvereierrcrnenncnnens 12,622
Salary Recelved fromn Churches ........eevecciveecccnsarenens 295.19
Salary Received from Other ChUIthoR .uveiiiieeererencnreeees $272.25
Rezeived Dy Baptisms ..ooiieieriiiieieitrreerncnserennoenrenenns 54
Received Dy Tottor ..u.vcvveerseeveeararessccssnsoenrenceannnns e 12
ReStOred & . . . ciiiiiiiieiteiati it e n e e e e et e, 9
Collection Foreln MISSIONS .....veveeerrrenincnsrorerennocsonas $2.50
Btate MiSsIonS . .ou.iietiriiinieireiieenarerenencensosrrsaannes $11.90
Associational MiSsIonS .......c..cciiiiiirereneencrrocenncananns $10.70
Building and Furnishings ..........ccceeivieennnnennnes veees 312835
Children Meetings ......vvvevvnnnonnnnns Ceeserasesataacitennonnones 7
Meetings for Colored People ...c.eeveierenenne vertsssansrennne —1
Sablath Schools Orgauized .......ccveveeeeecresnsroensrncerss P 7
Number Baptized by Others ..............c.... feesererersienenanans 9

C. E. McClellan, Missionary

Application was made by the Pine Bluff Church fcr help to the
amount of $50, which the committee approved, and supplemented the
salary of Bro. A. N. Wooward, who submits the following report of his
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work: From Jan. 1, to Nov 1, in Pine Bluff Church, Spray, Fla.

Sermons Delivered .....ccecuceeeencsscansenssscssssccssssssnnane as
Religlous Vislts ....coccviereviroeeararieneeroscsnrnnnns tenvasans 11)
Prayer and Religious Services .......ccieevereierancsnnncenss crevas 12
Numbers Received ......ccivevesiscrnananns -
Sunday Schools Organized .........cveciveeivtescsesccesenascccnnend
Collected for State Missions ......cveviecnvenencances cneereeenen $6.00
Collected fOr Salary ....cc.evevreneereneanarononessentonononone $42.80
Miles Traveled in Performing My Services .............. cesees +...500
Membership Last Year ....eeveveceereeeens cerieearas Creeeiaeaens 14
Membership ThiS YeAr ....ce.eceeveceeseoscosnnsessoscesssenscssslB
Collected for Other ObjectSs .......ccceieevssencasacaarenanssne $10.00

During the year the regular Union Meetings have been held, with
one exception, then on account of an epidemic of small pox. The work
has been carried on with interest and profit.

Three helpful institutes were held at Central Pine Grove, and T.ee
churches. We feel that a helpful year's work has been done and frust
that God may continue to bless us.

Respectfully submitted,
JAMES A. KIRTLEY,
C. L. LEGGETT,
J. R. MULLIS,
Executive Committee,

TREASURER’S REPORT.

F. B. Williams in account with the Middle Florida Baptist Asso-
ciation :
1915 Dr.
Nov. 13, Received of the Association .....oooccvvvvnvnvnnnnes. . $117.87
1916

Mar. 9, Recelved of 8. A. Cross ..... Ceasssmerenans - X< 1
Oct. 30, Received of Union at Macedonin .......ocvveeeernearn. 27.86
Total . . coeeevenscennansa Cettrecriscietasannsen teassonanas $165.77
1015 Cr.
Nov. 14, Paid Ardis Warren, clerk fee ....... feeesnaneas cecaen $ 2162
Nov. 16, Paid 8. B. RoZers ...cccceecrcvecsonanrossnaes aieees 3240
1916
Jan, 12, Paid Ardis Warren, postage on Minutez ......... ceees 283
Jon. 12, Paid Ardis Warren amount due him for money paid
on Minutes of 1914 ..........ccciiciiciaeransnnaccnncnns 5.00

Jan. 12, Paid A. . Wrigglesworth for printing Associational
Mivutes . . ..ovvvennans e e tuseseresraesssaeacasastrennnnnns 53.00
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June 2, Paid 8. B. Cole, expenses to the State Board Meeting 5.00

Oct. 80, Pald 8. B. Rogers for State Missions ............. . 27.86
Total amount paid out .......c.ceenirevnirnicerenennena. $14741

Balance on hand Nov. 10, 1916 ....c.ccvveeveereaeens....$18.86
F. B. WILLIAMS, Treasurer.

. E——
OUR HONORED DEAD

Deacon A. L. Ezell q . W. E. Battle

Bro. J. T. Ayres. Sister Laura Burnette
Bro. J. H. Slaughter ’ Bro. L. B. Herring
Naucy A. Lamb Mrs. Lissie Stewart
Bro. Albert Barker Mrs. W. V. Howard
Deacon E. C. Hassell J. A. W. Grantham -
Bro. J. E. Hassell N Sister Lilla MecCall
Sister G. O. Davis Ella Hicks

Sister G. A. V. Rye Sue Hicks

Sister Alice Phillips Mariah Thomas

Sister Margaret Driggers William Webb

Sister Fannie Johnson D. A, Thomas

Bro. J. E. Flynn . Bro. Affie Simmons
Mrs. A. V. Colling Mrs, J. T. Heartsfield
Mrs. M. A. Faulkner Bro. Andrew J. Lec

Sl —————
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REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE
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