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Ar a Quarterly Meeting of the CuaritaBLE BapTIST
Sociery, holden in the Vestry of the First Baptist
Meeting-House, on Monday Evening, March 10, 1828,

NICHOLAS BROWN, Esa. Moderator.

Voted, That the Charter of this Society be printed
for the information of its members, together with such
Minutes of the Society’s meetings, preceding and fol-
lowing the time of its organization, as may be thought
advisable, and as tending to excite a greater zeal and
interest in the important objects thereof.

Voted, That Nicuoras Brown, Esq. be a Commit-
tee for attending to the publication of the same.

Attest—SILVANUS G. MARTIN, Clerk.
o @O
Provipexce, Marcn 11, 1828,
T certify that the above is a true copy from the Records as

recorded by me,
Attest—SILVANUS G. MARTIN, Clerk.
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Am a meeting of the Baptist Society in the town of Providence,
at the house of Mr. Daniel Cahoon, on Friday evening, February
11, 1774.

Resolved, That we will all heartily unite as one man, in all
lawful ways and means to promote the good of this Society ; and
particularly attend to and revive the affair of building a meeting-
house, for the publie worship of Avaieuary Gop, and also for
holding Commencement in.

Resolved, That this Society convene again on Monday evening
next, at Mr. Joseph Brown’s, to consider of proper measures to
accomplish the above purposes.

At a meeting of the Baptist Society at the house of Mr. Joseph
Brown, on Monday evening, February 14, 1774, Rev. James
Manning was chosen Moderator, and James Arnold, Clerk.

Resolved, That a new lot be procured, on which to build a new
meeting-house, provided one can be had on suitable terms.

IL. That a subsecription be drawn for the purpose of purchasing
a lot, and building a meeting-house thereon.

IIL. That Mr. William Russell be requested to purchase a lot
for the above purpose.

1V. That this Society will abide by and perform whatever
contract or contracts the said Mr. Russell shall make, respecting a
lot or lots, for the purpose aforesaid.

V. That Messrs. John Brown, Daniel Cahoon, John Jenckes
and Arthur Fenner, jun. be a committee to advise with Mr.
Russell, in all things concerning the purchasing the lot aforesaid.

VI. That this meeting be adjourned until notice from the above
committee ; then to meet again at the house of Mr. Joseph Brown.

At a meeting of the Baptist Society at the house of Mr. Joseph
Brown, on Wednesday evening, February 16, 1774, Rev. James
Manning, Moderator, and Daniel Cahoon, Clerk.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be presented to Mr.
William Russell, for his very acceptable and important services
to the Society in purchasing a lot of land of Mr. John Angell, for
them.
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II. That the names of all benefactors to this Society, particu-
larly s:_:bscnhers for a lot and meeting-house, together with the
fesgi;ectute sums by them given, be entered on the So?:iety’s records,
H.;ﬂ;g}nesewed to perpetuity, in grateful remembrance of the
lasAl;rixﬁ?Etlg‘n% jaf The Bap}ist Society at the house of Mr. Nicho-
o liro;r:,u?,‘]l{;r?:’ 1774, Rev. James Manning, Moderator,

Resolved, 'That Messrs, Joseph Brown and Jonathan Hammond
g0 as soon as may be to Boston, at the expense of the Society in
order to view the different churches and meeting-houses there ; z’md
to make a memorandum of their several dimensions and f'ur;ns of
architecture; and get information of their cost as minutely as
they can. Also that Messrs. John Brown, Daniel Cahoon RI:d
Comfor? Wheaton, be added to them in committee, and make a
ca_lcu[atmn of thc_: cost of a house 70 by 90 feet, whether I)llilt of
brick or wood, with a tower 20 feet square, and steeple with a hell
and clock ; which caleulation, together with the report from Bos-
ton, shall be laid before the Society at their next meeting. :

II. That Mr. Nicholas Brown procure a good and sufficient
deed, to be signed by Mr. William Russell, conveying the land he
lately purchased of Mr. John Angell, to this Society.

ITf. That Messrs. John Jenckes, Nicholas Brown Joseph
BTrown._ Edward Thurber, Benjamin Thurber, Daniel ’Caho(m
Nathaniel \V}_;eaton, Aaron Mason, he looking out and contractin :
for the oak timber, on the best terms they can; not giving tllg
particular dimensions, until after the next meeting. &

At a meeting of the Baptist Society, at the brick
(near the Court-House) March, 17'%:1, Mr. David }i?)}:;)eolli hgil:g:
erator, Daniel Cahoon, Clerk. : e
Resolved, That Messrs. Joseph Brown, Jonathan Hammond
and Comfort Wheaton, be a committee to make a draft of a house
_90 b_y 70 feet, together with a tower and steeple ;5 and to make .‘1);1
invoice of the timber, and other materials, and ascertain the prif:es
of the same; and that they make report of the same to the Socie
ty, at their fiext meeting. E
IT. That the house be built of wood and the roof slated.
L That Mr. John Brown be requested to buy for the Society
e:{:_hgr_ the whole or part of Mr. Amaziah Waterman’s ]I:.;t:
?ﬂéwg;ﬁg:;}.m which Mr. William Russell has agreed to convey to

At a meeting of the Baptist Seciety, Mar.
Manning, Moderator, Jarses Arnold,yClerk(.:h e b
_Resogvsd, That the former vote of this Society, ascertaining the
dimensions of the meeting-house to be 90 by 70 feet be disa;ﬁul-
led; and that said house be built 80 feet square.
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At a meeting of the Baptist Society in Providence, at the Bap-
tist meeting-house, on Monday, Apnil 25, 1774, the Rev. James
Manning, Moderator, and Benjamin Stelle, chosen standing Clerk
to said Society.

Resolved, That a petition be presented to the Honourable Gen- :

oral Assembly, praying that a Charter containing certain privile-
o8 and immiunities, may be granted to said Society.

11, That the Rev. James Manning, Ephraim Wheaton, Nicholas
Brown, David Howell and Benjamin Thurber, be a committee to
draft a plan of a Charter, and present the same to the Society for
approbation, as soon as may be.

11. That Mr. John Brown be the committee man for carrying
on the building of the new meeting-house for said Society.

1V. TMhat Messrs. John Jenckes, Daniel Cahoon, Ephraim
‘Wheaton, Nathanicl Wheaton, Daniel Tillinghast, Joseph Brown,
William Russell, Edward Thurber, Nicholas Brown, Christopher
Sheldon and Benjamin Thurber, they or the major part of them,
be o standing committee, to assist and advise with Mr. John
Brown, in locating and carrying into execution the building of
the new meeting-house, and any other business that may be
thought necessary during the recess of the Society, and that said
committee meet every Monday evening, or oftener if need
require, at such places as they from time to time shall think proper.

V. That the Treasurer, f\;lr. Lphraim Wheaton, be ordered to
collect the subseriptions as soon as may be, and pay them to Mr.
John Brown, committee man for building the house, and that he
give said Brown general orders to collect subseriptions—also
whose receipt for the same shall be a sufficient discharge to the

subsecribers.

At a meeting of the Baptist Society, May 2, 1774, the Rev.
James Manning, Moderator.

The committee appointed for drafting a plan of a Charter, for
the purpose of incorporating a number of persons out of the Bap-
tist Society, to he known by the name of T%e Charitable Baptist
Society, in Providence, presented the same, and after some amend-
ments and alterations, was unanimously accepted.

Resolved, That Mr. Nicholas Brown act as Moderator, Mr.
Paniel Cahoon as Treasurer, and Mr. Benjamin Stelle as Clerk,
to the Charitable Daptist Society, for the ensuing year.
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THE CHARTER.

. By the Honourable the y
. By ° L * Governor and Comnps
“mnus illiﬂ.; ct;’-\h Eujf].rll v ol Rhmie~_1 sland and pm\-1d.=.n?,-'f]f)}33'1ﬂifng;e
L. §. i i vap(::'ttl 'u‘lvtihtiilnA;nEnFa, n}: General Assembly cnn\-ene(i
Newport, And for the said Colony, o :
’I-Hﬁ-muvu% :;F(fh"?d"." in May, in the year of our Lor:lnj :n; :n f:f:f:]sﬁ:‘!ﬁ
: . ]::Ia. I;:J:;L:I:‘]Iotng s{.-\.rgnt_v-f‘our, and f‘uurtcer,nh 0}'tlle r(;ign
of God, King of Great-Britain and é:; fh:ti:.ieﬂy eergp s B, DRl
TO 3 7
ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETING.

Whereas sundry persons belon

i  ersad ging to the Congregarion a -
(:f,ufciog;ll;ﬁ Ip;;bhc_wm ship (?f Almighty God w?th%he Chrfjii?n
e ' . aptﬁt, or An}:a-_Pacr]uImptist, in the town of Provi-
e lw’l'oféss;gnv ;3 elte_st Christian Church in the State or Colony
st Bl L 9 believe that water baptism ought to be admiili{;:
i) gnd noeitsllm'l only, and that professed believers in Jem;s
i i AS‘::ZI}}:;’J]]? Tl'e Proper subjects of the same, have peti-
: : O grant them a Charter of i
with the privileges and e e
! powers herein after i :
Now, theref(;;'(. fkno o
_ e, KNnow ye, that we the Gover
: oot ernor and Co
2,5(})};1:;‘&:::1, (lodfm ourselves and our successors, enact, grant r::c}i);ily
cnnstitsti ;m életis]are, and it is herehy enacted, pranted, 01,'dninecl,
ok Jllan.l cec_la.red,v_th‘at Paul Tew, John Brown Nichoiaé
Masoﬂ? “{;I;}l' 81];?815’ William Russell, Daniel C-ﬂl]{J:}Il Aaron
» wuham Holroyd, Samuel War “hri ‘
s ) 8 varner, Christopher Shel
’l‘ﬁlli{j::;ll(j?;telll‘c,I Sqamuei l‘lu{rhgr, Jun. Benjamin ]A]u-er, Ma(i?::l,
o Eé‘;-a lde}i‘;a s Sprague, William Wheaton, jun. Tﬁnothy Ma-
Am,n]d I\"'I 2 uui)Jer, Jogr-‘ph Hewes, James Wheaton Jun. Jam
o ‘V.i]e;::onola;{[l ";‘.veg‘ Daniel Tillinghast, Dexter B;'own. Cm::B
ot » Sartm Seamans, James Wheaton, S Smith,
i eall g 2 imon 8
t\: 1!1;§In l(Jimllsf Jeseeh '1111111g]1ast, Charles Eastcrfbmoks] l’l{;ﬁfg-’
Kim\,i(ﬁ_(;n, jun. (;harh?s Smith, Silvanus Jenckes, ’Edward
e I-’Ir;pk‘ir::s Hortmll, Nathauiel Saunders, Olney Winsor and
S, OF 'such or so many of the :
; ) 1S, 0 ; _ m as shall conven
j:l:t.afulfjtl::as:t ]}()[::ett‘mg;-ﬂpuse in Providence, on the second MonZa:;
3 Xt, ie business of this Charter, and thejr
shall be forever hereaft ts Had ST
. er, one body corporate itie, i ’
. : 4 A I ¢ and politic, in f:
tl:;dnr:l':;r:}e, ;\ sr}{} perpetual succession, to be known [i)n the ’law -;)ct
% i {:;{) = ;c Cf?rfg;ﬁ{e Baptist Society, in the town of .Pr;.:':y
ce, » Lwtony aof fhode-Tsland and Provid, o
Clony of de-Islan : ence Plantations.
re::t;]:ie t:]edsfludl ICharltabIe Soclety 1s hereby empowered to t;ﬂ:
e leua;iesfn(d ;il atpd an;f}‘z voluntary subseriptions, contrilm:
, leg onations of any sum or sums of
any real or personal estate: Also i e
_ : ¢ Also to have, take, possess g
acquire, or otherwise receive ay ' ’ et o
s 1d hold lands, tenements, 1 i
. , tenements, heredita-
ments, goods, chattels, or other estates, of all which 1tjhey L;ll;:t;!
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and may stand seized, notwithstanding any misnomer of this Cor-
poration, and by whatever name or however imperfectly the same
shall be deseribed, in donations, legacies, assiznments and grants,
vided the true intent and meaning of the assignee or benefactor
he avident.  Also the said Charitable Society is hereby empowered
to take, hold and stand seized of all estates aforesaid, solely to and
for the use and benefit of the said Baptist or Anti-Paedobaptist
Chureh and Congregation, and their successors forever; and the
aume to use, oceupy and improve towards the support of Pastors,
relief of the poor, in schooling their children, or otherwise ; or
any other religious uses in said Church and Cengregation, accord-
ing to the will of the donors, and to the purposes, trusts and uses
to which they shall be seized thereof, or the same shall be design-
ed: Also to lease the real estate, or the same to grant, demise,
alien, or hold in perpetuity, according to the tenor of each par-
tinlar donation, or their property therein ; and to let monies on
bonds, mortgages or other securities: And shall and may be per-
sons enpable in the law, as a body corporate, to sue and be sued,
to plead and be impleaded, to answer and be answered unto, to
defond and pursue to final judgment and execution thereon, in all
Courts and places, and before all proper judges whatever, in all
and singular suit and suits, causes and actions, of what kind soever,
in the fullest and amplest manner, by and in the name of their
"I'rensurer for the time heing.
o And furthermore it is ordained and declared, That said body
corporate and their successors-forever hereafter, shall and may
have a public seal, which they may use for any purposes or aftairs
as to them shall seem expedient ; also it shall be lawful for them
the same seal to break, alter and make anew, from time to time,
at their will and pleasure. :

And it is further enacted, That there shall be an annual meeting
of the said Charitable Society, in the said town of Providence, on
the second Monday in June, forever; at which time they shall, out
of their own body politic, elect a Moderator, Treasurer and Clerk,
and such other officers as they shall think needful; and that the
Moderator, Treasurer and Clerk be sworn to the faithful perform-
ance of their respective trusts.

And furthermore it is enacted, That there shall be a quarterly
meeting of said Charitable Society, on the second Monday in Sep-
tember, December and March, forever: That the said Charitable
Society shall have full power to appoint any other meetings, at
such times and places, ag to them, from time to time shall seem
necessary or expedient, more fully and effectually to accomplish
the charitable purposes aforesaid: And that they have power at
any such meetings, to appoint committees, and to transact all such
business, as, according to this Charter, may regularly come before
them : All which shall be done and determined by a majority of
the members present.
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And it is further enacted, That whatever monies, or other es-
tates, both real and personal, the said Charitable Baptist Society
may become seized or possessed of, shall be and remain a capital
stock or fund, and ouly the interest, yearly profits, or income
thereof, shall be applied and appropriated to the use of the said
Baptist or Anti-Pedobaptist Church and Congregation.

Provided ncvertheless, and it is further enacted, That all dona-
tions to the said Charitable Society, by voluntary subseription,
contribution, legacy or otherwise (excepting such as shall be dif-
ferently appropriated by the donors) shall make a capital stock or
fund for the support of the Pastor or Pastors of the Church afore-
said 3 and the yearly interest or income of the same shall be added
every year successively to the principal, which shall be thus aug-
mented by interest, and remain prineipal and interest unappropri-
ated, until the yearly interest or income of said fund, so raised,
shall amount to one hundred pounds lawful money, per annum :
After which time the said sum of one hundred pounds shall yearly
be paid by the said Charitable Society, to the Pastor or Pastors
for the time being, of said Baptist, or Anti-Peedobaptist Church,
and their successors forever. Provided notwithstanding, That
when and as soon as a capital stock or fund shall be by this means
raised to produce one hundred pounds lawful meney per annum,
that then the interest or yearly income of all donations made af-
rerwards to said Charitable Society, the use and purpose of which
shall not be particularly specified by the donors, shall be appro-
priated as a majority of the said Charitable Society shall order
and determine at any regular meeting.

And it is further enacted, That Nicholas Brown be the first Mod-
_erator; Daniel Cahoon the first Treasurer, and Benjamin Stelle
the first Clerk, of the said Charitable Society, to continue in their
respective offices until the second Monday in June, One thousand
seven hundred and seventy-five.

And it is further enacted, That the said Charitable Society, at
any of their meetings, may elect such persons as they shall think
proper, to become members of the same, and make _such ru_les,
orders and by-laws, and alter the same, as they from time to time
shall judge necessary for the good order of said SBocietys provided,
that such rules, orders and by-laws are not contrary to the laws of
this government : And that any seven members of the said Chari-
table Society, convened at any regular meeting (the Moderator,
Mreasurer or Clerk always to be one) are hereby declared to be a
guorum of the said Society. \

And it is further enacted, That all donations of whatsoever kind,
or howsoever made, to the said Charitable Society, together with
the names of the donors, and the purposes and uses for which said
donations shall be made, shall be entered on recnrd_by thc.Cle_rk
for the time being, as also their yearly income, and its appropria-
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tion from time to time forever: And that the Treasurer’s accounts
bie exhibited and audited at every annual meeting of the said Soci-
oy, Provided nevertheless and it is further enacted, That if ever
the whole numnher of the said Charitable Society for the time be-
ing shinll be reduced below seyen, then and in such case, all mon-
108, honds, mortgagos, deeds, notes, obligations, books and papers,
off every Kind, together with all the estate, both real and personal,
ut that time belonging to the said Charitable Society, shall be giv=
o up to, nud the sole property thereof he vested in, the Baptist,

- or Anti-Padobaptist Churel and Congregation aforesaid, for whose
uso and benefit the said Charitable Society is instituted, to be re-
deived by a committee by them appointed for that purpese; and
shall be punctually appropriated by them to the purposes, trusts
and uses gpecified by the donors to the said Charitable Society, or
1o which they are by this Charter empowered to appropriate the
same, an.d no otherwise.

Provided furthermore, and it is further enacted, That no part of
this Charter shall be construed or understood to grant any power
or powers to the said Charitable Society to raise any sum or sums
of money any otherwise than by free and voluntary subseription,
contribution, legacy or donation. And in case, at any time here-
after, through misapprehension, or mistaken construction, of the
powers contained in this Charter, any laws shall be enacted, or
any matters done and transacted, by this Corporation, contrary to
the tenor hereof, such laws, acts and doings shall be in themselves
null and void ; but shall never be adjudged into an avoidance,
defeazance, or forfeiture of this Charter, but the same shall remain
entire to the said Corporation, in perpetual succession forever.
And all their acts conformable to its power, tenor, true intent and
meaning, shall be and remain in full force and legal validity.

In Tesrtivony or wuren Granrt, and of all the arti-
cles and matters therein contained, I Josern Wan-
ToN, Esquire, Governor, Captain General and
Commander in Chief of and over the said Colony,
have hereunto set my hand, and caused the Seal of
the said Colony to be afiixed, this seventh day of
May, in the year of our Lord One Thousand Seven
Hundred and Seventy-four, and fourteenth of the
reign of his most Sacred Majesty George the Third,
by the grace of God King of Great-Britain and so

torth,
J. WANTON,

Iy his Honour's command,
HENRY WARD, Sec'ry.

[Tt appoars from the records that the Baptist Church was founded in 1639, and
wis the first of the denomination in Amerien. Its Elders have been Roger Wil-
lwms, Chad Brown, William Wickenden, Gregory Dexter, Thomas Olney, Par-
don Tillinfhmqt ; and then Ebenezer Jenckes, who was the first Pastor bom in
America, James Brown, (grandson of Chad) Samuel Winsor, Samuel Winsor, jr.
James Manning, John Stanford, Jonuthan Maxey, Stephen Gano |
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At the General Assembly of the State of Rhode-Island and Provi-
dence Plantations, holden at Providence, on the fourth Monday of
February, A. D. 1808,

. AN ACT to enlarge the powers of “The Charitable Baptist Society in

Providence.”

Whereas the said Society have by their petition represented
unto this Assembly that they have no means for raising money
for defraying the expenses of repairs on their meeting-house, other
than by voluntary subseriptions and donations, which is not only
attended with many ineonveniences and delays, but operates
unequally on the members of the Society.

And whereas the said Society have further represented that the
holders of pews in said house have agreed, that all expenses of
repairs on said house and its appertenances, shall in future be
defrayed by taxes on the pews, and have prayed this Assembly to
pass an act authorizing the said Society to assess and levy on such
pews all such sums of money as may be herealter necessary for
that purpose.

Be it therefore enacted by the General Assembly and by the author-
ity thercof it is enacted, That the said Society at any legal meeting
thereof, shall be and hereby are authorized and empowered to
assess and levy on said pews all such sum or sums of money as
they may think necessary to defray the expense of any repairs or
additions which may be ordered by said Society, to be made on
said House or its appertenances, and also for the services of the

Sexton. '

Secrion 2. And be it further enacted, That all sums of money
which shall be assessed on said pews in virtue of this aet, shall be
apportioned on the same, according to a valuation thereof, made
by Messrs. Ephraim Wheuton, Nathaniel Wheaton and John
Mason, in the year 1788, and unanimously adopted by said Society,
at a meeting thereof, on the 11th day of August, A D. 1788.

Secrion 3. And be it further enacted, That if the owner or
owners of any pew in said house, shall neglect or refuse to pay
any sum or sums which may be assessed on such pew for three
months after notice of such assessment, the said Society shall be
and hereby are authorized to sell such pew to the highest bidder at
public auction, giving three weeks previous notice of the time and
place of sale, in the Providence newspapers, and the money arising
from such sale, after first deducting the assessment due on said
pew, and expenses of collection, shall be lodged in the hands of
the Treasurer of said Society, to be paid to such delinquent or

delinquents on request.
A true copy—witness,
SAMUEL EDDY, Sce’ry.
R 1~ T I

At a meeting of the Charitable Baptist Society, at the meeting-
house, June 13, 1774. This being the first meeting of said Socie-
ty alfter incorporation, the following persons mentioned in the
Charter being present, viz. Messrs. Nicholas Brown, Moderator,
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Cahioon, Clerk, (being previousty
: & previously engaged to the faithf:
rge of their _Gf_ﬁaeu) Edward Thurber, %ot*.eph Iielst:e::-,-1 l.]'f:hur:
1 ?‘JT*“ Iﬁ Tlll-x-ngb_nst,' Aaron Mason, Christopher Sheldon,
F ‘T nghast, Nicholas Power, William Holroyd and Wile

Qﬂg{“ M?m“f% of this Society.

Jwdoliowing form of a subscription for the pur isi
ving ) purpose of ra
wnd for the use of the Baptist Church and cmlg_ll-egmion inlstli?ig

fiy Wk unanimously agreed upon by all the members present,

. hl:a Lhat M. Benjamin Thurber and M. David Howell, be

4
_ “’Ihlruns_ the Hounourable Governor and Company of this Cola-
lb'lzl. nve granted a Charter of incorporation to certain persons
: ol:;Igmg to the .BE[!tl‘St eongregation in the town of Providence
iﬁ;lt nuo?‘:\::f’ li:f the Charitable Baptist Society, in said town, the
i n). e ;tr:’ ,’l:? may more fully appear, (reference thereto being
oo ; 46 a permanent fund for the use of the Baptist
l” 1 ahd eongregation in snid town, and effectually secure it s
H‘l:irn.;;:iu;tﬂﬁrc:r[t:ggnt:aay .“;"’é‘lh'em!y (tl]r :nay be possessed of for
i, L wl il mrter doth not empower th
:%m'tmy monios Ifur the uses specified, any nther{’vise tha(::nlf;
; Hrb?r;_illblerllltlrlnl. legneies and donations, which clause in
3% luﬁn{a h moat ospecially ngreenble to the minds and princi-
:}tm .:lnd uptint Church and congregntion, they being the succes-
4 W:En' ﬂ:&czﬁant- of the first Christian inhabitants of this Colo=
" ] o ar o un,!n‘)r and to seeure to themselves and poster-
Jgrmn‘*]u iglous ny well an eiyil llhart):. more fully and amply than they
ko ul:;rt;?gr p:ﬁ?!; part of the British Domipinns, and being desi~
ghen. i ]. 0 con:.iu-ue__nnd preserve inviolate that religious
erty mot only procured at so dear a rate for them by their piou
uncestors, and transmitted down through m'any gener:itionspunts
the present day, but also authorized and established by Ju ‘0
Cunism, the Hea_d and ouly Law-Giver to his Church. and bein s
natural right which Gon himself the Creator and Gc;vernof of%l -
universe has bestowed on every individual -of the human racm
most fu?_ly, freely and amply to enjoy the liberty of conscience ei
F};‘;‘.{a;‘?;ﬂ]‘ﬁ;nent mn \;hatevTr refers immediately to his W01'shi|:ui1:1
. 1 assured us that each one must give an a '.
ﬁx{ns%lf.qnte Gop, _And whereas uotwithsmnd&g it is tl?g:::ig: f:)];
;ﬁ;_;}:ﬁ:’:ﬁ?ﬁxpedzl{ant im(}d agreeable to gospel order that those
' word and doctrine as minister ‘eac
or elders, should receive such compeusatiorzlf?ol::let{ilb(j;fl;sf;@]:zz?rs
flocks over which they preside, and in whose service theh.-ltim(lav'e
spent, as their wants from time to time may require, and the e
enmstancgslof those ministered unto may aﬁbrd-, as a,lso th‘ﬁ sflli:-
alljle provision. be made for the poor of the Church by suI; Iy in;
t-hm:p Wl-tl.l 1:el|g1m:s books, and educating their chilérén anrzl{n!”
ar.ma‘a.rah-evmg them, and other :'ﬁiigiousbuses. Therefore we tl e
mhscrlbers taking into consideration the various modes of raisinle
money for the necessary uses, which are now or have b;aen mu'tisg
ad in Christendom, and being fully and clearly of opinién }tha(; ali'
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compulsive measures by penal laws, either from civil authority or
the majority of a particular society, disfranchising any member or
members who refuse to pay any tax or proportion that may be as-
sessed on him or them, are auti-Christian and intolerant, and the
most eligible method of defraying such necessary charges, is by
raising an adequate fund for that purpose. In order, therefore, to
raise a fund for the use and benefit of the Baptist or Anti-Pwdo-~
baptist Church and congregation in the town of Providence,
which may be beneficial both to ourselyes and posterity, we do
promise and engage for ourselves, to pay unto Mr. Daniel Cahoon,
Treasurer of the Charitable Baptist Society, or his successor in
oflice, the sum of one shilling, at every stated meeting, (monthly)
when we are present, and when absent from the same do agree
that we be charged with said sum and sixpence mores to be paid
by us the next time we ean attend, unless sick or abroad, and as
much more as is by us the subseribers aflixed to our respective
names, and that this subseription we will heneeforth continue to
pay so long as we continue members of said Charitable Baptist
Society as by Charter established.

In witness we have hereunto set our hands, this thirteenth day of
June, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-four, in the town
of Providence, aud Colony of Rhode-Island and Providence Plan-
tations.

Voted, That Messrs. David Howell, Joseph Brown, Aaron Ma-
gon and Daniel Cahoon, be a committee to draw a hody of laws
for the better regulation of this Society. The meeting stands
adjourned to the 27th inst. - 3

At a mecting of the Charitable Baptist Society, holden by ad-
journment, June 27, 1774, at the Baptist meeting-house.

Voted, That Mr. Benjamin Stelle, appointed Clerk to this Soci-
ety by Charter, necessarily absent on the second Monday of June,
be continued in his office, who was accordingly solemnly engaged
to the faithful performance of the same.

IL That the Clerk at the Society’s expense procure alarge,
well-covered hook for records, and cause all the acts and resolves
of the Baptist Society, from February 11, 1774, until the second
Monday in June following, to be well recorded in the same, as also
all the acts and resolves of the Charitable Baptist Society, from
their incorporation, with the Charter, deeds of lands that may be
made to the Society, &e. to the present time.

IIL. That the Moderator, Clerk, and Mr. David Howell, be a
commiitee to procure at the Society’s expense, a common seal for
the Society; the device, motto, size, price, &c. are left to their
diseretion. -

[ft appears that Judge Daniel Jenckes deceased this year, aged
73 years, having been a member of this Church 48 years.]

The following By-Laws, prepared by the committee appointed
at their last meeting, was received and unanimously adopted, viz.
Resolved, That there shall be a meeting of this Society, on
every second Monday in every month in the year, at such time
and place as the Society shall appoint, in the town of Providence,
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er and as often as six members of this Society
liaye a meeting before the next stated meet-
( sign a written request for the same,
et and Clerk, or cither of them, then
1, shall have power to notify a meeting at
13 they may think fit, under their hands, which
ded to as many of the Society as are to he
e dwellings, ¥
* of the Society shall at the next month-

ufficiency and the value of ‘the bond shall be de-
rity of the members present at said meeting,
d shall be lodged in the hands of the Clerk for the time
d it shall be in the power of the Society at any regular
to ¢ emand larger bonds of the Treasurer at their _]ﬁcus-
which if he refuse to comply, he is disqualified to act,

ﬂ‘l __i__ble}arllle gho‘s‘ag .
hote sholl be n Standing Committee chosen by the
¥, (of which the Tronsurer for the time eing
for the | .nn!‘..lm ho Bociety's nils,

1l

€ names
. which said donations m e
ir yearly profits or income 3 which accounts together
rities belonging to the Society shall be brought te
A rly meeting for the perusal of any of the me;nh;ers
nt, and that the Clerk may be furnished with all necessary
iaterials for the Jasting records of this Society, agreeable te

‘%‘ That the Clerk for the time being shall take an account of
4 g;g §-1_1::__q;g__:0.§ all the members, the times of their admission, deaths,
~ or dismission, as ag_so all officers and commiltees, and record the

N -e-" . Y
* _,-};'_%‘H. That when any officer shall be removed by death or other-
b'.g 2, another shall be chosen in his stead, at the next monthly

eeiing, and when any officer is absent from any meeting, the

- Isembers present shall choose another in his stead, to act for that

- meeting only.

- At the first annual meeting of the Charitable Béptist Society,

oo 10lden at the old meeting-house, June 12, 1775, Paul Tew,
"'.i"!l" 8q. was unanimously chosen Moderator for the ensuing year,

2 r"“‘@ greeable to Charter, who for sufficient reasons declined accepting

is chosen, give bonds to the Society with twe’



. e

™ v Wi

T T s T T T T\ P L M SO O e L LR

l
|

- pose.

14

the same ; after which Mr. Joseph Brown was chosen Moderator,
My. Benjamin Stelle, Clerk, and Mr. Daniel Cehoon, Treasurer,
for the ensuing year. pie

Voted, That the thanks of this Society be presented to Mr.
Nicholas Brown, who has served us in the capacity of Moderator,
for the last year with great faithfulness and to the good acceptance
of this Society. : A

Voted, That Messrs. John Brown, David Howell, Aaron Mason
and William Holroyd, be a committee for letting the Society’s
-mionies, and transacting the prudential affairs of the same.

Voted, That the committee for loaning the Society’s tunds, &e.
be a committee to audit and adjust the I'reasurer’s accounts, and
make report to the next monthly meeting,

At a meeting of the Charitable Baptist Society, in Providence,
holden at the meeting-house, on Monday, 27th of March, 1786,
Dr. James Manning, Moderator, Olney Winsor, Clerk, pro tem.

Voted, That the Society’s committee, consisting of Messrs
Nicholas Brown, John Brown, David Tlowell, Edward Thurber
and Daniel Tillinghast, be authorized and directed to unite with
the Church commitiee, in addressing any person they may judge
proper, to come and preach in this meeting-hvuse on trial, for the
office of Pastor.

At a meeting of the Charitable Baptist Society, at their meeting-
house, on the Sth of May, 1786, David Howell, Esq. Moderator.

Voted, That the Clerk be directed to transcribe a fair copy of
the original subscription paper for donations to this Society, for
the purpose of procuring signers at their annual meeting, on the
second Monday of June next, ensuing this date, and that Messrs.
Nicholas Brown, John Brown, David Howell and John Jenckesz,
be added to the committee appointed at the last meeting to obtain
subscribers to the said paper.

At a meeting of the Cbaritable Baptist Society, on the 21st of
May, 1787, Mr. Nicholas Brown, Moderator, Mr. John Rogers,
Clerk.

Voted, That Messrs. Nicholas Brown, John Brown and John
Jenckes, be a committee to get the bell re-cast, as soon as possi-
ble, after a sufficient sum be 1aised by subscription for that pur-

At a meeting of the Baptist Church and Congregation, on the
28th of June, 1790, David Howell. Esq. Maderator. Present:
James Manning, Nicholas Brown. Pardon Sheldon, John Whip-
ple, Stephen Randall, John Dayis, Jonathan Maxey, Benjamin
Thurber, James Wheaton, Christopher Sheldon, Aaren Mason,
John Mason, Welcome Arnold, Deacon Wheaton, Jeremiah
B. Ifowell, Joseph Tillinghast, John Hill, Timothy Sheldon, jun.
Silvanus Martin, Philip Martin, Samuel Davenport, Edward
Thurber, William Holroyd. ;
Whereas Mr. Stephien Gano, in pursuance of an invitation sent
to him from the joint committee of this Church and Congregation;

has come and preached for us te general acceptance :
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olved, That this Society recommend to the €hureh to call a
ng of all the male members of the Church and Congregation,
h time as they may think proper, to determine whether they
all Mr. Gano to supply the pulpit on trial as our pastor; in
he Church shall previously approve of that measure.
olved, That the following persons, viz. Messrs. David How=
imes Manning, Nicholas Brown, Welcome Arnold, John
ristopher Sheldon, Edward Thurber, Philip Martin,
Mason and Deacon Wheaton, with such others as may be
nted by the Church, be a committee to devise and report at
next meeting of this Society, such permanent measures as they
ge proper to be adopted by this Church and Congregation,
ing in future an adequate and permanent fund for support-
¢ their standing Pastor.
n meeting of the Charitable Baptist Society, holden on
day, July 5, 1790, Mr. John Mason, Moderator.
d, That application be made to the Rey. Stephen Gano,
his consent to tarry and preach for us one year on trial,

=
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the full.t_nvi_ng persons, viz, Messrs. Nicholas Brown, 4
well, Josoph T 'ﬁuE}mgt. Christopher Olney, Joln Rog.
o Wiipple, Bdward Phusher, Christopl |

."I
1

rognlio ) 0 L ﬂ.ﬁﬂ,
ol '_U_‘n;bme terms for one year.
L‘l "
~ July 18th—This day being the Sabbath, all the male members
- of the Uhurch and Congregation, were after divine service in the
; ony requested to tarry, when they were fully informed by
Dr. Manning, what the committee and the Society at their last
- meeting band done, respecting inviting the Rey. Stephen Gano to
preach for us one year, of all which they fully approved, and
wﬂnﬁmoull%--dﬁmﬂvd their committee to write to Mr. Gano and
10 request him 1o eome and tarry with us one year on the terms
offered him, being one hundred and fifty pounds lawful silver
money. d Atlest—GECRGE BENSON, Clerk.

dﬁ-ﬂ;ﬂpﬁm that Doctor Guno's engagements were such, that he did not aceept’
invitation ; but two yeors aflerwards on a finther a[iFlicatlon, he agreed ta
 the :q%l,;gat, and eamo to thix town in October, 1792, an
¢, nearly 36 yenru.} ' e
At a meeting of the Charitable Baptist Society, on the 10th of
ember, 1792, Deacon Wheaton, Moderator.
Vhereas the Rev. My, Max ﬁu in a letter dated the 7th inst.
_ . s (g el

has continued to this
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resigned his appointment as our Minister, and it appears by a
committee fl'n.m the Church that they have accepted his resigna-
tion, and resolved it to be their unanimous opinion, that application
be immediately made to the Rev. Stephen Gano, to supply the pul-
pit for the space of six months, in which application they request
the concurrence of the Society. It is therefore

Resolved, That this Society do unanimously concur with the
Church In their vote to apply to the Rev. Stephen Gano to supply
the pulpit for the space of six months.

Resolved, That Messrs David Howell, Nicholas Brown, Silva-
nus Martin, James Arnold and Olney Winsor be a committee of
this Society to unite with the Church commitice for the purpose of
employing a suitable person asa messenger to repair to the resi-
dence of the Rev. Stephen Gano, and request him to supply our
pulpit for six months, agreeably to the preceding resolutions of
this Society. N

At a meeting of the Baptist Church and Congregation, March
11, 1793, David Howell, Esq. Moderator, Georze Benson, Clerk.

Resolved, That the vote of the Church, passed the 2Sth ult. re-
specting the Rev. Stephen Gano be read, and is as follow :—

¢ Resolved, That this Church gxpress an unanimous desire to
invite the Rev. Stephen Gano to serve usin the capacity of an
Elder, during the term of one year from the first day of May next
ensuing, and that a committee be appointed to lay this resolve be-
fore the Congregation and request their coneurrence therein.

Whereupon it was unanimously voted by the Society, that they
concur with the Church therein, and that the following persons be
appointed to join the committee of the Church, in order to impart
the said resolution to Mr. Gano, and to request his answer, viz,
Messrs. Welcome Arnold, David Howell, Nicholas Power, Olney
Winsor, Christopher Sheldon, Nicholas Brown, Silvanus Martin,
John Mason, Stephen Randall and Aaron Peck.

—o—
It appears from the c{]mr‘.eding records, that the subject of erecting a new meet-
in Febraary, 1774, and with a zeal characteristic of the
nen of that day, it was, the next month voted to procecd, and May 28, 1775, the
house was finished and dedicated.  Sermon by Rev. James Manning, from Gene-
gis xxviil, 17, * This is none other but the house of God, and this s the gate of
heaven”

In the year 1791, the Society sustained a great bereavement in the death of
John Jenckes, Nicholas Brown and Rev. James Manning  The latter died July
2th, in the 54th year of his age.

At a meeting of the Society April 7, 1795 (John Mason, Esq. Moderator) it was
unanimously voted, that the funds of the Charitable Baptist Society be increased
by subseription to the full amount of the sumn required by the Charter, in order that
the interest thereof might be applied towards the support of the minister, conform-
ably to the true intent of the said Charter. Proposals for the above object were
accordingly issued, and a subseription papes commenced, which was headed by
John Brown, Esq. with the generous sum of One Thousand Dollars. [He was n
descendant of Chad.] 'The amount of this fund at the present time is 86600 in
bank stock, at par, yielding an annual income of about $400, when the dividends
are at 6 per cent The Society also own a parsonage house and lot in good repair,

In the year 1824 a BSociety’s Library was commenced in the Vestry, and the
following persons chosen the Library Committee, viz. Rev. Dr. Gano, David
Howell, Nicholas Brown, Nathan Waterman, jun. and H. H. Brown. The col-
lection of hooks though small at present, will probably become extensive in time.
A large book-case has been provided, sufficient to hold several hundred volumes.
Also a smaller case to hold books for children at the Sabbath School.



